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pail was the test of the cow, and
other points were nowhere. Beef
,wasn'tKing. Butter was the magie
wand with which the good bouse-
wifellilled ber tea caddy, replenished
the sugar bowvl, secured ber bonnet,
or renewed those store clothes which
it was so often the darling desire of
ber hearý to possess. Nearly every
"boughten" tbing owned by hier
came fromn the churn, or the plun-
dered produots of the hennery. If
cows were "mixed, " swine, the pork
factors, 'vere as ugly as their famous
possessor, who, wve are told, once
drove Lhem peil-meli into the sea,
and they wvore manes as do wild
boars you may yet see in a menag-
erie. Sbeep, in the xnajority, of
the merino breed, w'ere small, and
seldom approached even the doubt-
fui beauty of their progenitor, an
animal of no value fur mutton and
as ugly, when poorily bred, as a
camel, a sunfish bog or a kangaroo.
Cattie were sometimeslarge when,
at four or five 3 eats old. they reacb-
ed maturity, bu.t even then, they
,%vere bony, coarse, and more of
active than of adipose tendencies.
There wvere but few mnen known as
breeders of thorough bred stock,
and importersof such animals could
have their names counted upon less
than the 4ingers of both hands, and
it may be added that where they
did exist they were regarded as
"lunies." The Provincial Exhibi-
tion bad, not yet begun its wvork of
instruction, and "book farming"
'vas at a fearful discount. Horses,
spry and active, and manageable,
wvere the best and most valued pro-
duet of the farnm. for every fa-mer
,%vas more orless aborseman. Here
'vas one of the chief redeeming
features of rural life, and I oten
think that for general purposes, the
farmer --f that long ago knev better
what suited Canadian requirements
than bis successor of the present
time. In other -'vords, the average

horse, of fifty years since, came
more closely to one's idea of fitness
of things than bis more pretentious
and it may be better pedigreed suc-
cessor. People didn'tseek to drive
"'Clydes" over country roads baif a
century back. partly, it niay be,
because no heavy homses bad found
their way to Canada, but largely
because there was no common use
for them. We badn't «Clydes," or
other beavy wveights, or "two-
twenty" speeders in the ring, or
racers, wortby of the naine, but 've
'vere justly proud of a patient, live-
ly, useful, fair sized animal, an all
round equine friend, in every young
horse we saw; and if hie didn't fetch'
fancy prices bie was wvorth more
money than the average horse of
to-day, could do quite as mucli if
not more work, and 'vas as haffdy
and useful upon the road as on the
farm. I don't sigh for bim, but
wvouId 'velcomne his return, and
would 'villingly trade off some
of tbe lumbering, clumsy, beavy
wveights for bis more active frame
and firmer muscle. But in Roads
our up-to-date style of doing tbings
has every advantage, wbile even
bettEr higbw',ýays are promised. Talk
of mud, 'vitb a big M-, why you
doT±'t know the meaning of the word,
unless yon go into the wvilderness,
and attack a slough, or attempt to
cross a swamp. And wbat can you
tell of corduroys, cross-ways, and
culverts, and jolting bridges, of
mud holes, 'vide and deep, of
ditchIes ever absent wbere most
needed, and buge stumps round
wbicb wagon wbeels or sledslipped
or bumped, of sticky dlay piledinto
yawning chasmns, or of big boul-
ders dumped into a bo]e only to
makze jumping, groaning, creaking,
squeaking 'vheels wvork a 'vider
margin of sloppy, slusby, indescri-
bable confusion? Tbink of the
weary drive-nay tramp-to mil or
market of fifty years ago, if yoti can


