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decided fucilities for the propagation of the
flea.  Eatomologivs diffier as to whether the
fleas ought to be placed in a small order by
themselves (Aplaaipiera), or whether they
shoald furm an abaorinal family of the two-
winged Hies (Dipteca). Mg they agree in
almost every respret with the two.winged
fliez, exeept in having but the merest vadi-
ments of wings, the latier -cems the prefer-
able vonvze, After all, these questions arve
qaestions vather of words than of things,
and of tuste rather than of science. [t is
comnoaly sappozed that the thea that infests
the 2021 the sam? ~pecies as that which in.
fev'saman ¢ and that, consenpueatly, dog-fleas
car existe donrish, aud wmultiply in bed-
chambers where there ave 1o dogs. Al
entmologists, however, are agreed that each
species of 1+ is peenliar to a distinet spe-
civs, or at «Il events to w (distinet genns, of
animals ; and we have desciiptions of some
ten distinet fleas. inhabiting respectively
man, the dog, the cat. the squirrel, the
hedgehog, the mole, the mouse, the bat. the
Austraiian porenpine (Fehidna), and the do-
mestic fowl. We have ourselves found a
small species upon the young of the common
racoon. No doubt dog-tleas, if they shift
their quarters from dog to man, may cause
considerable irritation upon the human skin
for & few days, or even weeks, just as
chigken-lice, uader similav circumstances.
will sometimes Qo ; but that they can in-
crease and mudtiply upon such unnatural
faod as human hlowl is an entomological im-
possibility.—American Entomlogist.

Extovonoicat, SPECIMENS may e sent, for
ilentification or for information respecting
history and halits, to the oftice of the Caxana
Finuer. or direct to the Entomological
Editor, Rev. C.J. 8. Bethune, Credit, On-
‘atio, The postage should be pre-paid. The
specimens should be seant in a pastehoard or
o'her box. not loose, hut packed with cotton
w20l, or some similar material. The name
and address of the sendershonld also accom-
pacy the package, nnot necessarily for publi-
cation, but as an evidence of good faith and
thatwe may know where to apply for fur-
ther information if necessary.

Entomologists will be intcrested in the
matter of ‘“snow flcas,” which have swarm-
cd in New Brunswick the past winter. The
St. John Journal says these singular little
insects (resembling in their motions the name-
sakes living in houses,) completely covered
tho surface of the snow for miles in some lo-
calities ; in the horses’ tracks, and in the
ruts made by the sled runners, they were an
inch or more in depth. On the 29th of March
last they were cspecially plenty, and some
small spiders were noticed among them. The

snow flea is somewhat smaller thau the com-
mon flea. It is quite black. On takinga
quantity of them in the hand a strong sensa-
tion of cold is produced. Tke south wind
and soft weather generally bring them. They
are often found in the snow two feet from
the surface and when brought to the light
exhibit the usual asimation by which their
motions are characterized.

aptaxp.

To Get Bees out of Honey Boxes.

I have never had much difficulty in getting
boxes filled with nice Loney jbut [ have had
great diffienlty in getting the bees ont of the
boxes alter theiv removal from the hives, 1
have taken off boxes early in the moring, at
taid-day, and late in the alternoon ; bave set
them near the hive, and away from the hive,
cotveted and uwncovered, with smoke and
without ~tnke 5 in short, have tried ali sorts
of ways. Still, mapy bhees, after leaving o
hov, would retmrn for v segond load of
honey and bring with them a swarm of
hungry robbers : 20 that it was impossible to
leave removed hoxes until the last hee had
been driven or coaxed out,and every hole
covered. This teok too much time, and I
songht 2 better plan.  Why not sct the hoxes
on an emply hive, in some remote part of
the apiary? That worked very well for a
little time 5 but the robbers soon saw through
this arrangement, Then I must have some
kind of door or outlet to the bive, through
which the bees could pass out, but not re-
turn.  That was soon devised. .\ picce of
tin was placed over tie entrance, wath fonr
holes cut in the lower cdge, about the size
of a bee, and each hole covered, on the out-
side, with a small isinglass door, hung on a
hit of fine wire, soas to work with the utwost
frecdom and the leagt possible friction. All
tae light admitted into the bive must pass
through these little isinglass doors, and
thither the bees within flocked. The slightest
push against one of these little doors was
suflicient to open it, the bee passed out, and
the door shut hehind him.  Hnndreds of bees
followed bim with the same result. This was
most satisfactory. Dut wait; here comes a
bee back fora second load. Now for the
teste Can he enter? You may be sure he
will try.  Ie does try every door—=but fails,
Bees are coming out of one door while he is
teying to enter another. resently oue opens
the door he is at. and in goes our litile thief.
3y this time haif a dozen have returned, and
in ten minutes more the experiment has
proved a failure s for in that time they have
learned {0 push the doors fo one side, and
without difienlty. This might have been
remedied by puttiog a pin at the sides of the
doors, to prevent their moving sideways.
But the plan was abandoned for something
else that occnrred to me just then, which I
put in practical operation with entire suc.
cess. Not a bee got into the hive after that.
I could leave a hive with a dozen boxss
(resting on slats put across the frames),go to
dinner or down town, or leave it all day, and
be certain all the time that not a bec could
enter it from the outside; and every bee
within could leave at any moment with per-
fect freedom. The plan adopted was simply
that which is used in a certain kind of rat.

trap in comnon nse, and the application was
made in this way :—Through a cork bore a
hole large enongh for « hee to pass throngh 5
ent ten or a dozen pieces of fine wire, say
cach an inch amd a half long, press one end
of these wires into the cork around the hole,
and =0 near together that a hee cannot pass
hetween them.  Let the outer ends of the
wires eonverge together,leavingan openingat
the end just large enongh fora hee to pass out
throngh it. ’ut the cork to the entrance of
the hives, with the wires.standing outward,
and slanting up o little from the alighting
board, «0 that the hees from the outside can
pass nnder it, while trying to get in. Close
the entrance all round the cork, so that all
the light that enters the hive must pass
through the hole in the cork. This will bring
every hee within to this hole, for a passage
out. I'will guarantee it to work perfectly.—
Cor. in dAmerizan Journal.

Improved Method of Swarming.

Where bees are lett to have their own way
in swarming, it is found sometimes that one
colony will throw off swarm after swarm,
nearly swarming itself to death ; while some
of the Families that came off are feeble and
worthless. Then again, another colony, full
of workers and rich in stores, and which
shonld afforid atleast onc good swarm, will
do no such thing. but hbang out and threaten,
and yet make no decided movement. The
following avrangement, it is sail, will prove
aremedy for this state of things. Suppose I
have fen colonics, all pumbered, as they
should he. Number 1, on examination, is
found to coutain tea queens in embryo, and is
therefore eapable of supplying ten colonies,
if the young queens ave not destroyed.
Number 1 inangurates th» movement and
sends off' a good strong swarm. Very well.
Hive them, and give them their position.
Now number 1 has lost half its numbers, and
for the present its inbabitants are all in ex-
¢ited commotion, and they ate now ready to
receive new couers.  Remeve number 2 to o
new stand, and place munber 1 on the old
stand of nmmber 2. The workers of munber
2that are ont in the fields, will, on their re-
turn. flock into rumber 1, and when day
closes number Lis again strong in numbers
and immediately concindes that it is best to
send off another colony, and in about a week

asecond swarm will come off, hale and
strong. Nnmber2 bas lost enough of its
numbers to make a swarm; it bas indeed.
swarted through number 1. It has a prolific
queen and is rapidly augmenting its numbers
every day, and will soon make up its loss.
Meantime number 1 must be placed on the
stand of number 3, and number 2 may be
taken to the first stand occupied by number
1. Number 1 will be filled nght up again as
before, and in & day or wwo will send out
another strong vigorousswarm, with a young
queen. And thus the process may go on
until ten swarms, all strong, have all come
through numberl. This pian has been re
commended, and is said to work well. It
looks reasonable, and is wosthy of trial.—
Cor. American, Bee Journal.



