
THLE IIIGHER EITATION 0F WOMEN.

subjected to influences and impres-sions
ýexclusively maternai; it is niotiier-stufi'
throughout. And this goes on thus al
the tinie during which îit is developing
into r-eadliness to beconie the newv-born
babe-the man that is to be. Biood
-and boue, nierve an' muscle, are al

oae ut of mother-stuif. Can vie ex-
ziggerate the importance to the future
man of the quality of that inother-stuif î

Here, naturaliy, there rise in recoilec-
-tion the many stlories (more or 'ess wvell
utb~enticated) cf the resuits on the
bodily con6gauration or mental disposi-
-tion cf the oifspring, occasioieci by acci-
-dents occurxing te the parent during
bler pregnancy. H-ow, for instance,
Rýing, James the First's wanti of person.-
ai courage, and congenitai hiorror cf
edgedl weapons, are attributeli te the
impressions 1 )rodttced upon him, or,
rather, wrought into hlm, white stili
*nnborin, by what Mary Queen of Scots,
bhis mother, feit and suffert.d at sighit cf
the naked blades wvbichi were slaughIter-
ing David Ifizzio in lier l)resence. Or
again, bow Napoleon's bent of genlus
towards war and strateg- las been.
'regarded as the outcome cf his pregnant
niother's share in hier soldier huband's
,campaigning, and the consequent occu-
1Vation cf her thouglits and feelings wvith
-tue inovements cf war. Suicl exampies
:zuake Ooleridge's sentence seemn less

s~rluthat '1 the history cf a man for
,the nine moniths preceding his birth
would probably be far more zzinteresting,
-and contain events cf greater xnoiment,
than ail that follows it." Manif stiy, it
is before bis birth, rnainly, that the man
is made. Froni and af cer bis birth, hie
lias mostly net te be made, but te grow;
the miaking of bum lias been begun and
*c.irried on, and wveil towvards completed
in bis mother's wvomb. The food which
lis developingl organisni las fed upon
lias been, in fact, lis mother. If it lias
been good anid wvholesome food, it is se
1because shie -%vas ln a gcod and. whole-
-sonie conditio, had a sound mind in a
ýsound body, pcssessed an unibhaken con-
ýstitution, a well h)alanced, brain, a
heaithy digestion-in short, was alto-
.- ether iti sucli a vital state as te fit and
aat lier for di-cliarging duly the

erd nous functions cf niaternity.
Ue returu te my faets and authorities

ini preof that the Ilhigher educatien " cf
wiomen tends to indispose themn for mat-
rinicny and unfit them, for maternity.
Mr. lierbert Spencer, ini ls Princiiles
cf Biology, after noticing that tee inucli
bodily labor prob:ibly renders wcn-îen
Iess 1)rclific, proceeds as folciws :- That
absolute or relative infertility is gener-
aliy produced in wvonen by mnéntal
labor carried. te excess, iu more clearly
shown. Theug-li the regimen cf upper
class girls is not Nvliat it sheuld. be, yet,
considering that their feeding is better
than that cf girls belonging to tise poorer
classes, whie lu most rEspects their
physical treatment, is net wverse, the
deficiency cf reproductive powver among
them. may be reasenably attributed te,
the overtaxing cf their brains, an over.
taxinig wliich produces a serions reactien
on the physique. This diminution cf
reproductive power is net shown cnly by
tise greater frequency of absolute steril-
lty, nor is it shown enly ln the enriier
cessation cf chid.bearing; but it is aise
shown in the very frequent inability cf
sncb vonmen te suckie their infants. In
its full sense, the reproductive powQer
means the power te bear a weil devel-
opcd infant, and to supply that infant
wvitli the natural food for the natural
period. Most of the flat-c'aestea girls
who survice their high. pressure educa-
tien are unable te de this. Were their
fertillty measured by the number cf
chidren tlsey couid rear without arti-
ficial aid, they would prove i'elatively
-ýery infertile."

I n confirmation cf the foregcîng, I
xnay quote tise weighty autherity cf Dr.
Matthews Duncan, wvhc, in replying te
the que tien 'lDe ycu find that girls
wlio go ln for wbiat is called tho higlier
education have the catamenia lessened,
or rendered. irregular 1" writes :--«'I de.
I have tbis as a distinct opinion ;" ad-
ding, "- Amenorrhoea and chierosis and
developiument cf great nervomisness are
f requent resuits cf everpressure at or
near the important epochi-fifteen te
twenty years eof age. Te the sanie cause
I have often attributed destruction cf
sensualiby cf a preper coinendable
kind, and its consý:quent personal and-
social evils."

Wî'iting on the sanie subject, Sir Ben-
j amin Brodie says :-IlThe mind, in the.


