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River Steamers
Change Hands

White Pass Co. Said [to Have
Purchased C. P. R.
Steamers.

Castle Rock Sights Wreckage
Off the Coast—South Pa-
cific Derilect.»

The report published a few evenings
ago that the C. P. R. had purchased the
White' Pass & Yukon railway and the
Canadian Development Co.’s steamers,
arose, it is understood, out of the nego-
tiations that are under way for the pur-
chase by the White Pass company of the
five river steamers built by the C. P. R|
for service on the Stikine during the
Klondike rush of 1897. These steamers
are the Ogilvie, McConnell and Hamlin,
which are still at Wrangel; the Daw-
son, on the ways at Vancouver, which,
although completed, §ds never been
launched; and the Walsh, which has
been lying in the Fraser river since the

failure of the Stikine route to the Yukon.
It is understood to be the intention of
the White Pass company to take all the
steamers to Skagway and there take
them to pieces and transport the machin-
ery and fittings to White Horsé, where
new hulls suitible for the work required
of them will be built.. The steamers
were built by the C. P. R. to take heavy
loads up a fast-running stream, whereas
on the Yukon the steamers are required
to take heavy loads down stream, and
must not draw as much water. This
building of new hulls is therefore neces-
sary, but a great deal of the material
in the present hulls can be used. The
purchase of the five steamers would give
the White Pass company fifteen steam-
ers on the Yukon, and would to a great
extent do away with the necessity of
running scows on the river. It is also
reported that Mr, Alex. Watson, of this
city, has been engaged to draw the plans
for the new hulls and superintend the
construction of them. He hds been the
most successful builder of river steam-
ers on the Coast for many years.

ST XS S
REPORTS MORE WRECKAGE.

Bark Castle Rock Reports More Evi-
dences of Disaster—A Long Drift.

The British ship Castle Roek, Capt.
Jones, which arrived at 10:30 o’clock
yesterday, being towed in from Car-
manah, where as told yesterday she was
reported Thursday night, did not remain
long in the Royal Roads. Her charter
to carry ore has fallen through, and the
vessel is to load wheat at Tacoma, for
which port she sailed at noon yesterda.y.
«Contrary to the expectation of many, in
view of the long passage of the vessel,
there was not a spar out of place, and
not a sail torn. 'The weather being
«ontrary was alone to blame for the de-
layed passage and the chance for the
speculators. ;

Capt...Jones . was. not &.bit sarprised
to hear that his vessel was on the over-
«due market; in fact he had expected
that, and found pastime in surmising
how high the rate would reach. He left
Hongkong late in October, at the time
of the northeast monsoons, and was a
long while in getting through the China
Sea. In mid-November the heavy ty-
phoons which caused such great damage
and so much loss of life at Hongkong
and in Indo-China, were encountered,
but no damage was done the vessel.
Up to reaching 150 W, the wind was
continually adverse, and progress was
necessarily slow. Gale followed gale,
and as the vessel could not carry enough
canvas to go to windward, she often
drifted back instead of making progress.
Over half of her passige was therefore
:spent in getting out of the stormy China
waters, and the run across the ocean,
dfter she had cleared the China Sea,
was not such a long one.

Capt. Jones brings news of more
wreckage off the coast. When the
Castle Rock was about 50 miles off Cape
Beale, he sighted the topmast z}nd CToss-
trees of some sailing vessel, which looked
as_if it had come from a vessel of
medium size, and had evidently been in
the water for Some time. There was
quite a lot of tackle and gear attached
to the floating wreckage, and ‘from the
appearance, Capt. Jones gathered that it
had come from some American smh_ng
ship, although he could not say with
any positiveness that the tackle was of
American origin. ;

On reaching this port, Capt. Jones re-
ceived letters telling him of the safety
of a sister liner, which had long been on
the overdue market; and as much as 90
per cent. had been paid on her. This
vessel, the Beacon Rock, sailed from Port
Pirie  on October 3 tor Wellington, a
voyage that should not occupy much
‘more than a fortnight. Months passed
and still there was no sign of the ship;
she had all but been given up as lost,
when news was received by her owners
that she had reached Tecuhuana, Chili,
having drifted right across the Southern
Paeific. The Beacon Rock had encoun-
tered storms and had lost some of her
canvas, making it difficult to run to
windward, and there was nothing for
it, when she got past the New Zealand
port, but to let her drift until she
brought up on the Chilian coast. She
was in ballast, and it is understood a
charter was obtained for her in Chili

CAPSIZED VESSEL.
Schooner Defiance on Voyage From
Here to Sydney Sights a Derelict.

The - four-masted schooner Defiance,
under ‘command of Capt. Blumm, which
took 4 cargo of lumber from British
Columbja to Sydney, reported on her
arrival, shortly before the sailing of R.
M. 8. Aorangi, having passed a derelict
about 70 miles off Norfolk island. The
schooner carried light winds across, and
was 67 days making the passage. When
to the southwest of Norfolk island about
70 miles—to be exact, in 34 8., 166.25 E.
—she sighted a derelict vessel, which
Capt. Blumm took to be from 200 to 300
tons burden. As near as he could judge,
100 feet of her keel was above water,
and the derelict seemed to have been
floating about for a month or two. 1t
was the captain’s opinion that the vessel
would drift south to southwest, and thus
gradually come more jnthe track of ship-
ping. ‘There was notHing to indicate
the identity of the vessel.

The French Journal, La France Aus-
trale, published at New Caledonia, on
the 22nd November contained the follow-

‘hold. ‘To save the vessel part of the

{rom Hongkong on November 27, for

ing Teport: ¥ The director of the interior
has informed the authorities that a raft
composed. of half of a-lower mast, cut
through, and attached to which were
some planks, drove ashore ‘at Nakety
Bay. Upon examination it was found
that the spars were of pine. One of the
spars had attached to it a chafing plate,
and was about the size of a topgallant
mast, and had apparently snapped near
the cap. The spars are yellow-painted.
The raft had washed ashore on the 13th
November, and it was judged to have
come from some shipwrecked vessel.”
The question suggests itself that the raft
belonged to the capsized vessel sighted
by the Defiance.

THE STRANDED POLTALLOCH.

Representative of Salvage Company
Goes From Victoria to the
Scene of the Wreck.

W. . Wait, agent of the London
Salvage Company, has gone from this
city to North Cove, at the entrance to
Shoalwater Bay, to see what can be
done to float the stranded ship Poltal-
loch. The ship went aground Novem-
ber 27 during a dense fog, but her pres-
ent position is not eonsidered dangerous.
It is net believed that the Poltalloch
has sustained any serious injuries. She
is l}%gh and dry on the sand and resting
easuy. s

The -Poltalloch is comparatively a new
vessel, having been constructed at Bel-
fast, Ireland, in 1893, by Clarke & Co.
She is a full-rigged steel ship. At the
time she went on the sands the Poltal-
loch was on her way from Santa Rosalia
to Puget Sound, to load grain for the
United Kingdom. She is of 2,250 tons
net register. .

STILL UNDECIDED.

While Many Think the Ardnamurchan
Lost, the Fact Cannot Be Fixed.

A despatch to the Colonist from Van-
couver says: “ The Vancouver Packing
Co. says it is positive that the salmon
ship believed to have been lost is the
Ardnamurchan. The company positively
identifies the salmon shipped by it to be
the same as that found on the beach
near Astoria.” :

As stated yesterday morning, the
opinion prevalent here in many quarters
is to the same effect, while others sug-
gest that the lost vessel, if wreck has
occurred, may have been the Machrihan-
ish. To state with any positiveness that
it is either is more than can be done, in
view of the scant information as yet
to hand. True, salmon bearing all the
marks of that found on the Oregon
coast was loaded on the Ardnamurchan,
but similar marks of one or other of the
three brands found were on other vessels
of the fleet. A director of the Vancou-

it is impossible to fix the vessel from the
fact of salmon packed by that company
having been found, for a great amount
of their salmon was sold to shippers
here and at Vancouver, and loaded on
different vessels. The company did not
ship it themselves, and cannot, therefore, |
say what vessel it went on. As yet the
vessel feared to have been lost has not
been fixed, but the supposition from
most sides favors the belief that she
was the Ardnamurchan. This Vessel
was fully insured, $90,000 of the insur-
ance being held by the Imperial Bank.

MARINE  NOTES.

The Chilian bark Beitha, which ar-
rived at Valparaiso on December 1,
from this port, with lumber, reported
having encountered a heavy gile on
November 3, when the seas swept over
the vessel and the water gof into. the

cargo was jettisoned.

Ship Glory of the Seas arrived at San
Francisco on Thursday from Comox,
with a cargo of coal. .

British Ship Sierra Miranda Sailed
the Royal Roads. She is, now out 60
days, and umless delayed by adverse
winds, as was the Castle Rock, can be
looked for any time now.

Steamer Tees reached Union yester-
day afternoon from the North. She wiil
arrive here this morming. She called at
Skidegate on her downward trip.

Steamer Cottage City will sail for Al-
askan ports from the outer wharf about |
€ this morning. She will carry two pas-
sengers, who are bound to Cape Nome
over the Katmai route. J. and D. Prin-
nell, the two Nome-bound travellers, in-
tend to go to the Behring straits from
Nome on their arrival at the Arctic
diggings, having claims in a new d‘s-
trict, struck at the close of last season.
The Cottage City will take a few pack-
ages of freight from here.

Bark Undaunted, which arrived from
San Francisco on Thursday, passed up
yesterday to. Comox, to load a cargo of
coal for San Frmancisco. Another ves-
el which passed up yesterday was the
bark Guy 8 Goss, also from San Fran-
ciseo. She went up to Vancouver to
load lumber. ;

Bark Prince, the Norwegian vessel
now being repaired at Esquimalt, was
formerly a Nova Scotia vessel, and is
well known to the ‘“Bluenose” element
of this city.

Bark Mermaid, now at Ksquimalt, has
been chartered to load lumber at Van-
couver for Callao.

MARINE NEWS,

Neah Bay—Passed out, Jan, 23, sh- Alster-
thal, for Queenstown,

Astoria—Sailed, Jan, 23, sh Incheape
Rock, for United Kingdom. poin
Tacoma—Sailed, Jan. 24, str Horda, for
Talienwan.

Port Townsend—sSaliled, Jan. 24, str Glen-
farg, for Chipa.

Hongkong—Arrived, prior to Jan. 23, str
Idzuma Maru, from Tacoma, 3

Tocopilla—Sailed, Jan, 8, bk Wanock, for
Port Townsend. ) J

Hoquiam—Arrived, Jan,: 22, sehr - Roy
Somers, from San Francisco for Aberdeen;
schr Lizzie Vance, from Sam Franeisco fcr
Cosmopolis. 1

Portland, Ore.--Cleared, Jan. 24. sh Lika,
for Queenstown; str Milos, for Hongkong,

San_Francisco—Sailed, Jan. 24o-schr-<La
Girgnde, for Grays harbor: str Hyadis.  for
Seattle; sh Bohemia, for Oyster harbor.
Arrived, schrs John F. Miller, Emma Ut-
ter, Gotama, from Coos bay; arles R.
Wilson, from Grays harbor; Berwick, from
Coquille river; Lily, from Umpqua: Viking,
from Coos bay; Ethel Zane, from Tacoma:
sh Lucile, from Seattle: bktn Tam o’ Shan-
ter, from Columbia river: sh Glory of the
Seas, from Comox; sh Sintram, from Ta-
coma. Arrived, Jan. 23: sh Lucile, from
Seattle; str Jeannie, from Seattle. Sailed,
Jan, 28, str Santa Ana. for Seattle: schr
Jehn G. North, for Puget Sound.

Hongkong—Sailed, Nov. 27, Br sh Sierra
Miranda. for Royal Roads .

Neah Bay—Jan. 23, str. Washtenaw. 3:30
p.m., from San Francisco, for Tacoma.

San Francisco—Sailed, Jan. 24, str Hyades
for Seattle: sh Bohemia, for Oyster harbor.
Arvived, schr Bangor, from Port Hadlock.

Tacoma—Arrived, Jan. 23, bktn George C.
Perkins, from San Francisco.

San Francisco—Arrived Jan. 24 schr Chal-
lenger. from Port Blakeley: schr Marion.
from Tacoma.

SAPMIR A Sl T I i
LIVING RACES OF MANKIND.
When Europeans first settled in Australia

ihe mative population was probahly about
150.000 persons. It has been rapidly dimin-

ver Packing Co. in Vietoria states that|,

Consumption, measles, small-pox, have ‘had
a large share in the work of destruction.
The adoption of clothing, with all primitive
beople ,undoubtedly induces a great deal
of lyng disease. This may at first appear
incredible, but it has been clearly proved.
There is a right way and a wrong way in
everything; and clothing, which is a great
protection if rightly used, is only a source
of discomfort and danger to the creature
that is unaccustomed to it. The poor ig-
norant savage does not appreciate it, and
would much rather be .without eclothes.
When he does adopt clothes, he frequently
casts them aside just when they might be
of the greatest service in protecting the
body from cold. Lying down to sleep at
night in a damp place without the covering
he has worn oughout the day, he courts
the very diseases which are most fatal to
native races. It is just» the same in New
“ 11n lgol.vngsia. and In most of the
slands, where consumpt; -

ing terrible havoc. o b
In the year 1851 the number of Australian
Aborigines was estimated at 55,000. In 1893
they were put down at from 30,000 to 40,-
U00. The government has taken some steps
to endeavor to mitigate the grave evils in-
flicted on the native population—evils for
which the white people were clearly re-
sponsible. But its action came too late.
Between the years 1821 and 1842 the sum
of £80,000 was spent in the endeavor to
protect and improve the condition of the
natives. The Society for the protection of
Aborigines has also been fully engaged in
this work. Native schools were founded in
Adelaide and elsewhere, and liberally sup-
Elc;lrctfd. But now the Adelaide tribe is ex-
Inferior races must of course give way
and make room for those that are more
highly civilized; but it is sad to think how
much cruelty, vice, and wickedness is in-
volved in the process. When Mr, Lloyd first
landed in Geelong, in the year 1837, the
Barrabool tribe numbered nearly 300; and
fine looking fellows they, were. When he
went away in 1858, there were not many
left. Seeing so few natives abput he be-
gan to make Inquries about some of his
dark friends of early days, The reply he
received is so pathetic that we give as far
as possible the very words: “‘‘Aha, Mitter
Looyed! Ballyyang dead, Jaga-jaga dead,
Panigerong dead (and- many others they
named.) The stranger white man came in
his great swimming vessel, and landed with
his large animals and his little animals.
He came with his ‘boombooms’ (double-
barrelled guns) and his tents, and the great
white strangre took away the long-inherited.
hunting grounds of the poor Barrabool eool-
les and' their children.” Then, weeping
shaking their heads, and holding up their
hands in the bitterness of theip sorrow,
tpey' exclaimed: ‘‘Coolie, coolie!
%;tli;ge are 01];1‘ coolljies ;ow? Where are our

TS, mothers, brother ?

s s 8. sisters Dead,
In most places the blacks go about almost'
:mlsed xln %the”summwr season, even in Cen-
ra! and Southern Australia, where i-
mate is changeable. B e e
partakes more of the nature of ornament

coolie,

What little they wear'|

Fruﬁgrowers
~ In Session

Many Subjects of Interest Dis-
cussed at the Meeting
Last Week.

Cities Are to be Asked to'Make
Bid for the Summer
Show.

The annual meeting of the provincisl.
Fruit Growers’ Association took place at
New Westminster on the 22nd instant,
and was attended by the Deputy Min's-
ter of Agriculture and the Inspector of
Fruit Pests, from Victoria. Fn conse:
quence of the death of our beloved
Queen, the wish was generally expressed
that the meeting should be adjourned.
This was, however, found to be imprac-
ticable ewing to the presence of a num-
ber of members from the country dis-
tricts who had come specially to attend
the meeting.

"I_'he meetipg opened with Mr. Tom
Wilson, president, in the chair, and Mr.
Brandrith acted as secretary.
The anmual report was presented, and
after some necessary corrections were
made it was adopted; and tenders were
ordered to be asked for printing 1,500
copies.

A large number of important questions
were discussed, and the future policy of
the association outlined. The latter em-
braced the question of marketing' and
transportation; and a committee con-
sisting of Messrs. J. €. Metcalfe, Thos.
G. Earl and R. M. Palmer was appeint-
ed to carry out the policy of the associa-
tion, and $300 placed at the disposal of
the committee. Amongst the duties of
this committee will be the sending of an
experimental car of fruit to the North-
west; disseminating information as to
the state of the fruit market amongst
the growers of the provinece; and in-
struction' in the art of picking and pack-

Kirby, the freight agent of the Do-
minion ‘Express Co. at Vancouver, was
called upon to address the meeting. This
gentleman in a short address showed
that, whilst the Great Northern Express
Co. charged $4 per hundred from Coast
points in the neighboring states to points
in the Northwest, the Dominion Express
Co, charged. $2.40 from similar points in
British Columbia to Winnipeg. Mr.
Kirby also instanced a ease in which a
car of fruit sent by freight from Oregon
to Winnipeg, which took nine days to
reach its .destination, the charges
amounted to $2.55 per hundred; whereas,
*as he said before, his company were tak-
ing fruit in any quantity from British
Columbia points at $2.40. He had also
promised the transportation committee
appointed by the Central Farmers’ Insti-
tute various concessions, amongst others
a reduction of three and perhaps five
pounds em standard weights of fruit
crates. On the conelusion of his address
a hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr.
Kirby and the company he represented
for their desire to meet the fruit growers
in such a lberal spirit.

Regarding railway rates by the C. P.
R., a report was brought in to the effect
that the same committee had secured
from Mr. Peters, the freight agent, the
promise that a special agent would be
appointed whose duty it would be to visit
every point in the province, to ascertain
the wishes and grievances of the farmers
and to make a report, when it was as-
sured every grievance would be Te-
dressed.

The vexed question of fruit packages,
which has been discussed by various
meetings throughout the province * for
several years past, was taken up; and
after a long discussion, in which it was
shown that the same shaped apple-box
was not suitable for all parts of the
country, a resolution was adopted asking
the Dominion government to legalize a
box of the cubic eapacity of that recom-
mended by the board of horticulture, the
dimensions of that box being 10x11x20%%
inches, inside measurement; and a pear
box to measure inside 1814x1134x81%
inches.

The election of officers resulted as fol-
lows: President, Henry Kipp, Chilli-
wack; vice-president, Charles Nelson,
Vancouver; secretary, J. W. Brandrith,
New Westminster,

The next quarterly meeting it was de-
cided should be held in New Westmin-
ster, and the next annual meeting in Vie-
toria.

ing by an expert packer. An exhibition

The meeting: tlien adjourned sine die.
Amongst the otliers who attended the
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than clothing. But during the cold season
garments are nccessary. The chief article
of a man’s wardrobe is a girdle of plaited
orass or bast; sometimes the hair of an an-
imal may be used for this purpose, or even
the hair of another man, in which case it
is generally considered a charm. 'Women at
times wear an apron of emus’ feathers. A
man’s girdle serves to carry his digging
stick, his axe or his boomerang. Hats are
altogether dispensed with, but the head may
be decorated with teeth, fish-bones, feath-
ers, or the bushy tail of an animal, .Some
twist the hair'with string painted red, and
decorated with the feathers of an emu, a
cockatoo, or the tail of a dog. The younger
men are particularly fond of ornaments for
the neck, made of mother-of-pearl, teeth of
various kinds, crabs’ claws. bits of reed or
straw, but the old men despise such things.
In the south during the cold season men

and women cover themselves with the. skins
of kangaroos, wearing them like sacks.
They have no sense of shame; clothing and
modesty in their eyes are not connected.
T'kere is a story of a girl who was presented
by a lady with a petticoat. This she wore
and displayed with some pride to her own
people; they, however, only jeered at her
for wearing clothes like the white strangers
and the consequence was that in a few
dayvs the petticoat was laid aside and the
girl went about naked as before.

e it b Rl
AMERICAN SYMPATHY.

On Tuesday last, as soon as the death
of the Queen was announced, the legis-

pect to her memory.
vious to the announcement, Rev. I. N.
Smith, chaplain of the Senate, offered
the following prayer: .

“In the King’s courts we would tread
softly. Coming in the name of Thy Son,
our Saviour we would remember that
Thou are holy and knowest us altogeth-
er. Naked and open are all things to
Him with whom we have to do. Oh,
Thon, author of our life, teach us how
to live, so as to honor Thy name and be
a blessing to our neighbors.

“Our Father, in these hours while the
great and good Queen is passing through

would, with profoundest respect and in
common sympathy with the civilized
world, draw near the sable chamber of
death and mingle our tears with the na-
tions.

“We thank Thee for the great favor
Thou hast shown her in granting more

eventful reign of two-thirds of a cen-
tury, peerless in the annals of the world

tion and constant enlightenment of
power and domain. Beginning her reign
with tearful prayer she closes it with the
applause of the world, Bless Thou the
great nation and save it from the power
of evil counsel. And upon the Prince
whom the great responsibilities shall
come we invoke Thy benediction.
“Bless all the nations and cement them
more and more in loyal brotherhood. un-
til the true golden age shall come.”
Reyv. Mr. Smith is the father of Harl

for the ‘;vhltps hm‘rie take;‘n ;h%hees:a&fetg,?'
land and destroyed much .0 9
which the blacks chiefly lived. Civilization,!

“

alas! brought disease and vice in lts train.®

isking ever since those days: an%no wonder Smith, proprietor of the Factory shoe low. "

store of this city. He is now serving
his fourth term as chaplain of the Mou-
tana Senate,

lature of Montana adjourned out of res-:

In the Senate, pre- |

the valley and shadow of death, we :

than four score years of life, and such an |

for its conformity to the highest civilizar |

of fruit in the Northwest was discussed
and approved of, if the finances of the
association admit of it.

A resolution was passed endorsing the
resolution recently adopted by the On-
tario Fruit Growers’ Association, repre-
senting to the government that the time
has arrived for the appointment of a
transportation and railway commission,
whose duty it shall be to regulate all
matters in connection with freight and
passenger rates.

A resolution - was adopted similar to
that passed by the Central Farmers’ In-
stitute, expressing the conviction of the
association that agriculture or nature
studies should be included in the curri-
culum of the public schools. . On the
question of the inadvisability of in-
creasing the number of subjects in the
public school emrriculum being brought
up, the opinion was expressed that many
subjects of minor importance could with
advantage be eliminated, and the subject
recommended substituted.

A resolution ‘was passed to the effect
( that the providing of® competent fruit
judges at the autumn shows is a duty of
the association, and a committee was
! appointed to carry out the details. 'The
opinion was also expressed that the
shows should be held consecutively, in
order to allow judges the opportunity of
attending them seriatim.
i Regarding plum rot, now so prevalent
¢ in the Lower Fraser valley, it was point-
'ed out that the hoard of horticulture
i had taken the matter in hand and issued
i a bulletin descriptive of the disease and
ithe best known means of combating it;
| and, furthermore, the work laid eut by
! that body included practical instruction
| in those parts of the province which
were affected. The action'of the board

i was endorsed, and the establishment of |

| spraying stations recommended.

The question of a summer show was
| discussed, and on ft being represented
that it was the wish of the Vancouver
people that it should be made an annual
event in that city, it was shown that,
iinasmuch as the show held there last
| gtummer was a failure by reason of want
| of patronage, and that inasmuch as the
| association is a provineial one, sup-
| ported by a government appropr:iation,
the holding of an annual show in any
{ one place could not be entertained; and,
i furthermore, that it should not be held
in the sdme place two years consecu-
tively. The secretary was therefore in-
i structed to ascertain what inducements
' the municipal authorities at other points
| were willing to give, and to report at the
! quarterly meeting in April. = Amongst
| other arguments brought forward in
! favor of having the summer show at
different neints;, such as Kamloops, Na-
, naimo. Chilliwack, etc., it would have
the effect of increasine the membership
nf the association, which ‘is now very

The subject of ‘express rates .on

ent of the Pominion experimenta] farn{
Agassia, T. G. Barl of Lyttoln alxlnl'i
Thomas Cunningham, of Vancéuver,
members of the board of horticulture;
Tom Wilson, H. Kipp, E. Hutcherson
and others. :

Mr. And'erson reports quite a quantity
of snow still on the ground between Van-
couver and New Westminster,

S e RE T
NAVAL NEWS.

H. M. 8. Condor arrived at Monte-
video, according to the Naval and Mili-
tary Record, on January 4. An officer
of .tlge sloop-of-war bound to Esquimalt,
writing from Pernambuco to the Naval
and Military Record, under date of De-
cember 23, says: “ Pernambuco was
reached on the morning of December 14,
and we were taken inside the break-
water at once. Thé breakwater at Per-
nambuco is one of the best natural ones
in the world. It is composed of sand
stone, runs parallel to the tewn beach
for about a mile or more, and has been
caused apparently by the aetion of the
river, which has washed out loose mud’
and stones. The ships lie moored head
and stern within a stone’s throw of the
shore, and with a steady breeze from:
seaward on a ship’s beam, the tempena~
ture is kept within limits. We came in
for a good deal of rain, however, which
made it difficult to do many things thaty
were desired in a ship newly commis-
sioned. Pernambuco is well supplied
with tramways (mule traction), and
there is a railway through the town,
which makes it easy to get into the
suburbs. Owing to the warm season
having commenced, we had to foregn
cricket. We sail to-day for Montevideo,
where we are due on January 4.

Since leaving the Bay of Biscay we
have had fine weather and set sail most
of the time. Dwuring our stay at Las
Palmas we played our first cricket
match, which the ship won after a elose
game, though there was no high scering
on either side. Lieut. Wallace acted as
captain of the team.

“It may be worth' while to mention
that Las Palmas is not a“ good place to
have wine, etc.,, sent te, The ward-
room had their spirits, ete,, shipped
there to avoid English duties, but on
arrival at Las Palmas they had to be
landed first, and town dues (Fielato) and
sundry other charges were levied on
them. amounting in the aggregate to
one-eighth of the’ total walue of the
liquor, ete., so that the net result showed
very little saving.

“We sailed from Las Palmas on No-
vember 27, and after a smooth passage
arrived at St. Vincent on December 1.
Here we played our second cricket
matech, but we were unable tn pull this
off. successfully. For the ship, Chief
Stoker Wiles played very steadily, both
in batting and bowling. ~ From 8t. Vin-
cent to Pernambnco we experienced the

/ produce was then discussed, and Mr.
meeting ‘were T. A. Sharpe, superintend-

usual hot weather and not much wind,
though we passed from northeast trades

to certain destruction.

i S i,

to southeast without meeting any ap-
preciable doldrums. The ventilation of
the ship' is rather defective in places,
but admits: of imprevements, which will,
no doubt, be taken in kand later.’

H. M. Cruiser Leander, according to
the service paper, was paid off at Chat-
ham on January 15. She is to be re-
fitted at a cost of £20,000.

R AR
BOERS AND BRITAIN.

Count Sternberg Criticises Fighting in
South Afriea.

From London Times.

A recent number of the Berlin journal
the Nation, contains some interesting
extracts from a book just published by
Count Adalbert von Sternberg, describ-
ing his experiences on the Boer side dur-
ing the war. His appreciation of the
military capacity of the Boers and his
fair-minded allowances for the difficulty
of the task presented to the British
troops are strikingly shown in the fol-
lowing passage:

The Boers, considered from our Con-
tinental military standpoint, are bad sol-
diers, but out there in their own coun-
try they are simply splendid. Accustom-
ed to the climate, and with no wants,
the question of “supply” is for them an
easy one. Their shooting is excep-
tionally good, and they are constantly
in practice at judging distances in their
style of country. They know their land
and its secrets; and they know exactly
how to deal with al] surprises; they are
trained in peace in just those things,
which are here essential in war. More-
over, what has made the Boers great is
their fanaticism, which has organized
them and ereated some sort of discipline
though but a very imperfect one. The
most surprising thing was their “fire
discipline.”” The Boers would cooly. al-
low the enemy to advance to point-blank
range before opening fire, and then open
a well aimed musketry fire, while the
English volleys went whistling over
their heads. The press also does not
seem to have sufficiently appreciated the
fact that the Boers were mounted,
whilst the English were on foot, a mat-
ter of comsiderable importance in these
hot countries. Given the same or even
slightly superior forces, no Continental
army would have played its part bet-
ter than the English, and I even doubt
whether, in regard to practieal equip-
ment and technical smartness and effi-
ciency the Continent would have done
as well. The fact is the Boer is an en-
emy of quite exceptional a character,
such as never has been met before, or
is likely to be met again. Mounted
sharpshooters, armed with the very best
if weapons, acclimized, famatical, and
of weapons, acclimatized, fanatical, and
rible opponents, and ecannot be dealt
with off hand as if they were hordes of
savages. One must not forget that the
Boers have the keenest eyes imaginable
and that they understand better than
any one else how to get the fullest ad-
vantage of cover. All these are advan-
tages which go far towards compensat-
ing defective-leading and the weakening
of moral due to being always on’ tl}e
defensive. Furthermore the Boer artil-
lery possessed, if not many, at any rate
excellent guns of the, newest types—as
a matter of fact, much better than the
English ones—and they understood quite
well how to handle them: Even if the
leadership of the Boers left much to be
desired, each individual possessed such
inborn talent to select the right spot for
himself that this defect was not much
noticed in the defensive. In any case,
their generalship showld not be condemn-
ed em bloe; one ought to recognize that
in small detachments they manoeuvred
quite brilliantly. The Boers would have
had much greater swccesses if they had
not abandoned all idea of taking the
offénsive. They - could cnot .be brought
to that, for that theyrlacked- 2ourage,
and to that lack of courage *hey owe
their destruction.

‘The fact is,. the offensive is much more
difficult; it requires precise orders, a sin-
gle control, punctual co-operation, and
plenty besides. For all this the Boers
lack the internal erganization, the dis-
cipline, and, in the case of officers, the
traihing.. ;

The Boer is a man of ambushes and
strategems, like the Sioux Indian in old
‘days. The English, whoi in their :har-
acter and in their tactics only kunow the
word™ “straight,” continually fell vic-
tims to tlie Boers” cunning. Near overy
position: which the Boers occupied some:
device was prepared to draw the king-
lish:into- a trap., . 7 . The whole rosi-
tion at Magersfontein was prepared in
the- spibit of' stratagem, In those places
where an attack was most to be expect-
ed no earthworks were thrown up, so
that' nothing might hinder the advance
These strata-
gems increased thg difficulties of gaining
information. One 'read in the papers.
that the English scouting beggared de-
seription, and one promptly condemned
the worthlessness or their military ed-
ucation. These attacks on the English.
army I must, as an eye-witness, repu-
diate. The scouting patrols who were
sent out had to search many square
miles of barren land to find out about:
the ememy. But so vast an extent of
country eould not be reconneitred: by a:
few men; it needed whole regiments,
and even these would have had to stop
when they came to intrenched positions.
I believe no one has ever succeeded in
reconnoitering field fortifications. Now
the English have always in Natal, as-ab
Modder River, had to dea¥ with an en-.
emy already entrenched. When the
Boer did not show himself in the open:
he managed, with wonderful skill, to
elude the sight of the scouts. On Feb-
ruary 11, as I was marching along the
Riet river to Koffyfontein, I saw the
precautions the Boers teok to hide them-
selves from the observation of a patrol.
As the patrol came in sight a long way
off, all the Boers dismounted and hid
under the high banks of the Riet river.
The patrol came along in regulation or-
der with “point” amd “flankers,” and
went on about 2,000 metres beyond the
stream without seeing us. This patrel
of the Inniskilling .- Dragoons never re-
joined their maim body. . . Recon-
noitering is also rendered almost impos-
sible on account of the enormous extent
of the Boer pesitions, simee the open
plain affords mo cover to.scouts. The
reason of the PBoers always spreading
out so widely Iies in their habits. Herds
of oxen, sheep, and donkeys were taken
with them, which were driven along the
veldt, for that was the enly food afford-
ed them. The many herses also have to
be fed,"so that it is necessary to keep
open a large extent of grazing land. A
further difficulty in the way of recon-
noitering is the water supply. Suppose
a patrel is ‘oblige@ to avoid all farms.
Well, where can #t water? And in this
country horses must be watered at least
every two hours. Still more important
was the water supply for the main body
of the English army. An advance could
never be pushed further than the next
water sunply—i. e, from ' stream teo
stream. French's march from Graspan
to Kimberley lay aicross two rivers!-and
ret he finished up with the loss of mear-
1y all his horses, Just imagine the eon-
dition of the horses if one had attempted
to carry out such manoeuvres repeated-
1y. The faet is, the Sonth African cli-
mate demands a very careful husband-
ing of the horses’ strength and no fore

ing of the pace.

(‘Kloﬁdiﬁe’“s .
Cold’est Day

Thermometer Went Down to
- Nearly Seventy Below Ten
Days Ago.

Heavy Storms for a Time Stop~
ped  Trains Demoralizing
Business.

Steamer Tees returned from a stormy
trip to Skagway, Ketchikan and Skide-
gate yesterday morning, with only three
passengers, the smallest list she has yet
brought from the north. Travel felk
off completely as a result of the big
storms -encountered, with cold, piercing
winds, in the North. Skagway, when
the steamer left, was buried in smow-
drifts, and no train had come out over:
the, White Pass railway from White
Horse for twelve days, but reports

brought by steamers leaving later than
the Tees are to the effect that. the road
was re-opened soon after she sailed.

_During the cold spell the steamer Al
Ki was caught in a fieree wind while
attempting to cross Taku: Arm, and,
the steamer being m a dangerous posi-
tion, Capt. Lloyd sent six of his crew to
raise a sail. The wind was blowing a
gale, all the ropes were coated with ice,
and before the sail could be gotten up
the men were nearly frozen to death.
The steamer was finally compelled to
turn back to Juneau, where it was
found that two of the sailors would un-
doubtedly lose their hands, and they
were sent to the hospital,

The steamer City of Topeka is, it is
expected, en route down. The Tees
passed a tow twice after dark, which her
officers, took to be the disabled vessel,
although, as the darkness and thick mist
caused by the storm—a peculiarity of the
northern storms, which has been notice-
able more than ever this winter, thick
mists obscuring everything when a high
wind was raging—obscured the towing
vessel too much, there could be no cer-
tainty. The tow was passed once about
twenty milés south of Juneau, and again
about fifteen' miles north of Ketchikan.

Dawson and’ the Klondike—like the-
Lyr}n Cdnal district—has been experi-
encing a record-breaking celd spell. A
despatch from Dawson to the Skagway-
Daily Alaskan, under date of January
16, says: “To-day is the coldest record-
ed in the Klondike. It reached 68 be-
low zero by the government thermometer;
In January, 1896, Governor Ogilvie’s in-
strument 'registered ‘67.9 ‘below at Boun-
dary, mear Forty-Mile, But the report
from Forty-Mile to-day is that it is 78"
below at'that point;- so it is ten degrees:
colder to-day than them; The average
temperature for the last seven days has-
been 58 degrees below zero—the coldest-
snap in the history of’the country. A
dense fog hangs like a pall over the en--
tire country, and nearly all activity has:
suspendéd. Many men continue at hard"
work all day, but the great majority
have laid off. It is ten degrees warmer-
on the creeks than in Dawson.”

In consequence of the cold spell, the
Orpheum. and Standard theatres closed?
their doors and will not re-open until the-
weather grows warmer. .

Major Wood of the N. W. M. P. issued”
an ordér,ﬂand the police ‘are enforttl::;lgf_
it,- compelling everyone: to keep .. &
dogs off the public streéts during the ex~-"
treme-cold weathier. The order is made
to prevent farther trouble with mad’
dogs that have lbst their wits and®
amiability through exposure to the cold..

On the 18th, according to despatches,
the cold' wave was abating. A corres-.
pondent wiring on tie 18th says: “It'is-
now only 45 degrees below zero—a drop-
of 13 degrees since yesterday, and 23
since Wednesday. Attendance at sehool’
began. agaiie to-day, and people resumed
work.. During the last week two-thirds
of the inhhabitants ef the city have done °
nothing beyond' providing themselves:
with enough to eat. ~More than 200
children lave Been absent from.school:
for a full’ week.”

Travel: was practically suspended:
throughout the Yukon. The road-houses:
along-thie way were filled with mushers,
both in and outward bound, whe could’
not-travel in the extreme weatlter: The
Canadian Development Company. was.
the only concern operating horses -on the
trail; its stages leaving regularly.. The.
mail teams also were making geod time.. -

During the eold snap four houses on
Fourth avemme were completely de--
stroyed Dby fire, and. but little of the:
effects were saved. The buildings were-
small affairs, and the loss is net large.

A correspondent, wiring on~-January 17,.
says: ~“In the past 48 houns:-there have-
been a number of fire alarms, but im
nearly every case the flames were ex--
tinguished before much damage wass
done. The Daily News: office again 4
caught fire yesterday, and? considerable.
paper stock was destroyed by water.in
quenching the flames.” e

News of a big Dawsen lawsuit: is:
given in a despatch to the Skagway
News, under date of Janwary 19, which.
says: “ Satisfactory progress is being:
made in the big damage suit institnted
by I. G. Wilson against the Canadian
Development Compazy -for $32,080 dam-
ages for the failure. to properly delivem
a Iarge quantity of freight shipped dur-
ing the summer of 1899. Yesterday &
jury was secured with difficulty, and the-
case is now ready for the evidemce. The-
trial promises to Be the hardest: fought
Tegal battle in the history of the Yukon.
On either side o' the case there.is a ver- .
itable army: of legal = talena watching
every move of the other a;do.. e o

The motion #or a new trial in the ease.
of James Slorall; coavicted of the mupder-
of James Mitoliell, was demied on Janu-
ary 18. TUnless the Minister of Justice
shall interfere; Slerah will be hanged on
March 2. Although neitker Slorah nor
his attornex has as yet given uj it is-
generally Believed that mediatien will
not be effeeted. :

Albert, Sfeber fell inte a shaft on Do-
minion egeek on Janwary 17, snd was
severely injured. Ide is in the hospital
at Dawson, and is westing as easily as
could Pe expected.

The Skagway News correspondent
wires: from Dawson on January 183
“ Last night the regular round-up of 3
gamblers of this eity took place,
every one in camp was walked up to the
captain’s office and separated from the
amount usually adjudged as the proper
Meense for corducting that class of busi~
ness in the Yukon.”

Despatches of January 18 say: At
last B, H. Clear’s automobiles, which
have been piled up at Hell Gate, where
the Eldorado struck last fall, have ar-
vived at Dawson. They will be placed
on the road between Dawson and Grand
Torks at once. Manager E. H. Clear
has every confidence in the outcome of
his experiment, which is said to
backed by John D. Rockefeller and ther
Standard Oil people.”

' The Tees sailed north Saturday night




