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away froin thc clwvellinig, ws to a large field, to bu shaken and l>eaten. It is
surprising thiat municipal autîtorities, prinit, as somc of thei dIo, carpets to he
beaten in tovns and villages in vacant lots quite near to dIwellings. Windows
-ire comnionly open at such a timie, and the objectionable excreînental dust
from the carpets is oàfîn in such cases h)lowvn dir:ctly into nuighboring holuses.
The floors and walls of d1wellings should be so constructed as tu be impervious
to moisture and dust. Those wvho have rend the valuiable paper in this and the
previous ininer on mnicro-organisnis in the air of roins wvill readlily linder.
s;tand how important it is that tluors shoudd lie absoltîtely dust proof. A
layer or two of good paper under a carpet %vil] hellp greitly Io prevent dust
getting into the cracks eç ordinary Iloors. Tfli ordiiiary plaster-ed walls absorh
the nioisture of the breaili with its poisonous contents and ail walls should be
mnade inipervious to mioisture and of such material as to permit of being wvell

washed. WVhh inipervions walls and iloors andl no cracks -,t joints or else-
where, a bouse can he perfectly cleaned, otherwçis-e il cannor be.

SUmýI-*c'r as we ail are la onr inîercoîîrse with socicty to receive into our
biody at almost any tinie, the miicroscopie orginîsrns which constitute the in-
fections of disecase, any facts relating to the natuire of these orgalnisms can
hardly fail robe of interest to aIl intelligent readoers. There is a great deal
yet Io be learned inii egard to the bacteria of infections disease, yî, alînosi
d-aily newv and important facts are being hrought to light for the benefit of
niankMnd. No part of tIse suhjcct is of gatrinterest ihain that which relates
to the inanner in which tlîeseorganisnis ''take rooi" iii the body, and:which ex-
plains howv il is that while, on exposure to inetsonie contract the disease
and others escape. The fact is, as \Valson Cheyne, F. R. C. S. (Surg.
Kings Col. Hospital, Lond. E.) said the other day in a leczurc at uIl Royal
College of Surgeons, Lond., in tîtese disenses wve biave two opposing forces-
on the one side the bacteria, on the utber the body, and these forces are by no
ineans always equally niatclîed ; nr do they always bear the sanie relation to
ech other ia different species of aîîiînals. In ý,iiie animiaIs the bacteria
are more powerfnl than the body, the resistance on the part of the body
being scarcely, if i ail, evident ; in other species of aniaiils the saie bacteria
airc nîch weaker than the body, and if they chance to sncceed in entering the
animal organisai, they only do so by the aid of ollher conditions, and when
uhese conditions cease to act the bacueria again dlie ont. Inoculate guinea-pigs
with tubercle bacilli and wve constantly prodiîce a rapid andI general disease
wliich bas little or no tendency to remnain localised, and no tendency to un-
dergo spoataneous cire. On the other hand, in man, we see that opportuni-
tics for infection with tubercle bacilli are frequently prescrnt wvithout being fol-
lowed by infection ; that the disease assumes a variety of formns under a variety
of external conditions ; and thaï, il has comiparatively little tendency to becomie
generalised, but has a stroag te2ndency to get well.

IN most cases it appears the organismns are not of thieniselves able ta set up
action and disease.- Whaî is their fate whert they fail to get the upp..r band ?


