the roads.

The Director-General will have ai-
thority to decide whether the govern-
ment shall also assume operation and
control of the express companies.

U. 'S, WOODEN SHIP
BUILDING PROGRAM FAILS

Washington, Dec. 28—The wooden
shipbuilding - program - was .pictured
as an almost complete failure by - Rear
Admiral F. A, Bowles; assistant gen
eral manager of the Emergency Fleet
Corporation, testifying: at the Senate
Commerce Commlssion investigation
of sh]pbmldmg

BANDAGES FOR WOUNDED
MEN WERE POISONED

Large -
Toledo Were Ponisoned in
Transit

Gonsignme-;— Made in-

Premier Vitterio Orlando, of Italy,
looked upon as the man to unite rival
political groups new ' that foreign
{‘invaders tread Italy’s ‘soil.

|
BOMB THROWN:INTO

U, S. CUNSULAR OFFICE
Washington. December *_8.:~Prev-
ious reports of-a bomp being thrown
iinto the American. consular office at
" Odesssa, Dec‘embelL 18th, have  been
supblemqnted by a dispateh from Con-
sul-General Ray, who ‘said littlg dam-
age was done and no one wa$ hurt,
as the huilding'was enmpty.

GREATER CARE IN \
HANDLING EXPLOSIVES
R o T ?
London, Dec. 28.—The Halifax ex-
plosion has resulted in the adoption
of much stricter regulations in con-
nection with the manufacture and

Cleveland, Dec. 28.—A plot to pois--
on Red Cross bandages and . spread
wholesale death among the soldiers of
America and her- Allies has'been ex:
posed and frustrated here. - :evexa-
tions ‘of 'the conspiracy were. made
when it became . known  the Dep t-
ment of ‘Justice agents were huntmg
the perpeétrators of the deed:

Three thm}sand four vhundred:

al ~dress lled . by %

land. )

Immedlate "gvery on -oi.
tandages was burned- They were. ,de
stroyed secretly in the rear . of
Red Crogs: warehouse Liere. Bvery ef-’
- fort was made to keep:the matter, se-!
cret. Officials of the Lake division of.
the Red Cross refused to discuss the| 2} ¢
poisonéd bandages but the a.uthontw-
tive information was obtained that'the
* bandages had been destr‘yed and that I
Government agents, aided only by
slender clues, were trying-to salve me‘
mystery. ; ,

The poisoned bandages were part of ‘

{

|

the Lake divisions: from Red Cross

. headquarters in other cities in the di-

vision, which comprlses Ohio, Indiana
and Kentueky.

The box of bandages arrived here
from the Toledo chapter last week and !
was taken to the warehouse. While'

. women were examing ‘the huge quan-'
tity of J,sur‘gical dressings as to speciﬂ-
cations, a dark greenish substance
was' noticed on one of them. Investi-
gation showed that all the bandages
in the box had bﬂm treated - with
poison.

xmmm sotbm
 IN SASKATCHEWAN
WANT 320 ACR

... When the Saskatchéwan exécutive
G ot ﬂxe Great War: Veterans’, Associ-
a.tion meets’ mnqgiuwam .one ‘of
_tl}e thost important m&tten 1o come
under consideration = 'will be  land’
" settléments for returned soldiers. It
|48 proposed to send two members of
each provincial executive as a dele-
gation to Ottawa, immediately the-
| house -opens, to lay the matter before
the Dominion’ Gocxﬁ:nent. This dele-
gation will; of cOprse; take up other
questions concerning refurned men.
Difficult Bilf to Frame
_ The framing of a bill to suit all
parts of Canada will: bQ:tnost difficuit,
and it is Tecognizeéd that in the event
of @ commission being appoﬂnted to
handle the propositlon the ' members
of thé commigsion will ‘have to . be
granted very wide latitude. It is gen-~

;A y,‘w

U

erally tnderstood thet the Saskatche-

_ctegates will ‘ask for 320 acres
Ad, with -a low: interest rate on
‘investméent, It iy ‘pointed out: that
such a grant of land in Ontario or
Quebec would not be at all in. propor-
tion. ‘Those inte¥ested in the issue in
Saskatchewan also stdte that the ..
land now ‘at the disposal of theigov-
ernment is far = from - suiftable “for
settlement by soldiers. The: Hudsoh:
_ Bay Company and the C.P.R. have ac-

gu_glrg_l large trggu ot land m the

transportation “of explosives through-
out Great DBritain. It is announced

th&vhe severest penaltieg will be en-
' forced in case of violation of the regu-
lations.

WILL CANADA ALSO
“TAKE OVER RAILWAYS?

: Ottawa. BPec. 28—The possiblllt.yot -
Tthe Dominion ‘Government having to |
take ‘like actién’to that of the United |&

States in takmg over-all the railways,
18 ' geriously discussed at' the capital;
in view of thé actior: taken by Presi

rdent Wilson. ‘At least one member of | D

the Railway Cofamiission is: of the op-
"iuivh #Hat such sction will be neces-
sary #i view of the labor situation,

Wwhile others view it as“problematical.y

As Sir Henry Drayton «Chief Rail-
{ way Commlssloner, is ‘at present  in
Halifax, it' was impossible to ‘obtain
from him any comment on the action
of Pres.ident Wilson in taking  over
the United  States rallways Com-
missioner : McLean, when asked a8
to the  possible effect of the Presi-
. dent’s action on the Canadian situa-
tion said that he was as yet hardly
in a posmon to make any comment.
| He' had, 'he stated, seen only _the

'brieé newspaper repert which = gave

practically no details as to the work-
“ing out of the. plan in the United
States. Until a more detailed state-
ment was received, he preferred not

" ; to. make aty statement,
by
i mission expressed' the. opinion

Another official of the Railway Com-
that

{ He drew attention to the fact ' that

| the situation there is different from

that in Canada. In the United States
l'the railwags are subject. ‘te the laws
of tl;e yarious states through which
they operated, pmhlbitlng pooling “of’
rail %raffic and en,mmga A cumplete
unification of all the railway systems
in operation is therefore .an impossi-
bility while the roads are controlled
by private enterprise.

Acxtion by the Federal Government,
however,  in t,aking over the  roadf
must alse cope with thé labor situa-
tion ‘and other problems which pri-
vate enterprise-has difficulty in hand-
]for Canada to take similar action was
problematical.  The Deminion was
not faced with the same statutory
difficulties as the United States but
the prohxem of &tipplying sufficient
labor for operating < the Canadian
roads might neeessitate - government
action.
| “Another official prominently con-
nec(ed with the administration . of
railways was inclined to. the view
that “it. wounld. not: be ' necessary to

take. like action in. Canada and that |

the taking over the American rail-
|ways by the government -would “have
‘yery lime\effect on the situation here.
He thought that the American Gov-
ernment wonld be in 'a goed position
to eontrol the cost of rolling stoek
which’ has beéen incredsing very rap-
idly in recent months

government control of railways in the |
;Unit;ed States' was a very wise move.

ling. Whethér it would be necessary

the revived jingo spifit.” . _

calculated that wl(h the sa.ving of by-
products not wasted by burning eoal
in open grates and boiler furnaces, a
nation. economy of $500,000,000 a
year would be effected.”

TORONTO DOCTOR ARRESTED

Toronto, Dee. 28. — Dr. R. McP.
Turner is under arregt on a charge of
ma.nslaughter in connection with the
death . of Marion Stone, who died
Christthas Day at the General Hos-
pital following an alleged operation.
The doctor is confined to St. Mich-
aél’s hospital under police. surveil-
lance guffering from blood poison, and
his condition is said to beserious, The
doctor’s arrest has caused. a sensation
in-medical circlés. Norman Joliffe, a
chauffeur, is also under arrest,

U~S. RAILWAYS TAKEN OVER
FOR DURATION: OF THE WAR

Washington, D.C.,, Dec. 27—@Govern-
ment possession and. operation.of the
natlon’s railroads for the war has
been, proclaimed . by President Wilson
to . become effective at noon Friday,
December 28th. Willlam G. McAdoo,
retaining his pldce in the Cabinet as
Becretary of the Treasury, isdplaced
in charge as Director-General of rail-
roads,

. Every railroad engs,ged in. general
2 nsportation 'w{th its appurteniarices |

'cbntlnu% to direct. actual operation un-
dert swretafy McAQoo's gbﬁefa& mp—
mumn.» Fevey

The chiet practidal’ eﬂéct of Govern-
‘ment: operation ‘will -be to :pérmit &
‘complete unification’ of all rafl’ sys-
te,ms; impossible ‘under: private  oper-
ation by reason of statutés prohibiting
pooling . of rail -traffic and earnings.
‘The roads themselves had gone as
far asﬁthevy dared in- this direction;

been. warned by . Attorney-General
Gregorl that a violation of antitpooling
laws could: not be permitted.

Germans BO’ast
What Tney Will
- Do West Front

e P %

Toronto, Dec 28.—A epecxal cable
to the Mail and Bmpire under dti'te ot
Rotterdam; Dec. 26, says:

“If -Germany’s Government Girected
press, at all refiécted the maood of the
people then there was nothing of good
will or réconkilation in their Christ-
mag’ reflections. ‘The contrast with
Iast year is striking. 'The German
Qovemment had then just stretched
ot s frienidly héhd toward its ene-
mieg and was filling the world ‘with
shouta! of its desire'for ‘an honorable |
peace.’ _Now there i mot éven a:

writes in the Tagehlatt: ‘Later on in
the West, as we Nave done in the
South' ahd Kdst, we ' shall attack’ a
vulnerable spot.- Glinched fists and
Hard blows will be our answer to the
speechés of 'thé English-gtatesinen.’
““The  Haniburger Fremsdenblatt
sayst
dorff means when he says to not talk
about pegce. We understand it stifl
more clearly when we turn our eyes
to the West. It is there that they
should be turned, for it is there that
the stupendous decision in this world
‘war will’be made. It i there that
the ‘heavy tasks'li¢ before us. ' Eag-
land knows what is awaiting her, but
dn ‘foolish pride she challenges:fate.’
i unweakened will for' victory,
notwithétanding dur : deprivations,’
says: the Koelnigche Volkszeitung,
‘we can look forward to coming evemis
in the WeBt and oaly then will Eng-
lish did F‘rench doolhardiness ‘e
broken.’

raige their voices inprotest against

\

and it became known  that they had}

whisper Tof the ‘sort.  Major Morahb :

We understand what Luden-

“One or ‘two social'lst newspa.pers 3

ien, Ignded -severdl people in the
penitentl.ar\y and dfove se many oth-
ers -of public life;

During the last election the govern-
ment made a déad sef on him and he
wad defeatéd. ‘Tt was only, however,
a matter of tiine until'he would have
conie back, $he tide Having turned in
favor .of those’ proposals: generally
whtich he had advocated. He was a
man of very advanced: ideas and was i
really the father inthe legislation of
woman . suffrage ‘which, introduced ]
first in Saskatchewan, hag beén ad-
opted by all-the provinces from. the
Pacific. céast torQuebec.

He was one of the big members of
the«Oppositibn old guard in Saskat- |
chewan, fought a strenuous battle{
under both Hamflton and Willoughby, |
and,- during the last’ ten years;. no
provincial Conservative gathiering was '
complete without him.

—7
CIGAR-MAKERS STRIKE
HAS BEEN SETTLED.

%

Washington, Deci 28.—Settlement
of a strike of 1@00 ecigar-makers in
"Porto Rico; whlﬁl} had  cost the gav-
efnment $700,000 in révenue during
the: four months’ cessation of work,
has ‘been announced by the Depart-'
yment of Labor. A mediator effected.a

lement of wage questmns whlch
Ee%ed tlie strike. \

LcmmmL Dec 27 —TqMcoq ls a nee-
cassity; nat a luxury, de;:lared
‘Rhiondda, the Food Controller, in a
‘stétement published here. “W¢ must.
have tobacco,” he said. “I believe that
(its loss- would be 'a national misfor-
‘tune, It-means much both to the man-
fial. labhorer and to him wha works
Wwith his brains, Men would eat a great
deal more if they did not have tobac-
¢o. I hold that the deprivation of it
would work great discomfort.”

Some - system of’ “rationing’ to-
bacco, however, is forecast by the
newspapers.

TH E‘ KAISER ESCAPED.

Geneva, Dec. 27.—The German/Em-
pevor, returfifng with his staff ‘from
' thet Verdun front, had a Darrow
escape during the reprisal raid of ‘a
British air squadron on Mannheim,
(‘hristmas Hve, accordihg to a’ dis-
\patch from Basil. Only about an hour
earlier 'the: Emperors dpecial train’
feft the station which was partly  de-
stroyed by several bombs. ‘A gection
of the track was torn up, cutting com- }
munlcatlons North.

BALL PLAYERS WANTED
../ TO THROW: GRENADES
Lhmago Dec 28.~—the Brltmi Can-
adian: re¢ruiting mission: hag, issued an
official appedl 'to paseball players ‘to -
enlist because |of their natural ad’apt-l
abﬂl‘ty‘ tof gnenadbthmwlng g

g
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Wiljam Pearson Gun,ny',.'mmm-pab-
lisiier and stationer; the new mem-
ber vof  €anada's ‘War Purchasing
Comnrisslon

determine it

,i

GI“RL BURNED TO DEATH
WHEN' LAMP EXPLODES
Sherbrooke, Que., Dec. 28.— Hiiza-

¢ beth Hawkins, nineteen- years of age,

is dead as a-result of burns received

".when Her clothing' was set on fire by

a lanip explosion. Her father, Wii-
lam Hawkifs, wag badly Dbured
when attempting to save his’ daugh-
ter.

NO RELIEF SUGAR $HORTAGE
New York, Dec. 28—The shortige
in sugar, which has been a feature of

"the closing weeks of the present year,
|'will continue in 1918,

UNITED STATES STRIC;I'LY
NEUTRAL IN RUSSIA

Washington, Dec. 28.—Great. fore-
bearajice and patience will be exer-
cised by the American Government in
dealing with the: chaotic Russian eitu-
ation ‘because it is realized that Ger-
man intrigue, working through thinly
disguised agents withiu the ranks of
the Bolsheviki; is: doing its utmost to
Wring about-a -bréach between . .the |
United Statgs and, Fussia.

It ' is -authoritati etated that
American representativess in Russia,
diplomatic, economic obhera, will
certainly avold any -intepference with
the interna.ﬁgnal policied of the coua-
try nd will b gulded in thelr conduct

strlctoﬁt ruux

“""*’mr 12 men vlm m

. ROB mwmm

Yeggmen Cut Phones Before Loot-}
ing Vault—Overlooked
$25000 in Cash

o

Chicago, Dec. 28.~—The: tollewlng lg

{a summary of-the bank robberies with-

in the last thirty days:
Nov. 27, Windsor Park Bank . § 3;090
Dee. 5, Stockman’s Trust & Sav-
ings Bank -+ 10,600
Dec. 13, LaGrange State Bank 46,730
Dec. 13, Pinkert State Bank,
(Cicero)
Dec. 20; Summit Statve Ba.nk

Total - ...
[ Twentieth century methods, agalnat.
' which even. a twelve inch c'onerete

wall re-inforced with -steel bars prov-{gs

&d futile protection, were employed. by
yeggmen in robbing the Summit State
Bank at!Summit; L, of the pay roll ‘of
the Argo plant of the Corn Products
Refining Company at Chicago, amount-
ing to $30,000 or $35,000, The pay roll
¢ash had been stored in the banhk over-
night. Between $10,000 and $15,000 of
{he ' pay roll and $15,000 in deposit

bokes in the vault which. was lootea | .

was oyerlooked.

Severa
one in the office of the bank; stopped
at 12: 05 a.m; and the pollee belive thé
yeggnlen cut the te!ephane <wires at
that time and began working thefe’
way into the pank: The bxact amount
of the 1oss was not established at once

i put ¢ E. Board, auditor of:the’ balik.
i and S; M. Sayre, superintendent of the

Argo plant, were’soon busy trqug to

Banks S’c,oﬁlred- By
Judge Myers

Decla.res They are Not Showmg
the Right Spirit in Making
Appeals

Winnipeg, Dec 28 —Banks which
are asking for the exemption of their
clerks came in for a severe scoring at
the handg of Judge Myers; in the Bx-
~emption  Appeal Tribunals Thursday
When dounsel for the Bafique d‘Hoch—
elaga appeared to reinforce the av
peal of Joseph Ddchsngau. a - ledger
keeper, the Judge said’

“I don’t suppose this case js any
dureront. from all the /other baﬁik

| art

-]

1 ‘electric clocks; !ncludlné ndance ;
School Nurses. in. mmun: cases of |

time -in. whieh to: edncam a subsmute

in his work. Moody's caié lasted dnly
five minute&

Elght\ Mexvcan
Banchts Killed

Followmg Murdemus ttack an
United Stafés‘mAStage
; in 'l'exas
M‘arta. Téxas, Dec 28—Elsb.t ban¢
its were killed’ Chtlstmas Day. when
ranchers and’ Amierican . cavalrymen
fired on a band of Mexican raiders
aftet’ the Mexlcans had killed Mieh-
sel Welch, driver of a' Unttm States.
gtage and Hhis' two Mexican i)amn
gem and’ hlu} looted the I. O ° te

théofficial report received hers.

and Ameﬁcun cavalrﬂnéﬂ and Texas|.
rangers have héen- m-ougm heré ﬁ'dm
the river front.

*Last night troont maa
Ra!tdm searched the' Rim
trict for: Merddm ot
ers. ‘Reififorcetiefits ~Were" ’Seﬁt“ tr&tn

by Texas |4

mobiles ang | tmtsl
It wa S0 e Vﬁa:

.'.J A

stora-at Candelsra, Texas.’ ’Phls a8 | Cre

Additional” reports of fightiig. be-. :
tween the scattéred bands of handits |

ek dis-'|
tﬁet ra'ld-h 5

here in commandesred clvllian auto-

. bandits’ vervj_’w 25

;it:hodla withont benrln; a ee!tlﬁca.tev

frém the- Heuth Department. He fur-
mshed the names of un children who
have heen on-thé- sick Mst for some
time, a.number ot whom should.. be

{well by now, but who have net vet

been atcounted:for.:

.The original charge by Mr. Davies
was. that ‘the epidemie of chicken-
‘pox in: the: Kast end had originated in
dirty homes of that section. A number
of childrén living * in= thege :homes
‘wére: attendadts of the King George

.| sctiool: at: the time: of the: epidémic,

and ey of them: remsined  &way
from sehvol ot . as long 'as :three
weeks without ‘hdving;their cdasés.in-
vestigdted, < He advotated o ‘mare
rlgld gmt iﬁspewon zt the ‘last
meeting 6f the  Bodrd ny responsi-
bﬂlty,»tél‘ conditions existing im the
3 wu disclgimed by Chairman

. who “stated  that the At-
Gﬂd’er whs héﬁ'ylng olit her
mj.nner

" mebting Tlm‘mh? night
Ghslm:: C‘nghban sald that Mr.
evﬂdently trymg to make

Francisco

my‘ - O'Brien:
The 3 w
,Man.,oawmmwm R.

ing lem 4*130::&6» Wﬁbmt
part in-the.interests:of the Method
chnmh the:em Mts d‘Bﬁeﬂ

ed : for abont three: years:
‘made his homeiat. M tﬁer {
wife he leaves 1o }

Zurlch, Japlg.

infectious diseases. to the ‘Health De-
| partment, formed the chief mpk ot[
discussion- at the meeting. of the
Selioal Board ’l‘hursday,,nkht. Mn
Dévies had been inyited by the Sehool | -
Board to attend the meeting. In. &
letter to that body, the 1 or |

at the lagt meeting of . the Board.
After.a-long discussion the . matter
was disposed .of by the appointment
of a committee to meet Mr; Davies ia
regard te obtaining..-a -clear under<
standing of the duties of the Attend-
ance Officer, the School Nursés and
the Sanita.ry Inspeetor as related to
the gubllca gchools.

Co- openlien Necessary -

In his letter Mr. Davies said that he
hoped @ be able to present gufficient
tacts to.the School Board to inducé it/
to establish. and. maintain’ a- better
gystem. of -co-operatioa. with the. De-
partment of Public Health.. Thig co-
operation is necessary to the-end that
infbctions . - diseases. ‘be prevented

stated that he was unable to attend. gf :
. but replied to the statements mMQ i

among. school’ @lmren. and. that:the

L

%

hev,m. of.the entire e¢ity be thm, gga

-&hobﬁrmm&ymm:sm of

M‘ memmmum to
‘the*néw Board which takes office on
[ Januaty 1st: nv:m&nﬁrmedm;
o&the Bcardwlll boheld Ja.miary 2nd‘

{
=

m:Wlnos on'eneo
FOR APPREHENSION. ;
b os M.L BEOERTERS )

Ottaws; - Dec: 28—~With the calling
upotthgﬁrstduft“xtweek.mag. :
‘measures will' be ta.ken ,against men
who . falled to reglster under. the;
ﬁﬂltary« Service Act, - Announcement
of “reward to any ecivil police - or
peacé ofticer for the apprehension aad
delkvery into military custody of de-
serters or absentees without leave” is

‘| the fotenmner of turther sfeps ‘to

Tenstre all ‘members: of Class One
cﬁﬂ]ﬂm ‘with the law.
+“Instruetions’ foy ‘deeling- with' de-
gerters. and_ absentees without - leave,
‘have béen_ . isaued  and the general
po“or jkbtbrm‘lned Generally speak-
1ag tm“lw five-different groups of
‘mett Wi, from the military- point of
view; May be dealt with as absentees

o

it _v.p_.‘.,__,,\....a.a. \a\-——:




