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two periods camne tire Commionwealth, which put clown the

draina and practica-lly discouraged poetry. There was, the
lecturer said, ne strict line of deinarcation between the late

Elizabethains and the eariy Carolines First arnong those

lie inentioned a gi'oup of four Herrick, the greatest of

themn, a writer full of iife and joy, graceful, musical, ine-

dinna: next to inii Carew. a poet unduly neglecteci, and

next Suckling and Lovelace, peîhaps toe highly esteenied.

Specimens of their writings were given, in particular ler-

rick's "'Gather ye ilosebuds," " Bid Me to Live," an~d
Carew's IIAsk IVe no More."

After these mention ',vas mnade of three i'ligious poets-

Herbert, Quarles and Vaughan-and Herbert's charrming
poem on virtue wvas reacl. The naines of CJowley and WValler

were înentioned witiî anr apology for doirug no more in con-

sequence of the shortness of the tinle.
ire lecturer then came to tHie great naine of John Mil-

ton, bon iii 1608, eiglit years before the deatlî of Shakes-

peare, dying iii 1674. Sketching lus literary life, hie

remarked that it xvas divided into three periods, the first

ending with the publication of Lycidas, the second with the

Restoration, the third extending, te the end of Iris life.

To the first period belonged the poem on the Nativity,
L'Allegro, Il Peifacroso, Comus, Lycidas. To the second
his prose works and some sonnets. To the third iParadise
Lest, Paradise llegaiiied, and Samson Algonistes. While

diffierences of judgmient wvill always be found, the place of

Milton must always be aînong the highiest, and tire judg-

ment of»Iiterary mien in general would place hiim next to

Shakespeare, amoung Englislî poets 1lis great distinctive

qualities were loftiness and subliniity, to use Lord Tenny-
son's phr'ase, Illike a seraph strong."

Mr. Saintsbury îlîoughit Courus the greatest of Milton's

peems, whilst Mir, Mark Pattison though t Lycidas was the

Ilhigh water mark of English poetry," Lycidas was a splen-

did peenu the last of the early works, and showing Miltont's
growving antipathy to the existing hierarchical systein. It

appeared in 1637, the samne year in which Hanmpden was

tried for refusing the ship mioney. Tire Long Pai'liament
met three vears later, and in two years more the civil war

broke eut. One could understand that Milton had niany

thoughts to occupy his mind. During the years 1637 te

1657, the year before Cromwell's death, ho wrote only

political tracts, somle of them vulgar and scurrilous, and

controversial books, some of them of great power. Macaulay

compared his prose to cloth of gold. The only poems

writteuî at tItis tinie were some sonnets, including the

famous one on the slaughter of the Piedmontese Protes-

tants.
The lecturer passed more briefly over Paradise Lost and

Paradise Regained as bcing generally known, and then pro-

ceeded to speak of the later Caroline peets, referring briefly

to Marveil, Butler, Sedley, Rochester, and at greater length

to the great Dryden, 'glorlous John Dryden," as hie was

called, a writer who was a gyreat critic and a great peet, re-

presenting both Englishi and French influences. Hie mnen-

tîoned a nunuber of pieces, which might be taken as speci-

mens of his style, and concluded by quoting two stanzas

from Alexander's Feast.

VICTOIAN POtTIty.

TsuF sixth and seventh lectures of the course were by the

Rev. A. Pitman on the poetry of the Victorian era the

former dealing with "lthe malady of the soul," as given voice

to by (i) A. H. Clough and (ii) Matthew Arnold. The

lecturer spoke first of the eharacteristics of the Victorian

age as so distinct in its poetry from ail that had gone be-

fore, givijng several reasonis why this should be so. After

this introduction hie spoke more particularly of the Ilpeets

of unrest " who reflect as in a mirrer a century of restless-

ness and doubt, wliich is especially the case witlî Clough.
Hie nioticed the beauty of their characters and the gentieness
of their spirit wvitli tire sweet sadness of their poemns, illus-
trating Iris reinarks by frequeuît and apt quetatiens froin
both, wvhile at the saine tinie lie conîpared their poinits of
view. Matthexv Arnold's loss of faith wvas evidenced lby

selections fi-om I'fli GCrand Chaitrose " and other poeîns;

tire sweetncess and delicacy of lris tonies f roni Il tequiescat "-

"lStrew on bi r R1oses, Roses," while bris miusical power, xas
illustrated by the chorus froin Il Emipedocles on Ei'tna," a

few stanzas of wlîich we inay venture te quote iii conclu

sien
\VItt foi-iris are tliesc coiniîîî

So wlhite tlxronlîI tlic gleolii ?
XVlat garîiliso1lt-gi-ýiîiu

'l'le gold-tlower'd brooni!

\Vhat swtcet-b)rcating preseîce
)iit-perfurires the thyn ic?

XX'Iit x'oices îenraptiire
he night's baliny p>rimie Y

''is Apollo conmas leading
1[is choir, thc Ninie,

'fli lealder is fairest
Butt ail are dlivinie.ý'

ON Saturday, Decemiber l2)th, Mr. Allani A. Pitmian
delivered the last of tlîe Trinity Extension Lectures in
Association Hall. Tlie subject was IlTire Renewal of Life,"
as evinced by Browning, and was a continuation of bis lec-

ture- of the previeus week on " The Malady of the Seul."

The lecturer first dwvelt on Birowvning as anr optirnist. Like
ail truly great poets, hli ac his own philesephy of life,
wl mlay be suînmed up as Il a noble optiiniismi." Evil,
however greas, lias always in it a possibility of good. Even

in tlîe gliastly Morgue at Paris (depicted in Il Apparent
Failure "), where hope seems utterly extinguished, we nmust

cenclude IlTlîat what begyan best, can't end werst, uer what
Qed blessed once, prove accurs't." Again, lie wvas the peet
of Hope. His was the large religion of tolerance and coin-
prehonsion. Hie insisted on these cardinal and essential
doctrines, '- believe in Ged and iii the seul " aîîd Illive your
life as in God's presence." Browning is constantly accused
of beiîîg both unînusical and obscure. Now, there is a
seuse in which both of these allegatioîîs are true. Some
collocations of words are harsh with steuy consonants and
rough syntax, but that Browning can be as musical as any
Englishi peet, and can add the emetional enmphasis of sound
te'the logîcal emphiasis of sense, is clearly shown in -such
poemis as "lCluilde Roland " and Il Fra Lippe Lippi." And
if by "lobscure " bo meant Ildifficult te understand," it is

true that Browningy is often obscure, ewing te the nature of

his subject, for it must naturally be difficuit te express subtle
thought in the language of ordinary conversation, and
ewing te his puculiar manner, with its swift and sudden
transitions, which are characteristics of the author's rapidity
of thought. Browning was the peet thinker, who touched
Ilnet deep things obscurely, but obscure things deeply."
His are net the poems whichi cîsn he read in an arrn-chiair
in the last heurs of the eveuiug, nor ought auyone te com-
mence with his shorter pems, which are undoubtedly diffi-
cult, owing te deep concentration of thought. The lecturer
enlarged oni Browning's strengthi aud healthy-mindedness as
the best antidote for the malady of the seul, enrichiug his
eloquent advocacy by quotations frein IlThe Ring and the
Book," "lParocelsus " and IlEvelyn Hope." Browning does
net shrink at times from depirting the diseased, distorted
temperament with vivid, even painful, intensity ; but his
worst and most degraded types are ever redeemable. Even
a Ned Bratts, even a Guide Franceschini may be saved by a
sudden lightning flash, which reveals te us their whole char-
acter. Browning shows forth te us a high philosophy with
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