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sum. anna urm
“ In the mid.t of life w» are in death." This 

admonitioa has be* impreaaively illustrated in 
the truly sudden and unezpeeted death of Mrs. 
A. Baxter, wife of Mr. Amos Baxterfof Baxter's 
Harbour, Cornwallis. Mrs. B. residing some 
distance from the house of God, did not eejoy 
Christian communion as was her desire ; but we 
have mason to bttieva that she did fear Gud ; 
•he was highly esteemed by all who knew her, 
and waa * devoted wife and an affectionate mo­
ther. Suddenly, in a moment of time, the wife, 
the mother, and friend baa passed away.

The sadness of the scene connected with her 
funeral, waa such as the writer has seldom been 
called to witness. And if the impression made 
on the minds of her bereaved family and neigh­
bours ia prayerfully cultivated, we have reason to 
beiivc that one of the great designs in this pain­
ful dispensation will be accomplished. May He 
who hath afflicted, comfort and help those who, 
for a long time must feel the vacancy left in their 
midst. Mrs. Baxter died on Friday the 11th of 
March ia the 25th year of her age.

J. O. Hrnnicar.
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The Dalhousie College Question
One of the evening journals of this city has 

lent its columns to a series of articles upon Dal- 
honsie, by en advocate who sppeere to be deeply 
interested in the maintenance of the flat revêtues 
of that College by the Presbyterian monopolist». 
But with all his labored, proay, sophistical argu­
ments, this writer has proved himself tmbe but 
a poor apologist ; less, however, from hii lack 
of ability, than from the badnare of the cause he 
espouse». He has failed in shewing the pro-, 
priety of a ahip wholly Presbyterian sailing un­
der Provincial colours i be has not succeeded in 
vindicating the Synods es to their course of pro­
ceeding on the College question ; he bee not 
been able to mske it appea^to be a very righte­
ous course for the Presbyterians, with the view 
of edvencing their denominational ends, to al­
low themselves to be recipients of property and 
funds belonging to the whole people ; he has not 
cleared that eburch of blame ea to the manner 
in which this unjust business waa transacted i 
his artfulness and sophistry have been ineffect­
ual,—for this reason,—he cannot perauade e 
discerning Christian public to admit that “the 
end justifies the means," a dogma which, under 
other circumstances, none would repudiate more 
•‘.rongly than Presbyterian» themselves.

It will require a more cunning caauiet than 
this Dalhousie Citizen to make it appear equi­
table for any body of chriatiaaa to be a party to 
an arrangement which takes advantage of the 
position in which other denomination» are placed 
in regard to their several Institutions, that thia 
one body moy bovo howdad over to it a Provin­
cial Institution with its handsome endowment, 
and with the full knowledge that others would 
not be able to unite with them in the project, as 
was more than hinted by the respectable mino­
rity in the united Presbyterian Synod leal sum­
mer. The published proceeding» of the Synods 
show that the design in the preparatory arrange­
ments manifestly waa to benefit their own edu­
cational interest», to multiply their facilities for 
training their rising ministry, and greatly to en­
large their influence as a denomination. We 
know not which ia moat surprising, the injustice 
of such a policy, or the effrontery exhibited in 
the attempt to make the public believe thxt the 
Presby terians, in thia matter, are the great bene­
factor» of the country, and that their motives 
are highly generous, large-hearted, patriotic and 
self-sacrificing. If euch is really the charac.er 
of the Dalhousie scheme, why euch wrath on 
account of it» ventilation t Will it not bear in­
quiry ? Why waa there such precipitate haste 
to grasp at the proposal P When delay waa ad- 
wed in the Synod, the advice was rejected. 
When some cf the Board of Governor» spoke 
of delay until the sitting of the Legislature, the 
reply waa, “ No, there must be no delay, the at 
rangements must be completed with all speed, 
we cm natisfy the Governors as to the endow 
ment of the chairs ; true, the money ia not 
paid, but the subscription» are good, possession 
must lie taken, the College must be opeaed, 
otherwise W- opportunity will be lost by a re­
peal of the Act.’

eHad the long-winded writer of the Citizen 
been on tlie other aids of the question, the Wit­
ness would probably have reminded him that his 
services ought to have been limited to “ their pro­
per sphere and their appropriate work.” But hia 
time aud toil have been expended in vain. He 
is not able to deceive those beyond his own 
immediate circle into the belief that selfishness 
is generality, or that the tricks of scheming poli­
ticians are becoming in a body of Christian men 
H« would like the plan for the working of Da 
h >usie to be regarded as a very liberal one, on the 
ground that while six of the Governors are 1‘ree 
byterians, in addition was made to the former 
Board of three gentlemen of other denomination». 
But he will not easily persuade those gentlemen, 
or the churches to which they belong, and by 
w hom they are held in the highest estimation 
that they are the representatives cf those churches 
upon that Board. Those three churches desire 
no representatives there, have no wish for asso 
dation iu any way with Dalhousie. Their labour 
end luck.;-, to a large amount, expended on be- 
ha i cd th ,r own Institution», prevent such asso­
ciât,vu. They greatly prefer an Institution they 
can hone l y call their own. They are in their 
eereral Ac.tdcaiies and Colleges doing a good 
work, and doing it well. Even were they in a 
position to take a part in the Dalhousie scheme, 
they WWi not be very greatly diaposed to play 
eiCvi d fiddle there, or be subordinate» in a Col- 
1 ge wLh inferior# in scholarship at their head, 
and vriitre l’reabyterianism ao largely predomi­
nates.

An excellent communication on this subject 
appeased in one of the Morning paper» of this 
week, Irvin which we make an extract:—The 
Dalhousie College affair has been a political bar- 
gatn from beginning to end, and certain gentle­
man on both side» of tile House are mixed up 
with i- 1 ULY dare not speak or act in contra- 
vefni i »d the bargain. It remain» for the In"- 
DEPEN'DlNT members of the House to try thgir

ant pro.eared oljtct of the bill cl last session 
w to ea' bli.ta a Provincial University. The 
BK.lL j.iat, w aa to put Daihouaie College into the 
b »ltUn uf Il e Preatiy terians. Negotiation» to that 
etlect hait oeen giiing on for some time between 
tnuGner.iore and the Presbyterian bodies, and 
6IÉEC1AL CARE WA» TAKEN TO NEGOTIATE WITH 
Ku uiiiLik itKiJoioUtt BuniJib. They were not 

they ore not w anted now,
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free professedly religious men we «manly ia* \ the canto quesees. 
for something belter. This weepon, however,
Inflicts Its srtrandi "chiefly on theseeke handle

nor is it to be supposed that the cause of 
Dalhousie, thereby sought to be sustained, ia 
better than the instrumentality employed on its 
behalf. We db not wish Wtndlente, tboegh we 
could easily do ao, whose " bottle holder," to 
adopt hie own elegant expression, this Fresby- 
terian Citizen ia; but we do say that the scurri­
lous style he esn use when it suits him, show# 
him to be no gentleman, that he ia an unworthy 
advocate of Presbyterianism, and that his 
opinion» on the subject of Collegiate Education 
are unworthy of deference. He proteases to 
know something about one whom he supposes 
to be at Sackviile. But in this he ia as widely 
astray as he ia upon some other pointa. The 
gentleman to whom he alludes, and who is an 
object of special ire, because he abandoned Pres­
byterianism for a cburch preaching a purer g os- 
1,el , ia not at Sackviile, was nevqf » Professor 
there, though some year» ago be waa an efficient 
Tutor in the Academy. He is now occupying a 
good position elsewhere, and holds the honors 
of a Scottish University degree, entitling him, 
if so disposed, to an appendage to hi» name, 
which some folk, well known to the Citizen, 
would very much like to flourish.

Aa to proaelytiam, the Meant Allisod Institu­
tion, we are thankful to say, ia above suspicion.
While that establishment bee never put out of 
the way the Holy Bible, while the education it 
gives,ia baaed upon Christian principle»,while very 
many of the several denominations, who have 
received their training there, can with gratitude 
to God, and with cherished regard for the officer» 
of the Institution, recall to mind the principle» 
of morality and true religion there inculcated, 
the man whose word ia worth s groat, ia yet to 
be found who will bring forward the charge of 
proselytiem against the Mount Alliaon Inatitutioe.
In fact, on every account, the Wesley ans have 
greet reason to be proud of their Academy and 
College, and be who would pen a line to the dis­
paragement of those Institutions, or move hia, 
tongue against them, should be held by every 
Methodist, if notin execration, yet “aa a heath­
en nun and a publican.’. Thankful we are to ,a 
good Providence, that they have a reputation, 
which the malice of thia Dalhousie advocate ia 
impotent to injure. Their steady prosperity and 
•access, the entire efficiency end respectability 
of their Faculty, and the scholarship of many who 
have completed their studies there, and who are 
to be found in all parte of the Provinces, give to 
those Institutions e strong hold upon public es­
timation, far, far above the reach of the writer 
whose productions have recently graced the 
Citizen, and which have given to thet Journal aa 
an aspirant for Presbyterian popularity, an un­
enviable reputation. We have had no wish to 
depart ao far from the rules of propriety aa to dis­
ease the Daihouaie question otherwise than upon 
its own mérite, nor should we have introduced 
eny reference in this connection to Mount Alliaon, 
had it not been for the malicious statement» of 
the writer before mentioned, whoee posuned 
«haft» will, however, be inoperative, except aa 
they return upon himself, or upon the cause of 
which he is a champion.

In another column will be found a report of 
the admirable speech of Mr. LongDy on thia 
question, in the House of Assembly on Wednes­
day laat, which will be read with interest. Our 
space will not admit of our giving what waa said 
on the subject by the Hon. Prov. Secretary and 
Hon. Attorney General. The able speech of Dr.
Vupper allowed very conclusively that as far aa 
representation at the College Board is concerned, 
be is not the representative of the Baptiat de­
nomination. “ Look at the face of it,” aaid the 
Dr. in hi» elaborate effort to show the liberal 
character of the College Act of last aesaion : but 
no man ought to know better than the Hon.
Prov. Sec. that its fair face was intended to draw 
away attention from the injustice that is under 
the face, and that never was there a greater piece 
of deception practised in legislation than in that 
Dalhousie College Act. The Dr. avers that the 
proceedings of last year on this question were all 
above board: but the testimony of the Hon.
Atty. GenL went to ahow that it was passed 
through the House without discussion, and in 
such haste that it had passed a third reading 
without hia knowledge, and further, that he had 
intended to move acme amendments to it, which 
would materially have modified the measure. A 
compliment paased upon the College by Mr. John 
Tobin will be regarded, coming from such 
source, as of very doubtful significance by 
thoughtful Presbyterians, as one which would not 
have been given did the Word of God occupy in 
Dalhousie the place which it ought to hold in an 
Inetitution in Presbyterian hand».

As showing what return the Attorney General 
may expect from the Dalhousie incumbents, for 
his support of the legislation of last year, the 
public have but ti, note the imputation of gross 
hypocrisy cast upon that gentleman by the Citi­
zen ; this being nearly as vile as the charge of 
falsehood made in the same paper against Mr.
Longiey. Even the strong political opponent» 
of those gentlemen will be of opinion that the 
age and respectability ol the Attorney General 
ought to have shielded him from such lam­
pooner)" ; and that however the rummies may 
wish Mr. Longiey out of the way, thia gentleman 
il deserving of more respect than to be regarded 
a# being only fit for the work of mannfactur 
log lying telegrams at Washington.

The result of the adjourned discussion, we are 
unable to give in our present issue. It may prove 
to be unfavourable to our views. But willl 
small majority in the House of Assembly, be 
sufficient to satisfy the Presbyterian churches in 
retaining their hold on Dalhousie 0 Besides, 
this is by no means the end of it. The Church 
courts of other bodies will apeak out on thia 
matter, the Press will perseveringly exhibit its 
enormity, discus-ùoni upon it will be held 
throughout the Piovince, the country will be 
agitated until redress ia obtained. The iniquity 
is of euch magnitude as that its existence can­
not he tolerated. Are the Presbyterians willing 
t*%»ve all the consequence» of auch agitation?
We think better of them than to suppose this.
The results to the cause of religion end of chrla- 
tian charity will not be auch aa to be very pleas­
ing for their contemplation. But upon them the 
whole responaibil'uy reate. It may to some ap 
pear of very little consequence that the other 
Protestant churches become alienated from the 
Presbyterians, and the seed» of discord be wide­
ly sown through communities,otherwise peaceful, 
by the agitation of this question ; but we do ndt 
se regard it The Presbyterian» can, indeed, 
pursue their work as a sect, without reference to 
others,vaa well aa other» can ^dô without them 
Hut fiiie la not the light iJTrfitch^lhe Christian 

j should look at the matter. There are Interests 
r- wfcico the churches hgveln 1 •* *~
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it shall still be out aim as it has been in the

TTr. Eongley’a Speech on Dal- 
houeie. . j-t

Hox. Pro. Secy, moved that the House pro­
ceed "With the order ot itwrdwy—vil r the consid­
eration of the petition» presented on the subject 
of Dalhousie College. A call of the House was 
had.

Mil Longley said that be regretted that there 
were not more member» present at the com­
mencement of this discussion, not because any­
thing that he might say would enlighten them, 
but because it was a question deserving the calm 
and attentive considération of the House. He 
need not refer to the number of petition* on the 
tah^ of the House as an indication of the senti­
ments of the people on this question, for there 
waa enough in the circumstance» which sur­
rounded the sulject to excite attention. And it 
would indeed hare been a matter of surprise if 
popular feeling had not been moved. In deal­
ing with thia question, he would endeavour to 
treat it as calmly and dispassionately as possible, 
but it was almost impossible io speaking of a 
subject, involving moral interests, to do »o with­
out rendering himself amenable to the nervoua 
shafts of some one or other of the newapaper 
scribblers who take an interest io this subject*

He regretted extremely that it was necessary, 
so soon to diatuibthe legislation of last year, 
and he felt to a certain extent implicated in the 
charge cf having allowed that ill advised measure 
by which a gross injustice waa perpetrated upon 
the whole people, for the purpose of furthering 
the interests cf a «ingle denomination—to pass 
•o quietly. By what mode thia was done be 
could not say—or by wbat means the then Pro. 
Sec. (Mr. Howe) managed to come it over hia 
friend the present Pro. Sec., who was generally 
supposed to be pretty cute in such matters, paas­
ed bis comprehension.

In considering this question he would find it 
neceaaary to refer to facte and figure», although 
he felt • reluctance in doing so, in the presence 
of those, who were better informed on that point 
than he was himself ; but still be considered it 
hi* duty to do so inasmuch aa wbat he said would 
not be confined within the walla of the Legisla­
ture, but would have a wider circulation, and 
might be the mean» of conveying information to 
those who had not any other opportunity of ob­
taining it.

There were many reasons to deter from enter­
ing upon a diacuaaion, such aa thia, and although 
he waa conicious that it waa no pleasant teak that 
he waa undertaking, yet still he felt that in the 
performance of a public duty he should not be 
influenced by considerations auch •» these ; and 
he waa also convinced that the longer thia ques­
tion remained unsettled, the greater would be 
the agitation of the public mind, and the feeling 
that was now evinced great aa it was, would be 
increased ten fold by delay.

He would be able to shew before be hed finish­
ed, thet Dalhousie College while it professed to 
be a provincial University open to all, and while 
it enjoyed a revenue derived from the resources 
of the whole people—practically waa an Institu­
tion for the benefit of one «ect, and that from 
the very circumstance of the ca»e, other dençmi- 
nation» were shut out from participating in its 
advantage».

We would gl»nce for a moment at the past 
history of Dalhousie College, and endeavour to 
give a brief sketch of its antecedents, although 
there had always been a vagueness about it.which 
would render this, by no means an easy task 

In the first place, it waa well known that the 
•un of £9,750 called the Caatine fund waa plac­
ed in the band» of the Earl of Dalhomie, to 
found a Provincial University, to be open to all 
claasea and creeds. The sum of £4,750 of this 
money was expended with commencing and car­
rying on to a certain extent of the building now 
called Daihouaie College. The remainder, in 
conjunction with the sum of £2000, granted by 
the Legislature, was invested in the three per 
cents, in England, with which was purchased 
stock to the amount of £8,200, which yielded an 
annual return of £810. Shortly after the £2000 
waa granted an additional £1000 waa added by 
the Legislature—and after a while a further 
demand waa made upon the treasury and £5,000 
was loaned—making in all the sum of £8,000 
which Dalhousie College haa received from the 
provincial lund. So that at the present time the 
annual income which that Institution derives 
from funds invested amounts to £920. Thus it 
would be seen that the handsome annual income 
of over £900 waa devoted to the educational 
purpose of a aingle denomination which did not 
number one fourth of the population of the Pro­
vince.

It will be said, that it is optional for any de 
nomination that choose» to raiae £300 a year, to 
have a chair in the Inetitution, and thus partici­
pate in iu advantage». But how could it be ex- 
peeled that the other denomination» who had 
Educational Institution» of their own would suf­
fer them to languish and decay, for the sake of 
a chair in Dalhousie ?—was it jnot manifest that 
in proportion to the interest which they would 
take in Daihouaie, would their own college» suf­
fer ? He would take occasion to notice in thia 
connection aome very uuhandaome allusions in 
certain newspapers engaged in the discussion of 
the question to the denominational Colleges of 
Acadia end Kings. He would advise the con­
ductors of a certain newspaper published in thia 
city, to be more guarded in their language, and 
not charge upon others grave offences from which 
they were not altogether free themselves. It 
did not lie in the mouth of these champions of 
Dalhousie to speak in the disparaging terms 
they did of other Institutions because they re­
ceived provincial aid. It was very easy to re­
taliate and ask what would have become of Dal­
housie if it had not been fed upon government 
pap to the tune of £8,000—and even with thia 
assistance it bad maintained but a feeble exis­
tence, and for a large portion of the time lan­
guished in a state of apathy, until the wheels 
were set agoing with government oil.

In order to shew that he waa correct as to the 
statement he had made of the revenues of Dai­
houaie, he presented to the House the returns 
asked for by bins a few days since, and he re­
gretted that two or three importabt enquiries 
had not been answered at all. The question as 
to the religious belief of the students the prin­
cipal declined to answer. Ha may have,» right 
to do this, but it would have looked better not 
have done so. It was desirable to knew, whe­
ther any student» of any other denominations 
than the Presbyterian participated in ite advan­
ces—nut tb^ he wished to convey the idea, the 
Profetedre wished tp mske it exclusively Pres-

y «nan, for on the contrary he had no doubt 
*,t theywpuU bagla'd i„ see student, of offi-

be W e«e, V*; damtififtiM® #.'-4*^ grounded"then* *«*« flr* pfriâpfc
lion had not been fought out and settled, twenty 
years ago ; and settled at laat with the concur­
rence of tboee who bad at first moat strenuously

tbs position of parties, prvvioua to aey pnele- |wea an al 
ence being held with the Governors of Dalhou- | and certainly, 
ese, and ia doing a# he wee not going to 6"* 
fault with the Presbyterians, for being anxious,] 
to combine their different secte into one, if they 
thought they could thus better advance their 
Educational interests. It seemed to him how­
ever that this combination foreshadowed what 
had einoe taken place.

The combination which took place between 
the Free Church and the other Presbyterian bo­
dies involved the relinquishment of £500 atg. 
received from various sources, and thus a more 
urgent necessity waa created to supply the defi­
ciency from the resources of Dalhousie. Soon 
after the combination waa effected a proposal 
waa made in the Preebyterian assembly to con­
fer by a committee with the Governors of Dai­
houaie College in order to get possession of its 
fund». To the honor of some of those present, 
let il be said that there was a respectable minori­
ty who opposed it, but the motion was earned 
41 to 17.

It thus appears that in the aettkmanl of this 
matter it waa not considered necessary to consult 
any other denomination at all, and this was the 
greet fault he had to find with the arrangement» 
that had been made. The interest of the city of 
Halifax waa alao thrown into the scale ia favor 
of the proposal made, and many whose indivi­
dual opinions ware against the scheme would not 
take any decided aland on that account.

It would not be necesaary for him to enlarge 
upon the objection» which existed agaiflfll • me* 
tropolitan university of any kind. It *ae pretty 
generally admitted on all sides that a Collegiate 
Institution situated in the rural districts was 
better adapted for the purpose, than one so situ­
ated as to bring the students who resort to it 
within the temptation» of city life.

He hed seen it stated that the Presby terians 
had made great eacrifices in leaving Truro—that 
the $1000 they had been receiving for years 
past had been lost to them. He found however 
upon looking over the estimates that the $1000 
referred to, had been secured to Dalhousie, so 
that they lost nothing in that respect.

It had also been used as an argument that the 
Presbyterian» had never made great demanda 
upon the provincial funds for educational pur­
pose» and therefore they were entitled to aome 
favor. He waa not aware that any denomina­
tion, except the Church of England which waa 
peculiarly situated for some time,—ever made 
any demanda for provincial aid until their losli 
tut ions were in such a state of efficiency as to 
warrant them in doing ao. If the'Presbytetiana 
had pursued the same course aa the other deno­
minations, he presumed they would have re­
ceived the aame consideration. But he was pre­
pared to show that they had participated largely 
in the provincial grants. Look at the enormous 
sums given to the Normal school at Truro which 
waa almost entirely confined to Presbyterians.
Then there wee the grant of 8500 each to the 
Piet ou and Truro Academies—and these, toge­
ther with the £900 a year enjoyed by Dalhousie,
•mounted to between £-1 and 4.0(H) a year.

The principal objectipn aa he bad stated be­
fore to the present management of Dalhousie 
College, wae, that while it professed to be liberal 
in ite character and open to ail, it was essential­
ly denominational, and confined to one particular 
sect ’Çbe professors were Preybyterian—the 
governor» to a large extent, and the students 
were also of that persuasion—and it was no 
answer to eay thet any denomination could in 
dow a chair, because they could not do so with­
out endangering the prosperity of their own In­
stitutions.

He would remark in conclusion that to hie 
mind it made very little difference as far as thia 
diacuaaion waa concerned, whether Dalhoosie 
was in a flourishing condition or not, whether 
there were forty students there or five. It 
was the groaa injustice to other denominations, 
of appropriating the public funds for the benefit 
of a aingle sect, that he complained of, and 
which he wished the house to condemn, it 
singular however that when the Institution at 
Truro waa given up, there were 40 students there 
which corresponded to the number at Dalhuuaie.
No answer had been returned to the inquiry aa 
to how many had matriculated here, nor to the 
important question as to what guarantee the go- 
vemment had for the payment of the £900 a y> ar 
for the professor» claim». •*

He did not profess to be competent to decide 
the important question aa to the comparative 
mérita of a Provincial University, and the pre­
sent system of denominational Colleges, but hi» 
own opinion, was inclined in favor of the latter 
aa better suited to meet the requirements of the 
country. If it waa thought to be better policy 
to have a Provincial University, let it be estab­
lished upon an equitable basis, and with aome 
regard to the interest» of other «denomination».

He could not aay that he was very sanguine 
aa to hia resolution being carried, and nil that 
be could eay would perhaps have but little effect 
upon the present state cf things, but the time 
would come to when the view» he bad expressed 
would meet with the concurrence cf the people 
of Nora Scotia.

The case might be put aomewhat in this way 
Here ia a public domain belonging to the people 
of Nova Scotia—sometimes it has been managed 
with some degree of success, at other times badly 
but it is «till a handsome property—a few adroit, 
shrewd, calculating men, say to the owners of this 
domain “ you are not doing much with it, give it 
io us, we will improve it."—and they enter upon 
and take possession and improve it lor their own 
benefit ; and because those who think they have 
an equal tight to its enjoyment venture to re­
monstrate they aak what reason they have to 
complain.

The Hon. gentleman concluded by apologizing 
for the time he had been obliged to tajpe in bring­
ing the matter before the House, but he felt that 
be was only doing hi» duty by expoeieg what he 
considered a monstrous injustice to the great 
body of the people of Nova Scotia.

1 ,BI ap*# s»M.xz.N»e. ---- -: .
filrgol up tg'the pogfla them!$'«». twenty feet ; it however is but seldom seen, and j breaking, drinking and
tinlv both the selections and execution, must be shot before capture. The Hood is met sealing vessels is truly
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enamiy, w.u ,.™ —---- . _ fearful. 1 ,,ey have som«.
^m^eCT^mbte, initreettw, and intern*- ■ with much more frequently, and ie called the tmsee been cal led •• floating Ml..” True there,», 

which several of the young Hood, from a large piece of loose akin on the ! noble exceptions, ami particularly in those te».
illustration bead which it can inflate at pleasure. But it sels which sail from Conception Bay, where not 

•hould be stated, that the male aeal only has the ] a few pioua men, and some j km captain, are to 
hood : the female has no such appendage. This 1 he found, who set themselves to worship th.
Seal ia not so large as the square fipper j never- ] God of heaven, and present a bold front to that
thrleas it is often found sixteen or eighteen feet torrent ol iniquity which so constantly roll, 
in length. The young Hoods are called Blue ; against them. But these need much of tbs 
Backs. They are found far to the north, and grace of God ; and the prayers of the Church
generally near the outer edge of the ice. The | should be constantly offered up for them, that they
male and female are mostly found together, and may be kept faithful in the trting hour, 
the object of the hunters ia to kill the dog-aeal Our valedictory services were always interest- 
first i if they succeed, the female is easily killed ; ing, particularly so w as the evening prayer- 
hut if ehe should be first killed, the dog be- j meeting, when the big t< ar could be seen drop-' 
comes furious; he instantly inflitea hi» hood, j ping fr )m the eye of many a hardy mariner: 

well as I which covers his face ; his nostrils become disten- j while the hearty “ Amen," that would ever and
anon fall upon the listening ear, from the male 
pari of the congregation, and tue silent sobs of 
mother», daughter», ari l sisters, would indicate 
a sense of the Divine presence; and involuntar-

ing. The firat, in
gesdemeq toOk part, ar*» an amusing 
of the power of imagination. The next was a 
satire on the egotism and braggadocio peculiar to 
quackery. Thao owe ” Tie celle upon ihe 
school master” by bis fastidious patrons, shewing 
the unenviable position of the former, and the 
fault finding character of the latter. "The sew­
ing circle," in which several of the young ladies 
took part, waa admirably executed, «hewing the 
advantages and the perversions of such institu­
tions.

As all the piece» were carefully committed to 
memory,and required but little prompting,we had
good specimens of retentive memories, 
of pleasing addres». An excellent choir, under ded like bladders ; hi» whole appearance is terri- 
the management of Mr. Huntly, entertained the j fie ; and he rushes upon his assailants with great 
lance leathering of parents and friends with se- ! impetuosity. To strike him on the hood is use­

less, snd he will snap the gaffs in the mens’ hands,

For the Çgovinc-iel Wesleyan.

Examination of the Medford 
School, Cornwallis.

Mr. Editor,—In company with the llev.Mr. 
Keans of the Congregational Church, 1 had the 
pleasure ycaterday of witnessing the exaotne- 
tion of the Medford School, under the care of 
Mr. Henry Burbidge, formerly a student in the 
Sackviile Academy,

On entering the Hall, which waa moat taste­
fully decorated fo(,the occasion, we found the 
Latin elate on the stand, an4, although,ft had 
not been organised many months, the perfect 
ease and aptitude with which the pupila passed 
through the preliminary exercises, and subse­
quent readings, with translation», gave evidence 
V the thorough manner in which the» teacher

large gathering of parents 
veral appropriate piece», admirably executed.

The company separated late in the afternoon, 
after Uniting with the choir in singing our loved 
National anthem.

To Mr, II. Burbidge, the teacher ol thia 
ihool, much praise is due ; from the first it was 

evident that he had the happy art of maintaining 
the dignity of hi» office, and at the aame time of 
securing the affections and respect of hia pupils. 
No dark frowns, no harsh expressions, but words 
of kindness and respect characterised his pro­
ceedings in conducting the examination, and 
were reciprocated by hie pupils in evident masks 
of affection and reaped. It was evident that 
Mr. Burbidge ia a teacher of the right stamp.

James G. Uenmoar. 
Canning, March 17, 1864.

Shelburne Circuit t
Mr. Editor.—You will be pleased to know 

we have our new Methodist Parsonage complet­
ed. Externally it is a neat and pretty building ; 
but somewhat spoiled to the taste of some, by 
being joined at one corner to the church. Inter­
nally the arrangement is moat convenient.

During th* few weeks past we have been en­
gaged in revival services at Roseway. The Lord 
hae been pleased to bless our efforts in baptixing 
the church with holy fire, in reclaiming backslid­
ers, and in the conversion of a few souls.

In Shelburne we have not had any special 
services, yet we have some tokens of the pretence 
of the Lord. During the three months past, our 
congregation haa increased one third, end last 
Sabbath I met two backsliders in cleee, who heve 
given themselves anew to the service of the 
Lord. To God be al! the praise.

James Bvrns,

Revivals in New England.
The Boston Journal gives the following se­

couât of extensive revivals of religion in the 
Eastern States :—

Revivals seem to be spreading in various 
places throughout New England, and in almost 
every record which we see of them it is men 
tionrd aa one of their marked peculiarities that 
there is an absence of all excitement. Without 
any of the appliances which are often used to 
awake a religious interest, the people seem al 
ready prepared for it, and when directly appeal­
ed to to seek a personal interest in religion, they 
at once respond to the appeal.

Letters have been received from one of the 
Professors in Williams College, stating that on 
the day of prayer for Colleges, a revival com­
menced in that institution, and that one week 
from that day, aa many aa forty persona who, the 
week before were unconcerned, «poke, prayed, 
or signified their interest in the work. An­
other letter says : “ The revival hide 
be one of the deepest and most heart 
ing that has ever visited the college.* At 
Mount Holyoke Seminary there ha* been a re­
markable work of grace : Dr. Kirke end another 
eble clergyman have been labouring there. More 
than eighty have indulged hope in Cbriet since 
the commencement of the year. And there are 
only about twenty left in the institution who ere 
lot indulging the Christian’» hope. There 
alao has been an extensive awakening in Iowa 
College. From the reports from different parts 
of the country it is apparent that there ie a more 
general religious intereat in the churches than 
haa been experienced for several years.

The claeaea in the Mathematics, all gave the 
ntmoet satisfaction, and would have done credit
to any educational establishment. AU were

Newfoundland Mission and its 
Missionaries.

[BT REV. W. WILSON. ‘
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The winter houses are called title. The New­
foundland tilt, can lay no claim to any ancient 
order of architecture, but ia in its atyle per­
fectly original. The walla are formed of rough 
•pruce «tick» called etude j of about six inches 
in diameter : the height of the aide», six feet : 
and of the gables about ten or twelve feet. The 
•tuda are placed perpendicularly wedged close 
together : sod the chink» or interstice* filled 
with moss. This ia the only defence against the 
cold. A ridge-pole passes longitudinally from 
the gables, on which the round rafters are notch­
ed, these are covered with rinds, or the spruce 
betk which hed been used during the summer 
ss coveting for the fish-pilee. These rinds meke 
the tilt water-tight. A hole i* left in the rinds, 
about four feet square, which serves the double 
purpose,as a vent for the smoke.and an aperture 
for the solar rays to permeate the dwelling. The 
tilt has seldom any window. The floor is made 
with round atuds like the walls, which are some­
times hewed a little with an adze. A few stones 
piled five feet high, form the fire-place. These 
stones are placed close to the studs, which being 
thus exposed to great heat, wiU often ignite. A 
vessel full of water was always at hand to ex­
tinguish the kindling spark ; and it required no 
small skill, to throw the water from that vessel 
up the chimney, in euch a manner as to prevent 
its return, surcharged with soot, upon the bead 
of the unfortunate operator. A rough door, a 
few shelves, and a swinging table fastened to 
the side of the huildiog, exhausts nearly all the 
boards usually allowed for euch structurée.

In a tilt like the above, with the only addition 
of a rough boarded floor, and two window* 
brought Irom, the Miseion-houee, did the writer, 
with his family, spend the winter of 1827—1828. 
In the Mission-tilt however, we had three spart- 
iffents, two sleeping apartments, and one large 
room nearly twenty feet aquere, which wae out 
kitchen, our parlor, my atudy, and also our cha­
pel, where we held public service *nd claw meet­
ings during the winter. The carpeti from the 
Mission-houae we put to a new uee i for inqtead 
of wearing-tbeo under our feet, we tacked thega 
over-head, to keep away the duat, and the cold. 
This event occurred in the Burin circuit. Our 
$lt 4ee erected upon thé hank of a large lake, 
called Fresh-water Pond : and aa we were sur­
rounded by some twenty Weeleyen families who 
had migrated there from Burin Harbour, we

and break them as though they were calibsg,- 
stumps. A blow on the nose will kill the seal, 
but if that fails, it is most tenacious of life ; end 
unless the heart can be reached with a musket- 
bail it can acarcely be «lain. Instances have 
occurred where the hunter haa been seriously 
wounded, and even killed by an old hood.— 
I once heard an old aeal-hunter give a graphic 
account of an encounter be and a friend had 
an old hood. There were only two men in com­
pany, they came up with a pair of hooda, and 
imprudently killed the female. The dog infleted 
hia hood and attacked them with tremendous 
fury. Escape su impossible ; so they stood 
striking him with their gaffs, until the) both be- 
esme exhausted. At length one of them said, 
we must meke a desperate effort or we shall 
both be killed : keep him in abeyance as well ae 
you can, and I will make the efforL He then 
opened his jack-knife, rushed upon the furious 
animal, and aluck ihe knife into his hood ; when 
the air instantly escaped, and a blow from the 
gaff of hia friend felled the monster on the ice.

The seal most frequent upon the coast, is the 
harp, sometime» called the half-moon. It re­
ceives the nsme harp, from a Urge black or dark 
spot on the back of the old dog-real,—but the 
female haa no such mark. Thia real whan very 
young ia celled a white coat : when one year old 
it U a bedlamer, afterward» a harp. The nor­
thern seas between the Labrador and Greenland 
ia the home of the harp.

In the month of February the field ice from 
there sees, comes in immense masses upon the 
north-east coast of NewfoundUnd. Some days 
before the ice is actually Jean, ite approach can 
be descried from the shore, by ite glim, or the 
reflection of light which it throw» into the atmos­
phere when the night U dark. Upon this ice 
the harps whelp» : and the dams seem all to 
whelp about the same time, a* million» of white 
coate are fourni upon the ice, and all about the 
same age. From the twentieth, to the last of 
February is the whelping time ; and the iee about 
that time, is generally in the drift of White Bay, 
or the Bey of Exploita.

The young cubs ere celled "white coats," be­
cause they are covered with » white fur, slightly 
tinged with yellow. The appearance of the 
“ white coals" on the ice, has not inaptly been 
compared to young lambs in a meatlow ; but 
they are far more numerous as tens of thousands 
of them may he seen in every direction basking 
in the sun’s rays. The seal ie called the sea-dog 
because it howls and barka like a dog. Some­
times there young " white coat»” when weakly 
will be found frozen in the ice, when the hunter» 
call them “cote." The skina ot there "cate," 
are not good as an article of merchandize ; but 
they are brought home to make caps for the next 
sealing voyage. The young real grow» very 
rapidly, and in about three weeks their white 
coat change* and a darker fur comes in ite piece ; 
after which they take the water with their parent, 
and are more difficult to catch.

In the commencement of the aeal fishery large 
boats were used, which did not «ail until about 
the middle of April. But the whelping iee had 
peered many weeks before this so that no young 
seal» could be found ; their catch waa therefore 
necessarily small, and mostly confined to the 
stray seals, called *• rangers :" which were shot 
in the water. The boat sealing continued down 
as late as the year 1795, when the whole catch 
of seals for the Island was 4.900; not as many 
as is now taken aometimea, by a aingle vessel.

In the commencement of the present century, 
the sealing boat» gave way to small schooners, 
of some thirty, to fifty tqns burden ; and they 
sailed about the twenty-first of March. They 
sailed thus late to avoid the equinoctial gales, or 
aa the saying was : " we wait until after Saint 
Patrick’s bruzh or until “ Saint Patrick, take» 
the cold stone out of the water." But thia was 
too late to get the young real», yet as they would 
meet with some ice at that time, the catch waa 
greatly increased. Thus in the year 1820, the 
catch waa increased to 221,334.

The seal fi»hery was'deiigned to be one great 
•ource of wealth to the country ; and to aseume 
proportions, which the moat «anguine could 
never have anticipated ; for its bumble sealing 
boats, were to give place to veeaela of from fifty 
to one hundred and fifty tona ; and to be manned 
with crew» from twenty-five to forty men ; while 
the interest of every individual to the north of 
St. John’s, from the richest to the poorest, 
was to be ao interwoven with it, that ite prore- 
cution end result», should cause more specula­
tion, more anxiety, more excitement, and solici­
tude, than perhaps does any other single branch 
of business in any part of the world.

The length of time spent in the sealing voy­
age is from three to eight weeks. The medium 
length is five weeks. The owner of the vessel 
supplies her with provirions, and all other neces­
saries, for which he claims one half the catch 
of seals. He also receives a certain amount 
from each man for his berth in the vessel. The 
price ol the berth varies from ten shillings to two 
pounds. A man’s share ie likewise claimed for 
the vereeL The captain or mailer receives from 
lourpence to sixpence per seal aa hia wages ; and 
the balance of the voyage ia equally divided 
among the crew.

The monotony of a Newfoundland winter ie 
broken during lhr|Chrisimas holidays; when the 
young men on the North Shore go up the Bsy 
to secure a “ berth to the ice which having 
been effected, they return to finish their winter’» 
work.

Early in February, the women prepare the re­
quisite supply of clothing for their htubends and 
eons ; particularly, their coerw jackets with cuff» 
and buakma About the last week in February 
each man goes to hia doctor (for they pay the doc. 
tor by the year, whether they want hia services 
or not,) for a little medicine for the voyage. 
And a tittle it is, consisting moetly of a tittle 
•alve in care of a cut, s little priât» balsam in 
care of a sprain ; and above all, a phial contain­
ing a solution of the sulphate ot zinc in caw

ily induce the exclamation : 
but the house of God, and 
heaven."

" ibis a none other 
this ii the gat» of

Incidents in the Life of tho Be?, 
Colony Clerictis.

BY AN OBSERVER.

CHAPTER X.

" It seems perfectly natural for me to study the 
lineament» and characteristics of my fellow, 
man," said Mr. C. as he sat one evenirç in hi» 
accustomed arm-chair, surrounded by the little 
coterie aasembled by appointment to hear the 
sequel of the preacher's travels round the circuit.
“ Our profession superinduces the habit evident­
ly, and I have no direct inclination to repress it. 
There was consequently, a new field of observa­
tion opened for me at the negro weddiag. 1 
have already intimated the manner af#y intro­
duction. During my conversation with the he- . 
roine of the slave-story which 1 described, the 
guest» continued to assemble. To you who are 
accustomed to the habits and countenance*ef 
negroee, there may he but little of intereat in 
their appearance, it ia different with one who 
haa seldom beheld, and never listened to, a real 
child of Africa.

" The patriarch of the family was a religions 
character; but the devotional in him seemed ti; 
be largely blended with the humourous, the lat­
ter, indeed, occasionally predominating to euch 
an extent, aa to give one the idea of crude no­
tion of religion in a being who could elide ao 
readily from the awful to the ridiculous."

“ Exactly ao," interrupted the unbelieving 
gueat of the previous night's conversation. " You 
found their religion nil moonshine."

» Not quite eo evanescent 1 hope ; but certain­
ly very puzzling to my understanding. He hnd 
many of the infirmities of age—contracted kneel, 
gray heir» and wrinkled brow. He waa th* 
oraele of the evening ; though there seemed bat 
tittle baahfulneas in the general company. In due 
time, the aged pater famiHat puahed a youthfcl, 
rather handaome negro to my side and whisper­
ed, Dis de groom hieaelf, «ah. Dey’a waiting 
ebery moment now. I)ere, Jim, you tote ’«as 
out fosL’ j

Jim aoon changed the aspect of things in gen­
eral. I was partly surrounded immediately by 
a wild, irregular combination of colours, white 
and black being the most prominent, while the 
perfumes of • Araby the blest’ seemed to mingle 
with the aroma of arabia Felix. The bride waa 
of the darkest type ot negroism ; her distended 
nostrils, unnaturally large, with widely project­
ing tips, being a strange contrast to the gaudy 
roses and white but alovenly dress which seemed 
to diadain the office of a very questionable gar­
ment. There waa the aame fantastic drapery of 
ribbons, aitificial roses, and brass earring*, 
throughout the company. The old negro had by 
this time become garrulous and impatient. Shuf­
fling from aide to eide of the standing group, be 
professed to arrange them in order for 'd# 
pweachaw.’ My own position was difficult! Im­
pediments in matrimonial ceremonies had perplex- 
de me previously : for to one who attache» to tbii 
duty an awful importance, levity or ignorance ia 
bat slightly brooked. Judge my indignation 
when, years before this, I was dictating to » flsh- 
erman one evening the words usually repeated 
on giving the ring, and ihe bride's fourth finger 
having been slit by a splitting knife till the joint 
absolutely refused to yield to the performance, 
ihe groom ejaculated, after sundry pressings with 
the aid of a copious application of saliva ‘ But 
ite tough !’

" After several interruptions by the old color­
ed host, we managed to complete the ceremony. 
It was remarked by me that not an indication of 
the fashions usual on such occasions in society 
escaped them. There were the hoquets of flow­
ers on a table whose linen has never been sur­
passed for whiteness. Cake and mock-wine 
were courteously carried round the room. The 
aged negro could not permit even this opportu­
nity to escape, rising in front of the yoeng 
couple, with uplifted glass, he pledged them hi 
one of the most absurb orations, half deelsea. 
tion, half-doggerel, that mortal ever listened ta. 
Religion, love and politics were mingled efl» 
the true negro fashion.

" I proposed prayer before separating. There 
waa then, I must confess, apparent reverence. 
The exuberant spirit» of the professors of relig­
ion among them would have kindled an entka- 
■iasm, doubtless, had sufficient encoures«•** 
been afforded ; but to me the line of demareetiea 
between things holy and secular seemed so nar­
row and so dimly defined in the minds of *• 
company that I was puzzled and perpiezed. This 
prevented, I am ashamed to confess, the eoefi- 
dence and fervour essential to wbat is called '• 
good time."

"The periods intervening between duties °* 
this kind and the evening services, exeepdag 
when in the saddle, I devoted chiefly to viaiOH 
our different families. One cottage afford** 
more then usual comfort. Fastening my hone • 
bridle it the door, I was received by e wore»» 
of perhaos fifty. Her countenance at first gl*0-* 
assured me that her soul was genial and happf- 
She handed me a chair. Mj^conversed of relig­
ion, my eye caught a neat, tidy stanà in one cor­
ner, with an opto, ancient Bible lying UP°° 
•efface.

“ What ia thia ?" I asked. “My mother’» Bib".
It haa never been moved aince, (twenty 7**1* 
ago) ahe and father perused it. Its 9*8*'*'* 
stained by their tears. Their venerable 
marked there texts. From Genesis to __ 
tion it seems now to me like a well trodden ps 
way ; for the passages adapted to ceitaie 
and seasons, are eo clearly «elected that th* •* 
faring mail shall not err therein. I 
passage this meaning because, in my ordmaT 
household dutiea, 1 have but to turn aaid* »» 
moment to glean a portion of manna, “ 
move at once for this world and the next, 
children reem also to profit by the exiat»»^

B bu>ioo«'

Cirn. J

nThey now nêd7 to take I there of the volume. They treat that alreys 
ut on all the Wesleyan §ta.jwith respect; and seeing our reverence for the


