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- soclates.

- and are joined in them by—mest likely
- have lured into them—scveral, or many

" iflagal by the law of this country, and that

* of last Munday, which gives our translas

- local Government cver permitied such an
s wlawful sssumption of suthority 5 and,
* finally, an sction for libel® is requested

. egeiegt a Catholic Archbishop for aiding
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Trem the Lesden Tablet,

the Crown te put dewn seciéties which the

FREEMASONRY INMALTA. ), denounces and condemns, would be

cuse of ignorance if they ahoote, brutes
like, to lie down und div in the lap of Per.

The Qimes of Thursday week publish.
edaletier signed ** S.," and dated ¢* Molia,
Ortober26,”und along with it an abridged
wr-d gacbled veesion of the Pasworal against

Freomusonry, of which we published an
accurats teanslution s fortnight zgo.  The
fatior is an abwsive onu agaiust the Arch-
bichop for dering to imuo smbh a docu-
suente  ** You cannot be surprised by uny
act of bigotey, fully, or craftihat aiay e
suanate (rom the Rumish Churchy ¢can
instrurent of mulice,” *not impetent ;"
“stho precions leter3' ssthe slauders
contained i e intemperate letter of this
ill-advised old man M such is the tone
aud a great part of the substance af** S
leiter. Along with this sert of jargon,
fowever, by the aid of two or three state.
ents, we get at one or two facts which
wce not animportant.  The writer’s on-
deavour is to make & appeour that the
Fracmasuns ure Eaghish Protestants, and |
that a denunciation of Treemasonry is an
act of leze majeste xgainst English respect.
sbility.  Thus we ase told that **unearly
all the membersare Bnglish of great res.
pectability,” « either residems or mili-
qary offcets” long stationed in Malia ; the
todge * has been established for nearly
ghirty years ;"—and such Kke nxcuses. |
Oa the «wther hand, we are told that very
fow Mallese are Masons ; 1 canuot hear
of more than four or five.”  But thay
am not a Mocon myself,” and, being an
Laglishman 10 boot, +*8.” isnot nech of
-an suthority on the subject as regards the
Blaliese. The quain point here is, that |
soveral Maltese—that is, Catholie aubjocul

qore; **some few NMalianrefugees kave at
tiwies altlended the lodge”' Now, every
ore knows thitall through the Coatineat,
&t least, the Freemasons are a most dan-
geruus secret sociely, engaged in a stand-
ing conspiracy against ail law snd all re-
ligion. OFf tlus <lasy of conspiratore the
ltalian refugecs in Mult are, # the opini-
©ns of well-informed persons aay he vak-
‘¢ on the subject, more debesed and ime
moral than even the average of their ass
They, itis udndned, are in the
habit of frequenting these seeret societies,

of the Maliese. 8o the case sands with,
tegacd to the  Archbishup's spiritual sub~
Jectse  As to the #lnglish who belong to
tem, it is enough 1o say that societies
bound together by an oath of secrecy are

their members are, thercfure, entided 1o
00 favour from our csurts and tribunals.
This brings us to the Morning Herald

tivn of the Pastoral, aud prefixes io it a
ootice from the Alalta Times, in which
the attention of “* the British press™ is cal
led to the subject 3 the aid of Parliamem
isinvoked, for an inquiry **as 1o how e

on the part of the Crown lawyers,”  An
wtion for hbel by the Crown lawyers

a novel sort of proceeding indeed!  How-
sver, this is the demand, though it is not
very likely 1o be acceded to.

The fact is, the Archbishop—oc, as the

dition. Such was the old plan; and it
was a plan charitable for all eternity.
Tle nodern way of spariag a sinner’s ears
daring Time, anid making hini pay ap o
Malia T'imes will huve it, ** the Jesuitical l1erriblo footing in the next world, scoms
clique ulout * him"—has rendered a seal to us a very questionable form of polites
service 1o society by thie issuing of this ness. And when all ie said, what has
Pastoral. I these sleepy days, wheu this poor Archbishop done that should
every one dees that which is right in {is) bring upon him the wrathof ¢« 8. and the
own eyes, there is u very refroshing music | Walta Tinmes, and the Multa officixls ?
in the sound of a public denunciation ot | He hus not deae anything whatever be-
excommunicativn,  Wlen it salutes our!sides stating a (act.  {1e has told his spir-
ears, we imulunllrily exclaim with the ftual subjec[s » circumstance which it con-

Duke, is Skakspese's Tioelfth Night—

¢ That etrain againt ® ¢
Q. it catne o'er my ear like the sweet South
‘Fhatreathes upun s baik of violets,
Steshag and giring odour i
and we find it impossible to join with the
zame Buke in the continustion of his sap~
sody, where he go2s on to say—

“® * Enough? mo more.
*Tis wet 50 anect ®ow as 1t wae before.™

On theconirary, inthese days, it isswaet-
er than evers aud ns to baving *¢ enough,”
why, vith the wotld full of unchecked
disordersy as it is at preseat; Vice ram-
pant in high pdeces ; Atheism lording it
over God's Heritage; and the Powers of
Dnikness riding alimost sepreme over the
means and inkrsments of good, we shall
not soun have *‘enough®’ ufescommunica.
tion ; and azsuredly it + cut of all com-
passto guwss when we shall get a surleit.
No, indeeds escommmwnications ars not
out of place {as the ‘fimes correspondent
says) *‘even in this age of mformation
and enlightenment,” nur even *“in 2 Bris
tinh possession.™ Just the veverse, 1t is
in this age, 2nd in British possessicas a.
bove all possessions i the world, that ex-
communicativns stack the most of busi-
ness, and look most real and curnest, We
like to sve, under the very nose of Mam-
moun, the Aposile fuibishing up lis keys
that have gat all nigh vusty, pressing close
the lock,and warning all men/ Atheists and
otlicrs) that he has thunder in his store.
house, as well s keys ut his girdle, Po.
siively, weare delighted with this Ava.
tar; this descent of a heavenly message
from ihe higher powers; and if there is
one thing in the affuir thut pleases us more
than another, it is the fact that it comes
jump dowm inte * & British possession,”
emong an awhkward squadof soldiers and
sailors, and rewspaper  scribes—all of
them true Britons to the backHone. We
woulda’t for the world have hud tie hon-

possession.®  Mlalta is a small colony, it
is true, and me should hawe liked a taste
of ecclesisstical brimstona neaser logae ;
but, sfier all, the Celesijal Visttamt has
lighted within the cupice, and we will
answer foriteven Malw will find enough
for him todo befure all is over. Long
lifo, then, 10 the Excommunication! It

cre

our light chewhere than in *a Budtish

e

cerns thew to know. ile has aot himself
jexcommunicated anybedy ; nor haen
| guilty of any unhandsame or offizious be-
haviour. His proceeding has been purely
‘ministerial.  He las not subjected the
lMahose Masans  to spiritual censures.
1 He has merely beea kind emough to tell
Hiem how they stand in that respect, and
serve a sort of ecelasastical notice upon
them that they may be not without excuse
whon they come to join issue wiih the
Public Prosecutor (or Accuser) before the
Judgement Seat of God.  Whether hig
Grace issues his Pastoral ur wot, these des
linquent vtterers of unlawful oaths are ex-
communi ‘ated. They ure thrustiout of
communion with the faithful, ipse faclo ;
and the Archbishop, by issuing this docu-
ment, has dene them a great kindness in
letting themt &now the fact—a Kindness
for which they ought to return a unanis
mous vote of thanks and a piece of plate,
instead of blustering about actions for
libel.

Wkhat the Archbishop has published in
Maka is ne especial law for that island,
butis the general rule of Christendom,
extending wherever there are 10 b fuund
any ** Christifideles,” +* of whatever state,
jdegree, condition, order, dignity,and pre-
emineace, ley or clericel, secular or regu.
lar.”  All are under the same law, and
obnoxious {0 the sume penalty. Mala
differs from the rest ol the empire, not in
the exceeumunication, but in the know-
ledge of it. We envy the Maltese. They
have » privilege whick we hae¢s not, ine
asmuch s therr Arckbishop declires 10
them the whele counsel of God in theis
regard. Our home-bred Freemasons are
every oue of them vbnoxious to these pe-
nallies of excoamnunication just as much
as those of Colunial breed. That law
shows a0 unjust preferences. 1t touches
and siuges cvery ode alike. Here, in
England, whatever son of the Church
may have tuken aa vath of secrecyus a
Freemason, whether he be alord, a mer.
chant, or a beggar, s placed under the
ban of the Churcl’s greatest curse, He
cannot reccive whsolution from his confes-
sor, except 1 his lastagony 5 bm, inall
time of health, must apply to his Holiness
Pope Gregury tho Sizieemb before he

9
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rewinds us of better taes and oter days, | 4w be re-admitted 10 the privileges of his
when the Chuicl, not mesely in tieory, [fanh, and 10 the Sacrament of the altar.

butin actual pracnce, with stern language,
but most mercifully towards it8 subjects,
pointed vut to them the dangers they w
running by theie crimes, and roused of
from their sleep of death by a ratthing peal €SS9
of thunder thut at bast ki them 7o ex+' Church, and for all time to como. The

It is not the Archbishop of Malta whe
dennunces these penaliies in his own
diocese.  Pope Leo X1L., and Lis predes
established them for the whole

Archbishop has Hone no more than, like a
kind und faithful shepherd, give notice to
his flack of the dangers they wers most
certainly incurring, Pope Leo XIl—not
Archbishop Cnruana—denounted the se«
cret societies then existing, and all others
that skould hereafier exist—without refer-
ence 10 timo or climute—in England as
well as in ltaly, in Malta as well as in
Siberin. His present Holiness it is, speak-
ing by Pops Leo Xll.—not Aichbishop
-Curuana— who, * under the penalty of the
szme excommunication, commands all pers
sons to denounce to their Bishops, or to
sny other persons to whom it may belong,
ali thoss whom they know 10 be members
of these societies, or to bn polluted with
these crimes.” There is one law in this
maiter for England as {or Malta, and every

letter that the Aschbishop has weitten aps
Mies to us as well as to them. It conerns

xs as nuch as the Maltese. It concerus
us as much gs if it had affixed to it the sig-
aature of any, or of all, of our own Vicars
Apostolic. We are under excommunica-
tion, if we become Freemasons, or if,
knowing a Freemason, we do not de-
aounce him to his spirituat superior; aud
from that excorimunication no priest or
Bishop in England can free us—no one
but tlie Pope himsell. These things are
really worth attending to for their own in-
Irinsic importance; and, asa mauter of
curiusity, it is worth while to examine
some of the reasons given by that great
Pupe, Benedict XIV., foc the imposition
of tkese severe penalties.

« Morcover,” ha says % one of the gra-
vest ~wuses of the aforsaid prohibition aad
condemnation is, fRat in societies and con-
veaticles of this kind men of every rehigion
and sect associate fogether ; from whick
tRing it is sufficiently clear kow great de~
triment may arise tv the purity of the Ca-
tholic Religion.* On comparing this
sentence with the passage in the Coanstitu-
tion of Pupe Clement XU, to which it
refers, it is probuble that in stiiciness this
principle is not meant to bo applied in
that particular instance, further than 10
the junciion of men of different religions
in secret sacieties.  But yet the universas
lisy of the expressioa, as usrd by Tope
Benedict, sufficienly shows how jealeus
the Church 18 of the junction of persons of
different religions in any enterpsise by
which religion may be even remotely af-
fecied.  Fory be it observed, that his Ho-
liness does not say that it is objectionable
for men of every sect, &c., to unte in
these secret sutivties § but that thess ses

ciet societies. independently of their other
objectionable characteristics, arc also ob-
jectivnable becauss in them men of differ-
ent religions ure  associated together,
This is the frs? objectivn. The second
(as we shall presently see) is that they are
sveret sucieties.  Pechaps this priaciple
way have y, wider applicotion than we
are in the habit of imagiing. We could
wentiun acother sociaiy in which * men
of vvery sect and religion® are united to.
gether - mattess touching faith, morals,
aund heresy.  This toe, would seem to be
included in the pri‘nciple loid down by his
[loliness. At least we subuwit this re-
fleciion 10 those who'm it concerns.

4 Another cause,’ lis conunues, « ic the
steict und impe:vious bond of secrecy by
ahich arelidden the things that ke




