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pbucry IN insurance cases. •
hat week we published an extract from the 
rct of the New York Board of Fire Un- 

jj ■liter». which furnished some statistics of 
# character. Thirty-two per cent,
of Ijtt are the result of design on the part 
„f the insured or the direct act of the incen- 

i geren millions nine hundred and 
thousand dollars were paid for losses

n__ ) i„ the city of New York during the
Imt 13$ years, by the incendiary ! The returns 
fnm the Insurance Companies lately laid be­
fore the Dominion Parliament indicate losses 
it6$ l-$th percent, of the premiums. How 
much of the losses were the result of design 
we ire unable to say, but it may be assumed 
that the per centage in Canada "fully equals 
that of New York ; in fact some plice it much 
higher. However that may be, there is not 
the slightest doubt that our Insurance Com­
panies suffer greatly from the crime of in­
cendiarism. 16 e have noticed by the law 
«ports that some of onr judges lean strongly 
against Insurance Companies in the allowance 
ef everal pleas, by way of defence, to actions 
on policies. Of course some Companies may 
abuse their privileges, and bring discredit on 
their fellows, but there is no reason why all 
should suffer for the misconduct of one, or 
that a criminal should gain advantage by 
being aided in his attempt to secure the 
price of his crime. If arson and incendiar­
ism are to be put down, the only way of doing 
it is by an union between the honest portion 
of the community and the Insurance Com­
panies. Juries must be taught to feel that 
prejudice against Companies in favor of 
claimants is the shield in only too many cases 
of the criminal. Insurance Companies must 
combine to track out the incendiary, and by 
joint action secure his conviction. The law 
must be so amended as to narrow the circle 
within which the criminal can move with 
impunity.

A move is being made in the direction last 
indicated, and it is likely we shall have a 
provision in our criminal law which will 
enable a company to prosecute for perjury 
where a proper case can be made out.

Case after case has conic up in which there 
is no doubt that premises have been tired in­
tentionally, but evidence sufficient to convict 
esnnot be brought forward ; whereas facts 
m*y be shown sufficient to sustain an indict­
ment for perjtn y in respect of the declarations 
of loss. The Act now before the Senate re­
specting offences has been amended in Com­
mittee so as to embrace tha following excel- 
Wat provision :—

Any affirmation, affidavit, or declaration 
■squired by any Fire, Life, or Marine Insu- 
**®be Company, authorised by law to do bu- 
■°*e in Canada, in regard to my lose of

property or life insured or assured therein, 
may be taken before any Commissioner au­
thorised by any of her Majesty’s Superior 
Courts to take affidavits, any Justice of the 
Peace, or before any Notary Public, for any 
Province in the Dominion, and any such of­
ficer as is hereby required to take such affir­
mation, affidavit or declaration. Any person 
knowingly, wilfully and corruptly making 
any affirmation, affidavit or declaration re­
quired by any Fire, life, or Marine Insurance 
Company authorised by law to do business in 
Canada, c1 aiming to be entitled to any Insu­
rance money in respect of any loss of projerty 
or life insured or assured therein, or on be­
half of any jwrson making such claim con- 
taining any false statement of fact, matter, 
or thing, in regard t> such lots of property, 
or life, shall be guilty of wilful mid corrupt 
perjury, and shill be liable to be imprisoned 
in the Penitentiary for any term not exceed­
ing fourteen years, and not less than two 
years, or to be imprisoned in any other gaol 
or place of confinement for any term less thim 
two years, and to pay such tine as the Court 
may award.

Insurance Companies will see the propriety 
of framing the conditions on their polkies so 
as to utilize this enactment.

prowcntvd vigorously. Nearly $20,0 » of the 
stock has been plwcribed, $14,000 his 1 ten taken 
in part payment of the land, sai $3 t,0iW will 
now be placid on the market, sad a i savsm for 
subscriptions made. It is intended to commence 
operations verv soon ; we shall watch t if pngrem 
of the rnterjiriae with much interest. |

IMITATING THE CURRENCY.

An objectionable practice oltains to some extent 
among patent medicine dealers ami others, of get­
ting nn on imitation of . bsnk bill, and circulating 
it as an advertising dodge. We are not aware 
of anv cases of swindling in this connection here; 
Imt in the American cities, there are numerous 
instance, in which the ignorant and unwary have 
been entrapped into taking three imitations for 
raonrv. For instance. . party of -old,era purchased 
fifty dollars worth of wine with a “ Mu.tang uni­
ment" note; a New Mexican arid a horae for forty 
dollars, receiving the “greeuUck of a cominer- 
cial house in payment, sod did not drecover In,

error till too late. ,
We contend that this is not • legitimate way of

advertising, ami ought to bo discouraged.

GALWAY Min.no Cui.rANT.-Wc understand
that this company » pushing on v.gonrously

\ Miecimcn of gal.na, of great parity, has bet u 
tul to the office of thi- journal for exhibition, 
and we .lull have gnat plecaure in -bmitUng,

SSrSFssrrnt
, r m,r correspondents to the scene of

*n<l one °f Ll, M tbe development of that 
op rations erc ft ttttraf importance to the 
mining region »
country at Urg»-

Ontario Peat CourANT.-Some clungre have j 
l«n made in the arrangements of this Co“’P“£ ! 
iTd wTare assured thst the undertaking will be ,

Insurance Agents is the citi.% tnw«? and vil* 
lagra, of the Dominkm. would oblige u^by fursiah. 
ing, i.t onr ripe nee, the particular* 
their respective localiti'i, either by ( 
graph. It is difficult to get stiiflj reliable 
information of this kind, ao that _ 
adjwtcra would rdnfrr upon us a faeof-whieh we 
would bo 1 nippy to reroguir-' in a sab tantial way 
—and also do their own and other c^mpani* as 
important service, by complying with this request.

_The steamer Orteian struck ou
in the Oilar Raphti, St Uwrew* 
Tuesday ; it b fiared she will prove i 
A telegram leys “ her bottom b out. 
$50,060, insured for $40,000, in the 
ries for $5,000, also in the Home, 
Hartford, end Security fur 
hare not aacertoioed.

Split Reek, 
Hirer, eu 
total lem. 
Valued at

The Insurance Companies' Bet 
laid before Parliament; the totals i 

Premiums.
F:_ 1,000,000S '-;- , teoo.ow
ïîme............ '-W0OO

,065.000
250,000
«1,000

majority Cf
■111 panics are 

a" statements.

life insurance

Bailor ef tie Cmadiaa Hoedary

; Life insurance, m w old
legitimate modes of I*oW*$$. J u!£, U now hawàly rev,ring
thoughtful ami prudent “ iito “xb^T:
officia are every day
many holding out inducement. “
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that, in one or two, ririjljrejP* »hat jj policy-
ribw the time of
bolder, derive cqusl “J^J^fo-holden tsk- 
entrance, m^emt of the «uure Pmw -

----the iiifumt enuraiy es—
dit ions which piece tu„ most unper-
mcn-y of tbe briw«
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