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flic Soutixera countries in the month of October, and return again in lffay.
It is said that while upon flicir migrations they travel during the niglit and
rest and feed during tlic day, resuiming their journcy again about sunset.

FICUS AURA&TUS, (Ln.-iuGOILDEN-WINGED WOODPEOCKER Oit
.I IGiI-IIOLDER.

S1'EexIoI CI!AItACTERIS.-UPPCr parts grcryisit, ami brownisL spotted
vîi blacl ; lou-er parts w/titis/t, and yellouis/t spotted ivitlt
blacic; a large white spot on t/te ruinp; a crescent slwped
patch of black on the breast. Lengtli, 121:,; uwidtu, 16.-
.iabits t/w United States and British Provinces. l/ie specz:fic
naine is fromn t/he Latin, (Auratus,) gildcd, or of a golden
colour.

Thxis vcry beautifuil bird is common in the edges of tlue woods or in those
fields which are nut mnucli frcquented, and wlierc there may ha a quantity of
old trees lyiig on tie grouud, or dad ones sf111standinge. I sucbi places there
are generally numibers of ant-hilis, to the eggýs of whicli lic is particularly
partial. Ilis food, howcv er, varies with. fti scason, and, as is thec habit of
flic Rcd-licaded Wýoodpcl.er, flic young indian corn, clierrics, burnies, and
other fruit, are frcly partalicn of when they are ripe, or ofherN'Vise suitable
to his palate. This bird feeds more on the -round and is more frequently
seen perching upon thie branches of frees flian the other species of Wood-
peekers. While boring flc lioles la the frees for their nesth, fthc maie and.
female work alternatcly, flic one standing by and encouraging flic oflier, and
then tak-ing its place. Wilson stafes thaf lie lias seura a bide made by a pair
of these birds which penetraf cd, first five ladies straiglit furward, and flica
downward more flian twice tliat distance, t/Lrough a solid blac/k oa/c. The
female lays six white cggs, and w lien flic young are hatcicd tlicy crawl out
of tixe hole and tak-e to the branches of the trcc, wlicre thcy are fed by fthc
parents.

The Goidea-wiuçg is a very lively active bird, and May ho readily
disfingudslicd by tlic haîf-moon alxapedl spot of black on ftic brea.s, or fixe
large pafeli of white ou fthc rump, mosf conspic «uoubly seca wlien flic bird is
on flic wing and ribin- from the ground. lt is rather cummnon la Canada.
Wilson gives flic foilowin g accouat of flicir habits la confinement

lLa rambiing fhrougli the woods one day, I happcnud fo shoot one of
fliese birds, and wounded him sliglifly in flic wing. Finding hlmi in full
feather, seemingly but liff le liurt, I tooki hlm. home, and put bim into a large
cage, made of willows, intending f0 kccp huxa la my uwa room, fliaf we miglit
become better acqnainted. As soon as lie fuud ]ximself eccosedl on all
sides, lie lost no timie ia idle flnftcring, but fhrowing himsclf againsf flic bars
of flic cae, began instanfly to demaoli6li flic willows, batfcning fliem wifh
great vehemence, and uttering a lond, piteotis kiad of cack-ling, similar to,
fliat of a lien when she is alarmcd and faites f0 wing. Poor Baron Treucit
neyer labored with more cager diligence at flic walls of bis prison, than tlis
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