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Stuffing Birds.

To the Editor of Tur Caxans Fansen :

S, —For the information of those of your veaders
who may wish further instruction in tho ait of Taxi-
dermy. I witl now proceed to give directions for
stufling birds; and will take just as an example the
Pigeon, for shinning which instructions were given
in o former aiticle. Let us suppose the bird just
skinned widh the shull attached, T will treat on
mwounting drivd skins some other time.  The first
thing i3 toreplace the skull after it has been well
anointed with the arsenical soap and inside with solun-
tion of corrorive sublimate. The bird is now laid on a
table with the head towards the left band, and the
legs and wings wdinvted to their proper situation.
A pound weight i3 1aid on the tail, while the feathers
of the margins of the opening are raised by the fore.
finger and thumb of the left hand to prevent their
being sviled,  The ingide of the neck is now coated
with argenical sovap; flax, tow, or cotton is then
stuffed into it, but not tov tightly.  The back and
rump are next anointed, and the body should be
partly stuffed with tow, putting in about one-third
the quantity that would be required to fill up the
whole carcass. The simplest way to form the car-
cass is to ke » cork from 2 wino bottle, say 1%
inch long by one juch in diameter; put a straight
piece of annealed wire the whole length of the bird,
from head to tail, then bend a picce of wire the shape
of the letter V, and push it through the cork from
the end which you intend for tho head, leaving the
projecting ends long enough to reach beyond the
longest toes.  You may now wind the cork with tow,
or cotfon, forming an artificial carcass. Then you
put the wire through the neck, running through the
skull; then push the wires through the legs, that is
between the skin and the bone on the back side, and
through the soles of the fect.  Lastly. thrust the tail-
bearer, or wire to support the tail, into its place;
then finish stufting. The skin is now brought
together and sewed up, taking the greatest care to
scparate the feathers at every stitch.  The orbits of
the cyes are next finished, by inserting a little
chopped cotton, attention being paid to round the
eyelids properly. The glass eyes are now inserted,
taking care to insert them properly under the cye-
lids. But before fixing i1 eyes, alittle calcarcous
cemeat must beusedto prevent them from coming out.
The stufling of the bird being now finished, the next
thing is to place it on & picce of plank, by boring
two holes for the reception of the wires which have
been allowed to protrude from the soles of the
feet for fixing the bird. These, of course, are picrced
in such a situation as is necessary for the attitude or
position of tite legs. The wires ave put through these
holes and twisted 30 s to secure the hird in its
position. The attitude of the bird will of course
depend upon the fancy and taste of the operator, and
ought to be in conformity with the habits of the
bicd in a living state.  The leg wires are to be hent
something like the letter 7, as in the skeleton.  Give
the neck and head its proper shape; smooth all the
feathers down, and set itin some airy place to dry.
and then your work is doune.

The following is tho composition of the
ARSENICAL FOAL
Arsenic in powder .............. 2 pounds.
Camphor ...ooiiiiiaevaaaiia. founces.
White Soap.......... evee 2 pounds.
Saltof Tarlar .. ..vvvvunane.. (2 0unces.
Powdered Lime....vvveneeraers 4 ounces.

Tho soap must be cut in small and very thinstices,
put into a cruciblo with a small quantity of water.
and held over & gentle fire, and frequemtly stirred
with 2 wooden stick or spula.  When itis properly
melted, the powdered lime andsalt of tarlar must v
added and thoroughly mixed. It must now be taken
off the fire, tho arsenic added gently and stirred.
Tho camphior must then be added and stirred 3 bat
it must first bo reduced ts a powder by beating itina

mortar, with the addition of & little rpirits of wine.
This mu:t be added while off the fire. It may then
b hield over the fire to assist in making the ingredi-
ents jncorporate properly, but must not bo much
leated, as the camphor will very rapidly escape. It
may now be ponved into glazed earthen pots, and
allowed to cool, after which a piece of paper should
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be placed over the top; and over this sowe sheep
Teather; then set aside for use.  The composition is
about the thickness of flour paste. When it is neces-
sary touse the soap put asmuch as witl answer the
patposc into a preserve pot, and an equal proportion
ot water. This is applied {0 the skin or feathers
witha Lristle brush.

N. B.-~Tt shonld be kept 2s close as possible, and
used with caution, asit is 2 deadly poison.

As a guide to the corvect anatony of o bird, which
should alwaya be borne in mind in forming the
careass and fixing the atitnde, the accompanying
outing of the sheleton of a talcon is given, with
lettered references.  a, cervical verlebra; b, clavicle;
¢, coracord hune —an appendage to tho clavicle or
collar-bone pecaliar to birds, d, sternum or breast
boue; ¢, hameras, g wary g, portions of tho Ifium
or hip bones, A, sacram, and es coxigs; 3 Semur,
or thigh Lowe; A ldhaa s 4, lursus.

A.B. B.

Gufonmology,

Entomological Society of Canada.

Tur Annual General Meeting of this Society was
held, by invitation of the London Brauch, at their
rooms in the City Hall, London, Ont., on the 7th of
July ; the President, P’rof. Croft, of Toronto, occupy-
ing the chair. The following members were present :
Mes:rs. Crolt, Sangster, Clementi, Bethune, and Osler,
from the Parent Sociely; Messrs. Saunders, Reed,
Barker, Grifiths, Puddicombe, Denton, Chapman,
Waterman and Simpson, of the London Branch.

The minntes of the last meeting, the reports of the
Quebec and Toronto Branches, and the Financial
Report were read and adopted.  Aftor the reading of
letters of 7 pology from various members, and other
communications, the meeting proceeded to the elee
tion of officers for the ensuing year, with the follow-
ing result:

President—Prof. Croft, D.C.L., Tovonto Universi.y.

Viee Uresidents—Johnson Pettit, Esq., Grimsby 3
Wi, Sauaders, Faq., London.

Ex afficio Vice-Presidents—Rev. O. Brunet, Iresi-
dent Quebee Branch; J. M. Denton, Esq., Iresident
London Branch.

Seeretary-Treasurer—Rev. C. J, S, Bethune, M.A.,
Credit, Ont.

Curator—W. IL Tiiis, Isq., M.A., Toronto.

Council—G. J. Bowles, Esq., Scerclary Quebec
Branch; E. Baynes Reed, Esqy., Sceretary London
Branch; J. H. Sangster, Isq., M.I., Norma) Schoo),
Toronte.

A nuwmber of eminent Entomologists in the United
States were nominated for clection at the next meet-
ing as Honorary Members of the Saciety; the number
of such members is mited by the Constitution to
twenty-ive. A dircussion then took  place respect-
g the puablication by the Society of & small perio-
dical to contain the transactions of the Society and
serveas a medium of intercommunication among
Entomologists in this country. It was finally unapi-
mously resvlved that a periodieal, to be entitled the
* Canadian Entomologist,” should be issued by the
Society, under the editorial management of the Sec-
retary, the Rev. C. J. 3. Bethune, and be  distributed
gratuitously to members of the Sozioty, and at the
rate of fifty cents per voluwme of twelve numbers to
non-members.

After o couple of hours adjournment the meeting
re-assembled at 8 o’clock p.m., and proceeded to ths
examination, comparison, und discussion of Longi-
corn Colcoptera (Gerambycida), or woced-borers,
Large and interesting colleotions of this family of
insects were exbibited by Messrs. Saunders, Croft,
Bethune, Reed, Sangster, and Clementi; among thom
were to be seen speciniens of nearly all the 127
species enumerated in the Saciety's printed list, and
also a few more species new to Canada, as well as
some forcign specimens from the United States and
Mexico. A few new species of Lepidoptera were
also exhibited, while on the table wete some power-
ful microscopes, aud a namber of haodsome works
on Entomology, including an unpblisked volume of
plates by Mr. Townsend Glover, all of which attract-
ed a great deal of attertion. Notwithstanding the
intense heat, which the members almost vainly cn-
deavourcd to modify with ices and other cooling
refreshments, o very pleasant and instructive cven.
ing was spent.

The following day, Wuednesday, July Sth, was
devoted toa very pleasant Entomological Tield-day
and Pic-Nic. The heat, thongh stiil great, 'was tem-
pered by a most refreshing thunder etorm during the
previvas night, and natare looked all green sud
fresh and bright.  Aftera few iiles drive into the
country, the chosea spot was reached, and tho amem
bers betook themselves to tho woods, ficlds, and
river tide,dn quest of their tiny gane; two or threo



