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mischievous, by its variety;and its necessary
teneiency to dissipate, distract and c-onfuse
the mirid. It is not by knowing a littie of
everything that intellectual power is acquir-
ed. As Bishop Fraser very cleverly puts
it, "lA man thoroughly educated is flot the
man of encyclopaedic information, but a
mnan of perfectly trained and well-balanced
mind, able to, apply to any subject that may
occupy his attention its proper methods,and
to draw froni it, its legitimate conclusions.
Hence, lie says, Ilthe proper fuanctions of &
souad systeru of education are, to quicken
the obiervation, strengthen the memory,
discipline the reason, cultivate the taste ;
and that is the best system which gives to
each faculty of complex nature its just and
proportionate developnment."

We cannoe too strongly protest agaînst
this evidently dangerous tendency of our
educational systeni, that lias become s0
niarked of late years, and we are glad that
it has flot escaped the attention of our Higli
School Inspectors. Our progress should flot
be estimated by the variety of the work,
but by its accuracy and thoroughness. Our
schools should flot be transformed to Ly-
ceums. Their purpose is flot so much to
impari information as to ie instruction.
They are mainly training sehools. Mental
discipline is wvhat they should give, and this
can be done far more effectually by concen-
trating the mind upon the mastery of a few
subjects, than by allowing its energies to be
fittered away in acquiring a superficial
knowledge of I any things." The uext
-great change which we trust to see in our
P1ublic or Higli Schools is to have the "Pro-
gramme of studies> curtailed,and more time
devôted to fewer subjects.

Next to the reduction of the nurnber of
studies ini our Higli Schools, we believe
" Payment by resuits " would be the most
effective means by which to maise the status
of their efficienzy. We would v&y mudli.
like to sae something of the samne kind,.
comnbined nith average attendance applied

to our Public Sdhools. -There is no doubt
a great deal of good work doue in ail [ 'our
educational institutions, but there is a great
deal of inefficiency. One way to overcome
this woald be, exposure, and no better way
for doing this than Ilpayment by results'"
No doubt it would entail mudli additioual
work on the IDspectors. It mighit even re-
qure an increase of their number. But the
effect would be most salutary, and we trust
the Departuient will soon see its wav clear
to its adoption, at least in oui Higli Sdliools,
where the experiment could be easily tried
and the effect ascertained.

The remarks of the Inspectors upon the
ttudy of"I Higlier English " are so pertinent
that we must be ailowed to quote thein 
fulli:

"lThough the English of the High
Schools lias improved, there is yet littie
teadli*ng of higlier English. Parsing an~d
~anaIysis are assiduously attended to. There
is more or Iess practice in composition, but
there isliardly auy ethical or zesthetic; culture.
What sliould be aimed at is, in the majority
of cases, not understood by the Masters.
A few of the more cultivated Teachers have
rùade attempts to carry out a course of in-
struction whidh at least tends lu the riglit
direction. But the development of the
higher nature, the intellectual quickening,_.
aud the refinement of taste, which are the:
natural fruits of an attentive perusal of tlie-
master-pieces of our literature are, geueraly -
spcaking, undervalued, or unknowi), or.--
thouglit to lie beyond the legitimate scope-
of the wbrk of a High School. It is, in--
doubtedly, Utopian to expect any. High,.
School to give a full course of English Liter- -
ature. Yet something àa bô done evený
in the weakest Schools. Iu these day- of.-
shilling and sixpenny annotated edition;, a,
différent author ight each terra take the~
place now occupied by the autliorized read-
ens. The linguistic exercises might be
taken ftorn lis pages. The compositions
might deal either with the subttance of Ihj8
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