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ANSW;ERING OUR OWJ1 F2RAY)IRp,

BY REV. T!. L. CUYLER.

We use this expression, flot too literally, but simply for Nvant of ai
better one. The ides, we aim at is, that ýVery' Christian iz bound te de
his utmnost for the fultilment of his own prayèrs. -So fi nover te ask
God to give what hie is not, trying his utmnost' to obtain;- he'is nover to
ask C4od te make hlm wvhat lie is not fitithfully'try'ing to becomne.

This is our ides.. It is partially illustratod by the familiar fable of
Hercules and the waggoner. \Vhen the overloaded' 'vagon sunk inte-
the mire, instead of labouring to pry out the imibedded vehicle, the wag,-
goner fell to praying Hercules to interpose his brawny arm for' bis relief.
The god of muscle tlius appoaled te, remninded the luckless toanistor that,
wvhile lio prayed for help, lie had botter put his own. shoulder te« the
wvheel, and help himself.

in one seuse this heathen fable illustrates the true relation hetwoon
thid sovoreign Ged anid the child of prayer. On our side is completo
dependence. On the side of Onmnipotence is infinie xnercy. Froni nIl.u
eometh 'dowvn every good and overy perfect gift. And because wve are se
dependent upon oui' heavenly Father, and owe hiùs so rnuch of sub-

misoobedience, and trust, thèrefore Nwc àro te "1pray without ceasing'1
-But while we pray we are te work: first, as a proof of the sincerity of
our desires; and next, in order te obey God, who commana u te, becomo
the very mon that -%ve ask hlmi te make us býi his grace.

.»Oes e-%ory child of Cod dIo his utuiost tb 'secure the auswers te his;
owii uttered reqtuests? Most eniphatic.ally wo reply, No! 'With oven
the best ii thero la a sad disparity between prayer and practic--
between the askings of the lips and the actinga of the he9rt,.-.between

*1. Take, for example, the oft-repeated prayer for grow1k in gvrace.
Ti sa vital roquest, and the nuost formai Christian professer wviIl utter

inearly evory day of his life. If lie wotild' resist- the coitinual gravi-
tation of înward sin and surrounding worldlinéss, lie ml'ust by as con-
tinually for lienrtgrace.' But just, imiagine the owner of a vast' feld cf
wveeds kneeling down among "johnswort" aind Canada thiaties, sud>praý-
inig God to give hini freux that field a plentifuil *comu harvést!1 Not a

V. furroiw lias been turned. Nof a kernel planted. Dit tho insaie huàbpmnd-
mxan iniplores'froin lhoavon'a crop, teward the gowing of which limn
ýugs fiîîgers, have'net beeà lifted. My Christian brother, yýxu .:neverv aïe guilty of such folly in the management of'your'sècular lnt'erets
:You nover expeet cargoes withoiit sendinig shiÈs sea-wiiéd; yoii ù?ëver
count on croppa -vithout ploughing, mlauring and sooding, youriacres.

'iNZo school-girl wvould oxpect te see lier pet flo-,yer -gro* &i the' 0,onserva-
toUr -%ithiout -%yator and fresh oarth. She sprinkies *the azalea leaves
until they dr.ip, and feecis the délicate tuberose wi'th new eSth a often
'as ith wasting 'caves tý1egrapli itê hunger. God'takzes 'care, of 'hei plnts;
"lut sho takoes care àf theni toc, aýnd does flot tect hin tô work miacles
for the benefif of lazy people. lier praye r for her floweis la in thé b.im-


