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seeing some of his friends similarly
outraged. No man in hissenses can
for a moment think that such motives
could hold together so vast and far-
reaching a Brotherhood for the space
of nearly two centurles, if we go back
no farther in its history than the re-
vival of Masonry that took place in
London in 1717. In all other con-
cerns of lifs, men would employ a
differcnt mode of reasoming. Ifis
when they form opinions about Free-
masonry that they seem to leave their
common-sense behind them.

If T were to write of the origin of
Freemasenry, I should attempt to
show that it d~tes from & very remote
antiquity; that it was hoary with age
long before Solomon or his father
David ever drenmed of building a
Temple to the Most High God at
Jerusalem. DBut I am now to con-
sider ihe avtur. of the Institution,
and s¢ far as that purpose is concern-
ed, it matters Lut Litle whether its
origin can be traced back to the

arncient Egyptians or to more modern '
authors; whether it is as old as,

Eaypt's great pyramids and her un-

solved sphinx, or whzther it is mo’

older than thos2racd:rn monuments,
whiose meaning is well understood.
In this practical and busy age, it
matters little what may be the an-
figuity of o thing; th main question
13, Whotic 1t and what is it yood jor?
Every tub muast rest on its own
botion:, and Freczuasonry should form
no exceplion in this repard. For
myself, as I have alrexdy intimated, 1
believe Frezmazenyy it essential
aetuce 10 be as oll as civilized man,
and T farther believe {hat it will ever
be perpetuated as the oue great In-
stitution which meeis an urgent
dertand in every human soul.

But I must not dwell on this point;
I must address myself to answering
the question, What is T'reemasounry?
And in attempling to answer this
question, I shall at the same time try
to say what it is not.

First of all, it is not a proselyting
sooclety. It esks no man to become

a participant jaits mysteries. There
can be no act more un-Masonic than
for & Mason to ask & man to apply
for admission, or to offer any induce-
ments whatever for such an applioa-
tion. The first question asked of
every candidate is this: “Do you
seriously declare upon your honor,
before these witnesses, that, unbi-
| assed by friends, and uninfluenced by
!inercenary motives, you freely and
, voluntarily offer yourself a candidate
: for the mysteries of Masonry?” and
| the second is like unto it: Do you
. seriously declare upon your honor,
}before these witnesses, that you are
prompted to solicit the privileges of
. asonry by a favorable opinion con-
eeived of the Institution, a desire for
e ywledge, and a sincere wish to be
"serviceable to your fellow-creatur 2?”
Unequivoeal auswirs to these ques-
' tions must be given before the candi-
'date can approach even the thres-
+ hold of our mystic temple. Masonry,
.then, is a voluatary association of
men who profess to be actuated by a
desive {o help their fellow-creatures,
_rather than to be helped by them.
Freemasonry is nof g mutual in-
suranee company, with a few forms
‘and ceremonies attached to entice
“the outsider to its ranks, however
,useful such associations may be.
; Freemasoary is a charitable Institu-
, tion (sec 1st Corinthians, 13th chap-
i ter), an Institulion in which a man
does not pay in a certain amount of
; moagy, with the hope of getting back
“wore, It affords the most excellend
,opportunity for men of large hearts
I aud gvnerous impulses to do good to
. their fellow men without the hope of
;any other reward than that which
' comes from an approving conscience.
: It teaches and exemplifies that it is
| more blessed £o give than to receive.
i Love for others, self-abnegation, lack
of selfishness, is its grand ccrner-
stone. Freemasoury is not & benefik
agsociation which pays to sick or
disabled members a stated amount of
money weekly. But let it- not be
understood that Masonry makes no




