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enga 'ge the attention or repay flic toi1 of thic stu-
dious and reflccting inaîi.

This estimate of agriculture is, however, fhar fron:
the truth ; as the culture of thec ground is olie o!
the hiealthiest, iloblest, ruosi sofuil and independent
of the various pursuits ivliich engage thie industry
of the hmuin fuuiiily, ço it opens a wide field flor the
exorcise of the nient-il f iculties and the application
of varied hluiowledige, and îîfflords inany op)lortuni-
tics for the display of skifl ; it offly reqîîires to oe
studied as an art in a maniier similar to other pro-
fessions, nnd like tîleni it wvould soon sumnmon
every iîîtellectual power into fuîl operationi; lot
tie standard of exc'llcnce in agricultural pursuits
be but raised, and those wvho engage in thi-ri will
bc comipelled to employ their mîental facu1lîes as
well as their bodily powvers, if thcy hope to suc-
ceod in their vocation.

Before the art of tilling the soul cao attain tlîat
perfection of wvhiclî there is every reason to bc-
lieve it susceptible, mnany experinients must be
tried, and inany failures experienced, but for this
a Nvell trained mmnd is absolutely necessary ; clear-
ness of judgment, patient discrimination, fore-
tlioughlt and attention arc rcquired for flic trial of
cxperirnents, %vlietlier tuey issue successfully or
otlierwisc. If failure be the resuit, a naind accus-
tomned to rellection migrht bc able to deteet the
cause and suggest a remnedy ; if success followv,
the discovery wioîild be intelhigibly commutnicýated
to others. But when ignorance attempts to make
exporiments, succcss is more the resuit of chance
than sliill, anîd is productive of no henefit to othiers ;
wvhilo fîîilure creates a foolishi projudice against
the introduction of ar.y novelty.

The tiniç. %vill come wvhen the land must be more
highly éultivated thian it has been, for as population
i ncreases Vlic means ofsubsistcnce must also be aug«,-
nc nted ; and if obstructions thirougli ignorance are

tdi row'n in the way of improvement, iL is easy to fore-
sec that the îrosperityof the countrymustbe retarded

It may also reasonably be apprchended that the
slovcnly modes of tillage in wlîich ignorance takes
declighîit, if persisted in, ivili evcntuatly involve tic
fiarmers as a class in great embarrassment, and
iien the probable consequence 3vill be an appli-
cation to tic Legrislatture for protection on betînîf
of tlî Agriculturists-in otlier wvords, a fax upon
the vhiole community, in order th)at a living mny
bc inade from a negligecnt, unscientific and wastcful
occupation of the soit, by thic aid afa forced increase
of prîce obtained for the article grown.

The necessity for improvement, and the evils to,
lie apprehended fromi the neglect of i%, alike cati
upon those wlîo are possessors of the soil-that;
vast storellouse from which are drawn ail the mia-
teriais that contribute to the comfort of mnn-not te
suifer any narrow prejudices to deter them from the
culture of the. mind-tliat magazine of spiritual
treasures, that intellectual soil within, wlîicli. ivil
abundantly repay assicluous cultivatit)-.
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JaE'I'TFI XII.
[r is nOWv t-iXy-oiie yoars since our furefathers

first coum:îîeiced clearingY aiway the Spruce trecs
4l)Oiit the Market Square iii the City of St. Johnî,
tu enable thcmn to ereet shan 'ties to shelter them
rrom the frequent and abundant rains of tlint son-
soiu, where ie have longé since seen nunieroue.
stores and statcly warehoueufalteinran
fiashion of tlic old couintries.

At tlh;tt Limie thero ivore tivo or thrce sinall
building-s in Portland and a tew bouses and plan-
tations of the original ernigrants froni Manssachiu-
souts along flic River St. jlohn in thec County of
Sunbury. For several1 successive yearsthe travel-
ofn ivas chiefly by i'ater or ice, and the privations

th De inhabitants at tliat period mighit furnisli mat-
ter for a volume iiiconnected ivitli any other sub-
ject. But thirty years ago a Company having ob-
tained a charter, buit the steamboat General
Smyth, and our sight wvas for tlie first time grccted
ivith a v'essel sailing against ivind and current,
ivhich ivould carry a passenger froni St. John to,
F-edericton, for five dollars, ini one day. Our road.q
at that time began to be opened, aîîd people began
to think of flavine pleasure ivaggons. But witli ailt
the exertions of an iniluential company, shielded
by thoir charter froin competition in tl;eir exorbi-
tant fare or charge, the boat did, not clear lier owvn-
ers fromi the outlay, and proved to them an unprofi-
table spoculation.

But for thQ last ton years tliree or four boats of
=ucro speeci and accommodation have been vcry

prftby employed in carrying passengers between
those places for twvo dollars ecdi; ani, instead of
hiaving one or two trips a wveek, ive seldorn passa
day or nigylit without the arrivaI of a boat. And:
coaches pass in safety in various directions.

Such has been the grraduai increase of popula-
tion and business tliat it has borne up agrainst a:
torrent of adversity repaired the wvreck of most dis-
astrous conflagrations and succeeded beyond- aIl:
former a)nticipartions.

Now 1 -mould ask hias Agriculture advaxcedl ini
proportion witli other pursuits-either as a science
or profession ? Candour compels me to confess
that iL has not. Mlany old farmns have ratier de-
creased ini their productions and value for the last
thirty years, and thîe system of management under
aIl our advantages and improvements, are in very
rnany cases inferior to that of our predecessors.
.The mind that is not aspiring is retrogading, aind&
the inevitable consequence of persisting in sueli1 a
course inust be that of turning' the rising genera-
tion under the wheel of Fortune, ivhile the hardy
and observing emigrants arriving an.d beholding
our apathy and gross neglect of a valuable oppor-
tunity, step in and become lords of the soi].

Rise, My countrymen, arla accept of thie profer-
red boon!.- Accept of the advantages whichi a bc-
neficent Providence have aiforded vou !- Tomn
your attention from the gew-«aiws of fashion to
that sure source of wcalth, contentmènt and inde-
pendence, the cultivation of the soi].

XViIl you allow a good farm to grow poorer,
ivhile others inprove pooz ]and and maire iL pro-
ductive from iL own- resources.- Will You bring
up your children to fahlion rather than uiseful la-
bor, and teach theni to gather bubbles. radier than
potatoes ?

Consider well the fate of specnlative fancies for
the last ten years and contrast its condition ivitl-r
th-at or the more substantial result of iridustrieus;
anîd economical liusbandrv1 na then ackno'wledge


