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the nectin' couldna gang on witboot

IAn' dae ye tbink tlîat lie'll l)e forrit
the nliclit ?"

\Vbat forrit ?" asked John.
l'lie dccvii," said Janet.
Aweei, its likely, for he's miaistly

there every nicbit we nieet il) sonie
shape or formi. But wbat are ye
speerin' sic quiestions a., fie, janet ?"

IlWeei, ye sce, John, L'm sair vexed
tae bac tac tell ye that the braw %val) o'
drugget, wbicb cost nie mony a w'cary
day'and nicbt's spinnin', whicb wv'asna,
lang baine frae the weavcrs, lias hcen
stoun awa' by sorte vile. ili disposed
b)ody, an' sure tbe dccvii kens sonie-
thing aboot it, anl' 1 wad taik' it as a
great favor if ye wad speer at ini tbe
nicbit wv1n stole it."

John scratched his head, iooked
Igram e and said " is a serions bisness.
Janet, but wvbonisoever, l'Il venture tac
speer at bîrn ; I)ut as be disna, for
orner, corne aniong us till atwccn twal
au'l ance o' the the dlock l'Il nac cani tell
ye the nicbit wvbat lic says ahoot jr, but
yc cati step owre tbe nîorn's mornin'
Can' L'il let yc ken."

IlTbank ye," quoth Janet, and awvay
home she wcnt.

On the morrow with a bceart trcmib-
ling bctwecn hope and fear, sbe wcnt
over to joliu's bouse, and. wlicnevcr shc
sa'v lus face she feit surc lic had a
message for lier, and that there wvas
sornethinig scrious coniin.g. Ili a bail
w'hisper she said:

\Vas bie forrit, John ?"

Aye, dccd wvas lie," replicd John.
"Ai' did yc speer at huini ?

"I did tbat , said John.
Anl' wbat did bie say ?P

"Aweel," said Johnt, giving a furtive
glance around Iiimi, as if hie wvas lialf
consctous of the presence of sorte one
that wvas not to, be trifled wvith. "lA'-
iveel, afore 1 tell yc I niaun gie yc the
caution L.e gicd tac mii*, an' that is,
that l'in only to tell it tac anitlier ane,
but flac aie is tac tell it tac twa, for
if thac dac, thcrc's nac sayiii' wliat
w'ull bappen tac us a." Johni vas a
kiowing, mai anîd thus surroundcd the

wbole tiig witb anl air of mystery.
H4e tbeîi said Il tlîat the wab) o' druggffit
wasnlo oot o' the villiagc, ini fac' it wvas-
tna verra far frac bier aiti hioose, ai)' if
tben w~ha took it awva didnta biig i t
back ini four.aîi'-twenty oors tlieir lîoose
'vad tumuniiel doon aboot tlieir lugs an'
siiother every ain o' tiienu, baitb auid
ail' y'ouîîg."

IGudc u.rcserve us a'," said. Janet,
CI wad raither loss nia wab o' dr-ugg,,Lit

tlian scc tlîat conii' on o1nvb)ody.*'
After getrinig tlis tiessage froni Johnt

Janiet %Vent away, and w~e inay l)e sure,
did not rcst tili sbc told lier îîcxt neigli-
bor wliat tue deevil lîad said, Who, we
niay be e(lLaliy sure, told it confidently
to soine other, and in this way waq soon
knowîi tbroughi ill the village, and of
course, reaclîed the cars of the tbief,
witb wh'at resuits w~ill be scen.

Janet went to lier bcd tlîat niglît as
usuial, l)ut did not slccp mucli. There
ivas a strange kind of uneasiness and
fear about lier. She liad sonie miisgiv-
ings of coniscience about secking the
devil's aid, even to recover lier iost
wcb of drugg«er. Moreover, lier fear
wvas mixcd witl a kind of anxious wvon-
der, as to w'hat w~as to comne out of tie
uiysteriovs businuess. She rose ini tlîe
moruiing wviie it wvas yet dark, and as
slîe wvas going, to, tbe wvcll for water, on1
opcning the door-vbicli opencd ini-
wvard-sonietbiug tunibled inii a lier
feet, wvlicli miade bier bound backv:ard
and exclainu II Lord prescîve us a',
wliat's that ?" Oui recovcring froni lier
frig lît she veuîtured forvard, and, toý
lier surprise anud joy, found, it was bier
lost 'veb of druggct.

1 uiecd lîardiy say thiat tlîe tlîief on
heariuig tic muessage purporting to coie
fronui the netiier regions, and. w'slingf
to avoid suclu a drea-dful doon, nmade
haste to restore the stoien goods. Lt
'vould appear that tbe nîaàking of a
petticoat bad bceeî dut off the Wei), but
fear lcd tlîe tlîief to roll ià Ul with tlîe
rest, so, thiat it w~as returned cintire, if
not vhiole. As soon as Janet [lad got
lier breakfast over and bier dislies
'vaslîed up, shue wci,. aiway to, sec lier
friend. John anîd tender hîiri lier tbanks,

15 131


