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THE BBEB.

wbo wag on hutsoback, approach, started hastly to | projecting the finger on which the ring was placed.

luy feet, and made o hurned sign to lus associato to
qau the apartment. 1L was too late however: the
horsgman had already aligiued, and was now in the
passage of the inn, calling loudly for the landlord.
Donald, finding lic could not cscape from the apart-
ment, butin such a minncr as ho conceived might
excito suspicion tn {huv new concr, tesolvad to bLrave
out the threatencd mterview m the bust way ho coull.
With this deteraunatiou, ho resumed his soat, taking
the precaution, howover, agamst bewg recognised, of
drawing his bounet down over his brows, and mutihng
his plawd closely around hint. Thus prepared, tho
bandu resolutely awarted the entrunce of the uuwnel

como visiter.  Unluckily for Donald, as tha seyjuel
will shew, it happened that a panty of the BlackWatceh
vonsisting of about twenty won, arnved at the public
hnuse, shortily alter Cuptam Campbell, on the:r march
to 3nothor part of the conntty. These men, of whoso
arnval Campbell was awate, took posscession of the
kitchen, faid aside their nuskets and koupsacks, aund
preparcd so enjoy themsclves fur an hour or two
before resunung their route.

In the meantime, Campbell antered the room which
Donald occupicd—1t bemg the best, nay, sltnustiho
only one in the house; and, having given orders to lus
kost to provide for lns horso, which sull remained at

tne door, placed bunsolf at the table at wiuch tho
freebootar—1rho etifl conmnued to wamtian the same
discourteons pos.iton which ho hada assumed previous
to the entrance ot tho formor—was sezted.

The dogged silence, and equivocal appoaranco and
conduct of the outlaw, soon attracted the notice of
Campbell ; and something like o suspicion of lus real
profession crossed Ins mind, as ho seated tumsolf op-
posite to lum—a euspicion which was pretty plaaly
expressed by the scrutimzing glances which he throw
from time to tune across the table, Heedless of these,
Campbell’s mysierions companion mawtamed his
sidence and his position, and gave no indications whaut-
evor of Ins being aware of the presenco of & stranger.

 Friend,” said Cawpbell, at length, and at the
eame time filling up a glass of spirits, with winch ho
had been supphed by luy host, * will you drnk with
me 3

*¢ I drink only when [am thirsty,” replied Donald,
gruffly, and without wmoving from s position.

* Not a bad rule,”” replicd Campbells ** 1t will pre.
vent you dnnking overmuch, if stricily adhered to.”

. To this the outlaw merely rephed by a shght nod of
acquiescence, and at tho same moment raising one of
Ins arms to adjust hie plaid.  Winle he was i thoact
of doing this, Campbell’s eye was caupht by the gin.
1ormg of a eplendid ting which ho wore on on¢ of his
fingers; for Donald was rathier tastcful in the decora-
tion of his person, and hed acyuired a sirong predilec-
uon for such ornaments,  Campbell thought he knew
the ring, and his face grow pale, and his whole frame
became ngitated with the feclings which this real or
unaginary recognition excited. A momesnt’srcdlcction,
however, showed Lim the extreme improbebility of tns
conjecture, and forced upon tum the behef that he
must  certainly havo been mistoken  The motion
of the freebooter’s hand prevented h m, for some time,
ftrom following out lusscrutany of the object of hissus-

‘¢ Pray, what nght, sir, bave yos ¢0 mquite wheu or
how I got this nng 2"

Confirmed in his suspicions of the real character of
the porson who was with lnm by lua very cquivocal
manner, and dotermmed to have the information ho
wanted, Campbeil started to lus fout, and, siriking the
wabla violently wath s clonchod fist, cxllanned,--
** By Hoaven, sit, I will kaow how you camo by that
1ing ! It was once wine; It has sinco bean the pro-
perty of a (riond, aud 1 shall leern, bicfors | leave
this apartaieat. how st camo to be yowrs, uvtherwse
it shail bo all the worse for ono of us.”  Saying thus,
Campbedd clapped bz hand on ks swi 1!, Jrew o, pro- |
coeded to the duur of the apartment, 1'u° g 't vivlontly '
apen, and called on his soldicrs, who were w the ad-
Jomng apartment, to como to him. These wstantly
answorning the call, and recogmisnyg m Campbell one
of thewr officess, uud & fuvorite one, stuud ready to
obey bis cotmmands.

In the meantine, the outlaw, undaunted by the
unczpected dangars which now surrounded i, 1v-,
mamed coul and vollected, stil keepmg tis seat at |
the table with the samie ar of dogged rusulution whicl
he had first assumed, and aever vaco casting hise o
upon tuo suldiers by which the spatiment was now
filled.

On the cntrance of tho latter, ** Now aur,** saud
Campoll, agan approaching the table at which the
freebuotor sat, ** you cither wfuins .ac instantly Low
you came by that ring, vr you ssaich of to head guar
ters under a suitable cscort, there to ba doalt with as
you sppear to desetve.””

**So," replied the outlaw, looking fiercely over the
hand on which his head was restug, ** you think s
an excelicnt way of chiciing wmfonnaticn doubtless--
Ha, ha, ha!"" ho added wuhi a laugh of bitter scoen
You never was more matoken i your ife  You bave
taken the most cflectual way you possibly eould have
talen to shut my month., 1 tell you nothung &1z, he
continued, . a resolute and somewhat contemptuous
tone, ** 1if you proceed Lo violenco. It you Jdo uot, 1’s
hard 10 say what 1 unay do** ffaving said this, the
mtrenud outlaw resumed lus fiest position, and awaited,
with an air of apparent indificrence, the result of hus
romarks,

Campbell instantly felt tho force of these, of the
latter paruculariy, and saw at onco tuat the person
ho had to deal with was not one who was llely to
yicld information on compulsion, whatever might be
extracted from hun by other means; and while Camp-
boil saw this, Donald upon lus past, perceived the hold
he had upon Campbell, although he knew not upon
what 1t was founded, beyond its ostensible cause—the
ring; and the conaciousn#ss of his udvantago, increased
his confidence and strengthened the rosolution to which
he had come, of rescrving hus information for the pur.
chace of his porsonal safety, the only terms he bod
determined, on which ho would be communicative.

The coolness, prawputude, and dexterity, with
which the outlaw thus made the circumstances of
Campbeli’a 1nterest an the ring which he possessed,
available to his own advantage, showed o degree of
presence of mind worthy of # greater occasion and a
better cause.

|

picious; but the latter, at leongth, baving unguardedly
placed his cfbow on the table, and rested b s head on

s Well, fricnd,’” said Campbell—-who, as has been
already said, saw the hopelessness of compulsory m2a-

the hiand winch wwas adorned with the ring, it wasthus' sures with the desperate character before him, and
fully and fairly placed in Campbe!t’s view, who, avail-t who now determmed to try the effects of moro cones-
ing himeelf of the opportunity, agamn fustened s eyo! liatory language—** if 1 order these men to withdraw,
upon it, and again the idea that hie recoguised 1n it an and,”” he added in o whieper, *¢ if 1 ofier you pereonal

old acqumintance recurred foraibly to his mn.nd.  Wath
this conviction hig agitation returned; and, thongh!
unuitnessed by lus conpanivn, his countenonee ot his
1goment cirongly expressed the workings of deep va-
nious, and confiicling feehngs  In <hort, Camphell!
imagined, however itnprobibfe the circumstance, end
bawever unaccountable, that he hcd discovered, in
the ornament which the ontlaw wore on hisfinger, the
ndentical ning, which, upwatds of three years before,
tic had piven to Is hella Maliern How it had come
into the posseaion of its present owner, or how it had
faund its way into this remote corner of the Highlands,
ke of course could not possibly conjecture; but, how-
ever these circumstances mught be accounted for, he
feit assuted that it was indeed the gift he had presnted
ta Isabella. It was some litile ime, however, before
Campbell could, 1n tho face of so many mprobabuli-
ties, venture to make any inquiries on the sulject of,
him who alone econld answer thew.  But at length all
reluctance, all dehicacy of feching towards the stranger
gave way belore the impulse of the moment, and—
** Friead, friend,” hie exclauned, in s voice rendered
indsstinct with emotion, * how did you come by that
iz ? 1 have particular ressons for inquiring, and I
request, as a favor, that you will be exphcit with me **
The outlaw, on being thus strangoly intoffogatrd,
turned coolly round, and for the fir2t time confronted
his cumpanion. *¢ This ring 2** after contemplating
for a second or two the carnest and agitated counte-

naace opposite to him, end at the came time boldly

safety, will you give me the information I 1equire 2°

1 make no promses, sir, replied the outlaw,
cqually resolved to keop the vantage ground he pos-
ccsseds ¢ but certainty, 1if [ commmunicate anything, it
shull not’be i the presence of these fellows.””  And
liere Donald gathered lmsclf up 1n tus plaid, with an
air of great dignnty.

Camphell took the hint, and instantly ordered the
men to withdraw, though not without a quict intima-
tion that they shuuld not go far away.

1« Now,”" said Campbell, when “the soldiers had
retired from tke apartment, ““ now that we are left
alosie, may } beg of you to inform me how you came
by that ring. Insignificant as it may gppear to you it
possesses much interest forme. I gave it—I gave it,””
he added, with an cmotion which he could not con.
ceal, ** 10 a lady 1n whom 1 wwas much interested some
years ago; and I know—a- least I have always beficy-
ed—that she would not par. with it willingly *’

“ Ah, you ask from whom T had it2” repfied the
outlaw, with an air of careleasness. ¢ Why, then.,
since you'soem so much concerncd about it, I will
tell you. I hzd it from a lady.” .

«From a lady ** exclaimed Campbey, in great sur-
prisc  ** What lady? Whete did you meet witly ber?
Did sho present it to you? Iid she give it volunta-
rily *°
L Prosent it to me l—pgive it voluntarily !'* reltera.
ted Douald, with a contemptuous lsugh. ¢ Oh no,

- —

giving mo anything soluntanly, and therefore w3t
thoy won't give I take. 1 help inyself in such cnses **
Thie langusge was to plain too lears Campbell any
longor in doubt o3 to the real character gf the pereon
before him; and he thercfore determined to treat wih
bun in the plain totms which s conviction on ..
subjoct wartanted
Ay, fuiend®? eaid Campbell, with o signifieans o
clination of lus licad, ** I undorstund, 3ou; and wnee
this1s tho cuse, 1t may be as well that you understand
mo. In short, lot us destinctly comprehend the pue.
tion 1 wlnch we ate placed with regard to each other
You aro m iny power  Your are possessed of infar
mation which L am desrous of bavg  If you wilt
gwe mo tho latter, I will not excrt tho furmer IV
you da not, } will”
* Veory laconse, and vory pilnely epoken,’” gnid the
outlaw.
** Why, then, «ir,” ho added, tficr a monient’s
auso, ¢ what would you have 2"’
1 would have younform me,”” rep'ied Camplisli,
‘* who and where the ludy is, that guve you, or rather
from whom, according to your onun aceount, you took
that r.ng which you woar ' :

“Who the lady is1 don't know,' replied tho free-
booter gruflly—** where ehe s 1 do.  And [l el
you what,” he added, ** to end tlus matter, if you wilt
peinit me o depart quetly, the iady shall Lo brought
to this house i Jess than four and twenty hours—that
13, upon condition of your ging me your word of
hionour that no harmy, through your seans, enhor
disectly or indirectly, shall befall those who may
bing ber here.”’

** That proporal will not do, friend," said Camp
ball, snuling incredulously at Danald's prennse, in
swhich he put but hittle faih,  *¢ No, no, in shost 1 am
dotermmed not to loose aight of you, until the lady
you gpeak of 18 dolivered up to mo—that is, ifshe be
~a3 [ suspect from what you say she is—in your
keeping.*’

1 would havo kept my promise, howeveor,*' saud
Douald, haughuly, *¢ but it matters note Wil jou
then nccompany mo youvreelf, alone,’” he went on—
. an;i [ pledgomy word that no harm shall be done
rou .I!

1 will accompany you,” replicd Campbell; *“ but
certainly not alone, 1 will tuke a scorc of soldiers
with e, and no other proposal or terms wall l histen
to. Oathis ! am dotermmed. But, i turn, I pro.
mise ycu, on tho honour of 8 gentleman and a soldier,
that, if the lady is dolivered up to us in salety, with-
out resistance on your part, or on tho part of tho<e
with whom you are associated, ncither mysolf nor my
men shall do you or yours the smallest injury.”

The outlaw made no immediate teply to this por-
cmptory peoposition, hut swung himself backwards
and forwards on hus chair, apparantly in decp cogita-
tion.

« Well, well,” he at length said, half addressing:
Campbell, and half muttering to limsolf, ** be 1t so.
But,”* ho added, looking full at the lattar, ¢ what
pledge have I that you will kecp your word with me ?
1 have only your promise, aud you refused to trust
yourself' to mine.” R

s¢] have promised you, on the word and honour of
a gentleman and o ealdief,” replicd Campbell—* [
can ginve no other guarantee, not would 1 could,
because I 1hink it sufficient **

¢+ Umpl,*’ cjaculated the freebooter—** then, Isup-
pose I must ¢’en take it.”

Here tho conversation terminated, and was followed
by an arrangemnt that the propo=ed party should set
out for Donuld’s retreat i the mountams—where 1t
was now perfectly understond, the ladg, whoever she
was from witom the r.ng had been takea, was con
cealsd—carly on the following morning

(To be concluded in our next )

UNITED STATZES.

From the Providenee R. 1. Journal.

Tue Times.—Tlie tunves, the sad, disheart-
ening, appalling character of the times, is in
every body’s mouth.  Such a general prostra-
uon of husiness, in the brief space of two
wonths, and such agloomy prospect for the
future,is uncxampled in the history of the
world., Where and when the tremendeus re-
vulsion will stay its desolations no man can
foretell.  Where least expected it hias reach-
ed. Mon who were considered of @udouthed
credit, and as far remaved from thejluctuating
nature of irade and the trausitory character of
Wrichies, the young and the old, the retired

[

noj; neither ladies nor gentlemen xre :n the habit of

gentleman ond the busy, aspiring, energetic



