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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF BRIDGETOWN

Written by John Irvin, Esq.,

Nova Scotia Historical Society.

K.C., and Read Before the

The coilections of the Nova Scotia
Historical Society, just issued, con-
v+in a historical sketch of the town

Bridgetown, Annapolis Co., illus-
trating the changes which have taken
place in the names, customs and hah-—i
t< of the rural population of Nova |
Scotia durinz the last century. The|

tch-—which is an extremely inter-

was read before the Hi.\'*‘

|

tng one
srical Society by John Irvin, K C.,

the 2nd of January, 1914, Mr. Ir-
m says

The genesis of the town of Bridge-
Annapolis County, must be
ed somewhere between the years
At the first date there
re just seven houses within the
‘a embriaced by the site of the pres-
now (1916) containing over
0 substantial dwellings, public
huildings and stores, and a population
v 1600

¥n, in

“00 and 1816,

t town

souls.

From information gleaned from
iy old people some twenty odd vears
z0, the winters in the early vears ul'i
the century were The |
snow came in November and contin-
teqd till the last of March, so that our
iwellers in the Valley, who went to|
leep a century ago would experience |

different climate on waking up :xt{
the present time, when we hardly hm'vg
vy snow till after Christmas, and|
vour noble harbor has long been freed

YEry severe.

trom ity icy fetters.

some few remaining houses built
the early days of the century, tell
» the sort of shelter which our fore
athers had. 'Most ol the houses were
ot one story, and low ceilinged, with
very small windows. They had most-
 high, pitched roofs, giving an attic
room  in which were stored the large
spinning wheel and weaving loom.
Some were long, rambling structures.
and appeared to have been added to
{roi time to time, as the family in-
creased in size.

“Hut whatever the size of the dwell-
ings, there wag one feature which
characterized them all. The kitchen
was generally the largest and most
important room in the house. Its floor
was kept as white as sand and soap,
with constant scrubbing, could make
it. It was a matter of pride to keep
it so, and on the floor would be laid
platted mats, not hooked as now.
They were circular in shape and dis—
played the good housewife’s skill as
“no of- tie articles of domestic manu—
facture. Im one corner -stood the
small spinnisg wheel for winter spin-
Aing. Among the few articles of tin—
ware, then in general use, was the
candie-mould, for making tallow can-
dles, the only light then known in the
country districts, except a lamp made
of brass or other metal, containing
seal oil, whi~h was used only on rare
occasions. Near the fire place was a
small closet, high up out of the smaller
children’s reach, in which was kept a
miscellancous collection of dried
faerbs and other simples, in case of
sickness, a bottle of Oppodildock for
aches and pains, some senna leaves

sulphar, to be wused in the
Spring, with molasses, for cleansing
On a shelf, over the huge
fire place would be a pair or two of
candle-sticks, with a tray and
siuffers to matech. The very well
o do neople had brass candlesticks of
Various patterns, which were kept
burn:ished by constant polish-

age of

the bloodd.

wetal

Fovedor Tie
rightl

ne

vas rarely to be seen: a

$ had eight-day ones, which

he lamilv and

hail or

n ¢ pl
vibed.  Medern people
lea of this huge cavern for|
mption of wood. Three or
our ordinary persons might comfort-
themselves in some of them
crowded,
old houses scattered here and
there through the country they have

been bricked up or removed to make |

ably
and yet _not be In some of

the very

vay lor modern

requirements. At

e sidd of the fireplace was attached
f1 irow bar called a ‘erane,” which !
ut of the fire ,D‘ilf‘(‘.‘
( Wl to it upon|

on poty !'m'j

ime and

at pres

The
|

piece or round of beef, goose or turk-
ey would be suspended on an iron spit
made to revolve slowly before the fire.
Back of the roast was placed a large
tin shield, concaved to the fire, its
polished surface reflecting the heat;
while underneath was placed a large
pan to catch the fast dripping gravy,
from which the cook, from time to
time, would baste the roast.

“In winter, just before dark, the
kitchen fire would be made up to last
the next twenty—-four hours. First a
large hardwood log from three to
fecur feet in length and about two feet
thick would be rolled in, and placed
comfortably at the back of the fire-
place. This was called the back log.
On top of this, and resting against the
back of the fireplace, was laid an.or-
dinary size cordwood stick. In front
and at some little distance from the
back log, supported on andirons, was
placed another ordinary sized cord-
wood stick. Under this would be
raked the hot embers; a few dry chips
thrown on them, and soon ‘it would
burn briskly, and the immense back
log, catching fire, would blaze away
merrily, sending forth both light and
heat throughout the apartment, and
from thence through the house.

In winter the evening meal was
partaken of quite early, usually at
about five o’clock, a long evening be-
ing desired. A favorite dish at this
meal was composed of Indian corn-
meal, boiled with milk, which was
called ‘saupon.’ Its excellence con-
sisted not so much in its ingredients
as in the manner of its preparation,
which began immediately after din-
ner. A gocdly sized pot was nearly
filled with sweet milk, into this was
stirred meal made from home-grown
corn sufficient to make a stiff batter,
seasoned with salt. The pot was
then hung on the crane oversthe fire,
and allowed slowly to boil and bubble
all the afternoon till tea time. It
was then served with sugar and cream
or milk. This with bread, made from
wheat grown on the farm, carriway-
seed biscuit, freshly baked, and home-
made cheese, with milk as a drink for
the younger members of the family,
and a great dish of tea for the seniors,
comprised the evening meal.

“After tea on very cold or stormy
nights all the family gathered in the
kitchen, the cheerful glow from the
fire place furnishing light enough
for the different occupations to which
the evening hours were devoted. 'The
boys did little or nothing except to
dry and grease their course heavy
boots in preparation for the next
day’s work in the woods, getting out
timber and firewood. It wag at this
period that the-districts of Granville
and Clarence began to be cleared of
the mighty trees, the beeches, the
birches and the rock maples, giving
place later on to cultivated fields and
miles and mileg of orchard which now
cover the sloves of the North Mountain
range. Buf The boys were full of the
lure of the wild and the incidents of
the day in the snow-laden forests, and
upon these their converse would run.
One had discovered the lair of a fox
and was going to set a trap the next'
day; another had seen the track of a
raccoon or he had observed a wild
cat spring upon a luckless rabbit, he
had not his gun with him or he would
have had such a fine skin. Another,
with a sly look at sister Susan, busy
at her spinning wheel, would tell how
Jim Bolzer, a neighbor’s son. had met
him on the way home with the last
load of wood, and he said he intended
being at the singing class next night, |
while Susan pretended not to hear the !

mention of her sweetheart’'s name as
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ards of motor car value and efficiency. Gone is

the demand for surplus size,

for useless weight and speed.

To-day’s requirement is the Gray-Dort A larger radia@or and fan—neyv-style
water jackets—insure perfect cooling.

type of car.

—the car with enough power and speed
to travel quickly wherever business or
recreation may demand.

—the car of comfortable riding and driv-
ing for men and women.

more.

The new motor is larger and more power-
It will take five passengers practi-
cally anywhere any motor car can go.
It will take them at the limit of speed

ful.

An improved carburetor takes care of
low-grade gasoline.

For Gray-Dort comfort—ride in the car.
Feel the benefits of scientific design, lux-
urious upholstery, ample room.

For Gray-Dort appearance—see the car.
See the higher line of hood that sweeps
smoothly into the stream-line body.

~ See the French-pleated upholstery. the

who

most men daredrive. Its smoothness and

flexibility are a new record in 4-cylinder

motors. In acceleration it takes second

place to none.

Yet this motor is a miser with gasoline

and oil.

GRAY-DORT MOTOR

drives one.

double curve fenders, the new Gray-Dort
green finish.

For Gray-Dort dépcndability —ask any man

The five-passenger touring car is 81,195; the five-
passenger Gray-Dort Special, beautifully finished,

and with extra details of equipment, is $125 more.

All prices are f.0.b. Chatham.

CHATHAM

In the United States—THE DORT MOTOR CAR COMPANY, Flint, Michigan

ONTARIO

the three-passenger fleur-de-lys roadster is 81,050.
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would'
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i fork set the pitch “of the tunes,

“There was very little reading mat- |
ter in the majority of the houses. zmll]'
but few books beyond the family Bible, |
the Book of Common Praver in some |

instances, or Wesley's hymns and ser- |

{ mons, and mayhap a copy of the Pil-

grim’s Progress. In later years came
Belcher's Farmer's Almanac, and in|
many houses some carefully preserv-
ed copies of Agricola’s letters. Among
the generality of the people, very little
Was known of the outside world or!

| even of our own provinece, for that|

matter. Letter writing was very lit- |

tle practiced - postage was very ex

: ¥ ' g |
pensive and was regulated by the dis
tance, The

Annapolis to Halifax cost_six pvnu-:"

postage on

“Besides the singing classes ther¢
were other gatherings of the people
for the amusement and pleasure ot
both youth and age, but their char-
acter differed according as the com-
pany viewed the question of dancing.

Among the staid and
friends, the strict Baptists an

inded
Metho-

sober

dists, the afternoon tea was the fash-
ion for middle-aged and elderly peo-

ph’.

The

funcion

was very unlike

the afternoon teas of modern society.

Very early in

three o'clock, the

at the

a letter from | yited.

nd,
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the afternoon.

neay
matrons would meet

house to which they were in

knitting or

bedecked

other light work i:

in white lace L-;ap-J

of silk, coboury cloth or alpaca, ac-

!‘-t"xiins to the opulence of the wearer.

i€ aitternoon

After t t 1
quietly withdraw to the kit—
when bpipes and tobaceo would
produced, and amid a halo of

conversati
would simply bhe
agricultural
discussed. Of the great

¢ outside, little would be heard.

“Evening parties for the young were

held after tea, at which
corfeits were the dissipation indulged
in. But among that class of people,
who did not regard dancing as wick-
'd, ‘frolics,” as they were called, were
(requently held, at which dancing was
the chief, if not the only past time.
Round dances were unknown, but
indulged in With a zest that nothing
seemed to tire. The ‘frolic’ began
2arly and was kept up till a Iate
nour. There was generally in the

1eighborhood some one who could

lay the violin, and whose stock of
]

‘unes consisted of ‘The Flowers, of
“dinboro,” the ‘Soldier's Joy, ‘Olq
‘an Tucker,” and ‘Catch the Squirrel .’
it midnight there would he a halt m‘
Yo daviat > i 8 |
‘le dancing, and supper would he par-

would be spen in!

matters that! p:
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;m dancing, while the younger pecple |
;vloc-ked on. The oldest of the guests
E,would take their place on the floor in |
lexghts and fours. Matrons of three—f
Score-and-ten would vis-a-vis with |
;;J(:togenarlan pa.triarchs, and to them
‘ or a short while the days of youth
| Would seem to come back as three—'
i >

;s'(,ore-and—ten courteseyed with old—
:tlme grace to octogenarian bows. And
how the yQuths and maidens would
lluugh and clap their hands as the old
folk, galvanized by the
and pleasure of the

excitement |
moment,

w2l would |
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TIME TABLE REVISED TO Mo
JULY 1st, 1915,

GOING WEST

s

Lawrencetewn
¢ Paradise Eh
Pridgetown .. ..
“ Tupperville
Roundhill L
. Apnapolis Royal. .
" Upper Clements ..

Clementsport

Deep Brook

N U000 =] e =)

f  Seaview ....

f Bear River

©

mbertville

_ Smith's Cove

I

EAST

by ... .

Smith's Cove ..

Imbertville

Bear River ..

Seaview . e

Deep Broek ....

Clementsport

Upper Clements ..

Annapolis Reyal..

Roundhill

Tupperville

Bridgetown . .

Paradise

Lawrencetown

Middleten -

R. U. PARKER,
General Passenger

GEO. E. GRAH

General

B &S, W. RAILW!

Accom. | TIME TABLE : ]
Wednes- | IN EFFECT Nedne
days only| March 10, 1918 | d: )

STATIONS
Middleton Ar
*Clarence
Bridgetowr
Granville Cent
<49 p.m.| Granville Fe:
3.12 p.m| *Karsdale
320 pm./Ar Port Wade

Read down]
1110 a.m.|Lv.
1141 am.!
1200 m. |
12.32 p.m

Lonneetion at Middleton w
Points op H. & S. W. Railway
Dominion Atlantie Railway.

W. A. CUNNINGHAM
Div. F. & 1

— WAR-TIME

SUMMER

| SCHOOL

¥
4

2
5

W

At the urgent request
ien and others who can
‘ulficient nmumber of Marit
‘Ss1stants, our classes will
“uring July and Aungust
€clion of our senior teachers

Enrol any day at the

MARITIME
BUSINES COLLEC

HALIFAX, N. S.
E. KAULBACH. C. A.




