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MASONIC PINS—WHY DO BROTHERS WEAR THEM?

%

48 T have warned others, to ba very
coreful in the matter of admitting
candidates, and to ‘hasfen slowly,’
Jor the more difficult it 18 to join &
lodge, tho better class of mpmbers
there will be in the long xun.” This
is @ point wo have always consistent-
1y urged, and the force of the argu-
ment will be readily conceded by all
who have watohed the progress of
Freemasonry during the past few
years. It is not always, however,
that the indiseriminate admission of
oandidates is confined to young lodges
who have & promising ahd popular
career befors them. In how many
lodges where, perhaps from lax ad-
ministration, or the machinations of
partisans, do we find that the legiti-
mate roll of members has become
<«gmpll by degrees and beautifully
less,” often to such an sxtent that
initiates are eagerly sought after,
in order to sastain breath ivithin the
.body of the lodge, and to save it from
% condition of pulmonary consump-
ton? A knoiledge of these facts
fully justifies us in the expression of
the views with which we open this
article, feeling agsured- thaf, as the
records of our benevolent funds con-
firm, there aremany meninduced—we
were almost about to say, encouraged
—+t0 join the ranks of Freemasonry,
who should never have become Ma-
sons. Before 8 man is proposed in
any lodge, it should be absolately
ascertained why and wherefore he is
prompted in the wish to take thai
important step in life.—Freemasons’
Chronicle,

MASONIC PINS—WHY DO BRO-
THERS WEAR THEM?

‘We have been asked that question
several times. Some wear them to
let.others know that they have been
tried by the square, and thab they in-
tend to act by the plumb and meeb
upon the level all who have fravelled
the same road that they have, Ii
meany that they are men, fres-born,
and more than twenty-one years old,

anl have been well - recommended;
that they are good, law-abiding. eiti-
zens; datifal sons, good husbands,
kind, indalgent parents, honorable,
agreeable néighbote; hoiest in their
dealings with all wankind, snd be-
tievers in God, the giver of all good.

The Masonig .emblem on others,
means, I wear this to deoecive the
world, to use it to eover rascality; to
cheat, wrong, and defraud their bro-
thers, backbite and slander them,
trade on fhe sgnare and.make yom
pay twice as muoh a3 a thing is
worth, s L

But thege kind of people, like Judas
of old, sell themselves for less than
thirty pieces of sgilver. They are
like water, thin, and always find
their level. They need aot be afraid
to die, for they have no souls to loge.
They are generally nsirow-minded,
close-contracted, pin-headed, poodle-
dog men, stingy and mean. They
are to the human family what warts
are on the human body—e=crescen-
ces. . We have no patience with
them. Life is too short to try and
make anything of them or out of
them. R

We fully endorse the above. The
strictnres are not half severe enough.
—Freemason, Detroit, Mickigan.

EDITORIAL: NOTES.

Bgo. Liorp WoLsELEY, int an address
delivered at Whitechapel, London,
the other night, told & number of
amusing anecdotes, the best. of whick
was as follows:—One of his officers,
who happened to have a glass-eye,
was one day examining a prisoner, g
zealous followser of the Mahdi. “Why
do you believe in the Mahdi ?” asked
the officer. “I believe in him,” re-
plied the man, “because he can work
miracles,” The officer immediately
took out his glass-eye, tossed it up in
the air, caught it, and put it back in-
to its place. “Dy’e think the Mahdi
couid do that ?" he asked. The
man was appalled, and could not say
another word.




