W

AW CATROLIT,

but all the penally imposed scems only a few tem
poral sutferings ; the eternal, unlesy for rcnc.wed
and persevering guilt, not entering into the views
of his merciful dispensation towards themand their
posterity.  Thus, instead of appenring thtt dread
avenger of their erime, he shews himself thefr com-
forter, and sure protective Lord. He deigus to
saalce himseli even their servant 3 and, before send-
mg them forth exposed, tion their bles abf):ic
of innucenc:, to more inclement seasons, he, pity-
ing thea helplessness, vouchsafts hinuself to clothe
themn.

L-tus mark now in its devclopement the sw-
pendous schicine of man’s redemption ; and admimg
the ease with which Almighty God defeats all the |
machinations of s cnemies 5 turmng  thew own.
cunning and mischievous efforts against themselves,!
and bringing the greatest good out of the greates:
evil.  Satan s seen completely forted with Ins own
very weapons turned against himj and tie mis-
chief he had done repaired by a new order of Liings,
infinitely more calculated for our final bliss and
dignity than cven the former happy one: for when
God is the restorer, the restitution far excells even
the good that was lost.

The fatal tree, which the devil had made the in-
~trument of our ruin, is made the instrument of our
salvation ; and the fruit of that tree, eaten against
the command of God, which gave death ; now eat-
en in compliance with his command, gives life cter-
nal, and a glorious immortality. For the mystic
fruit which hung upon thay saving tree, was the
flesh of our divine and expiatory victim, who had
<aid :  He who eats my flesh, shall live for ever.—
John 6. ®

‘The woman, in whose disobedience ali our woe
vriginated; is now the one from whose obedience
all our bliss is derived, Behold, said she, the hand-
maid of the Lord! Be it deneuntome according
1o thy word! She, tli: weakest creature, by na-
ture has become the strongest of creaturcs, by
grace ; and the first to triumph fuiiy over her ongi-
uat deceiver.

Her Divine Son, the seed of the woman, has con~
quered as man, our mortal enemy, has trampled
his haughty head in the dust, and avengzed on him
our common wrongs; giving besides, to each of
his followers, the power by grace, of doing the
sane.

He took our nature without a human father of
ker, the woman, originally formed without a mo-
ther ; from the side of bim, who had ncither father
nor mother. His divinity, sprung from the eternal
Father, assumed our frail humanity of her, the
frailest ; the incarnation of the spiritual Adam thus
resembling the creation of the carnal one ; whose
soul proceeding immediately from its creator, took
p(fsseosion of its terrestrial organ, the body, forming
withit, though a different substance, one identical
and individual person. In this too, the second
Adam rescmbled the first, that in his twofold gene-
"ﬁm} he was fatherlees and motherless ; fatherlosg
™ bis human, and motherléss in his divine,

Thus, also, a3 in hi# sacrifice; so alsoin his genera-

tion, is be likened to his great regal and sacerdotal
prototype, Melchisadech ; whose father and mother
were never known ; and therefore, whose genera-
tion can neverbetraced,  Glenerationem ejus quis
enarrabit ? says the Psalinist, spcaking of the se-
cond Melchisadech. F¥ho can declare his genera-
tion? Ps.

In this new ouler of things, even death, our
threatened bane, is become but our desirable entiy

into never ending bliss. :

The temporal sufferings also, to which we ar
condemned, are made but the precious « ccasion ol
enhancing our future happiness.  They are the lu-
bours of virtue, which win for us an eternal and
mfinite rewnrd.  For as the Apostle testifies, the
present tribulation, which is momentary and short,
worketh for us exceedingly, and above meusure, an
eternal weight of glory—2 Cor. 4, 17.

1+ hus, a sovereign remedy is applied to all our
woes, which, if properly borne, are changed into
so many sources of the purest joy ; a joy grounded
on the sure promise of him, who said: Blessed are
they who mourn, for they shalt be comforted.

In this wonderful dispensation, we see God’s
justice superabundantly satisfied by man, of whom
satisfiction was indispercably required : the truth
of his threat rendered perfectly consistent with the
display of'his mercy 3 and hig justice now appeas~
ed, welconing our peace and perfiet reconciliation
with his offended Majesty.  Thus, as the Psalmist
sings: AMercy and Truth have met each other: Jus-
tice and Peace have kissed.—Psalms.

Here, then,we may perceive why Providence per-
mits for a time the moral disorder in our world.
Itis allowed only for the frec trial of man’s merit
and fidelity ; and to give himn, as we observed, a
constant opportunity, by bis struggle against the
allurements of vice and immorality, of augmenting
his bliss and glory in the world to come, Thisis
that enmity, which he told the serpent he would put
between him and the woman ; and between his seed
and her sced. This that strife, which the Saviour
alludes to, when ke says he came not to send peace
on earth, but the sword. Matt. 10, 34. For the
lifeof man, says the holy Job, is a constant war-
fare upon earth, and only they, who have con-
quered, shall be crowned.

But this state, thoughb a trying and critical one,
is vet, as we affirmmed, by the rewards it procures
us, a far more advantageous, and therefore, more
desirable one, than even that, from whick we fell.
For who can say to what a height of glory we may
raise ourselves, in the blissful kingdom of our hea-
venly Father, by our never-failing cxertions in his
holy service 7 Qur time here is our precious talent,
confided to our wise and faithfol management ;
which, if we lay it out properly to interest, will
produce to us in the end infinitely more than the
whole original capital amount,

It is true, our best actiong, in themselves, are
nothing that can justly claim from God the slight-
est remuneration, much less a remuneration 50 ex-
lalied ‘and everlasting. Butwhile we remain in this
state, the very least and most ordindty of our ac-
tions, whicn performed with te proper intention,
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that is, for his sake, or in ebedicnce to his com-
mand, and with a view to please him ; are enobled
and rendered precious in his sight, through the
merits imparted to them by the Saviour, who us
our Head, our High-Priest, and Mediator ; ofters
them up to his heavenly Father, as those of his
living members., We are thus enabled, by a right
intention, 10 do ull that we do to the glory of Gud,
and whatever we do to the glory of God, deserves
aneternal reward,  Frhcther you eal ar drink, says
St. Paul, or whatever etse you do, do all to the glory
of God.—1 Cor. 10, 31.—Our Lord besides, assures
ass that, not so much as a cp of cold water, given
in his name, shall want its 1 eward.—Mat. 10, 42.
What an opportunity then, is hereby aflorded us,
of laying up to ourselves, as he exhorts us, treasures
wt heaven—Mat, 6, 265 and of adding every
moment of our life here, 10 our glory and happiness
in the life tocome ! In this alone, consists the se-
cret of the Saints, whom the Grace of God enables
to turn to their cverlasting advantage his wonder-
ous scheme of man’s redemuption, and all the suffer
ings of this short life, to the enhancement of their
eternal blies,

FEMALE PREACHERS.
Tue woman wasmade for the man ; not the mau
for the woman. The man was made for God ; and,
through man, the woman also ; who is part of his
being—flesh of his flesh, and bone of kis bone. The
woman, then, as the weaker party, and hence or-
dainced the subordinate one ; made but to the image
of man, who was made to the image of God ; the
woman ought ncver to have acted by herself; and
without the counsel, direction, and apprebation oi
man, her natuzal head. Venturing, however, un-
fortunately, to act by bersels, she was seduced and
ruined by the crafty fiend ; and became the organ
and istrument of bis temptation to manin Paradise.
Man again, who derived all his knowledge imme-
diately from God ;allowing himself to be counsel-
led and cajoled by her, of whom he was the natural
counsellorand director ; inverted quite the order of
things ; and thus implicated bimselfin her rash
transgression andall its unhappy consequences. In
order, therefore, to replace all, as it happily was
from the beginning, the woman raust drop her un-
authorsied, nay, forbidden, pretentions to counsel
and direct the man, whom she counsclled wrong and
misdirected : and ever after to be guided by him
in whatever concerns their common welfare. ‘This

plan pursued in God’s redeeming dispensations :
for only the man was by him appointed {o perform
the sacred rites of worship ; and mediate between
the Deity and his fellow creatures. Never, butin
the Heathen religions, were Priestesses known to
exist. Moan alone, in the Religion of God, was
permitted to exercise the functions of (be sacred
Ministry. It was always to man that the Deity.
made Imowahis will ; and from him the woman re-
ceiyed the Divine intimation.

. Xet, in numbers of the reformed sects we aes (his

oxdqrofGodand Nature reversed - and the woman
still, as after her fall, and when under the-geceiv-
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is, all along, particularly in the religious sense, the
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