LORD ELGIN

Canadian historian in the very front rank of the
great administrators happily chosen from time to
time by the imperial state for the government of
her dominions beyond the sea. No governor-general,
it is safe to say, has come nearer to that ideal,
described by Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, when
secretary of state for the colonies, in a letter to Sir
George Bowen, himself distinguished for the ability
with which he presided over the affairs of several
colonial dependencies. “Remember,” said Lord
Lytton, to give that eminent author and statesman
his later title, “that the first care of a governor in a
free colony is to shun the reproach of being a party
man. Give all parties, and all the ministries formed,
the fairest play..... After all, men are governed
as much by the heart as by the head. Evident
sympathy in the progress of the colony; traits
of kindness, generosity, devoted energy, where
required for the public weal; a pure exercise of
patronage; an utter absence of vindictiveness or
spite; the fairness that belongs to magnanimity:
these are the qualities that make governors power-
ful, while men merely sharp and clever may be
weak and detested.”

In the following chapters it will be seen that
Lord Elgin fulfilled this ideal, and was able to
leave the country in the full confidence that he
had won the respect, admiration, and even affection
of all classes of the Canadian people. He came to
the country when there existed on all sides doubts
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