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the Marquis of Lorne in the literary and artistic progress of
Canadn. A provisionnl council wus chosen by the Marquis ;
at his invitution the members met at Governmont Huuse
and made preliminary arrangements 3 and the Society
wus publicly inaugurated in the Senate Chamber of the
Puarlinment Buildings, at Ottawa, on the 25th of May, 1882,
“ Fifty-six papers, embracing nearly «ll the epartments of
research, wero either read or presented at the first meeting,
and of theee thirty-three were published in the Transactions”,

By permission of Her Majesty the Society styled itself
the Royal Society of Cnnada.  In 1883 it was incorporated
by Act of the Canadian Parlinment.  The Queen gave her
assent to the Bill on the 25th of May of that year.

The Society cousists of four sections: French ilistory
and Literature ; English Literature, including -History,
Archmolugy, ete ; Mathematical, Chemical and  Physiceal
Sciences ; and Geological and lhulogu.\l Sciences.  The
number of members of each Sectioi is in general limited to
tweirty, and under any circumstances tmay not exceed
twenty:five:

Copiva of the Trunsactions of the Society, published
annually, ure sent to wembers, to Associnted Societies,
the Lieutenant-Governors in Canada and  Newfoundland,
the members of the Privy Council of Canada, the -Chief
Justice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Canady, the
Speakers of the Senate and House of Commons, the Chief
J ustice of each Province, the Promier of each Proviuce, the
Speakers of the Legislatures of each Province, the Minister
ot Superintendent of Education in each DProvince, the
Universitics, the Library of Parliament and the Libraries
of the Provingial Legislutures.

Provision was made for the uffiliation of local literary
and scientific societies throughoui the Dominion, and this
is helping very much to concentrate and develop intéllectuat
effort and reséarch in our country. Twenty-four of -these
loeal sucicties are now affiliated with- the Royal Society of
Canada.  Three of them belong to the Matitime Provinees:
The Nova Scotin Institute of Natural Science, the Nova
Scotia Historical Souety, and the New Bruiswick Natural
History Society.

The circulation of the Trausactions has doiie wuch, . the
Handbook. assiires us, to make Canada better kiown
abroad; especially in the seats qf enlightenment in the.Old
World, “Not a week passes”, says the report of the
Council for 1887, * withuat soime evidence beiny furnished
of the attention- that the papers are receiving in cultivated
circles abroad, and reguests for the volumes are constantly
at hand from various centres of intelligence to which they
have not hitherto been sent”,

SirJ. W. Dawson was the first President of the Society.
The President for 1890-91 is the Very Rev: Dr. G. M.
Giait. The \larlhme Provinces are represented in Scctions
2, 3 and 4. Rev. Div George Paterson and Professor
Ciiarles G. D: Roberts are inembers of the Eng]ish Liternture

Section ; Dt Ji G, MacGregor is & mentber of Section 3 ;
while five Marititue swvants belong to Section 4

To show how comprehensive and important is the work
which the Socicty has been doing, we give the titles of some
of the principal papers rend in Section £ since the inaugura-
tion s—

The Literature of French Canada, by John Lesperance,

The Muking of Canada, Ly John Rende,

The Literary Faculty of the Native Races of America,
by John Reade,

The Poets of Canada, by John Lesperance,

Sources of Early Canadinn History, by George Stowart,Jr.

First Siege nnd Capture of Louisburg, by Sir Adams G,
Archibald,

The Romance of the Iistory of Canada, by John
Lesperance. ,

The Last Decude of Freuch Rule in Ameriea, 1749-1759
by J. M. Lemoine,

It is  pity that a much wider circulution should not be
given to such papers as these than the Transactions of the
Society can afford.  If the Society could see its way clear to
publish the most interesting of the literary and histotical
pupers.in pamphlet form for sale to the publie, it would
very much enhance the usefulness of its work.

Long may the Royal Socicty of Canada flourish ximl
fulfil with iucreusing efficiency the high and noble aiins
which it has in view !

HE WHOM WE WAIT.

BY MATTHEW KICHEY KNIGHT.
T E whom we wait will bring,
Not flowers, to blow and die,
But the seed fromn which will spring
Roses eternally,

No map of the finished life
WVill be spread licfore our eyes ;
But his every song will be rife
With the swing of high emprise.

Not beauty that time will blast,
Not glories of gold and ved,

But truth and life that will last
\When the sun and stars ave dead.

Not form but spirit he brings;
Not deed, but power to do 3
The weak forget, as he sings,
Their weakness, the sad their rue,

¢ He brings”, have I said? and yet
Miy wistfiil eat liears no song ;
The éyes of the world are wet ;
(Vhy doth he tarry s0 long?



