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1-'I did net say se, Ruth. You must know it

Was real. 1 ask again, what did it mean ?"
4,Mean-mean ? Oh, miss, forgive me-do,

prayl1 I'In-Im very miserable," and she burst
fito tears.

ciyou, Ruth, miserable ?" said the compassion-
ate Gertrude, ever ready te, pardon aaythiag that
merely affected herself, and, perhaps, ail the more
inipressed by the woman being a person of middle
acre. "4Why miserable? And what has my
getting better had to do with that V"

41Htcb, but, forgi'e me taking the liberty to
Bay s0, 1 just thotnglt you looked like some one I
reînenber-minded me of sorne one I loved long
yearz; ago-a wee-a Young lady that died; and
1 nover cari tbink of lier without cryiug. And,maybc, in a bit e'er wearied wi' itting up. icanna' think how 1 came, to disturb you, miss, w?'
My clash-maclavers. Pray forgi'e me !" She
spoko the last few words in a more rcassured
mariner.

49Well, well, it's over. But do not yield to
sncb vagaries, Rluth. 1 should nover have
thouiglit you nervous, or that yen called yourself
miscrable. You baif frightcaed me, you did, ln-
deed; for I amrnont strong yet."1

From tlîat time, as Gertrude's convalescence
progressed-tliough eue could not baniali theinicident from lier mind; indeed, sho Often wvoke
up with a suddea startie, as if a tear fu on lier
cheek-she was coavinced that Ruth was of an
afectionate nature, and hiad known sorrow: and,tiierefore, sho distiîiguishied lier by special kind-
nesa, feeling assured that for some, it miglit be,fa-neiful, reason, Ruthi regarded lier with a devo-
tion it wvas not in Gertrude's nature to under-
value.

To bc continuedl.

EDIBLE REPTILES.

MAN, wliether civilized or savage, lias anMinstinctive repugnanco to reptiles of everykind and degree, and yct there is flot one of the.four familles inte which naturallats divide therace that does flot sinister te lIis sustenanee ia
Borne aeasure., Ugly and repulsive as the
saurian, ophidian, batrachian, and chelonian tribes
may bo, they each contributo something to the
dietary et' humanity.

The crocodile, worshipped ia one part eof Egypt,
wa's catea ia another. Ilerodotus informa us the
peoffleof A Pollonopolis were compelled by lawtoecat crocodiles, te revenge the death of aprinces wlîo feu a victim tesaurian appetite. Theinhabitants ef Elephantina did frorn choice wliattbe Apollonopolians did t'rom compulsion, andmodern Egyptians follow their example wliea
they have a chance, not being deterred by the
risk of perpetrating caanibalism at second-liand.
Grocodile-flesh is publicly sold ia the meat
markets et' Sennanar, and Pallegoix declares liesaw Liaif a liundred crocodiles bianging up forsale (as sbcep hang in our butchers' shops) inaamarkict place ia Siam. Burckhardt compares
crocodile-meat to veal, but it basa dirty hue andfaint fishy odour, eof which veali s innocent, and,
unles3 the musk-glanda are removcd previeus
te, cooking, the dish is intoierable. Sherard
Osborne tried an alligator-cutlet, and, nîthougli
he did net find it uneatable, lie confesss it was
flot ever-nice ; the best that ceuld be said etf iLbeing, that it was equal to a very bad veal-cutlet.
Winwood Rende likens alligator te something
betweea pork and ced, with the addition et' a
flaveur et' musk. Niealioff's taste was et' a
different order, or lie was luekier la the specimens
luPon which lie experimented, for ho avers, thntboiled or fried la butter, cayman-meat la quiteequal te ralibit. Both crocodile aad alligatoreggs are lield ia estimation. The Siamese con-
eider the firt au especial dainty; whilû the nativeset' Madagascar are particularîy partial te thelatter, and lay up a store et' them, first removing
the 8hell, and thon boiling the eggs, and dryrng
themin l the San. Tho Mandingees prefer croco-dile cggs wliea t116 Young reptile withia lias at-tained to the length eOf a man's finger. M. ILinautwas tcuipted by the evident enjoyment et' bisAfrican fricads, te take bis share et' a fricasae
et' crecedile..eggs ; but the combluation oet' rancid

oil and mausk proved too mucli for an appetite net
te the manner bora. Ancient physicians pro-
scribed boiled crocodile for sciatica, lumbago,
and chronie cougbs; crocodlle-bloed for oplithal-
mia; and crocodile-fat in cases et' fever.

The iguana, with its scaly, black-spotted,
green coat is, as far as externals go, more repul-
sive even than crocodile or cayman; bat, living
chiefly upea fruits, flowers, and leaves, its flesh
is as white as that et' the chieken, and equally
palatable. Catesby lauds it te the skies, as at
once delicate, doudcous, and digestible. The
iguana aff'ords a vaînable supply et' food te the
people et' the Baham9s. The reptiles are hunted
down with doga, their mouths are sown up, teprevent them using their teeth, and se carried
alive te market. Those retnlned for home con-
sumption are kiled, salted, and barrellcd. Igu-
ana is generally served Up boiled, with a cala-
bash full et' clarified iguana-fat, into whidh themeat ia dipped as iL is eaten. The Singhlese
kaow the iguana as the tallygoija, and kcep
doga for the purpose et' catching it; with tbem,it is valued not enly as an article et' food, but
also as a remedial agent. They apply the fat as
an external remedy for cutaneous diseases, and
hold the tongue, plucked frein the living reptile,
and swallowed whole, a certain cure for consump.-
tien. The eggs et' the iguana are la as highi
favour as its flesi; tbey are said t& resemble
liens' eggs in taste, but are entirely filled with
yolk, and nover become liard la cooking. The
horned iguana et' St Domingo is appreciated by
West ladian lovera et' good living, its flesh
resembling that et' the roebuck. A. very dlfferefit
verdict is passed, by one who ougit te have been
a geod judge, upea tho iguanas et' New Hollaad.
Tliey are thus descrlbcd by Dampier : I"0f the
same shape and size with other guanas, but
differing frein thein la threo remarkable particu-
lars; for these had a larg.-r and uglier head, and
had no tail, and at the- rump, instead et' the tail
tbiere, tbey had a stunp et' a tail, whlch appeared
like anether head, but not really such, being
without mouth or eyes; tiie legs aise seemed alfour te be fore legs, and te be made as if to ge
indifférently head or tail foremeet. Tiey were
specklcd black and yellow like teads, andd md
scales or knobs on their backs like thoseofet
crocodiles. Their livers are spotted black and
yellowe and the body whexq opened hath an
unsavoury sinell. Tbe guanas I have observcd
te be very good ment, and 1 bave often entea et'
thcm with pleasure; but thougi I bave eaten et'enakes, crocodiles, alligators, and many creatures
that look frightfuily enougli, and there are but
t'ew I siould lie afraid te, eat of~, if pressed by
blunger, yet I think my stomacli would scarce
bave served te venture upen these New Holband
guanas, botli the looks and the sinelb et' them ble-
ing seoffensive."

The comulen green lizard la esten by many
African tribes ; aad the flesli et the gray lizard
was once lu great Europeaa reput. for varieusmedicinal Purposes. This species was at onetime se abuadant in the environs ot' Viennathat
Laurenti tried te induce the poor et' that capital
te become lizard..eaters, telling thein that lizard-
ment, cither baked or fried, was net enly wholc-
seme, but productive et' appetite. Ris philan-
thropie endeavour failed, perhapa because thehungry Viennese wanted somcthing te allay
rather tian increase their appetites.

Marco Polo tells us tiat the hunters of Cara-
zan obtained a very bigh price for the serpents
tbey liappened te kilI, the people et' Cathay
ceuating serpent-ment as the mest delicato et'food. ]3 azilians eat a green and yellow snake
called the lianinana; Bushmen and Bakalahari
reiish the African python; negrees can make ahearty meal on rattbesnake; and the anacondas
aad ether boas supply the natives et' the ceuntries
favoured by their presence with wholeseme and

George's Sound reverse Mrs. Glasse's maxIi andcook their snakes before they catch thom, by
setting fire o te grass around therencarnilAos,picking up the broüisd reptiles fzom the easeu*'
their beisure. The adder la cor4id1çrd savoury
ment by the Satdiniang, and formausa welcome lu-gredient ia thoir broths and off; nor amotheO
Sardinians alone la thir tat, fSr tii.adder i

eaten, as a matter et' course, la many et' the
provinces et' France.

Thedoctors et' old had grent faithinl the virtue
et' frog's fleali, as at once restorative, diluent,
anabeptie, and antiscorbutie, and invabuable la
cases et' consumption and affections et' the cheat.
Pliny saya frogs beiled la vinegar are an excel-
lent remedy for Lie toothache. Diosceridea
recommended them to be ceoked in sait aud oil
as an antidote te serpent-poison; and another
ancient physician cured a fistula, or said lio did,'by adminlstering a frog's heart every morning
as a pilb. Thanka te carienturists and seng-
writers, frog-eating and France are iadisoiubly
connected tegether, as if none but frein China
indulged lu batraclijan dainties, while, lu truth,
they only share the prepensity with Belgians,
Germans, and Italians. Andrew Borde, record-
ing tie manners and custema et' Europenn nations
la tho tim6ofet Henry VIII., mentions with dis-
guet that the people et' Lombardy eat fregs,
"lguts and ail,") while says nothing about the
French doing the like. Inla fct it was net tilithe middle et' the slxteenth century that thefrog
obtaiaed a place at continental dinner-tables.
Evea now, Frenchi epicurca confine themsebves te
dishes cemposed et' the hlud-quarters et' the little
reptile, dressed la wine, or erevd with white
sauce; but tho Germans, boss waâteful, mako use
et' every part oxcept the skia and intestines. Tho
particular epecies la faveur for culinarypurposes
la tint known as the Rana esculeata,' or green
t'rog,nalthough tie red t'rog, la eaten inusome places,'and tieughtitnlann way inferior te his more
popular relative. The frog la la the beat con-
dition for the table lu autuma j uat when bo takes
te, the water fer the winter, but la mest eaten la
sping, frein tie simple reasea that loie l casier
cauglit at tint scasen. Ho1e la cptured la several
ways: sometimes by means et' linos, balted wiLls
scarbet clotli, sometimes a net la used, sometimes n
rake or ho la pursued at niglit with torches. A
hundrd years ago, a alrewd native et' Auvergne
ruade a fortune by forming a t'rog preserve, freinwhiclh. suppbied the capital. Sinillar nurseries
holp te satisfy the modern demand for tuis pe-
collai, luxury, but tiat demand is gradually
decrensing, aithougb, at certain timea et' tie
year, plenty et' frega may lie seen lu both Frenchi
and Italina rkets.

Dr. Livingaton speaka eulogistically et' a bargo
African frog callod the matlametloet' which
has children partook with cagemnesa and deiglit.
This menster frog mensures ncariy blat a foot,
with a breadth et' four and a lialt' incies, and
when cooked, looks very muci like a chieken.
After a thunder-shower, the pools, even lu the
driest parts et' the African desert, are alive with
matlametlees; and the natives net unnaturally,
believe that tliey are bora pf the thunder-cloud,
and descend te, carti witi tIe rain. Daing tho
season et' drougit, the. matlamotbo takes up lis
abode lu a hloet bis own making at the root et'
certain bushes, and as lie seldoin emerges frein
bis retreat, a barge vnriety eof spider opins his
web across the orifi ce, and provides the tenant
gratuitously witl à sereen ; but the gift ot'teza
proves a fatal one, serving te guide the hiffgry
Busiman te the reptile's3 biding-plaoe. Tho
matiametle would make a wortby companion-
dish te Lihe bulb-frog, which la considered equal
te fowl ia the Antilles.

Among the. varieus temptatlons te extrava-
gance exhibited la the Siamese market-plnce,
nothing astonished Terpia more than a numbor
et' hideous ball-shaped toads, spitted ready for
the cook. Judging from the abundaut supply,
there would seein te b. a general dennd for the
houan-a name given to tuas edible tond la
imitation ot' iLs cry, whlcl la se boud tint two et'
thei are sufficient ' te disturb a whle country.,
Tho commea toad la liabituaily eatea by Afri-
cane, teto whemn nothing cernes amisa ite shapeot' food, and there ia emali doubt tit iL l oftea
substitnted for the t'rog la countries whiero frog-
eating prevails.

The green sen-turtle la the enly reptile tintever finda iLs wny te an Englislman's table, and
altliough Lie stout buccaneers, who macle overy
sea familiar withi Old England'a Flag, had long
beforo borne wYitnesa te iLs merits, the turîe, aè
hwidred yearfi ago, wau stiil a rnrity lore; at
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