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LUMBERMAN.
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PREPARING TIMBER FOR MAKING HUBS,
SPOKES AND FELLOXS.

After cutting thologs for hubs into convenient
longths to handlo, and romoving tho bark, thoy
should bo ifmmersod for a fuw weoks in wator,
it convoniont to & lake, stroam or pond. This
will greatly Incilitato tho process of scasoming
without injury to the timber ; but this can only
bo donewhero convoniont circumstances permit,
The loga are thon taken into the factory aud cut
into propor lengths by tho swing saw, or by a
cross cut saw ; tho swing raw is preferred forits
accuracy, rapidity, and economy of powor.
After cross-cutting a holo is bored through tho
contro of the blocks endwise, Tho blockr are
now dippoed in a solution of limo three parts
and Venotian red one part, This solution is
reducod to o thin wash with aalt water,  This
rotards the scasoning of tho surface by absorb-
ing moisture from the atmosphero, 80 as to pro.
vent “checking.”

Tho blocks shoutd now be piled on oud in
sheds, or otherwise covered from the sun, and
also carofully protected from draughts of .,
After throe months of summer or five months
of fall and winter weather, the blocks should
be placed upon thoir sides, as this position will
allow inore rapid scasoning.  If these directions
are followod the blocks will be ready for use in
eightoen months from the dato of felling the
timber. Steamn should never bo employed in
scasoning hubs, Years of oxporimeu* convince
e that tho lifo and good qualities of the wheol
are sacrificed by this mode of scasomng. Ex.
coasive heat should never by used in any of the
many mothods of facilitating the seasoning of
timber,

Whito oak solected, felled and riven or split,
is the most proferable for spokes ; but caro must
be taken to fcll in August and also to obsorve
the directions for soasoning as for hubs, excopt-
ing tho length of time, sinco the planks for
spokes are much smaller than those for
hubs. Somo additional remarks at tlus pomnt
are in place.

In splitting spokes caro must be had i exam.
ining the treo to sco if 1t preserves its toughness
and if tho borer, the grub or larva of n wood-
beetlo, has cormnenced its work. These ovi
dences of decay are discovered in the splitting
and oxamination of tho tiinber, but in no otker
way. Such timber must bo rojected. lnriving
or splitting spoke timber many roject tho sap-
wood, but this 15 not necossary whero tho trees
have been felled and riven at tho proper scason
asindicated. Let it bo noted that wood ior
spokes must always bo split so that the spokes
may have tho greatest poesiblo strength in tho
direction of the gramn of the wood, for in this
direction the greatest stran is received, Tho
gpokes should be piled carofully under cover,
as dirocted for hubs ; and they can bo turned in
nine months from tho time of felling thertroes,
«nd finished in 30 days thereaftor.

White-oak being preferred for the follocs, tho
trec must bo of greater diamneter than those
from which hubs or spokes aro made. The pro-
perty of stihaess, 1n addition to toughness, 13
noeded n felloos, and to sccuro this the Jargest
trees are selected, Trecsin the vigorand prime
of lifeand free from the work of tho ¢ borer"
already montionod, which only  invades
wood verging on dccay, aro proforred ;
especially whon tho hands divido nto
two or moro very largo branches. The
timo for fclling, as boforo mncntioned, from
tho first to the fifteenth of August in the Mid.
dlo States, is to bo carcfully noted. »The logs
should Lo immediately taken to tho saw imill
and cut with a band-saw to insure accuracy,
this modo of sawing being also tho must econ-
omical 1 material, timo and power. Tho logs
must bo sawed, or * fiitched " as the nnll men
oxpress it, into slabs of tho requisito thickness.
Tho logs should hrst bo sawed through tho
heart lengthwise, and then each half 1s lasd on
its flat faco with the round or bark side up, and
then cut into slabs Ly a vertical cut, This 1s so
dono to provont *‘checking” in scasoning the
plank, aad also to furnish felloes winch do not
cross tho heart of tho wood.

Tho plank must bo piled immediately after

sawing. This piling s not the throwing of

arrangoment of tho plank in lovol tiors or plat-
forms in tho pile, giving sufliciont air apaco bet-
woen the planks. This is indispensible in
seasoning wood, intondod for mechanical pur-
poses,  The strips uscd in soparating tho layer
should Lo of a differeat wood. ping, cedar, hom-
lock, or any varioty not inviting to insccts of
the borer class, and the strips should bo of a
comman thickuess in order to provent warp or
sot .of tho plank by unovon boarings and
woights,  Workiaen ncod the supervision of
ntolhgent ovorsight in this matter, for thoir
knowledge is not always equal to a task in
which scionco itself is at fault. Tho aw spacing
should bo greater or less according to the sur.
roundings,

To season titber is not to bleach it ; and rain
and *sunshino aro not neoded, but should be
carcfully avoided to insure solid fibre in the
woud, ns woll ns savo the timo and patience of
the workman. Whero tho planks aro piled
without spacing-strips, the grub of a large
black boetlo works botween the adjoining faces
of tho plank and cats large grooves in the tim.
bor. The spacing-strips should bo at lcast
threo-fourths of an inch thick by two iuches
wide, and threo sticks or strips aro required to
support plank 12 feat in length—one strip across
the middle and tho other strips near tho ends of
the plank. For longer plank more support is
needed.

Felloes cut from the greon or unseasonod
plank roquiro more hauling, are very liablo to
warp and become unfit for the intended object.
They also lose a considerable per cont of their
strength which would bo retained in tho form
of plank and in tho manner referred to,—The
Blacksmutle and Wheeleright.

NEW ENGLAND TRADE.
Bostoxn, March 22.—Our Boston wholesalers
aro o busy lot of men. Tho renowed activity
of trade shows itself in many ways. The deal.
ers aro inchined to joko when ono meetsthem at
their offices, or on the street, and that is a sure
sign of good feeling, Out of tuwn trado is
every day increasing, and is ‘vieing in impor-
tance with the aity trade. A certain fow of tho

specialty, paying little attention to tho city
buginess. Boston long since ceased to b a dis-
tnbutinyg puint, the lumber being in most cases
furwarded direct froin the west to tho cunsumer
in tho inland towns,  Saveral wholesalors are
now located at Worcester, while Springficld
has become quite a centro for the lumber trade
of western New England, New Haven has
soveral Jargo wholesale houses, and probably
tho largest retail yards. Other points alung the
Suund shore are well represented in the lumber
industry. The yards aro largely supplied by Al.
bany dealers, and aro stocked almost entiroly
during tho time that navigation is open, and
froight rates by water are eo low that competi-
tion by rail is out of the question, save in a fow
instances, on sonio apecial grades ordimensions.
During tho winter months car-load lots are tak-
en on by dealers who find themselves short of
certan graudes. A poculiarity of trade in this
section is tho j.revailing custow of buying lum-
ber in the rough. Distant readers of the Zum-
derman may wonder why I say “peculiarity.”
It 18 such, as cumpared with Massachusetts
trade, particularly around Boston, whero deal-
crs buy thoir lumber very largely dressed to or-
der.  Yew yards have mills attached, and tho
prico on pine by car-losd being the samo dressed
as 1n tho rough, dealers buy that way.

Spruce is moving very fairly, and orders are
plentiful.  Parties with whom I have talked.
aro certain of a goud trade, and with present
prices must roap a farr profit.  If X wore to put
it any stronger than this probably many mill
incn might object, for it is & most uncommnon
thing to hear & spruco manufacturer admit he
over mado a dollarin tho business.  Ho strug-
gles with it out of love for tho business.

Yellow pino 18 moving well.  Prices aro firm,
and somo very nice cargoes are boing landed,
Our local dealers aro well prepared for any
trado that may cone, and suburban tradeis well

looked after by tho wholosalo men.  Provi-
dence, R. 1., is fast becoming a point in tho

pank into n pronuscuvus heap and leaving , yolluw pano trado, and at New London, Conu.,
them thus ; for such & procceding would wsuro | Bentloy & Young aro handling mmmense quaa-

damage from heating and dry rut ; but it 1s the | taties,

James & Abbot, of Boston, mako a

whalesalo men make this branch of trade al.

specialty of boards, and have in stock an im-
menso amount—probably several million feck,
0. W. Mall also handles large quantitios, and
has lately contractod for soveral mill orders,
Wicker & Blado, also Goorgo I, Potors & Co.
and Stotson & Moscly aro cach oxtonsive hand.
lors of yollow pino,and supply a large sharo of
tho Now England trade.

Tho white pine trade is moving nlong very
sntisfactorily, Somo very nico lots are now ou
track at tho railionds, Jargoly shipped on order,
Prices aro firm, and thore secms not tho least
indication to shadn pricos on lumber that is
consigned. Possil.y, thoro may be an occasion.
al exception to this statemont.  Boston has a
fow commission mon who enjoy tho notorioty of
being “‘skinners,” a very unwholosome cogno-
men, but local teadors know full well its detini.
tion. Wholesale mon cannot refrain from buy.
ing of these mon when car lots are offored thomn
at less figures than they (tho wholosalers) could
lay it down for in Boston. We aro cursed with
a fow such scllers. They ave always in a strait
for monoy, aud if they can't swap checks with
somebody thoy sell a car of other folke’ lumber
at a ridiculously low figure, Somehow these
low sales art known by everybody. Ifa whole.
saler obtains a good living figuro for his goods,
it is kopt a8 much a secret as though an oath
had been taken not to reveal it.—NortAwestern
Lumberman.

MAINE PROSPECTS.

The Northwestern Lumbernian says :—A local
paper thus describes the condition of the mar.
kot at Lowiston, Me. ** Tho severe weathor of
the past winter has ad a depressing effect on
tho hunber business, Tho Lowiston dealers reo.
port an unusually light winter demand, and
some of them have large stocks on hand, “Wo
had 830,000 worth of atuff, when wo stopped
running, and wo haven't made much of a hole
init,’ says one,  Spruco is low, and tho stock
is largo in all parts of the country. Carload
stufl is selling at from 813 to $13.50, and casy
orders are placed at $13@14. The winter has
beon a good ono for lumbering, ahd it will ro-
quire only a succeasful driving scason to make
spruce lumber very abundant at the mills, The
outlonk is for low prices. Lumber dealers from
St. John say that the outlook for the export
lumber trade is not favorable. Lowiston has
bought cunsiderable southern pine since last fall,
Ordinary building orders for this stock aro now
placed at 821 long and wido beams at $28@30.
Tho prices on tald orders now range from $28
to &30. TFloorings are casy at 228@30; floor-
ings, kiln-dried and drossed, and shipped by
rail frum the South, are now sold here at §33
@40. Codnr shingles aro quiet and lower at 81
for oxtras, and declining about 50 cents each
for the lower grades. Mardwood lumbor is
rather firm for all grades.”

LITIGATION ABOUT A LUMBER VESSEL

OtrAWA, March 21.—The Supremo Court was
occupicd to-day in hearing tho argument in the
John Owen appeslcasc. Thisisan appeal from
the Mantime Court of Ontario, Jobn Emory
Owen, defendant in Lower Court, being appel-
ant; D. B. Odette and H. W, Wherry, plsin.
tiffs, respondents.  Plaintiffs filed a petition in
tho Mantune Court to recover damsges for des-
truction of their vessol Minnie Morton hy a raft
1 tow of defendants vossal John Owen, and the
Surrogate Judge of the Maritime Court decided
that defendant's vessel was sulely to blame for
tho collisiun, and assessed damages at 82,600,
From thig judgmoﬁ’ tho presont appeal was
taken. Mr. McCarthy appeared for appellant,
and Mr. M. A. McIugh, of Windaor, Ont., for
respondents.  Tho petition avors that the John
Qwon was a vessel of 828 tons, and the Minnio
Morton a vessel of 30 tons. At tho timo of the
acadent the latter was lying at tho head of
Bois Blanc Islaud, v Detroit River, and the
John Owen was bound down by a raft of logs,
when that master noegligently stocred nearer to
tho island thau ho should havo done ; that the
Owen, on account of tho sizo of theraft, was un.
ablo to oxercise proper control of it ; that the
raft was carried by tho curront against the Mor.
ton, the Iatter bocoming ontanglod among loge
and carried out into Lako Erie, whero sho sank,
Sho has not sinco boon found. Tho accidont

occurzed on the night of tho 1st of October,

1881, MMr. McCarthy, for the appellant, con.

tonded that the collision was duo to uegligencsy

ont the part of the master and crow of tho Mo,
ton in allowing their vossel to bo anchored jn

tho way of vessols and rafts, which wore Passing
up and down stroars a$ all hours of the day and
night ; that largo rafts passing Bois Blanc Is.

land required nearly al apace navigable at that
point ; and that the Morton at the timo of the
accidont, was lying in tho chaune! without look-

out or watch of any kind and without sutficient
lights, Ho furthor contondad that the Morton,
lying at such an unusual placoin o navigally
stream, ought to havo boon mannod €0 as to have
boen easily moved out of tho way of passing
vesacls or rafts lawfully using the stroam, and

that she might have avoided dangor had a proper
lookout been kept, Whon anacident oocurrod

without blame to any one, the loss should bo
borne whore it falls, and even if it wore shown

that the Owon was at fault the damagos award.

od woro excessive. Counsel for thoe respondent
argucd that had the Owen pursuod & courso
noaror to tho castorn hank of tho river, as she

should have dong, tho raft would have avoided
the current,and that tho raft was too Jargs to bo

controlled by the tug. Hoquoted from ovidenco

to show that tho Morton was anchored out of

the line of navigation, hor position being desie-

nated by & bright light, visiblo for two miles,

In tho positiomsho occupiod a Jookout was un.

neceasary, and the accidont was dve solely to
the improper courso of tho tug, Evidenco of

expericnced \'e.sscl-ownop,i, shiphuilders, otc.,

showed that tho Morton at the time of tho ac.

cident was worth from 3,000 to 83,500, and

that sho was chartored for 50 per day. MMr.

McHugh quoted authorities to show that thix
Court should not interfere with the finding of
the Court below upon questions of fact, and
urged that the appeal bo dismissed with costs.
The argument was not concluded when the
Court rose. The Supreme Court will adjourn
to-morrow until Tuesday noxt, — Globe.

MICHIGAN LUMBERING.

“‘Lots of snow around here, yet, I 8¢o; but
not half as much as where I have Jjust come
from,”

The speaker was a rugged and muscular map,
with faco of bronze, clear eyo and livoly
tunguo ; vne who might pass for a sailor homo
from a furcign voyage.

““And whero do you hail from? was asked
by tho person addressed.

“Saginaw Valley,"” he replid, *“ I've been np
thero all winter in the lumber canp, ou Culd-
wator Creek. When I left, day afure yester-
day, the snow was four foot un the lovel.”

** That makes heavy hauling, ch ? Muchdoing
this scagon 3"

““More'n ever; I never seen ao much,” he
replied, “Pooplo think the woods aro getting
cleared out. Pshaw ! you can go for miles and
miles yet through the prettiest pincs you ever
820 Wo had a right smart season all through.
The logs ran three and three and a half athous-
and, and that gives a chanco to mako something,
yousee. When they take scven and sevenn a-
half they’re mighty small sticks and take a heap
of handling ; does'nt pay so well.”

* Lumbering is protty hard work, anyway, 1
it not ¥

** Wal, kind of at first, till you got used to 1t.
Tho men put 1n about 18 hours a day mosuiy—
upat two o’clock in the morning, and keop at it
till they can't sce at night.”

* How do thoy sco to work in the morning su
oarly "

* Torches ! Man dear, tho woods are all ht
up, anid the gangs go at 1t hours befure day.
When youre banking lugs, its got to be done.
I've scen loads hauled four miles and a-half and
a socond trip started on afore daybreak, Do
tho tnen got good wages?  Well, $25 and &30 a
mouth, which 18 moro than tho samo mien can
get Iying round in town, anyway. Teed ‘cm
well? You better beliovo they do!  Tho very
bost of overything, Ilonty of fresh beaf and
pork, and tho bakers in the weods make asgood
broad as you got in town. The camp cooks get
$60 a month, and aro first-rate,  Ol, thoy givo
you all tho pies and cakes you want. It used
to bo tho other way.,  York and beaus was the
stiddy dish. Now-.a-days tho firms must feed

the men well, or thoy will leave for other camnps.




