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-3 in the year, or devils in hell, or onemies upon

::mcaa;ilgu Ho c;ll{s for courage, simplicity, bol_dn{-sg,

mphasis, carnestuess of tone. Are thero not some in this

“udience who aro imagining themselvey to be as good.as some
who make a very Joud profession ; who are supposing that,
therefore, they aro tolerably good peoplo tg}non the whole?
Such reasoning is xicwn. The man who fails, as some gpod
aen havo failed, is a better man than he swho, resting in a
merely negative condition, sits by the roadside to see how
many igrims stumble as they pass by, That is a poer call
i life. You may have the gratification of sceing a good
many lgrims, sorc-footed, stumble on t_hc road ; but know

¢ that nothing good comes of your sitting there and mock-
1z the poor stumbling ones, Others, n%;ain, of better mind,
put some timidity, it may be, say, ** Well, now, may T not
bo a disciple in a corner—a disciple in seeret, following Jesus
Christ afar off and letting nobody know anything about it *”
I fcel some diflicully in answering that, beecause so many
Jdements onght to be considered in making up one’s opinion
about it.  But speaking broadly, and leaving myself o large
mirgin for exceptions, according to the temperament and
training of men, 1 should say that such reasoning, based on
such interrogation, is fule. What possible reason is there
for a man to shut bimself up in a corner when he identifies
himself with the Son of God? But ho is so modest, Ts it
nodesty —sweet, dear, beautiful modesty—or is it meanness ¥
13 it self-distrust and anxiety not to bring roproach upon the

ood namo—fear Jest s0 much as one spot should be thrown
upon the lioly, beautiful, white linen of the {f\rcat profession ;
oris it self care and self-pride, and is it taking out a secret
Jicense to do a thousand littﬁ!o things which could not be
done if an open, broad, public profession had been made?
Sirs, what is it? A man who loves the Saviour, never
speaking about hig love! Why, it is a contradiction, not in
terms, but in morals, A man born again, and nobody
knowing aboutit! 1t is a social impossibility, A man of
fierce temper becoming as quiet and gentle as a lamb, and
nobody having the dimmest notien of the change! Impos-
sible.  Crucified with Christ? Then was Jesus Christ
cracified in secret? Was He crucified in the night-time,
when the world was asleep? If we bo crucified with Him,
kow can the thing be done in a cormer? Why, Christian
fricads, should we bo in a corner, and the devil have the
areat floor to himeelf, and leave him all the ﬁreat plasforms
and the open spaces of the universe? Christianity has
written its name most legibly in the history of this country,
at any rate, Concerning Lnglish civilisation and English
progress, Christianity may well say, ‘“This thing was oot
done in & corner.” There are some persons who are hardly
aware of what Christianity bas done for this land. If you
put the thing to them, they will inquire, ** Well, now, what
has Christianity dene ?”  Then they will limit their survey
to theolugical delautes anu to ecclesiastical attitudes, and
Jooking at these will say, ** What have these done for the
country ?”’ Asif these things were Christianity ! W hat has
Christianity done for England ? Take out of ’inglish civilisa-
tion to-day everything that Christianity has done for it, and
you will soon put Ll.gylund into a corner, but not Christianity.
\Where do I see the works of Christianity 2 I will go with
you to cvery hospital, every asylum, every school, every
machouse, every peniteatiary; I will wait there till you
count the stones Christianity has laid ; and the result will be,
that if you take out the stones, ‘there will not be left one
stose upon another of all the iostitutions that make our
history the pride and the glory and the queen of the nations.
I never go to a great benevolent institution without finding
that Christianity laid the foundation.stone, and brought on
the topstone, and keeps the whole machinery going., Ve
will make plain work of this, if you please. I will say, whilc
Festus is looking on and Agrippa 1s listening, ** This thing
was not done in a corner,”

S0 I go in directions that are not .dlistinctly theological.
Christianity has a practical as well as a controversial side.
Men and brethren, take out of your history, out of your
families, out of your own individual lives, all that Christianity
has done direetly and indirectly, and you exhaust civilisation,
you exhaust yourselves. Many a wan who gets up to speak
against Chuistianity would not have been the man he is if
Christianity had not taken him out of the gutter, given him
his fiist washing, cut his first crust for him, and put him on
that road which meant honour and success and fame. Ny
young friend, do not be led away by men who ask what
Christianity has done. Search English history through and

through, and sce for yourself. It always spoke a word for
the weak ; 1t always struck tho oppressor in the face; it
always spoke for justice, and righteousness, amd honour, and
fairplay, and goodness. lask a% all the chamtwes tha
beautiry this land ; analyse them, know more of their his-
tories, and you will tind at tle base of them tho Cru.sof
Christ !

The grace that converted Saul 1s waiting to convert ali
men., **Was Saul converted:”  Yes. * Bu$ perhaps no
great cfiort was needed to comvert him; he was always
ulmost a Christian.” No—as far as the east is from tho west,
*But he was not as 1 am.” What are you? * Profane.”
Ho was a dlagphemer,  ** 1 have heen exceedingly unking and
cruel in my family.” He was a perseeutor, and when men
were put to death he gave his voice against them, and when
other men were looking on hali-heartedly, and almost wmis-
giving themsclves, and were about to say, *‘ Don't kill that
ons ;" Saul said, ** Fools ! let hiin die.” ~ //¢ was converted.
What are you? ¢ Why sell-righteous, self-confident, sclf-
suflicient.”  He was a Pharisee of the Pharisecs—the strictest
sect of the Pharisces contained no austerer man than ho.
There is hope for us all then, If a persecutor, a blasphemer,
an injurious, self-rightcous, sclf-suflicient mwan was converted
by Jesus Christ’s grace and love, who is therc that nceds
despair and say there is no hope for him ? The grace which
sustained Paul, is wanting to sustain us. I Paunl could live
upon the grace of God, I imagine that our poor, thir lives
may find in that grace enough to support them. He needed
great meals from the table of the Lord, did Paul. lle came
bome from doing the bard, rough work of the world—he
could eat and drink abundactly, Yet, when Lie rose from
the table, he had made no impression upon the bounteousness
of the banquet. Write out a list of what Paul did, and then
put on the other side what you have tried to do, and you will
burn the paper—not for Paul's sake, but for your own.

Arc any of us faint-hearted? Read the history of Paul,
Do any of us doubt the suflicicncy of Diviue graco? liead
the history of Paul. Are awny of us wondering whether we
shall be equal to the occasion? Hear the word: ** My grace
is sufficient for thee.” Then, brethren, if our testimouy is
not offercd in a corner, and if Christianity has written its
namo legibly upon the history of this country, and if we are
continually made a spectacle of by thuge who are round about
us ag men who might be doing eomething, in their estiwation,
better than we are doing, and if these things are not done in a
corner, Jesus Christ will take care that ilis part of the busi-
pess, yet to come, shall not be done in a cotner wither, e
docs not call men up frum a great broad flaming theatie,
and say, ‘‘ Let me speak to you in a corner, somewhere w here
nobody can overhear us.,” When the Son of Man shail come
in His glory, and all His holy angels with Him, then shall
He sit upon the throne cf His glory, and openly He shzll say
to the righteous, ‘*Come j¢, blusted of my Father, inhent
the kingdom prepared for you from before the foundations
of the world.” * Whoesoever shzll be ashamed of me and of
my words, of him will I be ashamed when I uine 1a the glory
of my Father and all the holv angels.” ¢ Whusvever shall
confess me before men, him will T also cunfess before my
Father in heaven.”

Then ope word before I sit down, A man says, I cannot
speuk.” Youcanocl! A mansays, *‘Tama poor stawmering
speaker.” Let your lght so shiue before men that they,
seeing your good worhs, may glorify your Father which isin
Heaven. *‘1 cannot get upon the platform.” XNever mind
the platiorm. Have in you true life, and without speaking
a word you may be witnesses for Jesus Chnist. Some can
speak, Let them speak, and speak more and more loudly.
Some can only acf. Onlyact! ZThat is preaching. There is
an eloquence of behaviour ; there is a logic of conduct ; there
is a high controversy—and men of simple, pure, lustroue
character, win the victory.

1f one should give me & dish of sand and tell me there were
particles of iron 1n it, I wight feel for them with the finger in
vain; but let meo takoa ma%uet and sweep through it, and’
how would that draw to itsell the most invisible particles by
the mere power of attraction! The unthankful heart, ike my
finger in that sand, discovers nomercies ; but let the thankful
heart sweep through the day, and as the magnet finds thei ron,
so it will find, in every hour, some heavenly blessings—only

the iron in God’s zand iy gold. —ffolmes.



