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months they will surrender them again and stand bare
aud shivering, that the soil beneath them may be en
niched ; and the lovely blossoms that now fill the air
with their fragrance will quickly fade and fall that, in
their place, may come the perfested fruit. And so on,

il through the whote cycle of Nature.

“ Nought lves lor ttsolf -
The clougds, whose glory is to die In showers,
The flesting streams, who, Io their vcean graves
Flee the decay of stagnant self-content ;
The cak, ennobled by the shipwright's axe,
The o}l which ylelds it« marrow to the flowern,
All spend themselyes on others

Awd at is only as they so spend themsslves, that they
reach their highest development. \.
Supposing the little stream were one day to say, ** 1
am tred of this busy life, I don't see why I should for
cier have to go hurrying on to keep the earth maist and
the yrass green ; 1 shall just settle down yuietly for
The reault would be that
the sparkling, rushing waters would soon be transfurmed

awhile and enjoy myself.”

mte a dark stagnant pool, giving out only unhealthy
et

Or suppuging the fair white lily were to think within
nacll, ** Why should I always have to give back agam
the light which shines upon me?
self after this, surely I have n right to duv so.”
of remaining a thing of beauty, the lily'a pure petasls

I will keep 1t to my
Inatend

would turn & dull black and irs beauty be gune.

tsod has decroed that all lifs shal) be accompanied by
service, and God's laws cannot bo disregarded withi i
The gifts of the munificent Creator must
be tuade usé of, or they will bo taken away.

We fiffd this truth strikingly illustrated also m our

punshment.

own physical life. The law of all vur bodily powers 1s
**use or lose,” and those members of which we make the
tioat use nre the ones that are moat fully developed

But moat of all do we find this true of the highest fi.nn
of L:fe, the Spiritual.

“tave, and it shall be given unto you,” or, keep te
youraelf and lose even (hat hittle you may have . the
decree s unalterably established, ** With what measure
ye mete shall it be measured to you again’; just accord
ing to the amount and quality ¢f your giving wili be the
mensure of your receiving. A deeply solemn truth, s it

not ™ and woll worthy our earnest conaideration mnd tall
- eat tealization.

We are gathered here to.day as a company of women
wha are pledged to the sersice of & King.  What kind ot
service 18 it that we assume with the name of Christian
What does our King ask of us, His servants ?
that we should help Him in bringing a lost world back

He nnks

Lo 1ta God | there is some apecial way in which He wants
{

onch 1o of us to help ; Ho doos not ask impnosaible tusks
of us, Lut only that we should do just what we cur: b
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help in making known the hleased story of Jesus and
His love in all lands, to every cresture- our neighbor
uext door, or vur neighbor across the seas. This is
Work. Now to do this we must give, give of
vur uime, of vur thought, of our energy. of our money ;
nay, more thao this, perhaps give thuse wo love, or even
Tt is ny light thing t» become a partner with

Mission

iife itaelf.
Jesus Christ in this wurk of proclaiming His glorious
Gospel | it 18 going to mean aacrifice all the way along- -
that 1s, the fidl, romplete life service,
posmble to give intermittent service, scraps of time,

Of course it 18 very

fragments of energy, a little money . yes, we may give
so and never feel 1t particularly.  But we are not talk.
g f such giving, benefits there must be from any
amabest ministry done for the aske of our King @ but
only from giving that costashall we get returns of highest
value | and 8o we are going to consider to-day the bene-
tita which cone from giving all, the rewards which will
be hers wha says, ** Lord, here am I, & poor unworthy,
winful ereature at best, do what Thou canst with me, for
I give myself wver in plad and willing submission to be
uned ra Thou wilt, and oaly fur Thy sorvice.”  That is
the beginmng of true gving .1t will be followed by al)
sorta of service, ws the Lord dircets Aund now as to
follow
First intellectual | is it not perfectly

the reaults which such ‘‘true-hearted, whole.
honrted 7 service
marvellous what tiod can make of the must

Christ hife has

ignorant,

unlearned  man when the new tnken

possession of hice Take Wil Carey, for matance,
the humble cobbler, when fired by enthusnam to pro.
clim the Gospel o those mittisg e the darknesa of
heathendom, became triwmphant aver every obstacle |
from mastering one language he went an to such pro-
herency, that before his death he had translated the
whale or portious of the Bible iuto forty dialecta, and so
one of the indireet results of his devotion o misston
work was that he bacame ovne of the foremost wriental
srholars of s day  And how many men there have

heen in the Christinn Chureh wha have had no eduvea-
tonal advantages, and  wha prabsbly would have re-
waned goorant and obscure throughout their lives had
they not heen taken hold of by the desire to win men
for Christ ; they have commenced to study the Bible,
and the result of their study is that their mental powers
have been developed. thetr ideas have heen enlarged,
wid they have sequired habits of thought, wnd gifta of
utterance before unknown to them.  Soat will be with
us, in whatever work we undertake fur the Mauater, you
beconne leader of o Mission HBand, let us say | that means
that you wmust take yourself acquminted with the history
of missiona in order to intelligently teach the children
committed The study of nussions will
open up to you wide and varied fields of knowledge, of

knowledge of

tn your care.

which you were probably ignorant before .
countries, their hiwstory, religiona. people and customs,



