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sion fiold and away off among the Heathen ;
and as'a Presbyterian efice-beaver he should
know something of the position of the
brethren throughont these Provinces and
the wide world, Thero is no charch mere
widely scattered than ours, and there isnone
that can justly lay claim to a unity so
hearty and so thorough threughoat all
her branches. A knowledgo of the yeshy-
terian cause in all its vast exsent will
strengthen and cheer us and greatly in-
crease 8 healthy feeling of brotherheod.
Our position as Raling Elders demands
‘experieuce, wisdom, simplicity of aim, and
purity of motives. Ministers look to s for
co-operation, help and council in all their
work. We are to be to a large extent their
eyes to see and report, and their hands to
execute. ‘Tho people look to us for guid-
ance ; and they should be able to do so ip
good faith, Let us magnify eur office not
to agprandize ourselves, but to glorify Him
who appointed this office and to justify the
wisdom of His arrangements in the face of
men. Xor, however Scriptural our church
order, onr ritual, our ctandards,—if we, the
office-bearers, cease to be living workers in
the church, the church must either cast us
off or herself share in our doom of death.
The Jewish Church was divine in her con-
stitation and ritual to the minutest partica-
lar; everything was prescribed, from the
garments of the priests to the pins of the
Tabernacle; yet when the Jews came to
idolize the means and regard them as the
end, God rejected the whole system and
stampea upon it the seal of His reprobation.
If we exalt our church system, any part of
it, into the place due to Christ, if we sacri-
fice sonls to it, we make 8 Moloch of it;
we may be sure that God’s frown shall
darken all our way, and the systemn in
which we glory shall gather shame and not
honour from our conduct,~a shame in
which we must deeply share. . .
Other churches in their organizations are
striving to reach the Presbyterian model.
The largest body of ‘Christians in America,
the Methpdists, arc about to introduce into
their system what is practically equivalont
to our Ruling Eldership. Even the prelatic
churches find it necessary to move in the

same dircction.  This is n testimony to the
efticicncy of owr order for which we should
be grateful. The question shat presses
upon us i3 this, shall we, in eur sphere,
repel other bodics from our systemn by show-
ing them how dead and cold and uscless—
how worldly, and weak, the Presbytevian
Elderahip is 7—or shall we show them as
we ought, loyal, brave and honess Chrisiian
men mighty in the Seriptures, styong and
prevailing in prayer,—* laymen” so far as
everyday scealar work is concerned,~—of
the people, with and among the people,—
but “clergy’ iu the best and enly true
sense of the word~men who love the
church for the sake of Mim whose the
church is,~whe rally yound their Pastors
and aid them by their prayers, connsels, and
Jabours of love; men who instruct the
ignomnt, warn the erring, rcbuke the un-
ruly and rebellious ; who visit the sick, help
the poor, sympathize with the sorrowing;
men who arc net afraid or ashamed of the
Cross, and are models of temperance, in-
tegrity, conmnen scuse, manliness, and de-
votion to the Redcemer’s Kingdom.—A
consistent Christian life is the bess avgument
in fayour of the seligion of Christ ; a consis-
tent and cfficient Xldership doing well their
work in Session, and Presbytery, and
Synod, is the best practical argument in
support of Presbyterianism. We have
therefore grave respomsibilities with relation
to churches net of owr exder. God has en~
trusted us with & good, & rational, n serip-
tural model ; It us be trae to it not onlf
for the sake of those who are within ouy
church, but also for the sske of these whe
are without.

‘Weare elccted by the people and ordained:
or set apart by the anthoerity of tho church.
If inany degree worthy of our place it is
true also that the Holy Ghost las called,
clected, and ovdained us, and given usa
place in the tine Apestolic saceession, Qur
commission i3 from bheaven. We have
vowed to God; woe mnto us if we ‘neglect
to perform.our vow. Ouor offics is a preci-
ous tglent committed to us by Ged ; let e
take heed that we use it so that when our
account is given in we shall get the reward
of good and faithful servants. W ave ac-



