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DESPAIR. 
8

Ah. f have had soute glillimer, au tintes, in niv glomiest woe,O3f a God tiennd aillafter ail uhe (Great God for aught that 1 knowPurt hr God of Love and of HeU togeuher-they cannot he thought.[If there tue such a God, unay the G;reat C~od curse him and bring hum to naught

Blapheny Whseis he aul ? s t mine ? For uhy would you saveA midunuan lo ves you ssilh %vretched suords, who s best in bis grave ?IIasplieuiy !Ay, sshy not, being daînti'd beyond hope of grace?oh, gouuld 1 sucre 'vonder svith her, and awav froin your faith and your faceltlasiheuiy !True, 1 haie scared youu pale with sny scandalous talk,Biut, tiiuy mind, the hlasphemy lies ail in the way that yoa mualk.
xxi.Hence 'She us gone ( an 1 sta>' ? Can 1 breathe divorced front the l'ast ?Vou needs must hai e good lyns eyes if 1 do 001 escape you au last.Our oruliodox coroner douhuless wili find it a feio-de-se,

Aind ýhe stake and the cross.road, fool, if >'ou seill does it mraiter uo tuei

AN ATH-EIST ON TENNYSON'S "D)ESPA1IR'
[liSDt). EDIWARD fi. AVELING. ~ 'AiL I'reethinkers owe a debt of gratutude tui Alfred Tlennysonu. His latest puentiu ait insaluable aid to the cause that they hold dear. To study ' Despair " wilirepay thein not only front the literary aide. 'rhey will derive from ils study soinaclu encouragement, so îouch new strength for their hattle. TIhe dramaticmonologue namned -l)espair " is headed thus : " A man and his wufe, havingaost faith in a God and hope of a life In come, and being utterly mniserable inthis, resalve tu end themnselves hy drawning. 1'he woman is drowned, but theman us rescued hy a member of the sect he had abandoned." At first, as weuead these words, we are tu±mpîed ta imagine that Tennyson wholly misunder.stands Freethinkers, after the fashian of the many. And, indeed, there is nodoubt that he does viot fuliy understaîud the beauty and the joy of Atheism. Theman and wamnan have Iast faith in a god. They have lotit, also, the terrible ideaof an indivdual immortaliy, wih ail its inevitable confusions, contradictions,Irreconcilabilities, unhappinesses. Thus far they represent Athelasm, and may be Itaken as types. But when umur poet represents thems as utteriy miserable in this
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