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jr w'ili flot be attended with that forlorn air of
resignaxion that sO often marks your bearing
on1 like occasions. Let me beg that yon wvill
to-niorrow evcning exert those powers of
pieasing, that you naturaliy possess in so great
a degrec, bearing in :nind tUai Miss Flora de
Favivri is a charming, girl, and a rich liciress.
You undersuand me-"

It wvould bc difficuit to decide xvheîhcr Ar-
îlîur's counienance, during this extraordinary
sp~eech, bc-toke-.ed more asîonishmen, or pioa-
sure; it wvas evident, however, that the con-
ciuding phrase had given rise to feeling.s ilat
he hesitated ta express, ussil obser-%ing that bis
faher regarded hlim %vith a severe and scrutin-

la'glook, lie rejcinied-
«Certainiy, my dear father, I ought to un-

derstand you, and 1 gathcr fronm your words,
-thaz you would flot rejccz an alliance with a
mani, who. like- Mons-ieur le Marquis de Favieri,
follotws the profession of a banker."*

IlBear in mind, sir," repiied the Count, wîith
hauteur, Ilthat tbis man is the represeiýtative
of one of the most nable families of Fiorence
Commerce and monetary transactions, %vhicSi
ln Prance arc considecd derogu.ory to nohil-
ity, are in Italy iooked upon in a very differ-
cnt light; and there is no sort of comparison ta
bc made between Monsieur dc Fav«ieri-a man
wvho hus not made biniscif a banker, but wvho
lias reniained onr- as his ancestors -were bcforc

ii-and the psa ciins that become
bankers in our couniry."

At tiiese words, ail traces of picasurabie
emotion fled front the counitenance of A&rthur;
heb<-came cmbarrassed, and -tirnidly Temarked:-

9Yet gureiy there are somne honourabie men
am~ong these citiz-ens?,'

':rflat is, I presume, z matter of perkert Irn-
dificece Io yon. s-.What can vou have to
do with .nue2% pe-oplcV-

:ohn, sir, raotbir;.. ça-d Arthur, in cvi-
dent agivation, %vhich caused the Count to iook,
sterniy a: him, as if doubzing his assprtiior.-
At long th lie rephc4, pompousy-

«'You cal yourself the XViscoint de Lo=eraie,
nd Iny sari. Do a forget this again. if vou
have airendy do-ieso

'iT -.leer have. fr- assure you, 1 have
dont nohiru l

ilT ask for no assurances or explanatior.,
Arthur. A zentleman irustq ro the honc'ur nf
bi.s sqon -iRenenier, vou %xili rrcornpany me
to the 3tarquWss to-rnorrov."

I shahl - ai yonr servic, sir, ant heson
,wiîbdrer..

Ile faiher lm$a again on ibec point cf pro- I

cedn obscarniage, when a second trit. r.
ruption occurred in the arrivai of M. PN.ý>
between whoin and the Courit the fuIluwýà'
conversation ensued :

'lYou have corne but just in ue, for 1 liai
guven yenuUp, aiid in tendcd caihing on v'nu ..-
my way 10 St. Cioudi."

'Il have been ont ail the morningl; bwzainsi
kec*ps nie always st!rnin,"

Wùl, hou' are w,.'t getting onl"
"The expedition to Algiers willi3ke p'a~-,

That is a seticd poîit"
IAnd wvhat success have our people liad w

the minisier of a?
"I scarcciy dare tell you.*'
What! wili rhe immense sacrifices 1 ha,#

mrade, bc ail tbrown awav ?*
'Not, if yetu go on tu make more. Oi.ht:

.ise, 1 fcar, yes."'
CMore- ver!" cnied tire Court, wah 'Mi",

tience; 'Il thought tixat tUe four hurite
tbou:;and francs 1 have alicady advai,&
would surcly bc sufDiclent?*

IBut there are so mary people to saîi'sfr.-
"Wcil, thcr, if 1 shouid decide upon m.ak.:7

a new sacrifice, is là certain thar I shiai ohiL.
tUe sole disposai of tUe e-quipmcnts '".

"That is beoad ail doubt."
IAndI whnt further ad-tance us required
-Remember," said 'M. ?oissy, evading

immediate andI diirect'repiy; Il n is a contrez:
by wbich you will gain thrce or four mîil-
or francs.'*

*So 1 understand; but wbat is tbeaddit.
ai1 price I must pay to procure this contr.-r:

o tlestan one hundrcd tbousand crotr
.Ire -qiie

IOne hundred thousand crovns ! Th;--:
exorbitant.*'

IlWha:, te gain four millions T"
IAh!" repiod tUe Court, with asugli, 'w:

times are ours? Once, the kinrz conid h,~
made -. pres-crit t0 one of Urs nobles, of sucah
moriopoiy as this, and thai wo-id have se

longez the king wvho -,overti.% but a chm
or depiesi:, comp ost' of morey,-ccnp..rs
mechan:c-s; andI a ciramber of upsiart-
composrd of clerks taken fromn bhbind ahi t

c.i:zneas ir France, wberù they have icarat
sdcve-n tbelr ver)' bonour."

So mueb the beuter for tbc,s %vho h42.
tire Inrars of bnving IL"

"lt is dpiorable wbcn ont bias Io giiet
times as -ntr , h as i s %vorth.?

,siBnt tell me, Moris.,cur le Comte?" in'l
rrupcdi tUe mranger, "w:ii ibhis suai pw.


