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GENTLEMAN'S JOURNAL AND SPCRTING TIMES

————

1 cqre of the most beautifui - spectaoles to bo

DIGBY GRAND.

——

CHAMTLR VIL

MIMIC WAR,

A<y stnation was elose betind the salut-
¢« pont, fral wineh tavorablo focality ail
1. ntneat manwavees of the eld-day wero
t b witnessed, 1 hiad an amnterrapted view

con by the pubhie w Londoa, aud one  for
weron, unhke git other natwnad xlubations,
*theds s pothng to pay.

£ ey e axplendid wight to wee,
[ who linth ne friend, uo brother there)

tayn Byron i s thrtung deecription of mor-
tul fray ; but 1 tins nnuuory of war, tho aight
Is even mure splendid . thore 18 o nfter-
thoucit of pan or ity to ar theenjuyizent
of « e shittening present, winlo bappy s tho
faig one Whu b cogliszos, or thinks she reeug-
s es, wndst that uutwovable mass ot red
atud wigte. tno wartial foris of 2 brother, a
wyer, or oven & husband, assisting in the
woaen weinined pageant. Wonder is the
wnatunteons of wotsan 85 regards o scarlot
vew Lo e absvuce of a vortablo dragools,
wet e geoviny  histlessuess of  Novowber,
oven G otamad and draggled  crimson  of
wee bevutla Las acliarm, but & real un
ot of e Kalling Lae, bedizened with gold
sac- o et especanlly of surtountud by a panr
4 asses Lachius, a8 irresictible.

St haast vaaatiful portion of the day's
dinprioy was the mass «f lovly and wll
ared women whe bad eongregated fo sec
e & Wy and many an oxclamatiou of
e and deliglt rose from that bewitels
wm oo tablage, as coluou after evluwu
i v b adily o to the grouad, aud halted
w U ptep rplao with wmilitary  oxactitude
v proctsion,

I &, papa !’ ~nid o pentle voice behind
co v eewe cuts fanmistukable s njoym. ut—

o ae 317 Laueors, and  thore is
e, th Adtillery, as far as
s up teur L And wliat is that

f larh people coaiug from b bind
o)

N
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T s my dear, probably,” was the
'yttt my eyesight is g0 bad, T eannot
Jo b v rptheng at that Jidtaned
S N w Dl somebody would explain
vrovtat they ars gaing to d -, T oo love
w ' em] the exeited girl.
Ytk ot o pity s0 much military
st dhoabl e thrown away, T wa- i
vt of takmyg advantage of my official
s farmch the v ing lndy with a
vy of the proae edinas, when, tury
v b Treoeme o3 in the o) gentleman
teabe g Calael Relme 1 whogy
Pl eos mevoat my inther s house, but of
wh e T onew vory ittle, exeept that he wac
1avubawer with his only danghter
* Cas 1 boof any anrvies to yan, Calone] o
beanl ¢ Prahably you have forgatten Dighy
tivand ¥ )
An b whilst papa was ocennind m shaking
tands cordully expreasing his delight at sur
mutusl neecogmtion, and  overwhelming me
with waquiries about Sair Poregrine, whom be
badd probably seen long simee s undutsful
o nd e to look at the daughter.
S s chanung veee had first attracted myv
wentom. Heavens ! what o beautirul guli
ceenn ! Far be st from me, ke Olivaa, to
bt upen anamventory  of her elarma-a-
sremg e lips, inditferent red, &e, —hut she
aaed L et fortune to possess those violet
svesowddo ey binck eyelashies, that, with
dubh el amt ow tar complexion, have
cadei e Lol nany o Wise man ginen the
v s g Sootnen. Lre 1o was presented
v wrliudscnatn Blatve that sbhe was )
wirnive und Gien chausee, those two !
Cevtie woaady s adress | and as el
e tokrnedul head towards me, and
SV HEApa s anineiiction with her owp
S e e b uglb L souid wish e beg- i
v st e Geoaet ciceron s to s |
oo ot Ve Boanent darmg tie whole |
Ueeotang porbeniunaes o |
ey eolamins tave o -1
1 - oaud far as tie ex. YT
Lot il ad w tute, tlank-
TR A lterns o
oowhite the hishte,, g (

0t

atfaire  This is the
parad < and eonutl <o manpavr: s thattu the

oy

Lilgent the difforent moaueeovres of the
i gt~ wmotion  How they advanee in
e Jutn, e overed by skirmishers, as the
stmurt aud activo riflemen dot the surfuce ot
the Park ; how they form line with won-
drous rapidity ero tho smoko created by the
urtill ry bas half cleared awny. How the
cavalry made n brlliant and  inexpheablo
charge, then ol)(-uing out l}ko 010 ingoni-
ous display of firoworks, rotire by wings, and
arc no moro seen,  How tho infantry in the
meantime have betaken themselves to tho
formatiou of impregnable squares, aud hav-
ing ¢ prepaved to resist cavalry ' by oreating
hviug fortresses bristliag with bayonets, are
peapering away to  thewr hearts' content.
The only drawback to thr  stnking manoe-
vro being the critical posiwon of the 120th
Foot, who receive and roturn the combined
firo of her Majesty's three rogiments of
Guards with a gallantr> aud steadiness that,
if ball-cartridges were submtted for blank,
would win them undying fame.  Howover,
the spectators do not fiud 1t out, so it wmat
ters but bttle.  Aud now there is moro
sinoko than over, and a hittle divertissement
by a dismounted mide-de-camp, whose loose
horso much distracts the attentin of the
ladies.  \vuoen we have ascertameid ho is not
Killed or oven lwurt, and bave time to luok
abont us o Ittle, the line has re-formed, n_ud
after o steady advance, cominences 8 series
of * file-fiing,” producing, as Miss Belmout
vbserves, very much the off ¢t of runmng

jouss fiuger rapdly down the keys of a

pranwforty, and tue precision of whicki is tes-
titind by the attitudes of sundry rogamuffins
and buys of the teuser surt, whe having got
withim the lines, are now feigning to suffer
great luss aud sianghter amonget themsclves
from the efticient aim  of the truops, aud are
Iymg about e fidld 1 overy distorted
spucies of pauteayuuie death,  * [irea ol
oy, repeat colonels aud majors to ther
resp cdivo regunents aod battalions.
* dieady, wew,  says thu sergeant-major ,
*luck up ! taat reat rank’ (which does not
unply  that  onc-half  the  regiment
18 to  bu condomued to sohtary
confinement, and a thundenng voile
discharges 1tself, under cover of whie
the uncumpronnsing bayonot 1s loveiled, and
a cunbined charge cxeeuted by the whoie
hae, which looks as if 1t would sweep generul
ofticors, stafl, pulice, speciniurs, ladies, and
all tv Park Lane. Abstaining, however,
from so gencral ‘a scrinmage, they Lalt and
fetirv m adunrablo urder, covered by cavalry
aud artilicry, and  throwing out clouds of
shitisirbiers, till thoy havo roached the samo
gruuad aud tahen up the samw pusitions with
Whicu cho resiow commenced.

Al now, Miss Belmont,” I explam
lv my slicubive cumpanwn, ‘the pomts

are buiug placed, and the regunvnts wall march

past.

* Ui, bhow ddlightful I says tho fair enthu-
oiat.  *Aud will your cowpauy marel past,
Capten Grand 2 and aluSl wo hear tho
Laui? DPapa, now you will ses  the Guards
quits close.’

Aud quite closs the wwpusing  columns
camr , sud many su adjutant’s heart leapt
foi juy us cumpany after culnpany, Guards,
Ritleo, aud Infautry of the wue, wmoved stead-
ily past the satuting puiut exact as o machin
regalatald by mechauism, lovel as o wall of
Lrich.  Ticre always appears to v some-
thing awful .o the ducotwpromiomg, unwas-
triug adv uce of o large buly of disciphiued
m n. It 18 his resolyte, untlinching bearing,
his <t aly dun anor, t tally uninfluonced by
estrar e u: or um-tancos—in a word, it s
the wiegic pow r ol diseipline that gives the
& Mli- v Tnemoral a lvantage over all the head-
Doug gallantry and num. el superiority of
undrdled thwosand-.  Anl this stoa ifast re-
lianes on - lums. I, bis offierrs, aud lus cons-
rades, is only to be acquirid oy constant
wutgal practioe i the ficld—practice that
wust often be repented ou the  drill gronud
I for. 1t ean be brougbt into play under the
fir- of an enemy.  This is the sceret of all
the marehings and ecounter marclitngs, so
oft n sneered at by the ignorant of military
obyect of the frequent

aur-fl-eang appear <o un: g ssarily o Liarass
the soldier ™ And all tins mast be brougiit to
2 vory hugh state of perfection before such o
*wareh past’ ean bo witnwseed, ag de lighted
e unpractise 1 eyes of protty Miss Belmont
and catied fat's an approing sentence from
*the Dako hnneelf.
Al veew . el g
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moro intelligible by underlining overy aecond’

word, I ara at a loss to conjecture. Ot oue
thing, however, I was certain that the volley
of wmquirers cuncerniug our ficld-day would
bo unboarablo under & hot sun, and I
thereforo doterminod to drive my own high-
stepping groy cab-horso quictly down to
Lady Cocklo's, and trust cunnee for waking
wy excuses. ‘Tho fact was, I nover felt 8o
tired of Mrs, Man-trap as vn that morning.
Fresh from the society of my new acquaint-
anco, the charming Miss Bolmont—tho re-
ocollection of the manwree woman of the
world was thoroughbly distasteful ; and yet
but n fow short days ago 1t was tho height
of mmy ambition to be nn especial favorite
with tho latter. Thoro was a degree of eclat
to certain circles confurred by her prefurence
that was very fascinating to 1y vain imegi-
nation ; and in the absenco of Zoc, and the
uucertainty of my rclations with Coralie, I
bad almost fuucied that I wiis a Litle 1n love
with & woman uld enuugh to be 1.y mother.
Aud now a ncwor idol had driven the
imoges of all thevo from my min!.  Fven
pour Zoov I could scarcu bear tu think of ;
and it was with & bettor feeling of shame
that I was obliged to confess such u h- ast as
mine was ot ‘vath having—* unstable as
water,” and fic .0 as o leaf upon the brecze.
Bat, ia the meantime, 1 dressed as carefully
as twenty ever thinks it necessary to adorn
itsclf, —and armed at all points, found my-
self & well satisficd item of a fashionable
throng, enjoying the bright sunshine of a
summer &ernoon on Lady Cockle's smooth-
ly-shaven lawn.

There werc all the usual ingredients of a
¢ breakfast * in the vicinity of London.
There were flowers to look at, and shady
walks to flirt in,; thero were gleo-singe.s
coucealed in a shrubbery, and bloated gold-
fish in a pond ; there was plenty to eal and
dnuk, and much too few chairs to sit down
upon ; in fact, good-humouredly, gouty Sir
Harlequin Hautbvy whispsred to me, look-
ing rucfully down the while at a pair o1 .25
white brodequins which imprisoned his ven-
erable fuet, * that he should go and sit in the
carriago till his daughters were ready to
come away "—in shurt, tucre was all and
cverythiug necossary to make the breakfast
gu off tu tue satisfactiun ol overy one con-
cerned ; and oven Mes. Man-trap, whom I
suun discovered sittiag 1n a striking attitude
aud & commaading position, allowed that it
was all very pretty and well done. AsI
bowed my way up to that irresistiblo lady,
I cuuld uot belp being struck with tue con
trast which forcibly presented itsolf between
wy now flame of the morning, and the well-
known coquetteries of herto whom I was
now to rendor homage. What a difference
between tho artless grace and unconseions
charms of Miss Belmont, and the studied at-
titudes, flounced and furbelowed dress, and
crepcd ringlets, of Mrs. Mau-trap! Beauti-
ful sho certaicly was, though no longer
_young ; bat even her most devoted admirers
must allow that she would have looked bet-
ter had that fair bair been suffered to droo
in natural carls, and not been frizzed ou nns
tortured into & species of glory ruund her
head.  With her rouge we will not qnarrel,
as it was but a soupcum, and made hier eyes
sparkle with a brillianoy of her own ; but
why, with o really well-turned and fully-
rounded figure, did she think it necossary to
disguisc its proportions in such a volumin-
ous multiplicity of starch and drapers, as
might have defied the most oxperienced
dress maker, and skiltul anstomist to boot,
to distinguish the actual frum the ideal—tLo
real from tho illusivo ?

she began, stretching out to mo thoe prettiost
litte white gloved huud, surmounted by a
puffed-out cloud of muslin, and adorned with
agold chain and locket, containing M.
Mau-trap’s hair, a piece of sentiment the
mora creditable, ag their separation, a mon
sact thora, had lopg siuce rclieved the
tedious routino of business in the House of
Lords—* ghamefully : you haven't boen near
me for two whole days, and I wanted to ask
you the rights of this .business about young
Swindle and tke Jockey Club, aud whethar
you bad scen tho carringo St. Helicrs has
ordered for Rivolte 9

Thi s were two homo-thrusts, as in Mr.
Swindle’s T had taken a strong part, which
was hkely to give . e n good deal of trouble ;
and when Curalo’s namo was mentioned, o
wingled fe hing of anxicty and regard for

3 .

the protty dans us., made me almost ecom-
. (35 LR

'when sho has dono bemg uncomfortable

* How bodly you have bebaved, Grand,'|b

our journey would bave terminated, had I
not boen suddenly arrested fn my most om-
phatic assurances by the drowsy voice of good
Colunel Belmont impressing upon another
olderly gontleman, in a buff waistcoat, that
¢ turnips might bo grown the size of his head
on light land, or some other kind of land, by
applying & certain compost made of suudry
costly u.ticles, but which must pay in the
long run, as had been proged by a 1aillion- l
aire on an experimental farm.’ The elderiy
gentleman, to his shamo bo it said, was no
agriculturist, and looked as if ho did nob
much care whether the turnips paid or not ;
but a noble duke, who overheard the conver- |
sation, and who was heart and soul interost-
ed in the cultivation of tho soil, was soon at
oloso quarters with the Colonel, and walked
him oft before I had time to sco whother or
not he was aocompanied by his pretty daugh-
tor. I noed not say that X recognized the
guod Colonol’s drawling tones in an instant,
and had somo difficulty in concealing from
my companivn the anxioly I experionced
to ascertain if ho had como (which was
vory unlikely) to the hreakfast on hiz own
account.

‘Do rou know Colonel Belmont or
his dauglbter ?’ said Mrs. Man-trap, with an
intuitive percoption of what was going on in
my mind.

I stammered oat, ¢ No-—-yes—that is, I
have beon introdnced to her.’

¢ He's & dreadfal old bore, but she’s a nice-
looking, unmeaning sort of girl,’ was the
carcless reply ; yet a settled flush on  her
check-bones, lowering through the rouge,
with & contracted smile about bher mouth,
showed that the speaker was ill at cuse.

I wis now, however, so cager to discover
Misg Belmont, that I folt no seruplesin leav-
1ng Mrs. Man-trap to the tender care of a
gouty peer, who was by wa® of paying her
great attention when he aad notbing better
to do, and cursing mv own stapidity in not
haviog thought of asking the fair Flora whe-
ther Jho was going tu the breakfast betore I
parted with her at the review, I huoated all
over the gardens, like a shepherd in French
polish who had lost his love.

What a difference does it make in ball,
breakfust, 0. party whether we go there sir.
ply with the somewhat hopeless intention of
being amused, or whether we have ‘an ob-
Joct’ to which all the lights, ornaments,
music, orowds, champagne, and danciag are
merely accessories. Elderly gentletuen, de-
}mnd upon it, you have tho best of it. The

ot of woman has ever been to fidget, and

about herself, there is but a short interval
erc it is time to be nncomfortable about her
daughters ; but you, respeoted head of a fine
family !—you, portly and pon-wine drmking
patnarch | what have you to do when, to
iour astonishment, you find yourselfat a fote,

ut to stick your hands 1o your pockets, and,
Liob nobbing with your old cromes, enjoy
yourself to the utmost ? What care you that
Maria's hair has come ont of curl, and Mr.
Jilt has never so much as arked Jape to
danco ? You leave theso matters in perfeot
confidonce to your ensrgetio lady, whilst you
diseuss Inst night's division and the ever-
present munistenal ensis.  Now look at your
sou Augustns ; 'tais true that lus form is
graccfid und his gtep 1s light, his haw is
glossy and Lis whiskers curled. He is tho
linage, 50 you think, wmith retrospective flat-
tery, of what you were at s age, and for
an inctant you eigh to think how long that
is ago. But could you pecp belnad the om-
broidered shirt-front that covers s maniy
chest—could you lay bare the secrets of his

osom, you would not envy son Atgustus.
Ho came tothe ball on parposs to meot
Miss Eglantine, and she is waltzing tor the
second time witn Lord Haycock, and uas

tho associates and the awusoments which

estorday bad appeared so delightful. I
fooked into futurity, and pictured a bappy
home, blessed by tho presonce of suoh a one
as her from whom I had so lately parted. I
saw mysclf descending on the strenmn of
timo, a wiscr and a betber man, living in the
country, ministoring to tho wantsof tho poor,
beppy and respeoted. Then n mojnentary
twingo camo aoross me, as I recollected that
one of the indispensable attribules of res-
peotability was tho paymont of one’s debts ;
and here, I must confoss, I did not 500 10y
way vory clegrly ; but without dwelling tor
long upon thut point, I pursued my dny
dream, shutting my eyes to its disagrecablos,
and was in the midst of a fairy vision of Ha-
verly Hall with & young and beeutiful mis-
tross, & weekly soup-lutohen, £ Christinas
gathering of frionds and relatiuns, and s, lifo
of calm, rational, domestio enjoyment.

L had got thus far, 4ud had just carried in
the affirraative a knotty puint I was dobatin
in my own mind, as to whether I shoul
koep a pack of foxhounds, when adainty um-
breﬁa, thrust intp my horses face, Srrested
our progress, and dissolved my oastles in thy
air at tho same instant while Hillingdon's well-
known vcice shouted out my name, as he

icked his way across Piccadilly into St.
games’ Btreet.

¢ Luoky that froy horse is only blind of ono
cye, Digby, or I should have been a case for
the hosfitnls, to & cortainty,’ said my friend,
whom I had sll but run over ; and interrupt-
ing my vohement defence of my cab-horge’s
oyesight, an aspersion I was not inclined to
give in to, by assuring me 1 looked savage
and huogry, he proposed that weshould dine
together at Crookford's in half an hour, and,
if not too late for the ballet, go from thenco
to the opera. What cotld I go 2—the gastrio
Juices of & boy who has just done growing are
clamorous in the extremo about eight o’¢lock.
1 was not engaged to dine anywhere else ; I
had no home but the clubs —a home, by the
way, much appreciated by sundry, middle-
aged gentlemen who ought to know better—
and, though I do not excuse myself for the
inconsistency, I me~ely etate the simple fact,
that the upshot of ali my good resolutions
and viriuons sohemes for the fulure was my
silting unusually long after dinner with St.
Heliers, and sundry other choice spirits who
juined our , and losing five hundred
¢ up-stairs’ before I vent to bed.

n makng these confessions, I may as well
state, once for all, that ¥ do not scek to oon-
oeal, fak less to palliate, the follies and vice:
into which I, and such as 1, unhesitatingly
planged. Conscions of my own dcfects, £
am aware that many young men entor the
world under far worse auspicos than wore
mine, and came out of that searching ordesl
pure aud unscathed ; but I greatly fear that
these, if not exceptions, are at least only a
minority ; that mine was by no meang an un-
pusual caso ; and if such be the trath, may I
venture to hopo that the simple relation  of
facts and feelings, the plain, unvarnished re-
cital of ench step in the downward éourse,
eace choumstance in the moral perversicn of

ing life through one of her fairést and I

promising portals, may szrve as a warn-
ing and & beacon to those who are them-

selves aware of their instability when exposed
to temptation—their organio inespability os
saying ‘No !’

H_ow often do wo see & youth, aud more
particalarly the younger sons of the nobility,
turust pon the world in the falsest of all false
positions—placed in a station which he has
not tho means of keeping up, and moving in

a sphere whose necessary expensea must
ovoniually entail roin apon gm ‘Bo has

not vouchsafed poor Augustus a word. His
ambition,at histimoe of life, is to be in & good!
got, and to know all the great people, Alasg !
Lady Overbearing, whose carrisge he ecalls:
hko_a. town-crier, and whom, in sucq difi-
cultics, ho atlonds like a running footman,
hzug oven now passed him without a nod.
Cainfully alive to ridicule, poor lad, Mr.
Sneersby bas just complimented hin, ironi-
cally, upon his hack ; und with all thego
mingled annoyauces, and s variety of ont-
sianding anpaid bills, of which, as yet, you
know nothing (but take comfort, your timo
will como upon  that point)—oan you lay
your hand upou your heart and say that you
would oxchange your half-contury of ‘¢x-

probabably been cducatetl at Eton or Har-
row, with hisbrother the marquis, and when
he carie howe for tho holidsys, either be-
causo be was butter-looking or eleverer than
the peer prc:nmptive, be found limself in
-every respect quite as imporfant a personage
u‘hz elder brother. Hg rode “}m g'ooa‘gu
pony, and rode bim & turn Laxder ; was put
into a8 * warm a corner' by the koeper-at his
grace's lordly battues, and was in every res-
pect on tho sawe footing., 8o far so good ;
it would bo bard to make a distinction bo-
tween boys, and it might, perhaps, bo as bad
for tho older as it would be wholesome pro-

sratory traiuing for tho yoonger. But cro
ong tho jacket is discarded for & tailcd-coat,

perience, and the comfortablo menlal ropose

and thero a8 a question of razors and & dross-

o —
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found myself shrinking with disgust fron‘m-

L P

8 man born aud bred a gentleman,and enter13 ]
3




