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‘*hated thoughts " ; and I thought of myself and wondered
if I were as sensitive as this little kitchen.maid to bad
thoughts, and remembered how subtle and distressing evil
thoughts ave to a heart that really desires to be pure and
holy, as this child evidently did. And then I wondered
what her bad thoughts could be, ard determined to comfort
and reassure her a little, and so said :(—

‘¢ Bad thoughts are sinful ; but if you do not encourage
them, and turn away from them, and ask the Lord who
saved you to take them away {rom you aand put his own
thoughts into your heart, Ie will doit. You must not
suppose because some old bad thoughts come into your head
that you are not, therefore, a child of God. Besides, when
we are first saved or forgiven all our sins are not taken out
of us. Jesus fitst takes us and makes ut tis awn children,
and then He begins to take away all the old evil. Just as
if some kind, rich lady should make you her child ; then
she would take off your old clothes and put on new ones,
and teach you allsorts of nice ways, and send you to school
£0 that you might be fitted to be her child. Now, you see
all this could not be done in a miinute ; but you would be
her child all the time that you were getting rid of your old
ways and Jearning all the new ways which your new mother
would be pleased tohave you learn. Do you not see that
God has to teach you, now that e has got you, and you
should not get discouraged just because in one week you
have not learned everything that a Christian should learn,and
got free from every evil thought and oid habit, Thisis a part
of God’s goodness to us—that He gives us grace to overcome
the evil. Heis with us all the ume, just as aloviing
teacher would be, to point out our mistakes and show us
how to overcome them and do our lesscns rightly, He is
satisfied when he knows that we have adesireto be good
childien. But you said you had gone back to your old
ways. Now what are these old ways which have given you
so much distress? ”

At this the little maid hung her head again, and looked
very shamefaced. For a long while she would not speak.
I wondered what ber besetments were, which had overcome
her. 1 was expecting to near a confessitn ofsome one of
the hundred vices and evil ways into which all sorts of people
(mistresses, as well as maids) fall, For while we do not hold
a ** confessional " in the inquiry-toom, many a strange con-
fession is made of sins and habits which have long burdened
the soul and stood between it and its peace.

Not getting an answer, I said, with some urgency, yet
with kindness:

¢ Come, my child, tell me what your old ways are, which
so distress you; perhaps, if you will tell me, I can help
you, or at least tell you how you can get nd of them.”

After some wminates of hesitation, with her head bent still
lower, as if to hide her shame, she said:

88 1 gets sulky when £m spoke to."

(To be continued.)
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INTERNATI@_AL LESSONS.
SOLOMON'S CHOICE. {r Kiogs 3:

Goroex Texr.—* Wisdom is the principal thing,
therefore got wisdom.”—Pror. 4: 7.

Tixae.—~B, C, 1015,

Pracz,—Gibeon, in the iribe of.Benjamin, a fow miles
rsith of Jernsalem.

Paparren.—1 Chron. 1: 1.15.

IxTRODTCTION. —David was dead; for six months Solo.
mon ruted in conjunction with bns father, but at the ond
of that period * the days of David drew nigh that he
ghould die;"” ho thercupon delivered bis last charge, his final
personeal wishes, {0 Solomon. It had reference chiefly to
individuals whom he would have Solomon punish or ro.
ward, as Joab and Shimei on thoe ono hend, and the son of
Barzillni on tho other, and “sgo David slopt with his
fathors,” and ** then sat Solomon on the throne of David.”
The preceding chapter deals with the King's actions to-
wards the men respecting whom his father bad charged
him. Wo ncod not suppose from tho fact of their being
recordod togothor that tho death of theso mon took place
in closo succeseion, tho contrary is probably tho fact, but
tho narrator would akow how tho instructions of David
wero fulfillod, and so groups thoincidents together. One
of the first acts of Solomon, was to marry an Egyptian
Princess, he * mado affimty with Pharoah, King of Egypt,
and married hiz daughter," aun incident which shows how
high, politically, the Hebrow nation had become under
tho rule of David when it could make an alliance, on
cqual terms, with such an ancient and prond monarchy as
that of Egypt. 8olomon, woaro told, * loved the Lord,”
only he seerificed in high places ;" a practico sgainst tho
express command of God, but tho practico ked all along
been tolerated, from necessity or tho forco of ancient ous-
tom, Gideon and }anoah had both bailt altars on such
spots, Samuel had ropeatedly dono so, while in lesson
oight of last quarter we find David offering sacrifices at
the threshing floor of Araunsb, on the top of Moant
Morish. Gibcon, the gcono of our losson, was tho great
high place of the time, moro sacrod than any other from
tho fact that thero was * tho tabernacle of the congrega-
tion,” and go to Giboon Solomon went,in great state,ns wo
find from tho parallel account, to take tho lead in this
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soason of national consecration to God. Irom tho vost
numbor of sacrifices the obsorvance must have lasted sove.
ral days, and it was probably at tho clogso of tho sorvices
when the mind of the King had boon greatly lifted up to
Divino things that tho vision took place.

Notes and Commonts.—Ver, 5: ‘*theLord appeared
in a dream," as ho ofton has made known his will, so to
Abimolech, Gon. 20:8; to Jacoh, 81:11; to Laban,
81:24; to Daniel, Dan.7:1 ; to Josoph, Matt. 2: 12, 22,
Wo are not to supposo, as some would tell us, that Solo-
mon felt an inteunse desire and had offered a fervent
potition for the gift of wisdom, and so ** his droam was bus
an imaginery ropetition of his former desire. No! Ho
who speakoth to men in a dreams, * in o vision of the night,”
spako in that mothod to Solomon, * Ask,*" Solomon
loved thoe Lord, vor, 8, and this is God's approval,

Ver G. This verse rcoounts God's mercios $o David, all
that his fathe:r had and was  ho received from God, the
greatest manifestation of kisuaoess being that he, Solomon,
bis son, was sitting ** on his throne,” .

Vors. 7, 8. Thero is wonderfal humility and true wis.
dom in the attorances of theso twe vorses ; how fow young
men of Solomon’s age, nud in Solomon's position, would
havo folt tho noed that ho did. We aro reminded of that
touching incident, when tho young girl about the same ago
as Solomon, was told that she was Qunecn over the great-
est Empiro in tho world ; sho could only say, with deep
cmotion and oyes streaming with tears, to the Archbishop,
who was the messenger, ** pray for me,"” and the after lifo
and reign of Victoria would show that, as with Solomon,
tho prayer was heard and that wisdom and understanding
were given ber for the arduous and responsible duties to
which sbe was called. **Xam but a litslochild :” inexperi.
onced. Rawlinson says: ** for a youth of ninetocn or swenty,
known o bo of a Eaeiﬁe disposition, 1 Chron. 32: 9, fo
havo to rulo over tho warliko and turbulent Hebrow nation,
with a strong party opposed $o him and brothers of {all age
ready $o lead it, was evidently a most difficult task.” * Go
out or come in ;" perform the whole duties of his fposition,
g0, Num. 27 : 17 ; Ceut. 81:2; * in tho midst of thy peo-
plo," called $o rule over them * which thou hast chosen,"
Isracl being God's pecaliar peoplo the responsibilitios of
government were very great ; **that cannot be numbered ; *
possibly, a8 hag boen suggested, a roforonco $o the promise
made to Abraham, but more likely one of the common
hyperbolical oxpressions common to all languages, bus
cspecially to tho eaet. Solomon nos presonts his pesition.
1t is for *‘an understanding heart : "' the capability of ex-
cising a judgment that was not drawn from mere outside
impressions, but from tho principles which lie hidden in
the human heart ; ¢ that I may discern : "' it was wisdom
for his oftice that Solomon asked, to know tho right from
wrong, to see the truth oven through thoe faltehoods with
which it would often be covered. An illustration of this is
given in the latter part of this chapter, a wise, far.seeing
judgment.

Ver. 10, *¢Tho speech pleased the Lord,” as prayer
alwnyt;'does when it is for the best gifts, end in accord with
his will,

Vers. 11, 12, Now we have God's reply, *¢ hast not
asked long lifo :" what most mon long for ;¢ riche.:™ the al-
most universal passion; *¢ enemies:"” of whom ho;had 80mo,
and powerful ones too; *‘all his days:” nothing, in fact
had bo asked simply for himself; ** understanding todiscern
judgment :” that is to judge righteously. *'I have given
theo " that for which thou asked, *‘a wiss and underx-
standing heart.” Solomon’s wisdom (was largely a super-
natural gift, a special dispensation of Divine favour; at
tho samo $imo wo must not suppose him as perfecily pas-
sive, doing nothing himself ; wo kuow that he was a stu-
dent, activoand nntiring, he laboured for $he acquisition
of knowlodge, and so labouring God aided him to a
degreo which no other man over enjoyed ; «“ nonelikethee :
befero thy reign, or after theo in tho same position. If we
consider tho character of Solomon’s petition, which was for
wisdom %o perform kingly duties, we shall undirstand
aright the limit and oxtent of the promise.

Ver. 18. ** Havo given theo that which thon hast not
asked :” 80 said our Saviour, ** scek ye first the Kingdom
of God and bis righteousness, and all those things shall
bo added unto you,” Matt. 6:33; this is God's law of
giving :tho groater, tho spiritual blessings, He gives us if
we seck them ; tho lesser, the temporal blessings, He often
adds unsought.

Ver. 14. A conditional promise of length of days, these
wero to dopend upon obedienco, this wes only partial so
the promiso was not fulfiled; Bolomon wonld cortainly not
bo more than sixiy at his death.

Ver. 15.  **A drcam :** mentally 80, but nono the less a
Divino revelotion, and an sssurance of Divino purposes
towards him ;  came to Jerusalem :” whero tho Ark was,
tho tabernacle being in  Giboop, perbaps the last publio
servico in Gibcon, and a transfor of sacrificial worship to
the divinely chosen spot whero thoncoforth vows and of-
forings woro to bo made ; * offored burnt offerings:” sigaify-
ing entiro consocration;** poaco offerings:” offerings of com-
munion and friendship ; **a foast to all his servants:”
which naturally followed the peace ‘offerings, the flosh of
tho animals offered in sacrifico was caten by the worship-
per, his irionds and tho pricsts, This was tho saorificinl
{foast of which wo havo[many instancss in those earlior
books

OINTS TO TEACHERS.

Topical Analysis.—(1) God’s offerod gift, 5; (2)
Solomon's choice, 6.9. (3) Tho gift bestowed, 10.15.

On tho first topic lot us noto that the vision of Solomon
and tho choica of gifts offored to him camo at the closeo,
a public religious service. Solomon loved the Lord an
sought to honour Him bofore tho people,and bring the peo-
plo to honour Him also; his Licart was fall

of consciousness
of tho mercies of God, mercies to his father David, mercies
tofthe nation and mercios to himself ; his position then
and thero as King over Isracl, was a mianifest token of
tho graco of God, of his faithfulneas to tho covenant with

David, and of his purposes of lovo ; so with dovout grati.
tude Solomon would confess all this before the people
aud by a solemn religious service inaugurato his reign over
God's peoplo. It was not 8o far back to tho days of BU
and to him had como tho mossago from God ; *¢ them that
hionour me I will honour,” and Solomon was now realising
tho fulfilment of that promiso in tho graclous condescon.
sion of tho proflered gift. Toach, that the same promise
holds good to-day; to all who love and honour God tho
word comes,** ask what I shall give thee.” ¢ Hitherlo,"” sald
tho Baviour to His disciples, ‘*have yo askod nothing in
mﬁ name ; a8k, and yo sbail roocive, that {gm joy may bo
full.”  God atands, 8o to speak, with His Infinito blesrings
waiting to bestow thom upon His children if thoy only
ask. \What shall thoy ask? What does Solomon toach
us? Lot us soo.

On tho second topio we find that Solomon's choice was
based on a realization,of his duties ; it was from the fact
that ho had boen chosen to roign over thst great pooplo,
an offico roquiring tho highest wisdom, shat ho folf tho
noed of ** an understanding hoars.” Horois a losson for
us and our gcholars; overy servant of the Divine Mastor
has his work, yot how often is ho oppressed with a senso
of his inability to do that work arighy, and in bittornoss
ho is often tempted to give up, and %o exolaim, * Who is
snflicient for those things ?*’ no one,not onoe of themselves,
but our suflicienoy is of God.” Do any desire to bo made
useful in the sexvico of God, yot fearthat $hoy cannot do tho
work, lot them ask of God the wiedom they mneed,  that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth nos,” Jes. 1:5.
But may wo ask for lower, for tomporal blessings, yes, in
submisesion o the Divine will, for wo know nod, when wo
leavo the region of spiritusl things, what aro rcally bless-
inge ; like littlo ohildren we ohoose too much by appear.
ance or by our own limited knowledge, and the things we
think a blessing may prove a curso ; there is such a thing
as God hearing a preyer in anger and anawering it in
wrath. With refercnco to all those things, onr hearts must
say “Thy will be done.” Teach,that it is acooptable to God
that wo ask the best gifts. The greatess snd best gift of
Qod to man is His Son, tho frce and full salvation that
comes through His atoning death ; and tho nox$ best gifs,
it wo"may roverently compare the gifts of God, is the
Holy Spint, and our * Heavenly Father,' is ready, wo aro
told, to ** give the Holy Spirit {o them that ask Him,”
Luke 11 :13 ; in that gift are included all gilts of wisdom,
understanding and guidance, That you may zealize gome-
thing of the blessings this gift brings, consuit the follow-
ing passages, selecled from many others of the same
character : John 7: 88.39; 14; 16.17 ; Acts 9 : 31 ; Rom.
5:5; 8:14; 8:26; 15:13;.2Cor.8:17; Gal. 5: 6-1¢,
Eph. 2:18; lot us then pray as wo sing,

¢ Come, Holy Sp.rit, Heavenly Dove,
With all thy quickening powors.”

On the third topic noto that the reguest pleased God ; it
was not a request for himself but for the benefit of athers,
ho had not asked richoes, or honour, or what was so dear
to ancicnt monarchs, victory over onemies ; he had asked
for that by which he could bo a blessing o tho people ovor
whom ho was called to reign, and it was this unselfishness
of choico, this desire to consocrate everything 40 God and
bis chosen nation, that'made his reguest accopiablo and
pleasing $o God. Let us learn that ho who bumbly geeks
to bo a blessing, will both bo one and get one. Further,
with the highest gift God gave the lesser, unasked gifts.
Where the best gifts are askoed it is & proof that the lesser
may bo safely added. The man who does not look upon
temporal biessings 2s $ho best thing is the least likely to
misuso them, or be unduly oxalted by sheir possessions ; it
is only those who know the true value of tho highest gifts
that cap be trusted with tholesser ones. God has given to
the world his grundest gift, tho gits of His Son, snd the
Apostle asks with triumphant assurance, Ho who has
dono this ** shall he not, with Him also {recly give us all
things?” Rom. 8:32, * So also every one that forsakoth
houses—-for my name sake shall rcceive a hundredfold,
and shall {nherit everlasting life,” Mats. 19 :29; and
‘¢ Godliness is profitable to all things, having promiso of
the lifo that now is, and of that which is to come,” 1 Tim.
4:8. * Ho is ablo to do exceeding abundantly, above all
that wo ask or think,” Eph. 8 : 20. .

INCIDENTAL TARUTHS AND TEACHTINRGS,

To overy young man thoro comes, consciously or un-
consciously, 6 timo of choice and decision, and apon that
the whole of his futuro dopends.

Woarenot likelyto attain lanything greater than the
thing wo desiru.

Wo should ask God to holp us, that wo may bo o bless.
ing to others asiwell as ourselves.

11 wo fool our inability rightly to perform our dufics lot
us ask God to holp us.

If wo truly ask tho best things, God will give them ¢ous.

1t wo havo not tho blessings wo nced, it is becauss wo
have not asked for them.

It is a privilogo and a duty fo ask; God says toall *'Agk.”

1f the choice camo to us as to Solomon, what should wo

ask?
Something the Bible says about true wisdom,
The wisdom of God, Psa. 104: 24 ; Prov. 3 : 18-20; Jer,
10:12 ; Rom, 11 : 33 ; Eph. 3:10.
The spirit of God the spirit of wisdom, {Ex, 81:3; Aotis
6:8;1Cor.12:8.
Wisdom the gift of God, Prov. 2: 6; Dan, 3:28; Jas.
1:6.
Wisdom is offered to all, Prov. 2:2; 8:20;4: 7.
The fear of the Lord that {s wisdom, Job. 28 : 28 ; Pas.
111: 10; Rom, & : 83.
The truly vighteous are truly wise, Psa. 87: 80.
D W‘udozx will be manifested, 1 Kings, 8: 28 ;Prov. 10:81 ;
an. 2: 4,
- The yraccs of wisdom, Jas. 1: 17,
The blessings of wisdom, Prov. 3 : 18.
74he value of wisdom, Prov, 8:11; 16: 163 19:8.
Jesus Christ, wisdom incarnate, 1 Cor. 80.1 : 34-30.



