
25, 1921—8

New Light on Trafalgar,
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time to buy Rubbers is when you don’t need them—and then they will be ready when you do need them, 

We stock the very best of Rubbers in all wanted styles for Men, Women and Children.

tone, in looking over neglected fam­
ily papers. Although considerably 
more than one hundred years have 
passed since Trafalgar, Nelson’s plan 
of battle is still a subject of discus­
sion in naval circles. In 1912 an Ad­
miral committee, with Admiral Sir 
Cyprian Bridge as Chairman, made 
an inquiry into the handling of Brit­
ish ships , in the engagement Exist­
ing models and diagrams seemed to 
indicate, in the opinion of some crit­
ics, that Nelson’s Captains did not al­
ways understand the positions assign­
ed to them. The committee, after a 
full inquiry, concluded, on all the , 
evidence available, that the diagrams ! 
were faulty in not showing the real | 
places of ships in the attacking fleet; 
also that its divisions were formed in 
two lines ahead, which had been 
questioned. Collingwood, it is said, 
would have preferred "a line of bear­
ing rather than a line ahead,” but 
Nelson’s tactics were strategically 
sounder, as the event proved. In a 
note to Southley’s “Life of Nelson” it 
is said that when the flags began to 
go up or the Admiral’s signal. “Eng­
land expects that every man will do 
his duty," Collingwood, not knowing 
what the message to the fleet was go­
ing to be, exclaimed impatiently, “I 
wish Nelson would make no more 
signals; we all know what we have 
to do.” When the signal was trans­
lated. Collingwood was delighted with 
his old friqnd’s appeal; but the story 
indicates that a good many signals 
had been flown. It may have bèen the 
case that some captains became a bit 
confused as the curtain went up on 
the most dramatic of sea fights. ' |.

Lieut. Green’s story of Trafalgar is 
in the form of notes taken every ten 
or fifteen minutes during the engage- j 
ment. It seems to corroborate the j 
judgment of the Admiralty Committee j 
that the British captains knew what j 
they were about when going into ac- j 
tion, and that the formation signalled 
by Nelson was in two lines ahead and j 
directed against the far-flung line of | 
battle of the French and Spaniards j 
to cut it in two. But there is nothing j 
in Lieut Green’s version to show how | 
gallantly, in individual cases how 
heroically, the enemy fought the for- , 
loraest of hopes against the superla- j 
live skill of Nelson and the efficiency 
vf his carefully trained crews. South­
ey, In his classic short study of Nel­
son’s career, does not recognize the ; 
valor of the foe, although his book i 
was published eight years after Tra- i 
falgar. j,
• The anniversary interest in Eng­
land quickened by the discovery of 
Lieut. Green’s notes recalls the cen­
tenary celebration in England in 1905, 
when French naval officers came to 
London as guests of the nation. 
French and Spanish colors were 
shown in every town in the British 
Isles, and the silent toas_t drunk at 
the banquet on the Victory at Ports­
mouth was: “To the memory of 
those who - fought and fell, whether 
friend or foe, in the glorious battle of 
a hundred years ago.” It is true that 
the ill-starred allies were glorious 
in defeat The story is handsomely ! 
told in "The Enemy at Trafalgar," by j 
Edward Fraser, which was published I 
the year after the celebration. The 
author had access to the French and 
Spanish archives, and made liberal 
use of them. He points out that 
jealousy and friction sapped the 
strength of the Franco-Spanish alli­
ance. “The enemy,'’ he says, “were 
in no condition to give battle, as they 
themselves well knew and said before 
they put to sea.” Press gangs had 
filled the depleted complement of the 
Spaniards’ fleet with raw and reluc­
tant levies. Brave and able as was 
the French Admiral Villeneuve, who 
commanded the allies, he put to sea 
unready, to escape being superseded 
by Admiral Rosily, supposed to be 
coming post haste from Paris and the 
choice of Napoleon. Moreover, Vil­
leneuve, vacillating and nervous, did 
not have the confidence of his offi­
cers. Yet this allied fleet, doomed to 
disaster in advance, battled with tre- ' 
inendons energy, courage and fortl- ! 
tude.
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St. Catherine the MartyrAdmiral Villeneuve fought until, as 
one of his'offieers wrote, the flagship 
Bucentaur, heaped with dead .and the 
wreckage from overhead, presented 
an appalling spctacle. It had become 
Impossible to navigate the ship. Cap- 

Yàln Lucas of the Redoubtable lost 
three-quarters of his crew in killed 
and wounded, almost put the Victory 
a bigger ship out of action, and yield­
ed only after standing off the Temer- 
alre as well as the Victory for hours. 
Captain Lucas’ sword was returned 
to him. Admiral Magon of the Al- 
geciras, trying to board the Tonnant, 
was wounded by three bullets .stayed 
in the fight, and was cut in two by a 
cannon ball. Captain Internet of the 
intrepid fought his ship to the last 
gasp, like a man who bore a charm­
ed life. Spanish commanders also 
covered themselves with glory; Com­
modore Galiano, who nailed his flag 
on the Bahama to the mast—he was 
killed; “El gran Churruca,” who died 
like "El Cid!” Rear Admiral Cisner­
os. whose deck on the lofty Santis- 
sima Trinidad was a shambles; Ad­
miral Gravlna, who was terribly 
wounded and yielded only after the 
Principe de Asturias was dismantled 
by the British fire.—New York Times.
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November 25 is the festival of Saint 

Catherine, a native of Alexandria, in 
Egypt, who was said to have appealed 
to and been brought before Maximus, 
a Spaniard who had become general of 
the Roman army in Britain. He pro­
claimed himself Emperor, of Rome in 
A.D. 382, and ruling over England and 
Spain, afterwards conquered Gaul 
(now France) and then marched into 
Italy, where his army committed,moist 
dreadful crimes. Amongst the Chris­
tians who were persecuted was Saint 
Catherine, a name that she well de­
served, for it^ is one of Greek origin, 
signifying “pure,” as the word is 
translated in various passages of the 
English New Testament (Acts xx, 21;
Rom. xiv. 21; I, Timothy iii., 9; Titus 
v, 15; Hebrews,-!. 23; James i, 27).
She is said to have victoriously re­
futed the heathen sages of Alexandria, 
and that knowing the character of this lera. Robust cattle living 
Roman emperor before whom she was most of the time are strong! 
brought, she refused to encourage his to tuberculosis, which is a 
lust; he therefore had her stretched ease. In like manner the foal 
upon a spoked wheel, and tortured to muscular, working sires an 
death. Such has therefore since been not commonly contract nave 
called amongst fireworks, a Catherine disease (pyemic arthritis), 
wheel. all other grem-caused disc
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the money to buy it with. Suppose he 
had found that the pearl was only an !
Imitation (I wonder if they had those ; 
things in those days) what a desola­
tion of spirit he would have felt!

Pity the Reform Candidate.
Whenever I read of some reform 

candidate for political office, who un­
questionably means to do right, I feel 
mixed with my admiration, a gçeat 
Pity for him. I suppose it is " inevit-j 
able that he will be placed in posi­
tions where in trying to do right in you determine to go on trying the 
one direction he will inevitably do best you know how and to study ev- 
wrong in another. - , ery way to do better, and if you re-

And in this past war when people fuee to let t&ê Past Poison you, it is 
were bitterly blaming this and that 'very far from a tragedy.
high official, even when I had joined j ----------------- :----------
in the blame I would have a second Halifax, N.S.
thought of pity from the realization Mlnard’s Liniment Co., Ltd. 
that he might be trying his hardest Gentleden-I have used Mlnard’s 
. j ■ V. . ... /, . , Liniment and have found it a goodto do right, and that in doing wrong remedy. After the explosion I was 
he may have inflicted the most in- pretty well shaken up having quite a 
tense suffering on himself. lumber of bruises and cuts, but thanks

to Mlnard’s Liniment I am my old self 
' Not a Tragedy at AIL again. It healed the sores and bruises

______ ____ „ and gave me much relief. It is trueAnd yet perhaps there were some to lt8 nam-e aB the King of Paln for
men bigger than that, men big enough it stopped the pain almost at once,
to see that which is the ray of light I first noticed the ad. in the Montreal 
that shines through the cypress trees Standard and decided to invest in a
« S-*»- -STL,’0;,
namely that , if you do try with all ful for it having done all it claimed 
your heart and aoul to do what is to do, and in r y case much more, and
right that is afl you can do, and that a satisfied customer is the best ad.
whatever the outcome you have a tFVJïlfi* 1 71111 *s my. r, . view of it and I think you will agreeright to peace. - with me toe?.

I have called it a tragedy. I should Yours very truly,
not have done so. .To do wrong in (Signed) ALFRED BLAIN,
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and without answers. 
Outlines of English Gram­

mar by Nesfield.
Hall and Stevens’ Geometry
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I make a Specialty of Engrav­
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to enhance the beauty of her 
gift, have her initials engraved 
and beautifully finished in any 
colour desired, by KARL S. 
TRAPNELL, 307 Water Street. 
—novl4,eod,tf

How Animals
Resist Disease.

Not all persons or animals are equal­
ly suspectible to disease. Some are 
strongly resistant, others readily con­
tract the ailment and are slow In re­
covering, or quickly succumb. Every 
particular In the housing, environment, 
feeding and management of farm ani­
mals should in the maximum degree 
foster and augment natural resistance, 
and when infectious (germ-caused)

A Hindoo Parable, GARRETT BYRNE
Four blind men went to see an 

elephant One touched the leg of the 
elephant and said, "The elephant is 
like a pillar." The second touched the 
trunk and said, “The elephant is like 
a thick club." The third touched the 
belley and said, “The elephant Is like 
a big jar.” The fourth touched the 
ears and said, ‘The elephant Is like 
a big winnowing basket" i Thus they 
began to dispute among themselves as 
to the figure of the elephant A pas­
ser-by seeing them thus quarrelling 
said, “What is it that you Me dis­
puting about?" They told him every-} 
thing and asked him to arbitrate. The 
man said, "None of you has seen the 
elephant The elephant Is not like a 
pillar; Its legs are like pillars. It lp 
not like a big water-vessel ; its belly 
Is like a big water-vessel. It Is not 
like a winnowing basket; Its ears are 
like winnowing baskets. It is not like 
a stout club; but its proboscis is like 
that. The elephant is the combina­
tion of all these.” In the same manner 
those quarrel who have seen only one 
aspect of the Deity.—From the "Hin­
doo Message.”
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