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Languages.
Greek's a harp we love to hear,
Latin 18 a trumpet clear ;
Spanish like an organ swells ;
[tallan rings its bridal bells ;
France, with many a frolic mfen,
Tunes her sprightly violin ;
Loud the German rolls his drum,
Waen Russie’'s clashing cymbals come ;
But Britaln's sons may wcll rejotce,
For English {8 the human volce.
These, with eastern basses far,
Form the world's great orchestra.

JAPAN THE CIILDREN'S PARADISE,

Nowhere are there more of
them; nowhere are they better
loved. The sweetest senti-
ment of Japan is filla] love,
and parents who love thelr
~hildren  passionately ara
amply recompensed for this
affection by the care and re-
spect with which they are
surrounded later in 1ife,
when they have reached old
age.

It is a charming spectacle
to see the children in Yoko-
hama, when they go. at the
beginning of springtime, to
look for shells at low tlde.
They come in groups from ail
parts of the clty, carrying
with them baskets and boxes
hanging from their backs

Having disrobed, they run
Joyously over the beach, prat-
tling and crylng out with
glee, devoting all thelr
energies to the search, whils
the heads of sleeping bables
are balanced , funnily on the
hips of older brothers or
gisters,

Japanese children are never
bashful or sullen. They look
you straight in the face, never
draw back if you call them
to you, and although intimi-
dated by the familiarity ot
strangers, they smile at you
it you show them a friendly
tace. And curlously enough
you can draw a crowd of
tbexn immediately i you seem
interested in some Invisible
object. Thus a passer-by in
Europe who looks into the air
will soon ses a crowd gather
sbout him. In Japan this
crowd is one of children,

The custom of shaving their
heads is disappearing. TYou
know in what manner this is
done. Only = little lock of
balr is left just at the top of
the head, and sometimes also
& tuft at the necx,

Two days in the year are
exclusively devoted to chil-
dren. At Tokyo, Kioto, Yoko-
hama. and in all the citles of
Japan there is a day when
the shops are full of tovs,
little models of persons or
things, or even figures of the
entire Japanese court In
minjature. This i{s on the
great holiday for little girls,

At this time, larze and small
are dressed In garments of all
colours and affeet the most
extraordinary  head-dresses.
The mothecrs are very proud
of these tollets.

_ The corresponding boys

holiday falls on May 5. Then
they are seen scattered every-
where about the country. At
each houseé 1s raissd a bamboos mast from
which hang, blown about by the wind,
strings of paper fishes These repre-
sent carp, and are symbols of energy and
constancy. For as the carp car ascend
streams against the stronge:t currents,
Just so a studious child can, in following

Japaneso children love also tho sport
of Rite-fiylng. They make kites with
strins of bamboo on which is fastened
i the paper of very tough texture, common

in Japan. Some kites are of hugo size
ard can be ralsed many hundred yards.
Veritable swarms of them may often be
| sren flying above vitlages. The children
| attach to them little devices tuat under

the {nfluence of the wind give ou* a most
curious musical humming sound.

The Japanese chil¢ is neither rough
nor brutal. He 1s tull of lite and spirits,
notking more. He spends his money
for fruit and candy llke other children
and takes his pleasure in & more rational
way than the American ch'ld. being both

Truly Japan {a a children's paradige ! , less strong and less combative,
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offices a certaln pumber of Japancso,
chtidren as clerks or errand-boya, W
iz sald that all Httle Japaness, especlal-
Iy these messenger boys, have a speclal
talent for whistling. They even whisllo
European tunes!

We should say, In closing, that In,
Japan people Jove children so mach that ,
when they have none of thelr own, they .
adopt one, and if a Japanese thinks he s,
too poor to suppcrt his child, he hastens
to get it adopted by some rich family, .
which he aiways succeeds in doing.

ABOUT TOREBIGN S8CHOOLS.
Germany sends more of her children
to school than any other natlon. Par-

Wuar says tho bell on a Sunday morn,
As to our cars by the wind "tis borne?

It cchoes all over Lill anit plain,
Always tho samc mwonotunous strain,
*To prayer! To prayer!”

What says the bell, as over the sca

*Fis waftod by breezes wild and freo?

Fitful but deep the ominous xnell

Comes frotn the buoy ou the rock to tell,
* Boware! Beware!”

What says the bell, a« all alono

Wo suddenly hear its mourn{zl tono?

Sudden and clear, and far between,

It says to the heart in accents keen,
* Prepare ! Prepare t”

What if unheard the bell chonld be,
The mariner sinks in the boiling soa;
A soul 15 lost that might bave been won;
A hardered sinner goes wandering on.
¢ Tako care! Tako care!”

But the child that attracts most atten-
tion is the ch'ld of the sampans (boats).
Each sampan s generally . navigated
with the ald of two heavy sweeps, man-
aged by two children. of whom the
Jounpgest is often nol more than eigbt or
ten years old.

ents arc required to send to school every
bog or girl between the ages of 6 and 14,
A pecullarity of the system is that the
parent, on sending bhis son to primary
sthool. must decide whether he is to go
through the classical. sclentific, or bus)-
There are ten times

, ad¢ition, under the heading.

one o'clock. The puplls return io tho
afiernoon, and are tavght singing, sow-
ing, drawing, etc. Tho school yoar bo-
glas in October, and lasts untll Septem-
ber, there bdeing one month of summer
vacatisn,

The rules governing school children
fo Russia arc applied not only when they
are at school, dut when on tho streot
or sven at bome. 1t is a serlous slola-
tion of the Iav for a child to appear on
tho street without all his bdut.ons dut-
tuned. Schoolboys must salute teachera
and officlals of the State with a i.iite
bow, at the same time removing thelr
bata,

Switrerland has many strange customs
regarding public achoala.  Great cars 18
taken in that country to
teach the laws of health and
clcanlinees. In somo places
bath-rooms are bulit in con-
nectlog with the schools. and
in these pupils are taught the
chemlical effecte of soap and
weter. Soms citfes have in-
troduced jnstruction in swim-
ming, skating and open alr
games as parts of the school
courses. In many places the
Government furnishes warm
dinners and clothes to poor
school children. Oftentimes,
when they come from long
distances in the rain, dry
garments are Kept In the
schools, in order that they
may have a change.

It 1s sald that f§iliteracy 18
almost unknewn In Sweden.
All children are expected to
be In schcol between the ages
of 7 and 14, which rule is
strictly enforced after the
ninth year. Women in that
country are allowed to helong
to the school boards. Swedish
boys and girls have to attend
schoo! only thirtv-six weeks
in each year. leaving almost
four months of Tollday.
School is held every day In
the week. but Saturday is re-
served for manual {raining.
An original manual training
system now gaining headway
in the Swedish schools pro-
mises to become popunlar in
many progressive countries.
This {3 known as °* Slojd.”
which s a combination of
manual training and Del-
garte. It is for the most nart
madelling  fn wood, sewing
and dolng other practieal
work, the positinns of the
body assumed while thus em-
ployed uniting in a measuro
with gymnasticg. Girls are
tanght knitting, sewing. darn-
ing, pattern drawing and cut-
ting and dressmaking. all the
movements of which work are
go arranged as to develop
certaln necessary muscles.

The excellent public school
gystem of far-off Japan to a
great extent tells the tale of
the recent ronid rise of that
nation to a high plane of en-
lightenment. The punils of
this Empire are taught ac-
cording to the combdined prin-
clples of the French and Am-
erican systems, with some
origtnal additlons. In the
higher schools girls are taaght
such subjects as *“ mode of
preserving flowers, modo of
burning incense, mode of
folding papers, sitting etl-
quette, etiquetto in toa party,
standing etiquette,”” and, in
‘ household
management,” they get ~ hyglenle train-
tng of children, nursing of patients, at-
tention to furbltare, garments, washing,
hatr dressing, income and expenditure
and employing serianis.” Whete i»
there to be frund a better course for “the

TUnder the eyes of parent
or patron the young boatmen give proof
of fncomparable address and agility. ,
They live on board the boat, eating and .
sleeping there, and so are trained to be |,
excellent sallors for the Japanese navy.

Foreign 8Srms also employ in thelr

]
the difficult current of life, acquire for- el
tune and renown.

There are as many of these paper fish
at each house as there are children In
it, s0 that at some houses as mrny as a
dozen fisk may be counted o= the masts.

new woman ?”’

For vacations, the young Dritisher, }ike
the German yoongeter. gets only his
week at Christmas, Faster and Whitsun-
tide, and three weeks only in summer,
commencing with the first Monday In

as many men as women teaching school |
in Germany.

In Fraace public schicols are provided ,
for babies two yeara old. In this Re.,
pudblic, as in Germany, school becgins
dally at eight o'clock, and lets out about |
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