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6d. or Sd. per pound, and the proceeds will
be forwarded to our agent in Sydney. Itis
but little that our natives are able to do for
the support and extension of the gospel, but
they scem willingto do what theyean.  All
that is contributed for the cause of God ap-
pears to be cheerfully given, and will be ac-
cepted by Him who requires of a man ac-
cording to what he hath, and not according
to what he hath not. T hope that in a few
veers this island will not be much of a hur-
den on the elnuches which support the mis-
sion on it.

GREAT MORTALITY.

The mortality on this island dwming the
past year has heen unusually great, and the
deaths have been more numerous than th2
births. I may remark, however, thatthe dis-
proportion has been confined to My, Cope-
1and’s district, and the births and deaths on
ny side of theisland have been equal.  The
difference between the mortality on the two
sules of the island must be traced to local
causes.  The fearful hurricane which oc-
cuired while the measles and dysentery ra-
ged on the island will to some extent ac-
count for it. Tt was far more severely felg
on the side of the istand where the mortality
was greatest, than on the side which T oc-
cupy. There wasscarcely a housc left stand
ing near the shore for a space of ten miles,
and the sick being exposed to the weather,
contracted diseases from which they never
recovered.  The wonderis that the mortality
has not been much greater, and that so ma-
ny recovered their health after such expo-
swre.  Add to ail this the great destruction
of foad which compelled the natives to live
on unwholesome roots &c., when they most
needed good and nourishing fare.  Itwould
he premature to conclude from the past that
the natives of this island are destined to
share the fate of many aboviginal races, and
passinto oblivion. My mind atleastshrinks
from the thought, and as God has been pleas-
¢d to make them the first depositories of his
word in these islands, let us pray and hope
that they may be preserved as a people, and
hononred to take an important part in dif
fusing the knowledge of Christ to the dark
regions beyond.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

During the past year something has heen
doue to improve the civilgovernment of the
island.  In the days of heathenism the is-
Jand was divided into seven districts, grove
crued by as many high chiefs, whose power
was supreme.  They were the high priests
as wellas civil rlers of the island.  During
Jife their persons were sacred, and after death
they were regarded with religious veuera-
tion. When 2 high chicf died his body was
not thrown into the sea, as in the case of
<ommon people, but was laid on the grouad,

and every part covered cexcept the head,
which was left exposed to view, and the peo-
ple were accustomed to present offerings to
it.  Now in the duys of heathenism the ob-
jects of worship were called nat-mas, which
is a compound word, and signifies a dead
man; and leads to the supposition that the
wods of the island were deified spirits of the
high chiefs. When heathenisin was over-
thrown the civil and sacred offices of the
hig'y chiefs were so blended that their influ-
ence was overthrown also.  No class of per-
sons suffered so much as they did, by thein-
rroduction of christianity, and for some years
they stood on o level with the common chiefs
of the island.  But the system did not work
well.  The people treated them with a de-
ference which was not accorded to the oth-
ers, who possessed very little influence.
During the prevalence of the late sickness
several of the chiefs died, and when succes-
sors came to be appointed, it scemed a fa-
vorable time to review the whole subjeet of
the chieftiauship. It was theuniversal wish
of the people that the high chiefs should
retain their former position as far as consis-
tent with the new order of things and that
the inferior chiefs should he regarded as vil-
lage magistrates under them.,  The presens
higgh chicfs of the island are Lathella, Kara-
heth, Nohoan-pakau, Matan-ahileth, Nasivi,
Nimyiv-cro and Nungni-nethom. These
chiefs make all laws,appoint to all oflices,and
hold courts todecide all eases of importance.
The Bible is regarded as thestatute book of
theisland,and alllaws are based onit.  The
matters more commonly hefore the chiefs
relate to disputes abont land and fiuit trees,
personal and village quarrels, adultery, and
there have been cases of husband$ bheating
their wives and childven ill-treating parents,
but these are rare.  The punishments nsu-
ally inflicted arc fines, labour on plantations
or roads, ticing, and there have been in-
stances of whipping. The present systom
of things warks well, and there are few spots
of the eavth where open erime is so rare.

dare say that you aud others may be ready
to ask, Do the missionaries interfere in the
civil affairs of theisland? X have no hesi-
tation in sayving that we do interfere, so far
as to instruct the natives how they may go-
vern themselves,  The peeuliar circumstan-
ces of the people makes this & necessary
duty.  We found them cruel, degraded and
miserable savages. Al matters were set-
tled by the club and spear ; and might was
right, in the days of old. Xow could such
a people form themselves into a Christian
government without instruction and advice 2
‘The chiefs come to us and say, “'We are
children aud know nothing, tell us what we
ought to do.” W o to the Bible and tell
them what that says on the subjects they
wigh to e informed about, and also the
practice of Chyistian governments, in so far



