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The Villian of Many a Tragedy
The Fly and Infantile Paralysis

By Thomas D. Wood. M.D.

While much is yet to he learned with 
reference to all of the sources of the 
contagion in infantile paralysis an 
terior poliomyelitis), it is now believed 
that the germs may be conveyed by 
sorife of the domestic animals. We arc 
coming to realize what a dirty and dead 
ly enemy of mankind the house fly is, 
a It ho it has long been considered quite 
harmless and only a hit disagreeable 
and annoying. Millions of bacteria have 
been found on the innocent looking feet 
of a single common fly.

It is now believed that the fly is re 
sponsible for many cases of typhoid 
fever, tuberculosis, infantile paralysis 
and other serious communicable dis 
eases, and that germs of infantile par­
alysis may live for forty-eight hours, 

"at least, in the body of the fly.
We believe also that these germs mav 

live for several days in the dust, and 
more especially in the floor dirt, of a 
room in.a house in which there is a case 
of this disease. It is important that the 
highest degree of cleanliness should be 
maintained, especially in a building in 
which the disease has broken ovf. The 
house should be most carefully kept 
clean, not by dry sweeping, which scat 
ters the dust and germs thru the air for 
people to breathe, hut by mopping or 
by use of oiled dust rags, or by vacuum 
cleaning where possible. This collected 
dirt should be burned and the moist 
cloths thoroughly disinfected.

The latest lessons we are learning 
about infantile paralysis and other dis 
eases point many morals with reference 
to the importance for the prevention 
of the disease—of the highest standards 
of cleanliness and sanitation in the con 
struction, equipment and keeping of the 
house.

Swat the Fly
Suppose a fly were as big as a sparrow, 

and the filth which it carried on its hairy 
body and legs were 'plainly visible to 
the naked eye. Would you drink milk 
from a pitcher into which a fly of that 
size had fallen? It is only because the 
fly is so tiny that its dangerous charac 
ter as a carrier of disease germs is not 
apparent. The germs are there, whether 
one can see them or not—germs and 
filth from every place where decaying 
animal or vegetable matter can be 
found, for it is on such material the fly 
feeds by preference.

Epidemics have been traced to flies 
which carried germs from unprotected 
cesspools to the milk cans of an other 
wise clean dairy. The germs carried by 
a single fly aro sufficient in number to 
infect whole families. On one fly as 
many as 6,600,000 disease causing bar 
teria have been found, and in a recent 
experiment, the average number of germs 
found on the bodies of each of 414 flic1- 
was 1,250,000. These germs were count 
ed by dropping each fly into a bottle of 
perfectly sterilized water, after which 
the water was subjected to microscopic 
examination. The germs found in the 
water represented the number of germs 
that would be found in a milk pitcher 
after a fly had struggled in it for a mo 
ment or two.

Every female fly is the possible pro 
genitor of billions of flies during a single 
summer, but, only about 8,000,000 of 
these usually survive to become carriers 
of disease.

The Fly Can Be Eradicated
It is not difficult, only troublesome, 

to get flies out of a house, even after 
several generations have developed since 
the beginning of the season. And you 
'•an keejA them out. Twenty drops of 
carbolic acid poured on a hot shovel in 
a tightly elosed room will give off furnes 
that will kill all the flies in the room. 
Stick v fly paper and poisons are useful, 
but the '’most effective ■ way of getting 
flies- out of a house is to kill them, one 
by one, with 11 swatters, ’ ’ made of wir** 
screen on the end of a stick.

‘‘ Swat the fly” was the slogan of im­
portant. campaigns curried on in a dozen 
American cities last summer. and is 
again the battle cry of a larger and 
more elaborately planned warfare this 
summer. The crystallized experience of

last year shows that while swatting is 
effective in houses, it is hot a solution 
of the problem of ridding communities 
of flies. But these campaigns have been 
of great value along educational lines 
The crusade in Washington. 1 Vf\. at 
tracts special attention because it is in 
the nation’s capital and it has the *alo­
tion and support of the health depart 
ment.

A contest with prizes fof the largest 
number of flies killed was conducted last 
summer by one of the leading evening 
newspaper*. The health department ««" 
able, by closely observing the progress 
of this contest, to locate ‘‘fly centres. ’ * 
or localities where unsanitary conditions 
provided breeding pho-es for flies Many 
of these place* have been wiped out. 
and all of them will go School teach 
ers taught their pupils to regard the fix 
fis the greatest menace to health 
Settlement worker* took up the fight 
taught lessons of clea nifties* and car 
ried into the alleys warnings emphasized 
by striking pictures on card*, f'om 
inondations of the crusade came from 
pulpits and. while all Washington was 
«watting the flv with the mistaken idea 
that the pest could be wiped out b\ 
that means, a great awakening was go 
ing on and the foundation being laid 
for complete victorv in the future

The 1912 campaign ~rn Washington 
opened informally in February when 
the same newspaper which conducted 
the contest urged everybody to search 
for half dormant flies. It was pointed 
out that one female flv k il led. before the 
egg laving season began would be worth 
several millions swatted later on The 
possibility of heading off a million of 
flies bv a single stroke of a swatter or 
a blow from a folded newspaper ap 
pealed to the Washingtonian, and he 
went to work.

Then, to prepare for the big fight. a 
week of city cleaning was planned. The 
district commissioner* gave the aid of 
all the machinery of the district govern 
ment; the Y.M/VA,, the W.C.T.f’ the 
public schools, and in fact everybody in 
Washington went to work cleaning up 
The district, contractor could not handle 
the dirt and rubbish unassisted, but a 
citizens' central committee «aw that he 
had help. Then the flv fight began and 
will be waged all summer along broader 
lines than those of the first campaign.

Once a house is clear of flie« screen* 
will keep them out. A mixture of ear 
bolic acid and kerosene swabbed over a 
«e reen door will drive a way the fli»** 
that usually congregate there waiting 
for someone to open it and let them in 
If the garbage can i« equipped with *ueh 
a fly trap as eari be bought in most house 
furnishing shops, the flies will gather 
there, for the most part and be caught 
before they c-an enter the house. Then 
if food is kept screened and everything 
that goes into anyone’s mouth, sooons. 
tumblers and baby’s nursing bottle* are 
scalded after a flv has wall <-d on there., 
there will be little danger of infection

The reallv important thing i* to tea eh 
children that a fly i« just a« dangerous 
as a rattlesnake even more so, for it 
leaves a poisoned trail wherever it 
walks.

The test of the good housekeeper used 
to be the flv less house Eater it wa* the 
amount of fresh air and sunshine she let. 
in. Vow it is the combination of both 
a ta«k more difficult than that which 
grandmother faced, but not impossible

Good Housekeeping

ONLY A “RING-OFF"
“Auntie, did you ever get a proponal7’’
“Once, dear A gentleman asked me ♦/> 

marry him over the telephone, but be had 
the wrong numler f/oiiaville f'ounr-r- 
J ou mal.

HOPELESS
“You say you have no referent*-* a* 

a cook How is that7'
“Well, you see. mum, I’ve always 

stayed in wan place until the |#eople 
died Boston 7 ranvnpt

A wedding is a place where women 
w#*-n because they are happy and men 
smile because they are sad Life

Pristine Purity
1 The standard we have set ourselves 
Al demands that

SAMOA1
shall always contain only the finest, freshest 
young leaves. . . . Black, Mixed and Green

Why the 
llecla 
Save* One 
Ton In 
Seven.

All th. heel that ,om up th. chimney la waalcd The 
patented steel-ribbed Are-pot of the Heels Furnace hes three 
times the radiating surface found in others, it radiates the 
heat so quickly that very little of it hes s chance to a seeps 
more of the heat from the coal le used to heat the house, Ursa 
tore up the chimney, the Are-pot never becomes red hot. is 
guaranteed not to burn out

The* I re I a 
Cannot 
l eak Of* 
or Dust.

Hecla Radiators are mad"' with our patented ____
Joints."^ They can never be loosened by the action of the 
heat, so that we can absolutely guarantee them never to leal 
gas or duel up into the house.

Some Othe 
llecla Ad- 
vantage*

The triangular grate-bars of the Heels each work 
independently you can claan all_ the ashes without wasting 

Cood coale. end you don't have to use s poker

Tifnjarge circular water 
pen atxfcc bottom insures 
plenty ofNmoieture for thr 
whole houMXjiealthful heat 
Ing

Send for 
This Book,

Our booklet. " CU^for* 
end Health," will be inv 
able to you tf you are inter­
ested in a furnace

UN the 
Coupon
DEFT. F.

Clare Bros. Western Ltd.
WIXNIPZO, MAM.

Furrwior* I/, ( ’lure A itrr.wkret, I.ilJ.it/*!

COUPON CLAM BBOS. WBSTEB» LTD. DEPT. F

2 C Hood toe your booklet, "Comfort and If/-tilth."
S'amb................................ .................. .. Arm****

MORE RIGID

more room inside

WMd

THE BARN WE BUILD FOR YOU.
It j* now art #any matter for any farmer to plan a 

fin*» barn and to buy tin right malerlrtl* without ttMlf 
tnlulak/-* and taaate. It I* r«wy with Ihr help of Otir 
Barn Bui Id I rig ;Mrn-U-e.

W« haw bdH» hundred* of berm thr plana are 
h«f <- f</r you, to */•< th* \ Au At* of the- barn*- the 
tnu*io<■ t«*«-t itturi'f of I lor mutt who own tin in inti' 
min handle 11«- work hoiti fir*t to \»*t do It well 
nr A t\nu vh , ft I* fin ir every day hu-lne*»

<>ur faz-fori/w »*«ke tin» nutlrrUtl* fatly to #*«*< at 
H . low fafittry price a* agaliwt welly hand labor,

Steel Truss barns
B
The 

Metal 
•blngb* 

k Aiding cn., 
I Ad. Winnipeg. 

Rend Rem Book.

Ko lifwl* r* In tin» w*y wh/ti you load or unbred 
That feiture e:j*/•* mmoy |h tin- rrert b*i of 
yfior bar*> A f/-w ttwfi >Ut the work. Wo
hunter y gang i« taitUA for framing, 

to idleffw-rt 1/ulhb-r* at big fray 
l ioda-rs.
Th« Kte. | Tru*» Barn b av/* thr factory 
rirmpMe to the nail* ready to erect 
Mmd fot romjiUtf hook of foet* 
about thr battu vr buH4 for far 
rr». Any 'tu** thou* you 
oak trill ht fully an*trend.
Ltd., Winnipeg, Mart

Harr you tire- of th»se b*ru* ?
y no- rrneuy buildlrg*, with lighting 

J tor it dation t-nuAu fl y plan rad ; cov 
r«-<f at « .ery \nrnt with rnciet, K-urr 

rafi-ty fo/m fin- and light oing, Proof 
uynuot rain ar-d wjfaj. Nr-rz-r COKtifg

«-r*t for repaire.
The Metal Shingle A Siding Co


