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pierce the dark gloom of heathen pbilosopby and superstition, or lit
Up oneO ray of hiope te cheer us throughi the dark vailey and shadow of
death. But. thauks to Ged for tho inestimiab 'le gift of revelation
which teaches và what shall bc our truc state lu a future world, and
devclopes te us a source l'of cverlasting consolation and good hope
through grace,11 that wheu we arc donc with ail thc flectingr and tran-
sîtory thiugs of this sublimary world, we s)iall bc reeived into mnan-
sions of happiuess and unaleyed felicity. lu anticipation of this, the
good old Apostie could say, Ilwe linow that if' this earthly lbeuse of our
tabernacle wero dissolvcd, wc have a building of God, a house net
made wil-h bands eternally in the hieaveus." And this hope did net
forsake bim lu the moement whcn it was most nceded, but stood like a
bulwark lu the hour of bis severest affliction, whcun loadcd ivith chains
lu the prison of iRome, and there abocit te offer up bis life under
thec baud of the ruthless Nero, we hecar hinm eclaim, Il Iain
new rendy to be offcred, aud the time of my departure is at baud. 1
have fought a good fight, finishied my course, aud kept the faith ;
heuceforth there is laid up for me a crewn of rightcousncess whichi the
Lord the rigliteous Judge shahl give mc at that day, and net te lue
oniy, but to ail them who love biisnappearing." This hope is iudced an
auchor te the seul, both sure and steadfast. It is this that bi-iglitens
the stormy pathway of life, imparts courage te the sinkiuâ soul, and
renders deathia welcorue messenger. As hoe lo bias premmaed caunot
lie. the Christian bas streng consolation whio bas fled for refuge te lay
hold ou the hope set before thein. ;huz vr riu budfr
sake hlm, and every vestige of earthly possessions sheuld be bereft
frein hlm by the unrelenting baud ùf adversity;- theugli focs- shouId
combine te, render' more bitter the last dregs of affliction. lie can cou-

1fidently loQk up te beaven te a fricnd who will nover forsako him.
Perive the Cbristian of this hiope and hie Sinks iu despair, tear frei

hlm. his glorieus destiuy revealed lu the Bible, sud you ro b imi of all
that can rcuder hlm happy or sweeteu the bitter cup of adversity.
Ay-rob him of this sud yon rob him of ail, shake his faith in God's
promise and yen beave hlm uething te, ding te lu the heur of affliction.
No bosom of Omnipotence on which te, pillow bis dying bicad. But
give him this divine assurance and yen kindle a ray of ho pe in his
seul that the fieods of affliction or dcath. caunot quench. -Let hlm
repose on the imniutable promise of Jehevali aud bie is bappy. Let
hlmi know that hecaven is bis home sud hoe fcars nef the rack or the
fire. H-ow mauy have been put te the inost cxcruciating torture that
human iugeuuity could inveut, and yot have becu sustaiued even lu
the midst of the flame with nshaken hope, which nothingr but ebris-
tiauity could bestow. Wh6u we coutempl,,t- the glorieus promise
revealed te us in God's word, we are ready te, excialini with Paul,
Ccwho, shall separate us from the love of God;- shahl tribulation, or
distress: or famine, or peril, or sword.*" No says lie, IlI ain persuad-j
ed that prineipalities nor pewers, things preseut nor things te coee
ner height uer depth, uer auy other creature shaîl bo able te separate
us froni the love of God which is ln Christ Jesus our Lord." BRe that
spared net bis ouly begotten Son but gave hlm up freely for us ail,


