THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

From the Episcopal Watchman,

CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST.
(Friday, January 1.)

At whatever period of life, or on whatever occasion,
we view our blessed Saviour, there is one feature in his
character whichis strikingly conspicuous. Though as
man, sinless, and as God,omnipotent, he was neverthe-
Jass nade obedient to the law, from the earliest to the
Iatest period of his life ; complying with every religi-
ous ordinasce, that, by fulfilling the law, he might fulfil
all righteousess. Accordingly, in his earliest days,
we find bim undergoing circumcision —° When eight
deys were accomplished for the circuncising of the
child, hisname was caliad Jesus :” which occasion, as
the beginning of his holy fulilment of the law, our
church sees fit to commemorate; and,lo preper medi-
talions upon which, the prayer of the Collect of the
day is well fitted to lead us.

i‘hat our blessed Saviour, who was spotless, and
needed no remedy for ills to which' he could not be
Jiable, should so perfectly obey his-Father’s will, as to
undergo this outwsrd act—painful in itself, and signi-
ficant of inward guilt—must convince every reflecting
mind, how absolutely necessary it is for us—who are
even born in sin,—that we be, in our infancy, brought
to thesacrament ol baptism, and early made to observe
that ordinance ; for it is to us, what circumcision was
to the Jew —significant of inward devotion to God’s
service on our part, snd of covenanted mercy aad
grace on his, ;

The Colleet marks this {rath very forcibly. 1t ob-
serves that our blessed Saviour was thus obedient, for
man,viz. for the sake of man—for our benfiet: that,by
thus hjmself fulfilling every tittle of the law,he might
complete bur redemption, and also might be, even in
thie first:period of kis infancy, an ensample for our
good. - Our Church therefore provides, that the chil-
dren of her paople now, should be presented for puri.
fication: at baptism: for Jesus Christ was the last who
ohserved the ceremonial law ; which law ceased to be
in fotce,us s0on &s He bad perfectly fulfilled the con-
ditions of it. : His commandment was ‘ Go ye farth,
and teach all nations ; baptizing them, in the name of
the Pather, and of the Son, ang of the Holy Gbost.’

¢ By thy bely nativity and circumcision, good Lord
deliver m.’ :

EPIPHANTY.

| (Wednesday, January 6.)

The meening of the word Epiphany, is Manifesta-
tion. Under that term we commemorate the season,in
which Jesus Cbrist was manifested to the Gentile
world— It had pleased God, before the Advent of the
Saviour, to coofine the vevelation of his will, and its
attendant spiritual privileges, to his chosen Israel: bu
upon the coming, of bis Son, he called the Gentiles
also, both to a knowledge of his revealed wil!, and to
a participatioo of the privileges wbich accompany
that knowledge. To this event, therefore, our Church
very properly appropriates a purticular service.

The circumstances attending the Epiphany, sre
stamped with that characteristic regard to the peculi-
ar habits of those affected by it, which so eminently
distinguish all God’s dealings with mankind.

The coming of the long-expscted Messiah, was first
announced to the Jews, by a message from Heaven
itself, to simple and unlearned shepherds—-a mode
which was direct and intleligible to them :—Augels
brought the tidings of great joy, and declared that a Sa.
viour — Christ the Lord--was born into the world,
To the Gentiles his Advent was sigoified in a different
mode ~-but one which was adapteJ to the habits and
dispositions of those, to whom the sign was sent:
¢ There came Magi, or wise men from the East, to
Jerusalem, saying, ¢ whare is He that is born King of
the Jews, for we have seen his star in the East, and
are come to worship him ?*°’

These Magi, who had journeyed {rom the distant
coun'ry of Arabia, were much devoted to the study of
the heavenly bodies, and were continually watcbing
their motions. Now, as in the course of their studies,
aided by the experience of men of old time, and by
their own diligent observation, they must have found
the most perfact order and regularity to prevail in that
glorious assemblage of the works of God, which the
starry firmament presents; we way readily imagine,

that a very powerful curiosity was excited, when they
observed this new star; a star, which was doubtless
of peculiar form, and so bright, that even the noon-
day sun eclipsed not its brightness. By day and by
night it shone : not transitory; but fixed, radiant, and
lambent, over the distant region of Judea; aptly
pointing out Him,who was to be a ¢ light to lighten the
Gentiles.

This star, which hung low over the horizon, like a
beacon-light to guide them, the Magi were divinely
inspired to follow. - They were led by it to Jerusalem,
but there the miraculous light was lost to them.—
Learning, however, after diligent enquiry, that the
eapected Messiah was to be born at Bethlehem, they
continued their jourmey thither;—aguin they saw
their guiding star — and found at last the Saviour.—
Thus thelowly shepherds of Judea, snd the illustrious

soul, to worship the long expected Messiah; and there
was no longer difference between Jew and Gentile in
his sight, ¢ who is no respecter of persons.’

We are shewn by this history, that the call of the
gospel is universs). In the manifestation of the Se-
viour to the unlearned shepherds of Judea, and to the
learned Magi of the East— the wise and great of Ara-
bia—the Almighty bath united all nations, and all
degrees of men, in one holy faith, and in one blessed
bope. Jews and Gentiles, learned and unlearned,
rich and poor, noble and ignoble—these are all called
to salvation; that,in the promised Saviour of the
world, every nation of the earth, every family, and
every person, might be blessed. For in the persons
of these Magi, all the nations of the Gentiles may be

humaa acquirement, and devoted all to Him, from
whom come riches, and wisdom, and honor: whose
kingdom, not of this world,is greater than all worlds —
for it is from everlasting to everlasting.

As the wise men by their star, so we by faith, are
led to the knowledge of God: and the beautiful prayer
which our Church thereon frames, is ¢ that God would
grant us after this life, to have the fruition of his
glorious Godhead.’ To shew ourselves sincers ju
offering up this petition, let us imitate the example of
the first worshippers; for though we bring no gold, or
frankincense, or myrrh,we can bring honor to our
heavenly king— devotion to our God—and a heart,
dead untosin, but alive unto Righteousness, Let us
then emulate the zeal of the Arabian Magi. Let us
yield ourselves tothe guidance of a brigbter light than
shone for them ; and taking faith for our star, follow as
it guides, till it lead us to the Son of God. and
through him conduct us to the fruition of the glori-
ouse Godhead hereafter.

[ ]

From the Boston Recorder.

CATE TOVWN, :

The English population of this place may be 4000
or 5000, OfF the class of English merchants, very
few indeed seem to have any regard for true refigion.
They are mostly specnlators, baving come out to the
Cape very poor to make their fortunes at all hazards.
Religion, therefore, to them isa thing of no conse-
quence till hear the close of life. OtBerS, probably,
are at heart atheists. To this character there are a
ew noble exceptions. One especially might be nam-
ed, H. E. Rutherfoord, Esq., who, to a well-balan-
ced mind, adds a heart alive to the various calls of
benevolence.

There is another clags of the English for whose
souls no one cares, and well are they called low
English. Even below the level of the dranken Hot~
teatot have they sunk, and chance ever to lie there,
till the Temperance Reform, having made the ciicuit
of the world, st length reaches Cape Town, and
awakes the community from their apathy on this svb-
ject.

! UnioNn CuaperL. Rev. John Philip, D. D., Pus.
tor, and Supcrintendent of the London Society’s Mis.
sions.

Dr. Vanderkemp originally collected a small En-
glish congregation; but nothing efficient was done
till the arrival of Dr.P.in 1819. Government frown-
ed upon every thing of the kind. In fact, some few
soldiers and others who wisbed to meet together
for woiship, were driven to the mountain, like the
Waldenses, by a tyrannic officer, and kaving there

Magi of Arabia, met together, with one hesst, and one|

considered to have laid low their proud distinctions of|

‘erécted their building, it was o
{down upon their heads.

Says Dr. P. < When we first arrived here Jxsus
'CurisT was not preached in the place. A Wesleyan,
who had arrived a short time before, had been aent
'away. However, we began preaching, and the first
'Sabbath, § had of all classes, men, women, and chil-
dren, Malays, slaves, &c., 21 io number, to hear me.
The Sabbath was a day of pleasure, and these were
all the English who could turn aside to hear the Gos-

el..

P It was not long before Unicn Chapel was built, &
house seating 300 or 400, which is often well filled;,
since that time, the Sco:ch snd Wesleyan denomina-
tions have taken sn origin, and the Established Cburch’
bas had an iocreased number of hearers. On this
little congregation the eye of the Christian rests with

pleasure, The Cburch has st times been robbed of.
its brightest ornan.ents to supply the mission stations.

From hence go the tract distributers, the Sabbath'
schoo! teuchers. Here the missionary passing- on

to his field, meets some kindred spirits to bid him.
God-speed. Here are the greater part of the ladies

who are plauning benevolent works, schools, &c., for

the salvation of Cape Town. There is preaching

twice on the Sabbath, and other meetings during the

week, During the afternoon of Subbath, there is an

interesting Sabbath School,where, we trust are train-

ing many future heralds of the Cross. The English -
at the Cape excuse themselves from Gop’s house on
:Sabbath, P. M., because they wish to sanctify the day

at home by a dinner an hour and a half long!

The people of Union Ckapel are very attentive to
the word preached. Impressions sare made on some .
minds from time to time, and cobversions are not
uoknown. The church eontains 50 or 60 members.
But I know not that oue of them deems such a thing
as a revival of religion possible in a church in Cape
Town! .

The people of Union Chapel are ina sense working
Christians. Very interesting Sabbath schools and o-
ther labors are carried on by them among theHeathen |
in different parts of the town. May the Lorp reward
them in heaven! * ‘

Much bas been done dwing the last 16 years in -
Cape Town, for which future generations will no doubt :
rise upund call Dr. aud Mrs.P. blessed. The latter, .
by her unremitted exertion, her schemes of usefulness,
must perhaps be ackuowledged as much the almoger
of blessings 1o this place as Dr. P. Tbe Doetoris of-
lten absent on his tours among the stations: or even if -
fin Cape Town, bis comprehensive mind is occupied
with the important business for whichProvidence seems
to bave sent him to this land.

— ) .

Mission to Abyssinia.—We rejoice {o learn that the
mission of the Church Missionary Society to §byssinia
has been resumed, and that the Rev. Mr. Gobat, whose

labors in thut country have excited so much interest,
:has returned thither accompanied by the Rev. Mr.
‘Ivenberg, and the families of these missionaries.—
{The London Missionary Regist:-r for August gives
isome extracts from their journal, by which it appears
‘that they reached Massowah (a small island and town
in the Red Sea, on the coast of Abyssinis,) ou the 20th
of December,1834. They intended proceeding with as
little delay as possible to Axum, a towa in tue inte-
rior.

The following extract from the journal of Messrs.
‘Gobst and lsenberg, will doublless furnish food for
reflection to those who pray and to those who reglect
to prey for the success of missions,.—Episc. Rec.

* Dec. 2.—Yesterday evening, being the. first Mone
day evening of the month, we united in prayer for the
extension of the kingdom of the Lorp, also reading
Eph.iii. and enjoying great comfort by knowing that
we were united at one and the same time with thou-
sands of Cluistians at the footstaol of the Loro, in -
oue spirit, one prayer, and haviog one promise,’

rdered to be pulled

It somelimes appears in the display of God’s love to -
sinners, as it does in the manifestation of His works in
‘the Heavens, that the least of the plancts mores in the.

mearest course to the Sunm, and there enjoys the most
powerful influence cf his light, heat, ard attraction.

No cloud can overshadow a true christian, but his fuith
will discern arainbow in it.



