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that they cannot possibly get here before the end of the year
except by overland travel, which would be most trying. We
bad to unlearn much that we learned in Shanghai. Some
of us are not yet over our ¢ down-river” pronunciation.
There are over thirty pupils in the day-school, two of whom
are girls. It is considered unnecessary for girls to have an
education in China. These attend service on Sunday as
well as Sunday-school, where they learn the catechism. It
brings the tears to see them ar they sing ¢¢ Jesus loves me ”
and ‘I am so glad that our Father in Heaven,” ete. Think
of the influences at home or on the street. Old men and
women may attend very regularly and seem deeply in-
terested, who simply want work of some kind. Ope wanjed
to be allowed to go and tell the Gospel story to his other
people. He is now in prison for misdemeanour. The real
hope is in the children. :

We have had sotne very trying experiences, buj things
seem quiet now. Prcbably tbe news has reached you of the
mun wh) died oo the newly-bought place. The workinen
beiny carried off in chaius, the mob rusmng jn and destroying
all of the woik done, ete.

A retired otficial has s .1d Dr. Hart his own property for the
mission aud given tne customary feast. It was really two
feasts : one for th2 men one day, and & second for the women
another. We uli went but Mrs. Hart, who did not feel
_équal tv 80 tiresome an ordcal. We were fiist treated to taa,
atter which pipes were brought in; but as our women had
explained to them that we do not »moke they did not offer
them to w3 After waiting about four hours, and meet'ng
- the four uther guests, in exquisitely embisidered satins and
silks, we were iuvited to *‘eat rice,” as the Chinese suy.
_However, they had about twenty--ix courses before the rice
was brought on. As they could not see how we c:uld get
anything into our spotn- but soup, they helped us with their
chup-siicks. They also drank fre ly of hot wine.

‘T'he host ss asked me to * please explain the doctrine.”
As T had asked the Lord for an opportunity and words to
use, I felo that this was the tormer, s0 made my **maiden
etfort.” It was little I :ould say; but it did me gond
whether it did them or not. We think of having definite
work among.the women when we are séttled in the new place.




