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cesler) in-thc chair. The mover ex­
plained that nuder the present law a 
railway company coaid put on a jury 
and when they assv—ed damages tlte 
company coaUl enter tipon the land. 
If land damages were not paid on 
roads aided by Government they 
coaid not be recovered, the Govern­
ment having a first lien on the pro­
perty of the company. The bill pro­
vided for settlement' within a certain 
time and made other provisions neces­
sary to the protection o’, the interests 
involved.

The Secretary moved the House in­
to Committee ot Supply.

Covert claimed that as there were 
three investigating committees at 
work, which had not yet reported, the 
Government ought to have more 
modesty than to ask the House to give 
them tliis last evidence ol confidence 
while grave charges were hanging 
over their heads. He said the Com­
mittees had endeavored to carry their 
investigations to a conclusion 
rapidly and thoroughly as possible, 
but had been hampered and circum­
scribed by the way in which the Gov­
ernment had met their requests for 
necessary power to obtain information 
so much so as really to prevent investi­
gation.

The motion was carried by assent 
atid the House went into Committee 
of supply, Dr. Dqw in the chair.

Before the first item was put from 
the chair, Covert claimed that the 
Secretary should make a supplemen­
tary budget speech in explanation of 
the items.

way
______ further that your committee submit
The Secretary thought very extend«J*hat the charges made against the

ed remarks were not necessary, but 
said the first two items, $224 and 
$247, were for payments to Hon. John 
Glasier and Hon. Bcnj. Beveridge, 
respectively, in full for all claims for 
interest in respect1 of the amount 
awarded them by Messrs Dawson and 
Harding, the Disputed Territory 
Arbitrators. The circumstances un­
der which the claims arose were the 
same as those in the Tibbets claim of 
last year. The third item was one of 
$1,000 for the preparation of an Index 
to all the laws ot the Province, includ­
ing local and private acts but not in­
cluding the Consolidated Statutes 
and the printing of the Index. -It 
would be a serious matter to reprint 
all tbe-e Acts, but as they are used 
more or less there should be an Index 
to them. The fourth item $800, was 
to assist in the republication of Han- 
nay’s Law reports, destroyed by the 
St. John fire. These reports were 
stored in three different places tu St. 
John to escape the contingency of all 
beiug destroyed should a fire take 
plice, but the great fire burnt the 
whole of them and this item was to 
assist in their repnblieatioii.-JJhe 
fifth item $4,000, was to assist In me 
repair of Kodneÿ St., Carletou, qt. 
John. The street referred to was a 
great highway leading from St. Johu 
Ferry out to the great roads to St. 
Andrews, Fredericton, etc. ; it was 
built over flats on which all that part 
oftCarleton was built, endowing to 
heavy traffic since the great fire it was 
of even greater public importance 
than before. The intended repairs 
would cost $9,000 to 10,000, and the 
grant was to go towards the work. 
The sixth item, $1,000, waste procure 
plans aud specifications for new Legis­
lative buildings in Fredericton, to­
gether with estimates of the cost of 
erecting the same, to be laid before 
the Legislature at next Session. He 
believed all the members agreed that 
some move should be made in this 
direction, as the present buildings 
were so dilapidated as to render it 
necessary that they should be replaced 
by better ones. The seventh item 
$1,500, was an additional sum to aid 
the erection of School houses in thinly 
settled School Districts in the Pro­
vince. A few exceptional cases had 
come to the noticq ofthe Government, 
in which some aid was needed, and 
the sum named would doubtless be 
readily voted. $500 (the eighth item) 
was to enable the Princess Alexandra 
Mining Co. to further prosecute their 
operations. These operations had 
been carried on under Mr. Blight, the 
Company owning a diamond borer 
aud having spent a very large amount 
of money in boring, and having excel­

lent prospects of success on an ex­
hausted capital. The Mining Com­
mittee had made particular reference 
to this Company hi its report, and he 
believed it would be in the interests 
of the Province to enable Mi. Blight 
to further prosecute his borings when 
the chances ot success were so great 
and promising additional royalty from 
Albert County, which now contribut­
ed well to the revenue ot the Province. 
The ninth item was an additional 
amount to meet the expenses of the 
present session of the Legislature, 
which had been prolonged by the Com- 
miitees' work not* going on

A long discussion ensued, ending at 
half-past eight Without usual recess 
for tea, all the items beiug voted with­
out a division.

Burns claimed that his reflections 
upon the character of balances stated 
bv the Secretary since 1874, were borne 
out by the statements laid on the table 
at his" request, and the Secretary argu­
ed that Burns was entirely in error.

Me.«srs. Tweedie, Covert, Smith, 
Davidson, Humphrey, Pickard, Ryan, 
(Gloucester) Johnson and others 
criticised the item*, aud the Attorney- 
General, Elder, Ryan, (Albert), 
Rogers, Marshall and others defended 
or explained thcip.

Marshall claimed the laws should be 
reprinted or that the Index ooghtooly 
to be received as an interim provision. 
A bill from the Legislative Council, 
relating to the Parish Court at New­
castle, Northumberland, was intro­
duced and read a first time.

Adjourned at lialf-past eight.
Fredericton, April 12.

Davidson, from >he law bills com­
mittee, reported favorably on the bill 
relating to parish courts, Newcastle.

The Secretary submitted supple­
mentary papers relating to the Chat­
ham Branch Railway.

Cottrell asked if a minority of the 
Kelly-Young investigation Committee 
could submit a report.

Mr. Speaker said such a report could 
■be submitted immediately after the 

Committee reported.
Davidsou committed the Newcastle 

Parish courts bill, Rogers in the chair. 
It gives during his continuance in 
office concurrent jurisdiction toParish 
Courts Comimssioner Masson, with 
the Police Magistrate of Newcastle. 
Agreed to.

Marshall submitted the following, 
which was read from the Clerk’s table:

of this province to procure for the said 
John C. Brown and certain other 
railway contractors, a contract for the 
building of the Kent Northern Itailw’y 
the consideration beiug that the said 
John C. Brdwn and others should 
relinquish certain claims which he or 
they had against the said Hon. William 
M. Kelly and Hon. Robert Yfoungor 
against the Chatham Branch Railway 
Company, of which they were stock­
holders, and that such claim or claims 
were surrendered for such considera­
tions; therefore

Resolved, That a committee of five 
members be appointed to énquire into 
all the circumstances connected with 
the matters in question, with power 
to send for persons, papers and records, 
and to examine witnesses under oath, 
and with instructions to report in full 
the evidence taken before and all pro 
ceedings of such committees.

Beg to report :—That they have care- 
fully and exhaustively enquired into 
the subject matter of the said resolu­
tions, aud submit herewith a full and 
complete copy ot the evidence taken 
before, together with the proceedings 
of, the said committee. That your 
committee would respectfully submit 
the follpwiug resolutions:—That hav­
ing carefully examined such evidence 
and proceedings they find the charges 
contained in such resolutions entirely 
groundless aud without foundation in 
tact, aud that the conduct of the said 
Honorable William Kelly and Honor­
able Robert Young was uot in any 

liable to be impugned; and

Committee Rooms, f
House of\Aieembly, April 12, 1878. \

The Committee appointed on the 
27th dav of March, to whom was re­
ferred the following enquiry, viz:—
$ Resolved, That Mr. O’Leary, a mem­
ber of this House, having stated in 
his place that be is credibly informed

Honorable the President ot the Execu 
tive Council are not only entirely 
groundless and without foundation in 
tact, but were vexatious and unjustifi­
able.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed.)

Robert Marshall, Chairman,
Robert Robinson,
W. B. Beveridge,

MINORITY REPORT.
Committee Room, (

House op Assembly. (
We, the undersigned, a minority of 

ihe committee to whom was referred 
the resolution of the House preferring 
certain charges against the Hon. Wm. 
Kelly and the Hon. Robt. Young, beg 
to dissent from the foregoing report 
of the commise on the grounds and 
for the reasons hereinafter set forth. 
The resolution referred to the com­
mittee was as follows:

[Here follows Mr. O’Leary’s resolu­
tion, as given in the majority report.]

It appears from testimony that a 
contract in writing, dated November, 
1873, was entered into by Mr. J. C. 
Brown with the Chatham Branch 
Railway Company, for the construc­
tion of that road for the sum of $65,- 
727 ; that in the fall of 1876,.the work 
was taken oft Mr. Brown’s bauds, 
practically completed, as he states, 
aud up to that time, as appeared by 
his books, he had received from the 
Hon. W. M. Kelly, who was one of 
the managing directors of the Com­
pany, the sum ot $36,517.62. Mr. 
Kelly by private undertaking with 
Brown was to receive, as he stales, 
the sum of $13,000 for his own indi­
vidual benefitoutol the contract price. 
Shortly after the completion of the 
Chatham Branch Road the Kent Rail­
way Company was organized, and 
Brown who was highly recommended 
by Mr. Kelly to some ot the latter 
Company entered into a contract with 
them for the construction of the Kent 
Railway conditional upon the Govern­
ment approving the contract, and 
giving the 5,000 per mile subsidy. It 
appears that Mr. Brown pressed Mr. 
Kelly for the payment of the balance 
due iiim on the Chatham Branch con­
tract, which after deducting payment 
received and the $13,000 personal al­
lowance to Mr. Kelly, amounted to 
$16,209.38, but no payment was made 
on account of this down to the 13th 
June, 1876. Relying npoii the assur­
ances from time to time received, that 
the Government would approve of the 
tvent Northern contract, Mr. Brown 
had located the line for the Company 
aud was eugaged in the actual con­
struction of the Keut road when he 
received a telegram from Mr. Kelly, 
who was then in Fredericton, urgent­
ly requesting him to meet him (Mr. 
K.) at St. John on the following day, 
May 50, 187£. Mr. Kelly left Fred­
ericton on the eve of the assembling 
ot the Executive Council and proceed­
ed to St. John to meet Mr. Brown. 
At this time certain delegates from 
the Kent Northern Company had 
come to Fredericton to meet the Gov­
ernment, for the purpose of having 
the contract fully signed. It appears 
that Mr. Crawford saw Mr. Brown on 
the train qoming to St. John before 
Mr. Browu had seen Mr. Kelly, and 
gave him to understand that Mr. Kelly 
wanted Mr. Brown’s claim against the 
Chatham Railway settled before the 
Kent Northern contract would be 
signed by tbq Government. Mr. 
Crawford dees not dispute this. It 
then appears the parties met on the 
evening of the 30th May, at the Royal 
Hotel in St. John, and there were pre­
sent Messrs. Kelly, A. E. Killam, A. 
D. Shirreff. Crawford and William 
Gillespie. Mr. Brown and Mr. Gilles­
pie state that Mr. Kelly insisted that 
Mr. Brown’s claim against the Chat­
ham Branch Railway Company must 
be settled before the Kent Railway 
contract would be signed, aud that it 
was the wish of Messrs. Fraser and 
King that this matter should be settled 
and that Mr. Kelly offered Mr. Brown 
$3,000 cash arid $4,000 in the Chatham 
Railway Company’s bonds, and pro­
mised him if, he would agree to take 
this amount in full ol his claim that 
Mr. Kelly would give him a written 
guarantee that the Kent Northern con­
tract would be signed; that on con­
sideration of assurance thus giveu by 
Mr. Kelly that he would get the con­
tract and fearing that he would lose 
what be had already expended, Mr. 
Brown agreed to sign, and did sign, 
an agreement to take the amount of­
fered by Mr Kelly in full satisfaction 
of his claim against the Chatham 
Branch Railway Company; that after 
signing the agreement Mr. Kelly stat­
ed that it would not be prudeut to 
give tt;e written guarantee offered, but 
he strongly assured him the contract 
would be signed.

The next day Messrs. Kelly, Crawford 
and Brown proceeded to Fredericton. It 
also appears that Mr. Kelly introduced Wm. 
Gillesp’c, who was Mr. Brown's partner, to 
merchants in St. John recommenuing them 
for credit and stating that they were going 
to get the Richibucto Railway contract.— 
After the return of the parties to Frederic­
ton. Mr. Brown was informed that the 
Government had decided not to approve of 
the Kent Railway contract, and Mr. Kelly 
requested Mr. Brown to telegraph to St. 
John to William Gillespie not to bay any 
more goods, whereupon Mr. Brown did 
telegraph as requested. Mr. Kelly then 
paid the $3,000 to Mr. Brown, making the

Brown and Mr. Gillespie, and said that he 
considered Mr. Brown was getting well 
enough paid by the terms he offered, as he 
(Brown) had a large price and had not fully 
performed his contract. He also submitted 
a statement showing that he had paid Mr. 
Brown $44,710.34, adding that he had re­
ceipts therefor, but did not produce the 
same. Mr. Kelly also denied that he was to 
receive $13,000 from Mr. Brown for him­
self out of the contract price, but said Mr. 
Brown offered him ten per cent, if he would 
make advances as he would require them. 
He says he told Mr. Brown the following 
morning that he would try and advance the 
amountsYe required. Mr. Crawford stated 
that he could not say what took place at 
the Royal Hotel, as he was only present a 
part of the time, but the Kent Northern 
Railway was prominently talked of in all 
negotiations. Mr. Shirreff, in his evidence, 
says that he did not hear the bargain made 
as stated by Mr. Brown, but he did hear 
Mr. Kelly say that he would do what he 
could, and would use his influence in his 
favor to get the Kent Northern Railway 
contract for him (Mr. Brown.) It was 
stated by Mr. Kelly that Mr. Brown agreed 
to take $10,000 stock in the Chatham Rail­
way Company in part payment of the bal­
ance due him. This Mr. Brown denies, but 
he admits that at the time of, or after the 
bargain was made and he had signed the 
agreement to take the $3,000 cash and $4,- 
000 bonds he was asked by Mr. Kelly to 
sign the stock book, which he did to the 
amount of $10,000. Mr. Brown says that 
he did not consider the stock of any value, 
inasmuch as he would be liable for the calls, 
and it was no part of the contract with the 
Chatham Railway Company, as he merely 
took the stock at Mr. Kelly’s request. A 
good deal of evidence was admitted by the 
committee, tending to show that Mr. Brown 
did not fully complete his contract on the 
Chatham Branch road and that the contract 
price was largely in excess of the actual 
value of the work. As against this evi­
dence there was the testimony of Mr. 
Brown and others, and the certificate of 
Mr. C. J. Brydges and Engineers Lynd and 
Perley as to the superior character of the 
work, but this evidence has not been con­
sidered by the undersigned, inasmuch as it 
docs not occur to them that it is at all re­
levant to the enquiry. The undersigned do 
not express any opinion as to whether the 
version of the settlement at the Royal Hotel 
given by Mr. Kelly, or that given by 
Messrs. Brown and Gillespie, is the correct 
one. They deem it to be theirduty to leave 
that question to the determination of the 
House, but it is worthy of remark that Mr. 
Kelly is not stated to have mentioned to 
Mr. Brown either the large amount of his 
contract price or the incompleteness of the 
work to be done under his contract as a 
reason why he should take the sum. He 
finally agreed to take and abated the bal­
ance of his claim. It is also further to be 
observed that assuming Mr. Kelly to have 
paid Mr. Brown the sum of $14,710.49 as 
stated by him (Mr. Kelly) there remained 
the sum of $21,076.60 unpaid by Mr. 
Brown as his contract price, and it will be 
for the House to consider whether any suffi­
cient reason other than that stated has been 
assigned to account for the abatement made 
in his claim in the settlement by Mr. Brown 
at the Royal Hotel. The undersigned 
would also call particular attention to the 
evidence of Mr. J. C. Brown, in which, he 
states that he gave Mr. Kelly receipts for 
a very much larger sum than was pa’d and 
that the difference between the actual cash 
paid and the amount of the receipts given 
was on account of the allowance he was to 
make Mr. Kelly personally according to 
their private arrangement. To those state­
ments, Mr. Kelly’s attention was distinctly 
called, but he has not either contradicted 
the same or furnished the committee with 
any explanation respecting them. Before 
drawing their report to a close, the under­
signed feel constrained to say that they can­
not regard the enquiry as being an exhaus­
tive one. They thought it their duty to 
endeavor to elicit all information from the 
witnesses which would throw light upon 
the transactions into which the committee 
were directed by the House to enquire, and- 
in their opinion it is not only unprecedent­
ed, but also subversive of the 'utility of 
Parliamentary enquiry, if a bare majority 
may arbitrarily disallow questions which 
their colleagues on the committee consid­
ered their duty to put to witnesses on the 
stand and conduct their enquiry in accor­
dance with narrow technical rules which it 
may serve their purpose to adopt for the 
occasion. An examination of the minutes 
of the committee will suggest to some ex­
tent matters into which the undersigned 
were debarred from entering, and will at 
the same time declare the unlitnited range 
which the members of the Government were 
allowed to take in their defence. The un­
dersigned need hardly say they had no 
desire other than to lay bare the facts to 
the House and country, and upon reference 
to the minutes of the Committee ahead y 
alluded to it will appear how far this en­
deavor has been seconded by their col­
leagues. It is with painful regret the un­
dersigned also feel compelled to remark 
upon the want of courtesy and respect 
shown both their wishes and feelings by 
the majority of their colleagues upon the 
Committee. The undersigned will in con­
clusion state that in their «pinion no evi­
dence has been elicited to implicate the 
Hon. Robert Young in the transactions, 
with respect to which the charge against 
him was made. All of which is respect­
fully submitted.

[Signed.] Thomas Cottrkll,
- Henby O’Lrahy.

Covert, from the Committee appointed to 
investigate aU matters connected with the 
Crown Lands Office, reported that every­
thing in reference to which the Committee 
had enquired and which had appeared ir­
regular, was satisfactorily explained, but 
there was one item of one thousand dollars, 
which was paid to the Rivere du Loup 
Railway Company in ’72, which didn’t ap­
pear in the public accounts until ’77, and 
was to that extent irregular.

Ryan (Albert) explained that the pay­
ment of the money was all right.

The Attorney General introduced a bill 
relating to the constitution of Board of 
School Trustees in cities and towns.

court in Newcastle, Northumberland 
County, was agreed to.

April 13.
Y'oung committed a Bill entitled

The Dominion and Local Electionsaic.lbe4*peccli, closing at 9 o’clock. Mr. Jette re- 
1 ordinary topics ul conversation nfter the plied, and Mr. Palmer got the floor about 
| ’’ Weather” ha» been exhausted. A rumor midnight and made an able argument. At 
caught “on the fly" has it, that our absent three Mr. M'Dougall (Three Rivers) wanted 
M. P. proposes to put in an appearance with the debate adjourned, as lie was unwell and 

“ An Act in addition to'chaptcr 105 of his first vessel, and to do what lie can in a wanted to speak, but the Ministers, cQefi-

Itiver, Rev. John Robertson arid Mr, 
M’Kay from Black River, Rev. 
Messrs. Wilson aud M’Buin, Messrs. 
W. S. Loggie and Rae and Miss Firth

Consolidated Statutes of Licenses for 'inlet way to encourage O’Leary, Cutler, dentin their majority, refused to allow an tram Chatham, Mr. James Henderson
the Sale of Spirituous Liquors ” lie 
explained ihe provisions of the Bill, 
which applies t,» all the municipalities 
throughout the province the provisions 
of the law now in force in St. John 
prohibiting the sale of spirituous 
liquors in stores and premises where 
groceries or provisions are for sale.

Tlte Bill was agreed to.
April 13.

The bill for the better prevention of 
conflagrations in St.John was further 
amended, and stint to the Assembly 
for concurrence iti the amendment.

A message was received from the 
Assembly informing their Honors 
tlnit the House had ad ipted an address 
to His Excellency the Governor Gen­
eral, praying that His Excellency will 
be pleased to take into consideration 
certain proposed changes in the law 
.of evidence in criminal cases, where­
by persons charged with crime may 
he competent witnesses in their own 
behalf.

The Council agreed to join in the 
address.

and Johnson to run. Having thus split the adjournment. Then the Opposition got their 
one side of the house, his purpose will be to hacks up, so to speak, and determined to sit 
step in and gobble up the protestant vote, it out. Gentlemen who wanted to speak on 
Which in Unit case might elect him. His I the question did so, and others talked non-

Napan, 12th April, 1878.
Messrs. Editors:

Sirs.—The Gov’t•• Echo” announces my 
three neighbors are to have that damaging 
privilege, seining for Bass this spring.— 
Now it the Gov’t are in earnest in purchas­
ing votes indirectly for the next campaign 
why did they not grant the privilege of tak­
ing bass with stake nets also, to the fisher­
men from Middle Island down to the mouth 
of our harbour, from open water to 25th May, 
and when they were tinkering they might as 
well have included from 1st September to 
15th October—these last privileges in bass 
water only. This, Messrs. Editors, would 
have been a judicious move, and one that 
would have satisfied every honest fisherman. 
What will be the result of the present order? 
Only, three,seines to be allowed to kill bass, 
while two hundred fishermen are quietly to 
stand by, and dare not put a bass net in the 
water. Can we fishermen stand such parti- 
zan regulations? We cannot, and won’t! 
Kise, brother fishermen, rise! and defend 
your rights. This order is just a specimen 
of all the orders ^hat have heretofore eman­
ated from the same source. Remember the 
Gaspercaux Order of last spring sprung on 
the fishermen when they were all prepared 
with material for work. Is this the way to 
make laws? 1 think not. All new fishery 
orders ought to be at least twelve months be­
fore the fishermen bêfore coming into opera­
tion. If seining at Napan were contemplated 
why not notify the fishermen sooner. It is 
now too late tor me to procure my seine*. I 
will be forced to hire one, or go partner with 
some Good fellow, that will Show Napan peo- 
)le a wrinkle. We will then see how many 
>ass will be fished for local use only. Would 
it not be a wise move on the part of the 
Gov’t to pay the owners of those three seines, 
say $1000 each; they are not wonh any 
more. I know myself they have earned and 
destroyed a thousand times their value. It 
would be better for our fisheries and all con­
cerned to make this purchase, and save the de­
struction about tp be committed. There was 
no necessity for allowing seines at all. We 
had last spring bass in abundance, and all 
jot with set nets, which cannot do harm and 
t is thd only honest way to fish them ! I can 
remember a lot of bass which could not be 
sold in Chatham, and when vended in New­
castle were seized. Now, why should the 
Newcastle people be refused the privilege of 
eating a bass in spring as well as other peo­
ple. It is monstrous. The North West fish­
ermen have as much right to catch a Bass as 
the Napan fishermen or any others below 
Newcastle. If the law is good in one part 
of the river it is also good in the other.— 
Equal rights to all is my motto. It is mon 
strous to think that at my very door I am re­
fused the privilege of taking a bass in an 
honest way, while not a mile from me, and 
under my very eyes the three favored seine 
owners are privileged to destroy as many as 
they wish. It is certainly very degrading to 
any Gov’t to stoop so low. Thank fortune, 
the day is not far distant when I, with other 
injured fishermen, will assist, and be the 
means of hurling from power a Government 
rotten to the core, and replace them by men 
who will graut the two hundred fishermen 
equal rights, from Middle Island on both 
sides of the river to its mouth, a privilege 
wrongfully wrested from them.

Publish this and oblige yours,
Honest B.

Fredericton, April 13.
The Attorney General, from the 

Select Committee, reported an address 
prepared pursuant to resolution re­
specting the proposed change in crim­
inal law. The report was received 
and held awaiting action by the Leg­
islative Council on the same subject.

Elder recommitted a bill relating to 
damages for lands taken for the con 
struction ot railways in the Province. 
The mover explained that since the 
bill was before in Committee changes 
had been made with the assistance of 
members of the legal profession which 
made it as effective as possible in 
securing justice iu the interests in­
volved. The amendments referred to 
were moved.

Covert attacked the Government, 
charging that they laid heavy Stipula­
tions on other companies and required 
no security from the Grand Southern 
Company when they gave the latter 
tXê contract, but he hoped the bill was 
not to hamper that Company.

Elder said the bill was a general one, 
applying to all railways.

The Secretary, referring to his re­
marks in reference to the Grand 
Sonthern award In the Budget de­
bate, said he was not understood pro 
pevly. lie had said that the amount 
claimed by the Juries aud Justices as 
their fees for assessing the damages 
was coueidercd very excessive by the

factotum is busy over it;-aud,—salt is 
cheaper !

Things look mixed for the Local. Sayre 
is plainly looking to run with the strongest 
man, and proposes to take the office of A tty. 
GenN should King offer for the Dominion! 
Chickens are good things; but not nice, un­
less they have been a few months out of the 
shell! This may *prove a full fledged Ban­
tam.

There is no doubt that Girouard if a strong 
man in his section ot the County, and he 
will probably poll a heavy vote, but it is 
a question if he will consent to run with 
Charley, for the latter is,—well—slippery,— 
that’s the word.

Caie’s chances are like himse.f,—slim.
White is,—yes,—just as some people 

think doesn’t matter much any way.

North West, 15th April, 1878. 
Messrs. Editors.

The fiat has gone forth. Seining for bass 
and gaspercaux is to be allowed this spring, 
the latter from open water tp the 25th June. 
Now if the Gov’t had consulted the interests 
of our fishermen, and not taken the advice of 
their imposture Davy, who knows nothing 
about our fisheries except to use them to 
catch a few votes for his master, they would 
have only allowed seining for gaspercaux 
from 25th May to 25th June. As the law 
now stands, immediately on the opening of 
navigation, seines will be used as they form­
erly were with the pretence of hunting for 
gaspereaux, when in reality, bass was and 
will still be the object. Had the lime been 
restricted as above, fhese onslaughts on 
schools of young bass wouldjiave been saved 
its by 25th May, those fish would be out of 
the reach of poachers. Yours,

X.

sense to fill the gaps when some one was 
waited for. The members raised many live­
ly scenes, staffing, throwing paper balls at 
each other, and raising a rumpus generally. 
Mr. Domville, with an immense pile of books 
before him, made a very humorous speech 
at early dawn. He quoted passages at length, 
from novels, poems and essays, and inge­
niously applied them to the question. He 
got a good hearing throughout, members on 
both sides appreciating the humor of the 
thing. Mr. Ouimet made an able speech in 
French, and was lollowed by Mr. Costigan, 
who made some scathing remarks on the po­
sition of New Brunswick members' who had 
signed a protest in New Brunswick against 
the action of Governor Gordon on the Con­
federation question. Other members follow­
ed. Mr. Mackenzie conferred with the Op­
position members, and then consulted his 
supporters. At six o’clock Sir John said if 
the debate was adjourned the vote might be 
reached on Monday evening without turther 
debate. Mr. Mackenzie agreed and the 
House adjourned.

KENT’S COUNTY DEBT.

Dear Editors.—Kent County is in debt 
some $15,000, and when the question about 
paying this debt came up at the last Council 
meeting, some Councillors were in favor of 
each Parish paying their own debt, while 
others for the Parishes to pay an equal pro­
portion of said debt^viz.,in proportion to 
their valuation, but on account of not know­
ing whether the Council had the power to 
tax one Parish for the debt of another Parish, 
they decided by vote to refer it to the Local 
House and have a law passed giving them 
the power. It appears hard for one Parish, 
after paying their taxes,lo be compelled to 
help pay the back taxes of any other Parish, 
but I am of the opinion that the amounts the 
County had to pay for the past five or six 
years were not properly divided among the 
different Parishes, and that Richibucto in 
particular has not been taxed according to 
law, that St. Louis and Carleton have been 
imposed upon as well as some of the other 
Parishes. The following figures will show 
tor themselves, and I would like the Clerk of 
the Peace for Kent County to let the public 
know through the columns of your paper, in 
what way it was found out how to tax each 
Parish. The following will show the a- 
mounts Richibucto, St. Louis and Carleton 
paid into the County from ’71 to ’76 (or were 
taxed on.)

For County Contingent Fund,
Richibucto. St. Louis. Carleton.

1872 $328 98 $300 63 $178 40
73 273 18 ‘234 15 178 40
74 261 42 223 65 170 40
75 3E4 81 304 98 232 05
76 605 07 440 00 330 00

$1823 41 $1509 41 $1089 25
To County School Fund.

1872 $1,014 80 $946 00 $556 40
73 1,053 80 903 00 554 00
74 1,054 30 902 00 687 20
75 1,054 30 902 00 687 20
76 1,106 97 . 902 00 650 00

$5,283 37 $4,055 00 $8,120 00
Now as Richibucto is valued at 51490,000, St, 
Louis $293,000, and Carleton (including Aca- 
diaville) $178,000,1 only want the Clerk of 
the Peace lor this County to explain how it 
comes that St. Louis and Carleton had to pay 
so much more in proportion to their valua­
tion than Richibucto? The reader can see 
that St. Louis, with a little more than half the 
valuation of Richibucto, paid nearly as much 
taxes, and Carleton, with a valuation a little 
more than a third that of Richibucto, paid 
hundreds of dollars more than they had any 
right to, especially in 1874,5 and 6, when the 
School Tax of Richibucto was the same, in 
1873 and 4 Carleton paid $133.20 more in 1874 
than she paid in ’73. (The population of 
Richibucto mind, is three or four times larger 
than Carleton.) If everything is taken into 
consideration, I consider Richibucto owes 
the County a large sum.

Jt is a wonder how Richibucto managed Lo 
pay such a small amount and received so 
much In return from the County, and I think 
she should hold her tongue anu be satisfied 
even if she has to pay part of the other Par­
ishes <t>ack taxes, considering she received 
from 1871 to 77 the large sum in warrants of 
$9,443,69 while she only paid $5,283.37. St, 
Louis during the same period paid $4,055.00, 
receiving only $195.25, while Carleton paying 
$3,129.00, received $2.120.79. St. Louis not 
coming under the School Law, lost a large 
amount but on account of other Parishes be­
ing benefited by her rebelling should they 
i*ot do the fair thing. It is astonishing to 
hear some from our Shire Town talk about 
the injustice of their having to help pay St. 
Louis back tax, while if each Parish *had re­
ceived fair play since 1871, perhaps Riehibuc- 

, , , . - -i to would not only have had to pay the same
Uompauy, who refused to pay it, and^asSt. Louis. Hoping this will be answered

and believes he ’can establish hv aggregate amount paid a» acknowledged by

K,ll, Cbi.f KT2'.14KLl3
Public Works, and member of the the Kent bL„.,. and he «id that Mr. 
Executive Council of this Province, ; Kell Mrf Brown be wouid do all
acting for himself and also tor the ; he for the Kent juüway. Ur. Killam 
Hon. Rober* Young, President of the «k© stated that something was said about | 
Executive Council, oil tJAe one part, vir. Brown taking $10,000 stock in the' 
and John C- Brown, acting for him- i Chatham Railway Company, but his recol- 
self anil certain other tail way con trac-1 lection does not serve him distinctly on this 
tors on the other part, whereby the | point. Mr. Kelly largely contradicted Mr. 
torraer agreed to use their influence ! Brown’s testimony that he made the bar- 
Jtnd posiliou as members of Ihe Gov’t gain at the Royal Hotel, ae atated by Mr.

as a consequence the Jury withheld 
the awards. The bill before the house 
provided for the taxing ot Jury fees 
by a Judge of the Supreme Court in 
case of disagreement on the subject 
with the Railway Company.

Stevenson explained that the Grand 
Southern Railway jury charged $1364 
for their award, ami had subsequently 
reduced it to $606, showing that the 
Company were right, iu rejecting it.

The bill was agreed to.

after which I have a lew other remarks, to 
make. Yours truly, *

J.
Kouchibouguac, April 11, 1878.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Fredericton, April 11. 

Young’s Bill relating to a parish

KENT MATTERS.

Messrs. Editors.—The return of J. D. 
Phinnev Esq. who went to Fredericton 
to give evidence In the Young-Kelly-Brown 
affair, has created a little stir, for we arc all 
anxious to hear about the mailer. As yet 
we know nothing, but conjecture a great 
deal. That the excitement about this affair 
has not abated, is evident from the proposal 
now made to prepare a bonfire, and burn 
some one in effigy. It is immaterial who the 
man is. Patriotic sen irnent mu-t find vent 
in some way. and it is better lo burn some­
body else than to singe ourselves.

(9ttaufa êow«ï|j0tuktttt.
Ottawa, April 15.

The sent ion gives no sign of ending. Min 
isters are introducing new bills or important 
resolutions almost daily, having, evidently, 
kept them back with the view of forcing 
them through at the close of the session with 
little or no discussion. More than one matter 
about which thp'Ministers were asked during 
the first weeks of the session, and about 
which they gave very evasive if not positive* 
ly negative answers, has been introduced 
since by the Gov’t, just as it was expected in 
the first place that they would. 1 he Pem­
bina-Branch Railway was one striking in­
stance of this method of doing things, the 
Premier leading the House to believe there 
was no truth in the published statement re­
garding the agreement with the St. Paul and 
Pacific company, when the lease was in his 
desk ready for signature at the time. The 
Riviere du Loup branch, concerning which 
Mr. Mitchell failed to extract any informa­
tion some weeks ago, is another instance, 
the Gov’t having given notice of a resolution 
for power to deal with that. Y’ou will be 
glad to see that branch in the ha^ds of the 
Gbv’t, by purchase or otherwise, as the thro’ 
traffic will be much improved by making the 
one management supreme from Halifax to 
Quebec.

Mr. Costigan has been bringing up a tele­
graphic slander, sent by some irresponsible 
Gov’t parasite to some of the St. John and 
Halifax papers, about his having gobbled up 
$7,000 belonging to Mr. Girouard on a sleep­
er contract. He characterized the whole 
statement as a slander, as utterly false, and 
called upon Mr. Deveber, whose name was 
used by the correspondent, to deny it or call 
for a committee ot enquiry. Mr. Deveber 
denied having given any such information. 
Mr. Girouard is here, it seems, presenting a 
claim, through Mr. Deveber, for payment for 
a quantity of sleepers which went adrift be­
fore being accepted by the Gov’t. He also,
I believe, claims that Connors, who was the 
original holder of one of his contracts, and 
did part of the work, was overpaid, Mr. Cos­
tigan having drawn the money for Connors. 
Mr. Costigan says, however, that he himself 
paid the money he drew to Gironard, taking 
hw receipt, and also receiving a written obli­
gation from Girouard for the payment of all 
claims against the contract, because it was in 
Conners’ name, and he was liable for the 
debts, if any, against it. Girouard, he says, 
got every cent he claimed, as far as the con­
tract was concerned, and his only claim now 
is for'sleepers that were floated away. Mr. 
Costigan feels very much annoyed at the pub­
lication of slanders such as this. Papers dis­
grace themselves by giving place to the out­
pourings of mean partisan malice. The édi­
tais who accepted that dispatch knew that 
the.slanderer was irresponsible, untrustwor­
thy, and unscrupulous, a mere tool in the 
hands of any one who chooses to manufacture 
a scandal, and yet they allow themselves to 
be used as the medium for the publication of 
such stuff.

On Thursday Mr. Mackenzie moved the 
following address to the Governor General : 
rWe Her Majesty’s dut iful and loyal subjects 

the Senate and the Commons of Canada in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to approach 
Your Excellency with an expression of the 
deep feeling of regret which we experience 
at your approaching departure from Canada. 
We fteel it to be a duty to assure Your Ex­
cellency that the zealous devotion of jour 
great abilities on all occasions to the public 
interests, is held in high appreciation, and 
that especially the visits to each of the Pro­
vinces and territories of the Dominion, by 
which Your Excellency thus familiarized 
yourself with the character of the people and 
the resources of the country, and the eloquent 
speeches which Your Excellency has deliver­
ed on those topics have 1 en attended with 
Ibamost oenencial results in attracting atten­
tai to Canada. We are highly sensible of 
life great degree in which literature and art 
and the industrial pursuits have received 
encouragement from Your Excellency’s 
efforts and liberality. Wc venture to convey 
the assurance that Your Excellency and 
your distinguished consort, will b:arwith 
you on leaving us our warmest wishes for 
ÿour future welfare and happiness; that w-c 
rejoice in the conviction that though Canada 
may no longer possess the advantage of your 
experience and knowledge of public affairs 
Of so extensive a degree, as she has eiyoyed 
them in the past, the country will continue to 
have iu Your Excellency a friend and advo­
cate, and that it is our heart-felt wish, that 
for many years the empire at large may liave 
the benefit of your Excellency’s ripe wisdom, 
experience and eminent abilities.

Ho made a brief speech, highly praising 
Lord and Lady Dufferin, and was followed 
by Sir John Macdonald in the same compli­
mentary strain, after which the Address was 
pftssed, ordered to be engrossed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence.

The resolution for a tax on wheat and 
flour, moved by Brown and seconded by 
Ross, both good friends of the Premier, only 
received 28 votes, all Ontario men except 
Campbell of Nova Scotia. Bechard’s motion 
for tax on corn and oats fared better, being 
supported by 56.

The bill to create an Attorney General was 
opposed on its third reading by Mr. Mitchell 
in one of his forcible half-hour speeches, aud 
he moved in amendment that the clause of 
the bill relating to Attorney General be struck 
out. The House divided, and the bill was 
carried by “ the Government’s cast iron ma­
jority.”

The Quebec outrage came up Thursday af­
ternoon, when Sir John Macdonald moved 
that the dismissal of the Ministers was un­
wise and subversive of constitutional govern­
ment. He made a calm and judicial argu­
ment, and showed so clearly that Le'eljier’s 
course was utterlv indefensible that the Pre­
mier did not attempt to defend it. He struck 
his colors at the start. He agreed with Sir 
John’s constitutional law in the abstract, 
professed that he had not given attention 
enough to the Quebec case to know whether 
Lfctellior had violated it or not, and claimed 
that Parliament had no jurisdiction, that the 
people ol Quebec must be left to deal with 
the matter themselves, that it would be *• in- 
deceut” to interfere between the Governor 
he had appointed and the people. And thus 
he gave up the whole case. This was the 
only thing he could do. No one but an ig­
norant partisan, or an unscrupulous one with 
a mean opinion of the intellect of his hearers, 
would presume to defend it. The debate 
was continued by Masson. Laurier and 
Brooks until two o’clock in the morrfing, 
the three latter speakers confining them­
selves chiefly to Quebec internal affairs.

The debate was resumed on Friday after­
noon by Mr Langevin, who made an able

Pinion Advocate.
Established 1867.

NEWCASTLE, I1RA11CHI, ï B. '
WEDNESDAY. APRIL 17, 1878.

MINISTERIAL CORRUPTION.

The last issue of Mr. Snowball’s 
paper contained an announcement 
that the Minister of Marine would 
allow seining for bass in Napan and 
Black River until the 25th of May, 
and seining for gaspereaux in both 
branches of the main river until 25th 
June. The object of this concession 
is loo plain to be covered up under 
any pretence—it is done to please 
Mr. Snowball, in the hope of getting 
those few fishermen who are interest­
ed in seining, to vote for him in pre­
ference to Mr. Mitchell at the next 
general election.

In answer to the prayer of a nu­
merously signed petition from the 
people of Napan and Black River, 
Mr. Mitchell, while Minister, very 
wisely prohibited seining for bass in 
Napan during the close season, 
which by law commences on the 1st 
day of April and continues until the 
15th August. The petition set forth 
that great number of young bass were 
killed in the seines, that the mature 
fish were gravid and of small value, 
and that but a few individuals deriv­
ed any advantage from the fishery. 
As the late Minister knew these facts, 
he very properly got an Order in 
Council passed that seiniug should be 
prohibited, and that the close time 
should be enforced in Napan as it 
was in all other places on the river.

Last year, in compliance with an­
other petition, setting forth that the 
use of seines for gaspeteaux fishing 
as late as June, killed a large number 
of salmon, trout and spawning bass, 
as well as* gaspereaux, I be present 
Minister prohibited the use of these 
seines, and confined gaspereaux fish- 
iug to set nets, such as are used in 
all other parts of the Province. This 
was a wise regulation, as excessive 
fishing far gaspereaux has almost ex­
hausted that fishery, which formerly 
was a very valuable and important 
one in our river. A letter from the 
Inspector of Fisheries, recently print­
ed in the St. John papers, called at­
tention to the great falling off in the 
catch of" this fish everywhere, and 
gave it as his opinion that unless 
some measure of protection was af­
forded, this species would become 
extinct in our Province. Wc sup­
pose he has made his opinion known 
to the Department, and presume it 
was on his report of the facts, that 
last year seining was prohibited.— 
Now, if the Reports of the Inspector 
are reliable, and if no new facts have 
been brought to light, is it not plain 
that in thus undoing what our former 
Minister considered it necessary to 
do, in the case of Napan bass seining, 
and what the present Minister con­
sidered it necessary lo do last year 
in the case of gaspereaux seining, 
the Hon. A. J. Smith has given an­
other froof of his readiness to pros­
titute his Department for party pur­
poses, and to play into the hands 
of Mr. Snowball wituout the least 
regard to the present or future in­
terests of our fisheries.

If the Reports made by the Inspec­
tor of Fisheries and by Mr. Sam’l Wil- 
mot, (who was sent here specially 
to enquire into and report on these 
matters) were not reliable ; if the 
facts were not as stated by them ; if 
any important facts were kept in the 
background ; in short, if the Minis­
ter’s action last year was in con­
sequence of unreliable information 
given, then we say that these officers 
should be called to strict account, 
and if found guilty of making false 
reports or of suppressing facts, they 
should be dismissed from office. But 
as matters stand now, we cannot 
divest ourselves of the conviction 
that our fisheries are being manipu­
lated for the purpose of producing 
an effect at the coming election, aud 
the real object of tbe Minister’s late 
action is to assist Mr. Snowball in 
his contest for the representation of 
this County in the next Parliament. 
We call the attention of our fisher­
men to this fact, and warn them that 
their best interests are being ruined 
for political ends. We warn them 
that the privileges thus given to a 
few individuals to serve the political 
purpose of a partizan Minister, are 
given at the expense of the fisheries, 
to the lasting injury of the great body 
ol our fishermen, and in defiance of 
the very laws made by the Minister 
himself.

j and Miss Sinclair from Donglastown, 
Rev. W. M’Cullagh and Mrs. M’Cul- 
lagh, from Redbank, Rev. S. Houston 
and Mrs. Senator Ferguson from 

j Bathurst, and" Rev. J. C. Herdman 
and Miss Kerr from Campbellton.— 
The first half-hour was spent in devo 
tional exercises conducted by the 
President, Rev. D. Taylor and W. S 
Loggie.

A paper on “The Connection be­
tween the Church and Sunday-' 
School,’’ was read by Rev. J. Auder 
son, in yvhich he showed that the Suu 
day-Sehool was an institution devised 
by Christian piety and wisdom to 
carry ont God’s injunction lo parents 
and ilie church to give a religious and 
moral education to the young, being 
a help (o parebtal instruction without 
interfering with the rights and privi­
leges ot parents, and a boon to those 
children whose parents neglected their 
religious training. This paper also 
enumerated some of the modes 
whereby the connexion between the 
Church and Sunday-School might bq 
manifested, and show thereby such as 
the session of every congregation tak­
ing an interest in S. School work, its 
remembrance in the prayers of the 
Sanctuary ou the Sabbath, by sermons 
addressed to the children, aud by par­
ents encouraging teachers by getting 
their children to prepare their lesson, 
aud attending the school regularly and 
punctually. It spoke too of S. S. 
teachers beiugjthe Church’s best Home 
Missionaries, so that on every S. 
School there should be inscribed 
•* This is the way Iff the Church.”

Very appropriate remarks were 
made on liie subject by Rev. J. A. F. 
M’Bain, Messrs. W. S. Loggie aud 
Johu it. Nicholson.

The next paper was “The Great 
Aim of S. School Work,” which was 
read by Mr. W. S. Loggie. In it Mr. 
Loggie treated the subject negatively 
and positively, showing what tbe aim 
of S. School work was not and what it 
was. He showed that the great aim 
was the cônvèrsion of the children.— 
On this important topic very earnest 
and spirited addresses were delivered 
by Rev. Messrs. Wilson, Taylor, M‘- 
Bain, Robertson aud M’Cullagh, and 
Mr. C. M. Hutchison. The hour of 
adjournment having arrived it was 
agreed to defer the further discussion 
ol this subject until the following 
morning’s session. It was agreed that 
the Convention’s sessions be on tbe 
following day (Thursday) from 10 
o’clock, A. M. to 1 o’clock"?. M. ; trom 
3 o’clock to 5.30; and from 7 o’clock 
until the (business be finished. After 
which the meeting was closed with 
praise and prayer.

On Thursday at half-past ten o’clock 
in the forenoon,'the Convention met 
again, and was opened by devotional 
exorcises conducted by the President 
and Rev. John Robertson. After the 
reading and1 sustaining of the minutes 
of the Wednesday evening session, the 
consideration of the subject of Mr. W. 
S. Loggie’s paper was resumed. Mr. 
Rae gave a very earnest and teaching 
address, followed by a number of 
practical speeches by other members, 
in which it was urged that teachers 
should remember that the conversion 
ot the children under their tuition was 
their great aim, and that to this end 
they should direct their prayers and 
teaching.

A letter of apology from Mr. Rus­
sell, ot Donglastown, in which he ex­
pressed regret for his inability to at­
tend the Convention, and his entire 
sympathy with its object, was read.

The Rev. Mr. Wilson read a paper, 
on “ How to retain the attendance of 
adult scholars,” in which, amongst 
other modes he spoke of the enroll­
ment iu S. School of the children at 
an early age, of the attendance of 
Church members, aud of the adapta­
bility of the instructions to the capa­
city of thè adult scholars. Remarks 
on the difficulty of retaining the at­
tendance of adult scholars, and in cor­
roboration of the remedy suggested by 
the paper of Mr. Wilson were made 
by Revs. S.tionston, W. M’Cullagh, 
Robertson, Anderson, M’Bain, and 
Messrs. J. R. Nicholson and C. Ram­
say. Mr. Ramsay spoke very empha­
tically on the importants of teaching 
at suitable stages of his educatiou to 
the S. School pupil the Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms and the Confession 
of Faith. In view of the present at­
tacks made on the fundamental doc­
trines of the Gospel, he showed the 
necessity for Presbyterians to be well 
versed iu the doctrinal teaching of the 
Confession of Faith.

The next paper, which was on “ S. 
School Lessons, Catechisms, &c,” 
was read by Rev.~JV~A. F. M’Bain, in 
which he set forth the benefit of the 
International Scheme ot Lessons, and 
the sin valuable importance of the 
Shorter Catechism as a manual of re­
ligious instruction. He dwelt very 
fully and earnestly upon the matter 
aud manner of the Shorter Catechism 
as a compendium of doctrine. In the 
discussion of the topicot Mr. M’Bain’s 
paper, the matter of help's in the study 
of lessons received a good deal ot at­
tention. Tne Rev. W. M’Cullagh ad­
vocated the use of such helps as the 
S. S. Times, and Scholar’s Quarterly. 
The Rev. S. Houston while approving 
generally of such helps, urged upon 
teachers the study of tbe lesson in the 
light of the Bible itself, interpreting 
Scripture with Scripture. The Revs. 
J. Robertson aud S. Russell, oppo­
sed the. use of such helps as epheme­
ral periodicals supply, ou the ground 
lhat they encouraged both teachers 
aud scholars to study the lesson very 
hurriedly or on the (round of easily 
learned, easily forgotten, while 
they recommended standard commen­
taries on scripture as useful helps.

The discussion on this subject was 
followed by an address by Rev. J. C. 
Herdman on “ Infant Classes.” Mr. 
Herdman showed the benefit ot Infant 
Classes both to the child and the suc­
cess of the school, and spoke of the 
qualifications of the successtul teach­
ers of such classes. In his opinion 
the best teacher was a Christian lady 
of sympathy and tact to interest little 
children. He recommended a separ­
ate room for the Intaut Class, and the 

of illustrations in teaching and

S. School Convention.

A Convention of the S. S. teachers 
within the bounds of the Presbytery 
of Miramichi, met according to ap­
pointment in St. James’ Hall, New­
castle, at 7 o’clock, P. M., on Wednes­
day the 10th lust. The Rev. T. G. 
Johnstone, Moderator of Presbytery, 
was appointed President, and Rev. 
James Anderson Secretary. The at­
tendance of teachers was good. The 
delegates trom a distance were Rev. 
D. Taylor and Mrs. Taylor, Miss M‘- 
Kendrick aud Miss Brown from Bass

ed upon, who rend a paper on “How to 
maintain the efficiency of country 8. 
Schools.’’ In it he spoke of the difficult." 
of keeping the S. School open during vW. 
ter in country settlements, and showing « 
the same time how this and other difficu&W 
could be surmounted by earnest teact}1®» 
who made the great end of their work
spiritual improvement of the children.__
After one or two members had epoxc-n to 
the subject, the Convention adjourned to 
meet again in the evening.

On the assembling of the Convention in 
the evening, the first paper, which was on 
“ The Co-operation ot parents with teach­
ers," was read by Rev. D. Taylor, in which 
he pointed out in eloquent language, how 
necessary it was for parents to uphold tl^. 
teacher's hands, and how they could do so 
by their prayers, and supervising the chil­
dren’s study of their tasks, by reading daily 
the Bible in the family, and by teaching the 
Shorter Catechism. The Rev. John Robert­
son pointed out how parents could assist by 
giving money to purchase the appliances 
necessary for S. School work. The Rev.
S. Houston counselled parents how they 
spoke of the teachers in the presence of their 
children, inasmuch as any disparaging re­
marks as to the ability or character of the 
teacher created disrespect towards him, and 
inattention to his teaching in the minds of 
his pupils. Mr. J. R. Nicholson said that 
from the description of the teachers’-qualifi- 
cations and duties given by different speak­
ers, he felt that too much responsibility was 
laid upon them. Instead of being helpers 
to parents in the instruction of their chil­
dren he thought that the tone of the discus­
sions, consciously or unconsciously, was to 
make them the substitutes of parents in this 
important matter. He, therefore, claimed 
for teachers, the position of helpers, and 
that if parents regarded him as such they 
would aid him more in every possible way.

The next topic was the “ S. S. Library_
its size and character, and mode of distribu­
tion," on which an excellent paper was read 
by Mr. J. 13. Oakes, dealing however, only 
with the “ size and character of the Lib­
rary." In it, be set forth the importance to 
the young of early and extensive reeding, 
and the good S. School books did to thoee 
families whose private stock of books was 
limited. He recommended the Library to 
be as large as possible to meet the varied 
mental tastes and capacities of the children, 
selecting its books with a view to their in­
tellectual, moral and spiritual improvement.
He defended religious novels, as being a 
most affective mode to impress the mind 
with moral and spiritual truths, this form of 
literature being sanctioned by Jesus in the 
use of parables, and used by the mos t emi­
nent writers on religious and spiritual sub­
jects. He classified different kinds of liter­
ature which should find a place in the S. S. 
Library. After reading this paper, he 
showed orally how the hooka should be 
arranged in the Library, and how they 
should be distributed to the pupils. Mr. 
Oakes’ address received deservedly the at­
tention of the audience.

The next paper which was on •• S. School 
Praise—its matter and manner,” was read 
by Mr. C. M. Hutchison. Referring to the 
fact of the long nse of the hymn in 8. 
School, he recommended its continued use, 
inasmuch as it expressed in' a very simple 
and pleasing manner the fundamental truths 
of Christianity. He strongly advocated the 
use of the Psalms and Paraphrases in S. 
School praise, also a weekly meeting of the 
children for practice in singing. He con­
sidered the use of an Organ in S. School as 
a help to the children in singing. He ex­
pressed a regret that it was not in hie power 
to give an example by means of a class of 
children, how he would teach them singing, 
a regr^which was shared by the Conven­
tion, as such an example would have been a 
pleasing feature in the proceedings. Messrs. 
H’Cullagh and Houston complimented Mr. 
Hutchison on his excellent address upon a 
very important part of S. School work.

The concluding paper, which was on “ 8.
S. Mission Fund," was read by Rev. W. 
M’Cullagh. After referring to the import­
ance of creating in the minds of children 
an interest in Foreign Missions, and speak­
ing ef the " Dayspring," the Mission vessel 
of the Presbyterian Church in the South 
seas, towards whose running expenses a 
portion of the children’s Mission Fund ia 
ppropriated, he suggested two modes efx 

contributing to it, (1) quarterly collection 
made by means of cards, (2) by teaching 
children to' save any nyoney they may re­
ceive for the Mission Fund. Mr. Houston 
explained the different objects supported by 
the S. School Mission Fund to be the “ Day- 
spring,” Schools in Trinidad, and Orphans 

one of the Protestant Orphanges in 
India. The discussion of this topic ended 
the programme of the Convention. It was 
the conviction of members and visitors that 
the Convention was a success. A great 
variety of subjects bearing on the import­
ant work of18. Schools was discussed, and 
a great amount of information on them was 
given and received, while the spirit of all 
the proceedings was very pleasing. Sure 
are we that the interest in the work is deep­
ened in the case of parents, and (he zeal and 
enthusiasm of teachers quickened. The 
work of the S. School is the Church's pal­
pable obedience to the Lord’s command 

Feed my lambs.” Before-dissolving the 
Convention, it was moved byMr. Houston 
and cordially agreed to “ That the hearty 
thanks of this Convention be hereby given to 
the Minister a#id officers of St. James’ 
Church, for the use of this splendid HeU, 
and to the kind friends in Newcastle for the 
ample hospitality given to the members of 
the Convention who came from a distance,’’ 
Whereupon, after praise and prayer, the 
Convention adjourned, «ne die.

of singiug. On this topic remarks 
were made by Rev. Messrs. Ander­
son aud M’Bain, in which pointed re­
ference was made to the duty ot a 
teacher to instil into the minds of 
children at the earliest age the princi­
ples of truthfulness and honor and 
duty aud charity.

The next paper which was on “ Teachers, 
their qualifications and duties,"—was read 
by Rev. S. Houston. In.it he showed very 
clearly and forcibly how indispensable for 
the truly qualified teachers were personal 
piety, intelligence, and the utmost familiar­
ity with the word of God, together with 
careful preparatory study of the leseon of 
the day, and punctual attendance in his 
place in the School. The different speakers 
endorsed the views expressed in Mr. Hous­
ton’s admirable paper.

The Rev. John Robertson was next call-

The Temperance Beform,
NEWCASTLE.

The meeting on Friday evening, tbe 
first of the current quarter, was a vety 
good one. The Revds. E. Jeukine,
T. M. Muuro, and H. A. M’Keown 
were on the platform. The former 
offered up a prayer, after which the 
choir sang a temperance Rally Song. 
The newly elected President, S. 
Thomson, Esq., then made a few re­
marks with reference to Ihe honorable 
position in which he had1>een plated.
He referred to the fact that an excellent 
piano had been purchased by the Club 
from Mr. J. J. Anslow,1 at a consider­
able discount from the first cost, which 
it was believed would add greatly to 
the iuterest of the musical part of die 
entertainments. He showed that with 
the balance on hand and the amounts 
collected by the ladies who had the 
matter in hand, the sum of about two 
•hundred dollars was available towards 
the purchase of the instrument, and 
urged the members of the Club to be 
liberal in their subscriptions, so that 
tbe balance could be paid off speedily.

The Rev. Mr. M’Keown then ad­
dressed the meeting, delivering a good 
address. The remainder of the pro­
gramme was as follows:—

Song—” The Pilgrim Fathers," by 
S. J. Loggie; Instrumental Music by 
the Misses Fletcher, of St. John; Duet,
“ What are the wild waves saying,” 
Mrs. W. C. Auslow, J. J. Anslow: 
Recitation by Mr. W. Sivewrigb* 
’• Lambs of tbe flock,” by Miss BessW'1 
M’Keowu, a little nightingale from 
Chatham, who in response to repeated 
calls, sang “Dash It down I” The 
choir sang “ Precious Promise.” Dur­
ing the time allotted forsigniug the 
pledge, Mr LeBoutillier played "some 
choice selections.

the second part of the programme 
was as follows “ Our Cause is march- 
'"8° x-! ‘lie Choir; Speech, Mr.
J. R. Nicholson ; Solo and quartette,
“ Gone Before,” Miss B. Brown tak­
ing the solo; Piano duet by the Misses 
Fletcher ; Duet “ Come with thy lute ” 
Misses Annie and Lilian Thompson^ 
Readings by Mr. Harper, agent 
the Ætua Life Insurance Co.; DuetT 
“ Larboard Watch,” J. J. Anslow and 
Mr. Harper.

The meeting, which was in many 
respects a good one, was well attend­ed.

CHATHAM.
] The interest in the Chatham meet­
ings shows no sign of abatement, the 
last meeting being fully up to those 
which have proceeded it.
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