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ST. JONN'S OPPORTUNITY

That St. John is the master of its own
future as a seaport; that it has natural
advantages unequalled as the win‘ter
outlet for Canada’s vastly increasing
export traffic, and that the lead which
these advantages have given it in the
traffic competition may be increased or
lest entirely accordingly as its facili-
ties keep pace with or fall behind the
demands of transportation—this is the

« emphatie opinion of an unprejudiced

expert whos: interesting and inspirit-

. ing interviews with The Suu. is pub-

Jished on anuther page. ! y

This season, he announces with offi-
cial authority, at least 14,000,000 bushels
of wheat, twice as much as was hand-
led here last year, will seek export
through ' St. John, in addition to the
growing amount of miscellaneous traf-
fic. Next year the demand will. be
greater—and the next year and the
next. Can’ St. John handle it? If so,
its future is assured. If not the trade
will go elsewhere—to Halifax. to Port-
land, to Boston. Traffic is little bound
Ly sentiment or politics, and when it
once gets started dn a certain channel
it wears deep grooves. St. John has the
but let it once fall behind
in the race and it will stay behind.

And Mr. Castle, than whom there is
no better authority in Canada on this
matter, makes it clear that even to
handie this year's traffic St. John must
greatly improve its faoilities. - More
grain storing and carrying capacity
especially is needed at once both on the
west and the east sides of the harbor.
And more berths will soon be required;
more dredging: a deeper and wider
channel; and soon the equipment of the
new harbor in Courtenay Bay with its
wonderful possibilities of expansion.

And all these things—necessary
things if St. John is to develop as a
national port—are impossible for the
city unaided; involve a prohibitive
expenditure. It is easy, of course, to
say that these are national, moras than
lccal, necessities and as suwch must be
provided by the Dominion government
asg a national duty. But the govern-
ment has other and equally important
national dutles, each of them pressed
upon its attention by, vigorous and per-
sistent advocates. If the claims of St.
John.are to receive the atteation they
deserve with the prompiness their
urgency requires, this port also must
have active and influential advocates
at Ottawa.

In this respect St. John is today won-
derfully fortunate in possessing as its
representative at Ottawa. a man who
not only realizes its needs and is eager
to serve-them but who in his capacity
as Minister of Public Works is in a
unique position to secure and to pro-
vide the assistance so pressingly re-
Jquired. But for the fast that he is our.
 member today we would have been
compelled this winter to watch traffic
_drifting away, probably permanently.
None other could have won for this
port, for instance, the consent of the
government to furnish at national ex-
pense the additional .grain carrying
‘\facilities necessary . to. furnish grain
freights for the Allan boats which will.
‘use the new Rodney Slip berth. None
;other would be in 8 position to provide
at once the additional plant similarly
needed in connection with the Inter-
«colonial elevator-and berth. To him we
owe directly the vast work being done
.at the harbor entrance, the new gov-
ernment pier .soon .to  be constructed
and the work being done in Courtenay
Bay preliminary to unforetellable ex-
pansion there. And, with him during
the next.few years at the head of the
Public Works Department, St. John
+has an advantage for the future Iim-
+ possible ‘otherwise, '

In view of all this we submit sincere-
ly and comnfidently to the common-
‘sense of the people of St. John that it
would be insane folly to do otherwise
than to sustain Dr. Pugsley hand-'
somely in: . his - present position;
to send him back to
with an  emphatic

who can aid him in his efforts and,

by freeing his hands from the grind,

of political routine, leave him free toi| $28nada as the party in which lies the

devote his whole time to the manage-
ment of his onerous department upoa
the wise and progressive administra-
«tion of which the advancement of Can-
.ada In general and of St. John in par-
ticular so largely depends.
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MORE ABOUT COLCHESTER

One Counservative journal in its dis-
cussion of the Colchester corruption
has sufficlent faith in the gullibility of
the public to assert that “the whole of
the blame for the scandals which took
place has now been shown to rest on
the shoulders of the man Bayne, who
was not only not a supporter of Mr.
Stanfield, but was not even a member
of the Conservative party.”

In this connection it is enlightening to
quote again a few extracts from the
evidence taken at the trial of this
‘wretched villain Bayne.

One man gwore that ten days before
the election Bayne received from Hali-
fax two barrels of rum.

Another swore that “two or three
nights before the election he got money
from Mr. Bayne—fifteen - dollars, we
were talking about the election. He
was praising up Stanfield.”

Another: “I saw him on nomination
day and got $30 in cash and got a case
of flasks from him. I.got the money
in the Btanley Hotel and the liquor
from him back of the hotel. He want-
ed me to werk for Mr. Stanfield. Ho
said T would *be-with him’ in the elec-
tion.” (

Another:. “I got whiskey twice nomt
ination day. I got 24 béttles. T got
about half dozen bottles from Bayne
at Pive Islands the day before elaction,
. . There was quite a crowd in the
Stanley where I got the whiskey. Me-
Donald was there also dand took all he
could get in his pocket.”

Another: I got some money from
Mr. Bayne in the Stanley. Thers was
a roll of doliars, probably twenty. He
told me to make the hest use of it I
could in Stanfield’s interests. I got a
letter ' from Mr. Hajl, seceretary and
agent of the Coneervative party here,
to Mr. Bayne, I buent.that letter. It

Ottawa:
mandate to,
the government, and to send with him
as his colleague a friend and supporter;

told me to calf on Mr. Bayne. T calied
on Mr. Bayne beonmme 1t was reporied

that dfstriot. T got some liquor from
Mr. Bayne at-Five Istands the day of
the elegtion or the dsy '‘before. "I got
$28 from Mr, Bajne at Five Islands
election day. He said I was to use it.”

And in addition to this it was proven

{also that nearly every witness, after
{ he. was subpoenaed to glve evidence,

was summoned to Trure to meet jin
conference with Mr. Frank Stanfield,
the candidate's brother, and other Con-
servative leaders in thé constituency
and that some at least of the witnesses
were implored “to forget some things,”
one man admitting that he had been
directly asked to perjure himself . by
declaring that he_ had received no
money or whisky.

Here is proof-absolute that Bayne
had practically an unlimited supply of
rum and money; that he was in close
assoclation with the candidate’s chief
agent, who sent venal voters to him
by letter; and that My. Bayne's pur-
pose in distributing his bribes was to
induce men to work and vote for Btan-
field. In view of this any comment on
the quotation at the beginning of this
article would seem to be unnecessary.
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THE CONSERVATIVES AND DR.
: MACRAE

One would have thought that Dr.Mac-
Rae's vigorous criticism of the Minis-
ter of Public Works at the Conserva-
tive cofivention Monday night would
have removed the feeling among his
fellow partisans that he and the Min-
ister are too friendly. But apperently
this is not the case, perhaps because
the candidate over-playedthe part—
did protest too much. At any rate it
was unmistakably evident in the streets
yesterday that the Conservatives were
not only disheartened, but -suspicious,
One janndiced gentleman went so’ far
as to announce frankly the belief that
the Grits had bribed the convention in
Dr. MacRae’s interest—and incidentally
in their own; and there were many
who declared openly their conviction
‘that the success of Dr. MacRae in cor-
ralling the nomination meant not only
Dr. Pugsley’'s certain election in the
City and County, but Dr. Daniel’'s de-
feat in the City also. 3

While we cannot disagree with this
prediction, the ground upon which it
is based seems very unjust to Dr.
MacRae. Surely it is possible for a
man to differ sincerely in politics from
one who is his personal friend and pro-
fessional patron. And if possible for
some men, why not for Dr. MacRae?

e

THE PARTY OF PURITY

In their effort to ward off from their
party the disgrace and opprobrium of
the Colchester debauchery Maritime
Conservatlive papers as g rule have
fixed upon Mr. A, R. Bayne, the ori-
ginator of the “choice tomato” brand

must be thrown overboard with public
ceremony. The Torouto News, a bit
more frank and having fewer local in-
terests to serve, follows the taint far-
ther and puts Mr. Stanfield and his
organization also over the ralll “A
rich candidate here or there will be-
devil an electoral division,” it says.
“Certain ccnstituencies will develop a
corrupt local organization. ., . . The
responsibility lies at the 4door of. the
Conservatives of Colchester who pro-
vided for the distribution of whiskey,

‘money in the interest of the party can-
‘didates.” But the News as well ag its
more unscruputous - confreres in the
Conservative cause, acquits the Con-
servativa party of agny blame—contends
that Mr. Borden’s banner of purity is
not & whit stained by these revelations.

The evidence so far adduced certainly
does not conviet Mr, Borden and his
associate leaders of any direct compli-
city. before the fact, in the Colchester
frauds. But their fulsome acceptance
of Mr. Stanfield's election, thus won,
asg g victory for cjean politics and good
government; their acceptance of him
as a member of -their clan, and their
failure to repudiate him or to condemn
the practices which élected him must
convict them In the < public mind at
least as accomplices after the fact—as
compounders = of felony and, willing
sharers in-the profits’ thereof. - The
rampant corruption by which the, Col-
chester . electorate was ' debauched
is bad enough, but not so_utterly evil
as the wretched hypocrisy which cloak-
ed its practice under the ‘pledge of
purity and which leads the Conserva~
tive party, in spite of these exposures,
#till 'to masqguerade as the party of
‘purity—still to appeal to the people of

only hope of political reform.

IN CHARLOTTE

The nomination of William ¥. Todd
by the Liberals of Charlotte means a
battle royal in that fine old fighting
ground. Mr. Ganong is deservedly
popular and a very hard man to beat,
but it is well known that he is tired
of the political game and wants to be
‘quit of it. If he goes into this cam-
paign it will be with but half a heart
and ‘practically under compulsion. Mr.
Todd, on the other.hand, stands fully
as. high in popular esteem‘as his op-
ponent. This is not his first essay in
politics. In ’99 he ran as a Liberal in
the provineial election, leading the vie-
torious ticket handsomely and defeating
the present Svrveyor-General by near-
‘ly 500 majority. Though he retired from
the fleld in 1802 he has kept continually
in touch with politics and there is no
distriet of the county where he iz not
favorably known, Adding to Mr. Todd's
personal strength the fart that Char-
lotte .county has recently developed
anibitions which need for their further-
ance the. sympathetic co-operation of
the federal government. conditions ap-

| pear highly prepitious for a change In

its Ottawa.representation.

THE CONSERVATIVE CONVEN-
TION

The ‘nomination of Dr. A’ W. MacRae
as the Conservative candidate for the
City and County is a decided surprisa.
Though he was an open applicant and
am active worker for the position the
forees opposed to him seemed -mo
strong’ that ' his defeat in the
conventionl' = wag - considered  vcertain.
A month “or s0 ago his aspiretions
were ridiedled. “Then as the vtronger
men refused to run—first Mr. W. H.
Thorne, then Mr. W. S, Fisher, then
Mr. H, A. Powell—and the contest
dwindled. down to him and Mr. W, F.
Hatheway his’chances looked better;
but: the  fact that- Alderman Baxtor,
himself a prospective candidate, had

he weas ‘the men behimd thie gus’ for .

{ tions may not in any way affect Dr.

of election booze, as the Joneah who

and sanctioned the expenditure of |

withdrawn frem the fleld in fawvor of
Mr. Hatheway with the undswtanding
with the maehine that he should sue-
csad té Mr. Hatheway's place om the
provincial ticket was generally consid-
ered fatal to Dr. Maczias's hopes, That
he won out sgwitw! tiis ‘combingtion |
is due partly to his peiso-met and vig
orous canvass and (« & ¢ psesonal influ-
ence ‘with certain ‘socisties of whioh
hie'is a prominent member, and partly,
perhaps, to a growing fesling of re-
sentment among the ramk' ang file
against the effort of a few self-consti-
tuted leaders of the party to run things
their own way, 4

With what spirit his nomination will
be accepted by the opposing influences
and the party at large remains to be
seen.’ His majority was very narrow-~
only two in a total vote of 186—and it
was obvibus at “the convention last
night that the friends of Mr. Hathe-
way were nct disposed to receive the
result complacently.  The hisses and in~
terruptions with which Dr, MacRae's
Speech of acceptance was greeted by’
many of the delegates did not indlcate
that unanimous enthusiaem which is
usually congidered the due of & candi-
date on the eve of a hard campaign.
A man of forceful personality, a man
who cculd compel the confidence even
of those in his party who had opposed
his nomination, could possibly heal
these différences before” polling day,
particularly if there were any prospect
of victory.. But .in'the existing cir-
cumstances, with Dr. MacRae leading
an admittedly impossible fight against

doubtful if sufficient interest can be ex-
clted to unite the discordamt factions
even temporarily.

But since the Conservatives have con-
sidered it advisable, from'a standpoint
of general party tactics, to present oppo-
sition’ to the Minister, we are glad of
Dr. MacRae's nomination, accepting it
a8 a guarantee, if not of a purely for-
mal contest, at least of one conducted
fairly and in a friendly manner on both
sides. Dr. MacRae is a gentleman of
ability and .considerable culture to
whom the rough-and-tumble vicious-
ness of the ecampaign his party is
cdarrying on in some constituencies
must be distasteful. Moreover he is a
friend and close professional associate
of Dr. ‘Pugsley, of whose great ability
he has_frequently expressed frank ad-
miration and whose personal legal
business he has handled for several
years, Only during the past few
weeks he has acted as Dr. Pugsley's
lawyer in the suits which the Minister
instigated against Mr. John McKane
and The Telegraph. While these rela-

MacRae’s party loyalty they should
certainly serve to mitigate the acous-
tomed asperities of a political fight in
this .« constituency, umnless perhaps—
which we would consider unlikely—Dr.
MacRae’s consciousness of these rela-
tions and his fear lest his palitical
friends = might misinferpret them
should lead him, for the sake of ap~-
pearances, to inject into the campaign
- bitterness which he does not feel,

MR. EMMERSON AND THE 1.C.R:
BRANCHES

Referring with approval to the fed-
eral government’s movement for the
acquisition’ of the Intercolonial feeder
lines The Montreal Herald pays a
handsome tribute to Hon. H. R. Em-
mergon as the man who griginated this
policy” and decided the government in
its favor. “That a public man can in-
fluence the policy of the country. with-
out being a member of the cabinet has
been repeatedly demonstrated in re-
cent years,” says ~The Herald, ‘but
verhaps never more strikingly than in
this frank adoption by Hon. Mr, Gra-
ham, Minister of Railways, of the pol-
icy presented to the House of Com-
mons' by Hon. Mr. Emmerson in his
-capacity as a private -member. The
speech in which Mr. Emmerson advo-
¢ated the incorperation-into-the Inter-
colonial Railway ef the various pri-
vately owned lines which serve wus
feeders to it was one of the really no-
ticeable utterances of the sesssion, but
like: a good many other subjects de-
serving of vonsideration its importance
was soon submerged in the flood of’
obstructionist oratory with which the
opposition prolonged the session. Af-
ter mature consideration, Mr. Graham
has adopted the essential part of Mr.
Emmerson’s plea, which was that if
a system of branch lines was cen-
ducive to the effective working of the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific’
systems it would surely be conducive
1o the effective working of the govern-
ment lines also, but only if conducted
under the conditions as to economy of
operation add effectiveess of initiattive
which an’organic union could alone
make possible, Three of the best men
available have been commissioned to re-
port upon the condition of the feeder
lines, ‘and there can be hardly a doubt,
thanks mainly ty his own advocacy,
that Mr. Emmefsdh’s favorite project
will very shortiy be realized.”

&

THE MAN FOR KINGS-ALBER’I’

The  Liberals of Kings-Albert have

chosen as their eaptain in the federsl
campaign a first ‘class fighting' man
with & clean and honorable record, and
in so doing have placed their oppon-
ents at a distinet disadvantage. They
are in a position to appreal not only to
the friends of good and progressive
government, but to all honest men, re-
gardless of politiés, in the interest of
the honor and decency of Canadian
public life.

Small “wonder that a spirit of con-
fidence pervaded'the convention which
nommated Dr. ‘D. H. McAlister at
Sussex yesterday—confidence founded
not only on their cause but on the
character of their candidate. The is-
sues today are vyastly different from
the issues which dominated the prov-
incial contest six months ago. While
Liberals then were divided in their
opinion of the ‘merits of the provincial
government and of the justice of its
claims upon party support, there is to-
@ay no difference nor room for differ-
ence regarding Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
‘his  claims. In this fight Libsrals
stand’ together enthusiastically. And
while in the proviacial election Iib-
erals were forced by honest conviction
to side with Consérvatives, today the
bitter element among the Conserva-
tives are forced by their own sense of:
decency and by their desire to uphold
the honor of their party and their con-
stituency to vote with the Liberais.
So the situation is almost precisely ve-
versed; and we are confident that the
result: will- be reversed. and. that af-

ter polling day Kings-Albert. will have
a representative in parliament of whom

the Minister of Publle Works,” it 1

its peepls may be proud instead of
ashamed ?

Bven against an opponent whose rec-

ord was clean; who had never barterefl

his infhsemce:as a member of parka-
menk for secret favors from railway

corporations; - who had never so mis-

heasdisd trust funds as to be openly
0‘3& with swiudiing by the head of
a fraternal insurance organization; who
hed newer been accused of cheating by
his own assoclates, who hiad so. con-
ducted Mmself as te win public respect
instead of disgust, Dr.,McAlister’s abil-
ity and personal poputarity would make
fiim a darigerous antagonist in Kings-
Albert. In his fifst eampaign, which
he enteréd as a man almost unknown
to the greatsr part of the constituency,
he made friends so rapidly that he led
his ticket. And Be has been growing in
popular estesm since. Hd is known as
an fhonest man, a good friend and a
g004d sportsman, and as an active work-
er who can be depended upon to do his
constituency valuable service—some-
thing that George Fowler has signally
failed ‘to do. During the last term
Fowler's name has not been connected
with one item of useful legislation. He
has dome absolutely mnothing in  the
House except throw indefinite slander
at better men—including members of
his own party, Col. Sam Hughes for
instance—and very little outside save
to. use his parliamentary position to
feather his own nest,. It is surely time
for a change,

Sndhd.
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THE |,C:R, BRANCHES

The decisfon of the Dominion govern-
ment to progeed with the absorntion
of the Intercolonial branch lines indi-
vidually, considering -each line on its
merits through the eyes of an expert
commission, and acquiring only those
which can be secured on terms ‘war-
ranted by their actual value and their
usefulness as feeders of the main line
will appeal to business men as emin-
ently serviceable and business-like.
It emphasizes again the fact that the
government proposes to operate the In-
tercolonial on a strictly business basis.
Mr. Emmerson’s persistent and irre-.
sistible argument has convinced the
ministers of the public utility of his
policy for the broadening of the Inter-
colonial's Jease of traffic supply in the
Maritime Provinces, but their responsi-
bility to the people in whose interests
the road was bullt and.is operated for-
bids them to enter upon so extensive
& project blindfold. Politically it might
have been more effective at this time
to proclaim a general scheme of ab-
sorption, but from 'a public standpoint
this policy of taking wup each road
separately and accepting or rejecting
it as a pamnt of the system after ex-
pert investigation of its worth is un-
questionably the bettern and the more
prudent, iy

And as far as. New Brungwick is con-
oerned .the effect. will he substantially
the same. The provincial inguiry con-
ducted last year into the condition of
the nine branch railways in. this pro-
wvince—~Caraquet and Gulf Shore, Kent
Northern, Beersville, Buctouche and
Morncton; N.:Bi and P. E, I, Salisbury
and Harvey, Eilgin and Havelock, St.
Martins; York and /Carleton—showed
that nearly all of them; even under ex-
isting -conditipns, were more than pay-
ing  their way,“d#nd that all of them.
with Improved? eqadpment and under
progressive mgmagement, could ibe
made  ‘profitable” propositions. Both
passenger and’freightt traffic on these
linés has developed ‘femarkably in the
last ‘few years. The number of pas-
sengers carried has ‘increased in the
last five years from 22 per cent, to 158
per cent. and freight has increased 18
per cent. The Kent Northern and
York and Carleton: show an unusual
increase. The gross earnings show an
increase of "21 ‘per c¢ent. over 1901
Operating expefises on all lines excent
two have increased considerably in five
years. ‘'This:Has > kept net earnings
down; but stil]l thereds a‘'gratifying in-~
crease; In 1901 gix out of the nine
branches showed a deficit. In 1906 the
condition 'was reversed. -In 1901 deficits
:of - the mnine’braniches ‘were $8764. In
1008 the surpluses were $10,650.
© Prom 1901 ¢¥o 1908 irclusive the report
of the provincial commissioners showed
that 419,893 passengens were carried on
the nine branch lines. Not one of these
was: killed and only two injured. Six
of the nine branch trains had no accl-
dents. This is a remarkable showing
and speaks volumes for the safety of
travelling on these roads. From 1901
to 1906 there. were 1,097,218 tons of
freight carried by these - braneh- rail~
ways.

mrmespmn)

As the oprovineial commissioners
pointed out im-their report, when it is
considered that nearly all this freizht,
amounting to more than a million tons
in sixty cars, an@ a large per cent. of
the 419,893 passengers were carried
over the Intercolonial Railway in going
to and coming from the branch lines,
and that in nearly all cases the Inter-
colonial gets,a long haul for this traf-
fic we begin o realize the value of
business that these branch lines as
feeders give to the I. C. R. And apart
from their value as feeders these lines
have been of incalculable benefit to the
localities which they serve and to the
province at large. Their successful
operation is of great benefit to the peo-
ple of the province and any money
which- has been put into them by the
“government in the way of subsidies has
been much more than repaid in the in-
creased value of propérty in the dis-
tricts which they serve, and the en-
larged business and prosperity of the
country at large. And there is no rea-
sonable doubt that the improvement
in equipment and management conse-
quent to their organic connection
with the main line would immeasurably
increase their value both to the Inter-
colonial and to their communities,

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
BRANCH LINES

“There is no straightforward declara-
tion from Sir Wiifrid Laurier or any
of his Ministers that they favor acqui-
sition of the branch lines™ amys the
-Moneton Times.

Aside from the. significance of the re-
cently appdinted Commissian to in-
vestigate the value of the brarich lines
preliminary to. the acquirement of such
as can be made a ‘profitable section of :
the Intercolonial, we respectfully refee
the Times to the following ‘quotations
from the ofticial report of the Debates
-t the ¥House .of Commons in disproof
of .itx assertion.

——

Cn July 1¢ last, replying to a ques-
tion froms Mr. Emmersop, 8ir Wilfrid
Laurier said: *“I belleve that in this
matter, and I think everybody will
agree with me, if the Intercolonial were
under privaie management all these
feeders which are now merely branch
liines would have been acquired by the
company and would be a part of the
system at this moment. * * * * As

long as there lacks such a union be-.

tween the trunk line and the feeders
there must be an unsatisfactory con-
dition of things to the people of the
Maritime Provinces.”

Supplementing this eon the following
day, Hon. Mr, Graham, Minister of
Railways, made precisely the same
statemsnt as the Premier, that if the
Intercolonial Raiiway had been ruan on
purely business lines many of the
branch lines would Iong ago have been
absorbed,. *“If, in- the Maritime Prov-
inces,”” he added, ‘‘keen competition
should arise with the- Intercolonial
ailway, we might wake up some morn-
ing possibly to find that snother line
had the brarch lines. This is a large
question, it affects Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Quebee. In all there
are in the rajlways that would be
called branches about 1,200 miles. * *

* % In short this is what I propose
to do in order to get the information
that would be a basig to work it on,
it will be necessary to aseertain the
length of each line, the amount of its
traffic, its revenue, expenditure, rolling
stock and the probability of the de-
velopment of business along the line.

¢ *¢ * During the recess I propose
to have such an investigation made.”

Speaking - to the same question
on the game day, ~Hon, ~Mr.
Pugsley said: ‘“The Canada Eastern
has proved to be a valuable feeder of
the Intercolonial, and I personally have
felt, and I have not changed my views
in that respeect, that it would be in the
interests of the public and to the ad-
vantage of the Intercolonial Railway
to have it considered by an expert
whether all: the branches in New
Brunswick, Nova' Scotia and Quebec
would be likely to prove valuablo
feeders to the Ihtercolonial if taken
over. * * ® * T feel that he (the
Minister of Railwdys) desires to obtain
the fullest possible information, and I
can say for one that I am satisfied that
the informaiion which he will obtain
will convince Yim that it will be not
only in the interests of the Maritime
Provinces, in the interests of the Prov-
ince of Quebee, in the interests of the
country, but also in the interests of
the Intercolonial Railway itself that
he should: adppt the policy which has
been. adopted universally by all th#
great trunk lines in the country, that
is to acquire all these branches which
will prove valuable feeders to the In-
tercolonial Railway and increase its
{raffic and 1ts earning power.”
‘There is a straightforward declara-
‘tion from Sir Wilfrid and two of his
Ministers, the Ministers whose word
will decide the action of the govern-
ment in this matter, in favor of the
acquisition, not of every line of rail-
way thai happens to connect with the
Intercolonial, but of every such line
whose aequisition can be justified upon
business grounds. And surely no rea-
sonable man could ask more than this.
If the governmcnt had come out flat-
‘footed with a policy:for purchasing all
the branches, regardless of their worth
and condition, none would be more
eniphatic than’' The Times in denounc-
ing the proposition as a piece of poli-
tieal graft—and not without justifica~
tion. . 'That the:! government has de-
clined to go into this matter blindfold,
has enterad upon it in this eminently
sengible and business-like way, must
be accepted by sensible and business-
like folk as an evidence of the honesty
of its intentions.

THAT COLCHESTER PURITY

“If Mr. A. R. Bayne of Colchester
thought he could promote the interests
of the Conservative party by distribut-
ing liquor among the eleotors he was
greatly mistaken,” says The Mail and

‘Empire; “Such conduot weakens the

party, ‘and makes the work of reform
all the more difficult.”

We have perused this paragraph with
pained surprise. Surely our saintly

‘coritemporary dees not intend to admit
<that the Conservative panty was an ac-

complice in this scoundrel’'s shocking
villainies. Only a few days ago it as-
sured the public that ‘“nobody asked
Mr. Bayne to pass whiskey or rum or
money among the electors.” And if, as
we infer from this assurance, the un-
speakable  Bayne passed 'around bis
own boodle and booze at his own ex-
pense and upon hig own initiative, how
can his conduct ‘““weaken the party?”

Rather we should expect that the
party’s. obvious ill-feeling toward this
reptile -Bayne, since’ he was found out,
would strengthen if in the public mind.
Did not the panty, at the outset of the
campaign, adopt a purity pledge so
sweeping and stringent in its provis-
jons that we cannot forbear to publish
it- herewith as an exemplar and model
for all political organizations:

“Whereas the laws of this country
for the prevention ©f corrupt practices
and other illegal acts at elections have
provided ‘severe penalties and impris-
onment for the commission of the fol-
lowing offenses: @Giving or receiving
bribes, treating (whether intoxicating
liquors or other refreshments), intimi-
dation, hiring of teams for voters, pay-
ment of travelling expenses of voters,
personation, subornation of personation
and perjury:

‘“Therefore resolved, that we con-
demn the commission of any of the
above offenses and that we each and
every one of us pledge ourselves t6 use

_every energy to prevent the commis-

sion of any of the above offenses at
any election contest in this country.

‘“Further resolved, that we devote
our zeal and our energy to the detec-
tion of any person committing any of
the above offenses and we pledge our-
selves to prosecute to the full extent of
the law any person deteoted commit-
ting any of the above corrupt prac-
tices.”

Did not Mr. Stanfield in his card to
the electors say: "I endorse now as I
did then this resolution and will do all
in my power to see that it is carried
Into effect during fhe present cam-
paign?”*

Did not Mr. Bordeén, the pure and

‘peerless leader, himself hail Mr. Stan-

fleld’s ‘election ‘as’ ' gréat vietory for
good government?

‘Why, in such circumstances, shoul
‘the irresponsible iniquities of this
wretched Bayne “‘weaken the party?’
What can the people expect? What
more could the party have done? Who
can doubt, in the face of this solemn
resolution and in-spite of the sworn

evidence of a dozen witnesses, that any
Conservative in Colchester “used every
energy 10 prevent the commission of

every Conservative devoted his ‘‘zeal
and energy to the detection ‘of any per-
son committing any of the above of-
fenses?” e 3

Some skeptice may urge perhaps that
there is ground for suspicion in the
close -association’ between Mr. Stan-
fleld’s brother and official agents and
this miscreant Bayne who peddled
whiskey by the ‘barrel and money by
the grip-full among the innocent elec-
tors, and whe may question (the mo-
tives of Mr. W. B. A. Ritchie, Mr. Bor-
den’s first lieutenant in Nova Scotia, in
striving ‘so hard to choke off the evid-
ence in the Bayne trial. But it is im-
possible to satisfy everybody. In poli-
ties particularly there are bound to be
some who seb evil in everything—even
in a “choice tomato” can.

TARIFF AND TAXATION

Passing lightly over the fact that the
Conservative party during its term ef
office increaséed the public debt $118-
000,800, while* the Liberal government,
in 3pite of the tramendous public works
it' heas undertaken, has only increased
the debt by $19.000,000, the Montreal
Gaszette roundly condemns the Liberals
for increasing the hurden of taxation.
“In twelve years,” it says, “the Lau-
rier government has oollected $64,615,362
more In taxation tham the Conserva-
tives collected in eighteen.””

And this from a journal pledged to
high protection. The great bulk of
what The Gezette describes as taxa-
tion is raized by means of the tariff.

considerably higher than it is today.
The Gazette and its fellow apostles
openly preach an incresse in the tariff
to the old rates or higher. But if the
old tariff rate were imposed upon the
present volume of dutiable imports,
the revenue must proportionately in-
crease, and hence the taxation. Or, if
the tariff were so high as to prevent
imports in certain lines, the manufac-
turers of those lines would raise their
prices accordingly and the people would
be taxed just the same.

As a3 matter of fact the rate of taxa~
tion is lower in Canada today than
ever before. That the revenue has in-
creased in spite of the reduction of the
rate is due entirely to the greater pros-
perity of the people, and hence to their
‘greater purchasing power. If the peo-
ple felt the burden which causes these
Conservative journals such woerry, the
power to lighten it lies easily in their
own hands. The reduction of the
revenue of the current year, due to the
temporary financial stringency, is evi-
dence of this. Feeling the need for
economy they are buying fewer foreign
luxuries and so are cutting down their
own taxation. .Aand any time they feel
overtaxed they have the same remedy.

e ot s

TO THE UNKNOWN MANY:

———
I raise no glass to the man whose fame
Has spread from coast to coast,
Whose talents have served to place his
name:*
With those men honor most,

My toast is not for the lady fair,
Whose grace and charming ways
Have set men marvelling everywhere

And won her kindly praise.

I raise no glass to the hero. who
Has won deserved. applause,
‘Who; has -dene as the brave alome
do :
In a daring, righteous cause,

may

I drink no health to the one whose
voice
Mankind shall ne’er forget,
‘Whose genius has made the world re-
joice
And left it in her debt.

I raise my glass to the silent hords,
Spread o’er the world’s expanse,
To ihe unknown many who might have
soared," '
But never had a chance.
—A non.

-

AUGUST 1S FLEETING
Green in. the valley and blue on the
hill, :
And brown in the flelds near by,
A quiver of head when the wind is
still,
A Bob White whistle, strong and shril),
And a distant, sweet reply.

A locust sings me a warm, dry song,
As he sits on 4 tassel of corn;
And the dust is deep and the spider
lines strong,
And the seconds ate pushing the min-
utes along,
For the hours are weary and.worn.

The glorious blue of the summer sky

Is changed to a hazy grey,

And“a lonely white cloud goes a-float-

ing by,

And Mother Breeze nods with a hals-
closed eye

‘While her children, the.zephyrs, ‘play.

I lie ‘neath a tree in a shady hook,
By a Qrowsy, murmuring stream,
And -1 .list2n and think and at times
give a logk 4
At the pages and lides of z lazy o018
book
Ti!l the words fade away in a dream,

TO THE WISE—A BARGAIN.

Baid the Slumchild to'the Wise—

To the pegple of place and power
Who govern and guide the hour,

To the people who write and teach,
Ruling out thought. and speech, -
And all the Captains and Kingy
Who ¢ommand the making of things—
“Give me the good ye know,

That I, the Child, may grow!

Light, for the whole day long,

Food that is pure and strong, |
Housing and clothing fair,

“Clear water and clean air, ;‘..‘

Teaching from day to day, v
And_ room—for a child to play!” %

Then the Wise made answer cold:"

“These things are not given, but sold.

They shall be yours today >
If you can pay.”

“Pay!” said the Child. * ?
What can I do? T ot
Only in years’ slow length :, * '
Shall T have strength. P

I have not power non.skit’, i K
Wisdom, nor wit, nor will—. . ;
What service weak and. wila .t °
Can you ask of g lttle child?"

But the Wise made answer bold:
“Goods must be bought and so'd;
You shall have nothing here

Without paying—paying dear!"
And the Rulers turned away, ;

any of the above offenses” or that’

Under Conservative rule the tariff was |

ville, N. B,

But the Child cried on them: “Stay!
Wait! I will pay!

“For the foulness where I live,
Filth in return I give,

For the gresd trat withholds my right,
Greed that shall shake your might,
For the sin I'live in and leard,
Plentiful sin I retus,

For my lack in home and snhowey,
Ignorahce comes.to . rule,

From where I sicken and die,
Disease in your homes shall le,
My all uncounted death

Shall choke your children’s breath,
Degenerate—crippled—base—

I degrade the human race;

And the people you have made-~
These shall makg you afraid!

“I ask no more. T take
The terms you make;
And steadily, day by day,
I will pay.”
—Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
Public.
e ———
PLAINT,
— e
Backward, turn backward, O Time,
in thy flight!
Give us an auildless day and a night
Give .up a “yellow” sans headlines to
. scan, , L
A rust!cless skirt and a hustleless man,
A babe tedgy-bearless, a microbeless
kiss,

A fistic fight fakeless, a straight-front-
less miss,

A giggless school-gir], and—better than
that!—

A shummer—clad college man wearing &
hat! é .
I know, Father Time. thaf I'm -asking
too much, ’
But turn to a day ere &inmer was
lunch,

8Swing back to an age peroxideless for
hair— ’

An eon ore ‘“rats” made their rendez-

. vous there—

"And old-fashioned breakfast withéut
Shredded Hay, |

K season when farmers went whine-
less a day, . =

A burg moving-pictureless—ah, twhat a
treat! i .

A gumless-girl town, ahd & trolleylesy
street; i ’

I'm asking tco much, but I pray, Dad~

dy Time,

For days when a song had Toth sub-

stance and rhyme!
—September Bohemian Magazine,

in The
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WANY ENTRIES FOR
THE  CHATHAM RACES

Will-Be-Sure and Estell Boy

Enter the 2-17 Trot
and Pace

CHATHAM, Sept, 1.—The following is
& list of entries for the races to be held
at Chatham Sept. 16, 17 and 18:

2 240 class, trot, stake $300.

“Bthel-T. G. Wilsoh Bteflhrton N."8,
Jack Wilkés—Thomas Holmes, Fred-

ericton, N. B.

‘Wherle—Springhill stables.

Maids King—M. ¥, Ronan, Antigo-

nish, N, S. 3 )
Anita—Frank Boutiller, Hailifax, N.

S.

King Arion—H, A. Gibson, Marys-

ville, N. B.

2.26 class, trot and pace, $300.
Gypsy Brazillan—G. B. Feawick, Sus-
sex, N. B. ;

Ollie Online—Nat McNair, River Loui-

son, N. B. y

Violet R.—W. G. Fenwick, Bathurst,

N. B.

Allie 'W.—Springhill stables, “* -

Orphan Girl—Frank Boutiller, Hali

fax, N. S.

Blomidon—Springhill stables,
2.17, trot and pace, $300,"

Will , Be Sure—Nat McNair,

Louison, N. B.

Bessie Patchen—Springhill stables.

Major Wilkes—Frank Boutiller, Hali=

fax, N. S. :

. Estil Boy—Springhill stables,

Meadowvale—H. A. Gibson, zmairys—-

River

Three minute, trot and pace, $200.
Little Maud—Edith Hinton, Bathurst,
N. B. (AR
Bonnie Stride—Bridgetown, N. B.
Billy the Kid—L. W. Strang, Chat-
ham, N. B.

Baby L.—Charles Henry,
N, B.

Earl Grey—W. F, Feanwick, Bathurst,
N. B.. . ;
Little Fleet—E, R. Shirley, Bathurst,
N. B.

Kamaris—Peter Archer, Chatham, N.

Chatham,

B.
Torbrook Junior—W. B. Snowball,
Chatham, N. B. .

Jennie Willet =« William
Bryenton, N. B.

Margaret Chimes—Nat McNair, Rive
er Louison, N. B.

2.20, trot and pace, $300.
Meadowvale—H. A. Gibson, Marys-
ville, N. B.

Axbell—Thomas Holmes, Fredericton,
N. B.

Miss Kadmos—Springhill stables,
Estll Boy—Springhill stables.
Buchanan—Frank Boutiller, Halifax
N. 8.

Daisy Wilkes—H. O’Neill, --Bathurst,
N. B.

Jllie Online—Nat
Louison, N. B, .

2.30, trot.and pace, $300.
l‘:aBybreak—F. Willlamson, Bathurst,
N. B.

Tattam—Frank Boutiller, Halifax, N.

Bryenion,

MceNair , River

8.
NV!;let R~W. G. Fenwick, Bathurs,
NE.*!!.l'l Grey—W. G. Fenwick, Bathurst,
B .
Allie W.—Springhil stables.
. Blomidon—Springhill stables.
Bessie Pardner—J. S. Allen, Frederic-
ton, N. B.

S§TAY DOWN OR COME UP.

Your stomach needs attention when
you can’t tell what it is going to do.
‘When overcome with nausea, headacha
and billousness, al you want is ten
drops of Nerviline. Its soothing action
on the stomach and its help to diges-
tHon is simply wonderful. Test a 25o.

‘bottle of Polso’s Nerviline yourseif.

.
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