
FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Letters have been received from Mr. Matheson. We have only roora

iii env present No. for the last, containing an account of the lite disaster
on Taif O:

January 31sf. 1362.-Since the above was written, va have again been pîî8s-
Ing through the %viiterq of' affiction-deep has been caIIing unto dùep-GýodsB
witves and billows have been rolling very heavily over us. On the night of'the
lGtIi, %we %ere v'îeited by one or' those treruendous hurricanes, which sometiines
pa8s o% er theie islande, sweetping, nearly -every thing hefore it. In this instance,
ncaily everytlîing in the shape of native food wvas destroV'ed, and as famine
stared the nativce in the. face, they concluded that wu were tl.e cause of' the
stori, and their antger against us was apparently boundicas. On the niorning
of' tbe 17th, thu metýsengtr of' death entcred our dwmelhing, àind took from. us thle
dear littie babe, Nybom God had loaned ns 8 iveeks and one day. On the night
of the l9tiî or the nîorning of Uic 20th, the station at Port Resolution vas
broken tip,.as brother Paton was obliged to fiee for bis life. lu referenoE> te
the I)reaking up of that station, 1 need not enter jute particularez. * * *

What reauli the brcakinig up of' tho station at Port Resolution ay have upon
the %vork on thie side of the island, romains yet to bo seen. The iixwrvel is, that
otir people have not ere this, resorted to the samne measures with us, as the
workiiig or the keeping up of' this station le (hurnanly speaking) ontirely de-
pendent upon tho presperity of' the barbour station. Since ire lirst; came bore,
our people have invariahly told us, that they wero going to aet towards us in
evf.ry7t!ing, just as the natives at Port .Resolution would act tewvards &heir mis-
sionary if, say they, the people at Port Resolution ilh bo good to Mr Paton,
we will be good to you-if they receivo the word o!' God, su wvil1 we--if they
remain in darkness, eo vill we-if they drive INr. Paton away, Wse wvill drive
you away-and if they kill bilt. Paton, we will you.

Since Mr. P. came round bere, ive have been endcavourin'g to the best of' our
abili ty, ta keep matters nio-ring on in the righlt, direction. It is, bowever, bc-
coming evident that the eneniy of' souls ls mustering more of bis forces, and
causing thein to bear againt us ; and how long we may bo able to lîold on, or
lîow soon we muust surrender, is known only to Gocl. he -%ork is the Lord'es,
and whîat awvaits us we know not--but. whother we are to fat! t our post, or
whethîer Gud înay for a tiine have us abandon the fleld-wo knovr tîat; there bas
been seed sown on Tana, which will yet bring forth, fruit unto eternal lit.-
Tbougb the past rnonth lias beon in many respects a very trying month-yet
du: ing it, 1 hava experienced more real licart satisfaction in the work, than
ever before among this people. 1 believe that more real soul-s;tving, knowledge
has been cominunicated this month, than lias ever before been since tho coin-
inencenient: o!' this inission-nd thiere has evidently been a spirit of oncquiry
among the people, in refeience to thinga spiritual and divine, such as lias neyer
hefore been dis;plzayed. The day berore yestcrday, Kapulzid; our ytbung chie!',
handed over to ine ai bis dec.eased fathers lionubold gode, %,'hiehi feul te bin

by it of' inheritance, saying, that lie did net require thora any longer-
These gode are simply small rude atones,, w hich they supplicate on ail Occasions,
e. g., onc: i8 suprio.sed to bc a god o!' viar, that they supplicate büfote going to
irar-another Btone repreEente a god of the sea, whiose faveur they supplicate
wben going te son, etthier flor the purpose oi' fishing or of going froni one ialand
te anether-one stone repreonts the ged of sicknese-another o!' stornie. &e.
Some chiefi% have more, corne losa of these scred stones-Kapika hand '2o, all
o!' which hie lias givicn up. The recciving of' thîce gode, or the ceeing o!' bina
gîving up bis idole, bas, as you naturally may suppose, ten tbousand fold re-
paid aIl that wve liad end ured on benighted lana. Trulv the day on -%vhich au in-
fluentia-l chief'on dark Ta!a delivered ul bis godF:,declariig thiatho had nefurtlier
use for themi,mny ivchl be reeor.ied as "A day of the right hand o!' the naost higli.'

A.nrilcum, Feliruary 201h.-When 1 last wrote, miatters were vorse at our sta-
tion than 1 w-is really willing te believe ; I knew that thero was a good deal
o!' bad ttslk .m rng tbe native, but 1 bath etill hoped for the best, and tried to


