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HISTORICAI, FANCY l>RESS BAl..

T HAT the istoricai al given y

'Ibeir Exceilencies the Gosernor
(.enerai andl the Countes,. of Ah-
erdeen, on the seventeenth of

February iast, was the most successful affair
of the kind ever given in Canada j,. cor-
dîaily affirmed by ail who are in a
pistion tai jurige. But apart from its baing
a remarkably successfui s<1<iety event, c-cen
surpassing the expectations of ail cont erneil,
and fully repaying by this gratifying resuit.
thase who wjth Their Excelleni ws gaveso
much time and tiouble to the carrying out
of the idea; the significance of that idca gave
an unusually interesting character tii the af-
fair, piacîuïg it at once above the levci of
ti-e ordinary fancy bail or carnival.

This idea was the representation, hy a
series of characteristic <lances, of various
epachs in Canadian history, dating from the
uiscovery of Canada by the Norsemen. abo(ut
the year i,o00. The ladies and gentlemen
who took part in these d4nces repre..ented
various personages promînent in the histiry
of Canada, and it must be said that, judg-
ing by the costumes displayed, there was
much careful deliheration upon the choit e
and portrayal of the characters. Neyer was
the study of Canadian history we ardcntly
pursued in aur Capital City. School Histor-
ies were at a discount, tossed contemptuously
aside, while fair ladies poured (<ver pages oif
Parkman wjth sighs and exciamat ions as the
mysteries and intricacies of Canadian his-
tory were revealed. Neyer sIsall it again be
said, in Ottawa at least, that Canada bas no
history. In t.tig iibrary of Parliament for
three or four weeks before the Bail, the
great volumt* of illustrations of thie costumes
of various perfods, were left ling upon the
tables go thaMtàçy. !Rni(ht le consulted wltb-
out the de ay of taking them down from
their places. Ladies, and gentlemen ton,
studied <hem with a semi-comical semi.tragic
air of anxiety. The ordinary words of salu-
tation were dropped and if yiîu wende<l your
way towards the lilîrary oif l'arliament yiiu

woutld lîrîîlally be met liv a fri-nil or ai-
iluintanice armcd with a long leail liclil, andl

a,,rrying a stral if wlîite hal)er. Nîr woulil
vou lic aliowed iii pass the threatening pen-
cil untîl you had answcreîl, or expresscd yîîur
ignorance, as te the dlate of a certain event.

There hase been halls and halls. A gor-
geous Fani y hall was given at (iisernment
bouse some ycars ago hy a former govemîîr;
but thi,. one is unique in its histuirit ai signi.
ficancc and moreover its piresiiling spirit was
Her E'xtellency the Countcss of Aberdleen.
-the most charming bustes. in Canadla."

'Iheir Excellencies siiared neither troubîle
ciii e'jîens' in connertiîîn witb the arrange-
ments. for the hlli which 'as beld in the Sen-
ite Chamhier, tlie ichairs hicing remnove(l for

the occasion, anîl the wali. <if the Cbamber
suitalîly îlecîîrateî wîth flags and emblems
siguificant <if the i baracter of the Bail. 'ihe
tiivernîîr (jenerai anîl the Cuiuntess of Ab-
erdleen <iccupieti the thrîînc upon the dais at
the cod of the Chamiier. The Vice Regal
coiurt oiustcl<f 'Iheir I'x(cillenctes the
Goivernor (encral anti the Ciîuntess of Abier-
dleen, the Cabinet Ministers and tbeir wives
andI the different Military Aidies de Camp
wbîle Mrs. Lewis, wîfe of Bisbop Lewis,
Madame Albani mnd Mes. Potter Palmer
wcre present as guests at Govemnment bouse.

Thbe costumes of the ladies of the Vice
Regal Court were superb. The Cabinet
ministers were in foul regalia and Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell was especialiy resplendent in
bis new Windsor uniform.

The first dance on the programme was
tbat of the Vikinga by the Govern-
ment House party. It was certainly
the most striking feature of the evening
Trhe dresses were ai of woollcn materiai
ctosely adhering ta thie fashion of the time.
A better itlea of the styles of the ilifferent
costumes is given lîy the illustrations accîm-
panying tbis article <han couid be given in
words. It was a vigorous somewhat boister-
«us lance in which ail took part witb the
jîilly ruinqing spirit ticiai of tbi<sc Pirimitive


