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Poultry Notes.~--Ko, 17
Matching - Exnibit.on Standards.

Tho intending exinbitor wiil now coinmenco making
his sclect ons for our Provineial and other shows, and
i doing so onght to be gunided by the rules which
govern judges i mzkuwg thur awards, and which
may be eaid to be composed omy of two, that is, pro-
perly matehing in the pen and the valuo of exlibition
points.  The first carve of an exhibitor should he to
seo that his birds are properly matched in color;
this1s very importani, and want of attention toit
has boen the frequent loss of o firat prize to many an
otherwise well deserving pair of fowls. Taken singly
and examined, they masy bo ail the most fastidious
fancior could desire, bud when pliced tagether in the
eu thero may be a giffurcaco of color fatal to their
chaneo of taking a prize.  Every intending exhibitor
ought therefore to provide himself with a few pairs
of pens in which 1o place his birds {for examination
hofore making hus final sclections. This can always be
much betlor done quietly at home in his own yards
than in any other place, and defects or imperfections
mnorg casily duscovered , each point can be delibera-
toly studied. Tt i3 not always the best Juoking bird
in the yard or on the run which appears to greatess
advantago in the show pen.  If shown in trios, each
jaw of huns or pullets should mateh in color and
maikings exactly. And hero il may bo remarked,
that matching in the heads and breasts is perbaps the
most importans to secure, for this reason, that these
parts ave the firsé to meet the eye, and 1t is sur-
yrising whas effcet the opinion formed on first sight
has va tho mind.  Wo do not mean to say that good
judges, on closor cxamination or on perceiving other
dciecty, would award a prize simply for the reason we
tiave mentionied ; but weall know thas on our first
atroduction to a stranger, there is an undefinable
something which creates cither a favorable or un-
favorable impression on the mind respecting him,
which, althouygh somctimes erroneous, is difficult to
eradicate. So 1t 18 with the first 1mpression formed
of apair of fowlsin the show pen, aud therefore
moreattention in sclecting binds properly matehed in
the parts which first stike the ¢ - ie of greater impor-
{ance than in the less conspictious parts, although of
course it is highly essential that matchingin every
part should boas p.rfectas posatble. In sclecting

“birds, it will be neccessary to distingnish between
faults which are nearly fatal, and others which are
matters merely of comparvison. In Ilamburgsa
white leg or a lopping comb woull be a disqualiica
tion, but in the feather markings it would not be so;
the peacilling or spangimg may not be quite so sharp
or wel! defined 1n one bird asin the other, yet neither
15 a disqualification.  So also of Spamsh: ared face
wonld be fatal, bus the extent of the winte faco is
naateer for compet:tion. A very successful English
breeder and exhibitwr wsually kept such of his
cockerels as he had intended for exhibition with
some other larger and fiercer birds, so as to keep them
**well under,” as he was pleased to term it, till some
weeks before showing.  They were not of course to
bo regularly thrashed by the hercer Inrds, but suffici-
ently cowed down to bo 1 fear, and so driven about
as always to show a good appetite for their food.
About a fortmight or threo wecks before showing
sime these cockerels would be placed by themselves
with a couple of old hens for company, and the effect
of tho chango was wonderful.  The bi:d would set
himselfup, as put on airs and style which no other
treatment would produce, and thus learned to show
himself off to the very best advantage.

The value of ¢* exlubition points * is the next point
to be considered. To enable judges to form defimto
ideas of wlat would constitute an exhibition bird,
a oertain cofle of rules or canons were adopted by a

number of gentlemen in London, England, forming a
society known as tho **Poultry Club.” These were
subsequently published, ostensibly for the guidanee
of members of the club, but found their way into the
hands of other fanciers, and twere first given to the
general public in an appendix to the first edition ol
Mr. Tegetmeicer's Poultry Book, much to the disguat
of some of the members, who did not fail to enter a
strong protest againstit. Whatever may be said to
the contrary, thereis not the least doubt hut the
publication of this ** standard of excellence ™ was o!
wfinite valua to breeders and exhibitors as well as t¢
judges at tho time it appeared; and defective
though it may be, when taken in connection with th
increasod knowledgo of poultry breeding since ac

quired, i€ cannot for & moment be doubted that 1t
helped to mould the very minds of these who ar

now tho loudest in proclaiming to the world its im

perfeetions.  Did we require proof of this, we caz

only point to subsequont standards, whether Englis

or American, to show that although a difference o

opinion may arisoc as to the details, tho basis on
which formed is substantially the same. Although
issued, as has been asserted, by a self-constituteu
body, never possessing the confidence of the public,
it is not denied that it furnished a useful basis for a
more perfect system of judging. So much then asto
the inception of ** a standard of excellence” and its
would be detractors: let us now see how to apply it
to the mutual benefit of judges and exhibitors at tius
season. The English standard, after giving schedules
ox descriptions of each variety of fowls, nlaceda
numerical value on what are known to brecders as
the fancy points in a fowl, amounting altogether to
fifteen in number. These values are not alike in all
breeds, nor are tho faney points similar in name or
number. Some breeds have a greater number of fancy
points than others; henco the values of svch had to
bo lowered in number, to keep within the arbitrary
number of fiftcen as a total. The American standard,
for the first time published in 1871, was almost a
literal copy of the English edition, excepting asto
tho numerical valuo of the fancy points, and the ad-
dition of a few breeds cither unknown in England, or
not considered of sufficient importance to place them
inthe standard. Regarding the fancy points and
their numerical values there is considerable difference.
It was held by American fanciers that the number
fifteen was altogether toosmall to show the relative
values to cach and to the whole of the fancy points,
besides which they could sec no valid reason why
such a number should have been adopted, it being
incapable of that subdivision neccessary to arrive at
the true value of cach fancy point, and substituted
for it the number of one hundred as a total. Whether
this idea was original with themselves, or merely
borrowed from Mr. Wright, in forming anindepen-
dent scale for judging dark Brahmas, and given to the
public ina little work published by himn some years
since, entitled “ The Brahma Fowl,” we ara left in
ignorance by the American fanciers. Adopting the
number one hundred as the total in the American
standard,” the scparate values of each of the fancy
points were then placed at five or some multiple
thereof, a standard as arbitrary in itself and as un-
justifiable as that condemned in the English stan-
dard, with fifteen as a total. Since tho publication
of both the above standards, Mr. Wright has given
to the world in his “Illustrated Book of Poultry,” a
*'standard” of his owp,original in conception,and by
a different mode of reasoning arriving at a somewhat
similar conclusion to that of the American standard.
While he denies that book-judging is the correct
means of arriving at the true knowledge of tho ex-
cellences of an exhibition fow], inasmuch as it is not
clastic enough, and can make no allowances for many
things which he enumecrates, and adds that the eye
of the experienced judge is worth all the standands
in the world, he highly depreciates the idea of a

judge counting, according to the judgment he may

place on them, all thic points of a fow], and then
coolly addmg themn up to find which of tho pens
had the greater number of points, nrgning that the
pens showing the Jarger number of points, if rewarded
vonze, would after all bo evidently a wrong de.
cision. o says: ** We have occasmionally nad to
notice that birds which would have L en clearly first
acconding to the *standard’ were by no means tho
best in their elass  The ‘points’ put them first, but
«omehow no one Liked them.”  Admitting that better
scales of points than the American may be arranged,

~ doubt with a view tu the adoption of his own, ho
wiggests the doubd, ¢ whether an infal' uio ‘atand.
wrd,’ which shall correetly deal with every case, can
e devised, so subile and intangible are some cf the
«catures which at once mark off a first-class bird
«rom all iLs con.peers, and which can be felt or seen
auch casier than they can be put on papor.,” Claim.
wig no maoro fur his own seales than that the results
save been arrived at ¢ by careful comparison and
wialys’s,” auled by the moat eminent fanciers, whose
lecisiors they sctually embody, he further adds :
Wy stijl think, therefore, that the eye and judg.
ment of the best judges will and must continue to
he the final authority at pouliry shows ; using ¢ stand-
ards’ as the name implies—chiefly a3 permanent
canons to whieh, if correct, it may b2 expected that
wards will ia the mean conforn, and especially
nob cxpectivz that o Look, however perfect, can
:nable anybody to julge fowls, as seems by somein
both hemispheres to have been expocted.” Inour
noxt paper we shall give Mr. Wright's scales for
judging ot poaltry shous.

Boiled Corn for Poultry.

In the breeding of pouliry, asin all nther pursnits,
a listle caro and forethought invaiiably return an
spparently disproportionate result.  In the reaing
of poultry, where the expenditure oneach fowl is
smail and she material provided comparatively nex-
pensive, we are apt to overlook the small wastes
shich oceur in the tiansformation of the ditlerent
grains into poultry, but which agyregate quito a re-
spectable sum. . .

The opinion that cornis very nounshxnﬁ food for
fowls 15 so universal that no fwither thoughtas given
to the matter. If any one should suggest that corn
wounld be casier of digesrion if souked or boiled, he
would very likely recerve the answer that corn was
nothirg hard to digcst for birds, which swallow
stones and other hawt substances without detriment.
A moment's thought, however, will convince that
the wnll-stones and the gristare very different things,
and feeding hard grain, althouvh not exactly like
teeding the milistones with pebbles, bears a certein
ukeness to it.  ‘The trouble atteudant on the prepara-
tion of food, if it is to be cwoked, may indeed seem
very disproportionate to the advantage to be derived
fromn such tr a wment, but in x'cult:y hittle time need
be spent, as hetore going the rouuas of the nests, a
little hot water may be poured over the grain, a
tight cover put on the kettle, and the whole placed
over the stove, where by the time your rouunds are
completed, the corn witd have become steamed and
meliow, and have lost none of its good qualities,
Remember eacn hen has a certuin amount of animal
torce to be expended cvery day in some direction,
and the less she has to give to digesting her food, the
more s .¢ will have to be expended in egg-producing.
The advantages of the warm food in Winter, when
much food gocs toward producing animal heat to
withstand the cold, are twofold—irom the direct
action of the warmth, and the slower action of the
food itself, to say nothing of t®e fact that the con.
tent produced by nourishing food will resplt in more
¢ggs, for a hen thoreughly at home will lay many
more eggs than a discontented one. Ve bave per-
formed the experiment ourselves, and kuow that
feeding boiled corn does pay, and it isas a resalg of
experience that we offer this plan to our friends.—
Larmer (£ny. )
B ]

Ax oLD coosE died at Danville, Va., in his nine-
ticth year, from drinking lye out of a trough.

To avorb all loss of anmanss from night-soil, it is
necessary to have a barrsl of dry, line earth, or sifted
coal ashes, near the tontise, and daily sprinkle a few
quarts into the vauit.



