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" 'THE LAST SUMMER BREEZE

"Hear ye that sweetly plaintive sound
As it Jieth away in the blast?

As it floateth slowly and sadly along,
As it speaketh of the past?

*Tis summer's last and farewell breeze,
*Tis nature’s parting sigh ;

O’er lost and buried flowerets dear,
That blossomed but to die.

1t brisgeth on its rasset wing,
The sere and yellow leaf;

And each tenderly loved, and beautiful thing,
It beareth away in grief.

n speaks of young and tender buds,
That opened but to fade,

O’'er whose beauteous Lues, time's very grasp,
Had cast a deep’uing shade.

It speaks of mare-bright and beautiful .buds,
That bloomed wiih us awhile;

That lingered here to sweetly cheer,
Earth’s sadness with their smile.

-Bat chilling blasts their blessoms nipped,

We laid them in the grave;
“Where the roses snay bloom, above their tomb,
- And the long gra-s gently wave.
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COTEMPORARY OPINIONS.
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From the Turonto Christian Guardian.

‘Post Offiee Department and the Sabbath.

.1t is generally understood that in a short time,
the Post-Office Department for the I'rovince
will be placed under the control of the I’ro¥in-
ol Government. The present, therefore, is a
suitable time to point out such reforms as sbould
take place in the Departinent on the transfer of
the lg}pamnent from the Imperial to the Colo-
pial authonty. Suggestions ought now to be
wmade by the public, avd especially by the press,
for the removal of existing evils, and for the
more equitable aud eflicient managemeat of all

ite affaire. : .
Several important reforms arc imperiously de-
manded ; aud none more so, thau that which re-

lates to the ollicial violation of the Lord's Day.
It is indeed gruatly te be deplored that hitherto
such a systematic outrage of the law of God
should be perpetrated, asis obviously thoe case,
in the reception and transmission of mails and
the delivery of letteraon the holy Sabbath in
different parts of Canada But that outrage
may cease. It ought to vease. The people
have but to express in strong aad decided dn-

e, their hostility to its continuance, and, we
doubt not, the evil will be brought to a specdy
termination. The Government will listen to the
reasonable demands of a religious poople, and
in dueference to the raspect thoy feel and express
for the law ot God this great reforia will be cou-
cueded by our rulers.

The groaud upon which wo rest our demand
for an alteraton in the Sabbath postal arrange-
nicots, is the law of God. Our hostility o the
existing arrangewments is that they are in opposi-
ton to the will and command of Jehovah.  With
religious men there can be no compromise here.
In vain are the interests of business wen and
their pecuniary advantages urged for the perpe-
tuation of the present system. These and the
like are the only reasons that can be uryged for
the weekly repetition of the evils of which we
complain.  And we ask, can such reasons justi-
fv the habitual violation of one of the most so-
1:mn commands in the decalogue?  Will not
& 1°h reasons, preciscly inthe same way, justity
the mechauic 1w pursuing his vecupation and the
m :rchant in continuing his business ou the Lord's
Day ?  Undoubtedly: and the carrying out off
the same principle would entirely obiliterate the
Sabbath: deprive us ot one of our greatest bles-
sings; rob us of our birth-right; break down
our heaven appoiuted safe-guand; aud finally
bring upon us the judicial curse of the Mmighiy,

Neither individoals kor Governmwents are at
Yiberty to advan e their pecuniary or secular in-
terests by the breaeh of the laws of God. One
of these laws 1 broken every Sabbuath in the
year by hundreds of parties who are employed
in the various pest vthees, and by others \»llm re-
goive their Jetterson the Lord's Dav.e It may
not be po--iine i all cases o prevent the e e

tion of wails on the Sabeth o bat i+ e posibhe
to prevent the transiuission of weils and e de-
livery of letters on that day. ln every case the
nails that are carried forward slioa'd step at the

men must have their business letters at the car-
liest hour possible, in ordcr to transact their bo-
einess properly and without ko< Whit Las beeyn
done tor years in Loudon may surcly bLe done
in Toronto. I the men of' a great business ¢y

like London can carry on their extensive opera-

tions without recciving their corverpondents’ let-
ters on the Sabbath, surely the men of'small tra-
ding citics and towns, such as are in Canala, can
do the same. e are persuaded they can from

the above eonsideration ; but in addition 1o that,

we know_ parties who do a larve . and profitable

business, and yet never take a le-tter out of the

Post Oflice on the Sabbath. They rustain no
real loss in their busine sy, and are as successful
as their rivals, although these competitors avail
themsclves of the advantage of the Office on that
day. 'These last, although they commit sin
themsclves, and are accessory to sin in others, in
secking to advance the interests of their trade do
not really gain any ultimate advantage over
their more conscientious neighbours.  But even
were it otherwise, we would revert to our for-
mer position aud oppose the continvance of the
evil on the ground thati is a violation of God's
law.
Now it matters not how much the pecuniary
or sccular interests of individuals or governments
may be promoted thereby, they must not be pro-
moted by a departure fromn Chriatian principles.
Shall we seck to promote such interests by com-
pelling public servants to cmploy the hours of
the Sabbath —the day .ot rest and devotion—in
labour and toil? Are mails to be forwarded
and letters delivered, thereby comlmlling RCOTCS
of post-mausters and clerks to perform ordinary
work on the Babbath, mercly that our sccular
interests may be advanded? We are satisfied
the religious feeling of the community, if appeal-
ed to cu this matter, would decide most distinet-
ly in favour of honouring the law of God, cven
though sacrifices, a hundred-fuld greater than
the pretended onee involved, were required to
be made.
Qur Nation has, in. the main, heen a God-fear-
ing and God-bonouring one.  There has beenin
her, perhaps, more than in any other Nation, a
disposition to make National Acts harmonize
with the Word of God. Thiere has been in her
kegislative proceedings a public recoguition of
the Divine ]mwgivcr. And here, as historians
have declared, and a8 thousands aund tens of
thousands are persuaded, consist the safety and
prosperity of the Empire. This has given per-
mancuce to ber throue, whilst others have tot-
tered and fell ; this has prescrved her in peace
whilst the genius of strife was rioting in other
lands.  What is true in relation to an individud:
is true in relation to & community, a province, a
colony, an empire. I the dispieasure of the
Lord rests upon the Sabbath-lneaking individu-
al, and ultimately destroyvs hing so mnst it be
with the Sabbath-breaking provinee or kingdom.
The more we honour God, the more will we
be honoured by him ; and the more we di<ho-
nour him, the move lightly shall we be estecni-
ed.  When we throw oft bis fear, trample upon
his laws, and pay no respect to bis commands,
we shall cease tobe a people whose God is the
Lord. ‘Then shall our prosperity wither, and
our very blessings be turned into cur<es. Then
tha sceds of dessolution and destruction, roewr by
our own hands, shall rapidly cemninae, and a
fearful harvest of desolation be reaped by us or
our children. )

fron the Vontrcat Witness.
The Montreal Couricr aud the Subliath.

Our able cotemporary, who s, by the by, a
better authority on wabtiary than religious
matiers, i poteing the discuesion at present
going onin Broam respecang Sahibnth m e,
manifests hin symithics very strongly on the
side of what we regard Ay Sebhth dasecri-
ton and neatrongly nueminst the rodigionn por-
don of the e mmu 'y who are apposed 1o
mail service on ihe S bhath,  The bntter he
designates as ¢ Fxeter Hall people,” which
1-y perhpy, the litest souhriquel given by the
wurld to those who prefer 1o ns clanns the
cluion of religinn.  In former times they
were cailed ¢ Paritans,” ¢ Siinre,” ¢ Me.
thodist=2* Uneo gusd and ety nghteons;”
wnd ¢ Exeter Hadl peaple™ will just serve ne
well to Hintk Lo conteimnpluans estitngite 1y
which they are hel!, wod to wineh the e M-
ter has taazht them they must ever eapeci to
e held by the nien of this world,  Buac has
it never occarred v our cotemporary, nnd
those who thonk with B that ths very cless,
thus variously decienated, 15 the clement
which iy distingmshea Bovain teom the
Contineut of Barape —which g ves strepsth,
carpestness el provepl s ol that Beitaan

ndvanced I'jl‘ vioie, Yoy intorea, amd
commerce of Brivun, by mcane of mnesons,

tirst oflize on the ronte after midui bt en Saur-
.dav. In no case should a mail be iurwarded or !
a letter delivered on Sabbath. Neither the one ‘
nor the othier can Le done without a dire-t viola- |

; : : auds of the great Lawgiver aud "oty the observance of Sabt o | ure st Jte sh s 1 o 2 it . : _ :
tiva of the commands ul gre J and L outy e observarce of “he BDabLarh bur ihe fcare cast e shadow over e ey Loure of I ed tolnuations — rite 1y ceriain quartert—

toperhaps fully aggrent gn extent ap has Leen
done by all the nationul serentifie, naval gl
military expeditions that ever were fitted oo ?
Do it not oreur to the Courter that i8N
iwtlience of thaeliss could be desteayed, 1ot

doss, woed whieh, wathoat patonal nid, h.xsr

ithe 8 bhath s nota Batfway stop. He henves
St overboard nliogether, aud substriutes Sun-
“duy i its place.  Arvcorhing o this authonty
“the fourth Commmudinent must, we suppose,
She ettt wut ofthe Dcalogzue, unloss the word
' hbath, which oceurs g it thrice, he chang-
“ed into Sunday.  Batitmust be remembher-
fed that this 18 the gane nuthority who deei-
tded that o gentlemun never changed s el
[ion—therety making it out that the Apostle
P Poul was uo gentleminn,  He also, even an
this article, relers with muoch complaisaree
10 the conduct of the Quiakers, on the Sab-
hath Ml Controverss, whomn he calls P great
sticklers” for Sunday ob-ervance ; without
ceeming to know that they have abandoned
tha Subbatn much wors than even himselt
With them all days are alike holy, amd ey
anly _abstuin from ordinary avocations and
meet on the first day of the week s &8 mint-
ter of convenience to them-elves and com-
plaisance to theie newghbonrs,

Little, bowever, as ruch urticles ere likely
to weigh with perrotia who are esvversant
with the subj-cr, they may do umniense nos-
chief oth 1o niesleading « thoughtless 1mutn-
tude, who are gl ul of any opportunsity or ex-
cuee to violate the repose nnd waneivy of the
day of rest—and in strengtivming the hands
of thosa. (it thers nre uny such) who are di--
pos«d (o continge the pres-nt grievous ahuse
of Sabbath Mails und Sabhs'h delivenes ot
letters in Cunada, nfter the Post Ofice De-
purtment comes into our own hands,

STANDEXG REGULATIONS.

—_———

Correspand=nts must send their communicatinhe written
1 adezanle hand, amd, unlens they contain the names of
Bew subsciibels, of remitinnces, free of postage ; nod
entinel ue §n coRfidence, Wilh their proper nawés and
Address,

The Editor holds not himeelt responsitile for the opintens
ot correspundents—claims the previlege of medifying or
reject:ng articies etlfered lor pubhication —and csunol
pedge himself to return thosecnot inserted.

Commupmicntionn on buainess, sl those intended for
publication, when contaned in the wiine letter, shoald,
i prncticalle, he wiiten on ifferent parts of the sheet,
so it they sy be separsted when they rech un,

Connpnnientions sod Exchanges shonld be nddressed 1o the
Edior, Hahitax, N, =

Jasued weehly, ou ®aturday Morning—Terms Ten Ehil-
hiugs per minum, excluxive of posinge —hall yearly
wlvunce —Mingle Copies three pence ench,

The Weslevan Sitinters of the Nova Eeotin and New
Branswick [histricis wre our Agents ; who will recetve
ordeis and dishe rvimiliances.
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CHRISTYEAN,

Previously te the appearance of our next

(number Creistyvas will have come and

[ eone.
|

"unlivip:nion, wish our Patross the compli-

We may, therefore, appropriately, in

"ments of the seazon. May it prove as » hp-
pySas temporal good wnd the Ueesing of
God eanrender it}

i On many zeceunts we kail witly pleazure
the return of this *festival,” It isa time

of sociul interconrsc, markd by the inter-
1

clanae of friendiy oreetiners. Menmbers of

Vamilics, seperated thronghout the vear, and
I . . ¢
ceach pursuing his own avoeation—where
| .
cpracticable—gather bencaah the  parvental
! roof,

« By wbsence hallow™d and endeared by time,”

.

ead reendl the seenes of ehildhood—
¢ Sweet kcenes ! conjerned with ali that most en-
deny

The clowiless marning of their tender vears.*

Nor are teloved absent-ones foreotten, wlo
are bevond the tall mountains, or whle-roll-
ing sexs. Delichttul reminiseences  come
erowding thick and fast, and sweet thouchis,
Hike music, compose the mind to Lia<ful re-
verico  Arcund the ol heartli-stone. or new-
Ay crectod] by sirares, Kindeed spirits meet,

and yield to the Talowed fuspizcion of the

sensone The Hade ones !t How cheerful

and hapoy they anpear—their olad faces

cwreathed in .\Hl'!'('-~—l'1‘..j.);p:;jn_r everthe Leou-

Liche parenial, or brothery,

i

jritul jeresonts
! . ) . . .
vorsisterheor e ndly Kindness has enntorred,

bCherishod momenio < of o chadeomes noriod,

when the #ky was bright, and no ¢loud m‘i Tt v

more sohier mood Letits nis.
CCrrisamas, as a0 redizious festival, g
peculiar attractions ; l‘!):llnll'lhlvl‘ﬂli\‘e, TIY
ie, of uue of e mort astonicLing events cop.
necied with the Listory of the world—the
birth of the incarnate Sen of God.  The
cecnd 13 caleniwted to inspire our hearts with
unwonted jov. -1iis advent had referene
to ulterior purposea. Lirh and rlorions, and
in the lofty interests im‘ul\'cd.inﬁniufly tran.
seendipz the utmost orasp of human or ap.
welic minds, This we know—Dbecatise it i
revealed—that * in sl things it behoved
liim to be made like unto his brethren, they
he might be a merciful and faithful High
Pricst in things pertaining 1o God, to muke
reconciliation for the sins of the people.®
Whercefore * Le took not on him the natupg
of angels; but be todk on him the seed of
Abmhaw.”
¢ lle deigna in flesh to® appear,
Widest extremes to join;
To bring onr vileness near,
And make uy all divine.”
ITad ke not been born, he could neither, ia
our nature, have sutiered nor died, nor dis-
charged the functions of those high Offices,
which he, as the sole Mediator between God
and men, now sustaing, ‘I'he sublime and
gracious purposes of lis incarnation should
on this festival be kept specially in view,and
call forth grateful and pious emotions of
heart. When this commemorative day ie
spent, in whole cr in part, in worldly merri-
ment or mere sensual pleasures, as alas! i
is by many even in chiristian countries, it is
debased from its original and exalted design,
and made to eontribute to an increase of vi-
cious indulgences instead of prompting e
checrfully devotional -exercises.  Strange
infatuation! T'o conneet tac birth of Cninier,
—on whose mudiatorial work our present
liappiness and deliverance from the intermin-
able miserics of the future, and our prepars-
tion for an eternity of bliss.are suspended,~
with guilt and crime ! O let this great wick-
eduess cease—for ever cease—and no more
be found staining with crimson hue a cAr-
tiaw Jand |
A word or two more.  The return of this
Jayous seazon should prompt to cheerful, en
It the Son of God has s
magnificd toward us the riches of his gracs,
we should manifest our gratitude to him by
freely contributing of our ubundance to those
who are destitute.  If one ecircumstances
more than another, is caleulated to suspend,
control, or destroy the seliishness of our na
turesand open wide the Land of benevolenee,
that circumstance is the voluntary poverty
manifested by the Son of God in his incar
nation.  Many are waiting to receive oar
liberality. The poor we have always with
ux, aflording constant opportunity, but espe-
ciully at this season, of showing our love to
Him, who thoush rich yet for our sakes be
‘came poorthat we throngh his poverty migh
be made rich,

larged liberality.

By no very great sacrifice
we may mingle sweets in the cup of hw-
mn bitterness, and cause the heart of the
widow and the orphan tosing for joy.

AAAANANAANNS LA vA AA A

REV. MR. ARTIlYR'S MISSIONARY SPEM

T conelnding part of Me, Arthar's ad-
mirable aud telline specel dedivered at the
Letos

Micsionary Meeting, appesrs o8

another pace s wnd we advice cur roders (o
resperiise the entive aeddress from the be
cinnine, that the impresson ot the wiwle
way renain fredh wpon the mind. To

'
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The response Wis nob
aid of the Funds, at

ed to the muniheer
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(ollection in
mecting, araount ’
£g22. The aguregate sum reattxo
Anniversary of Leeds,
wen Hundred and furly ]munds‘
§ierling, equal to sixteen hiaedred a

y

most effective way of * stopping

was upward:

Jive puuuds of Nova Scotia Curr

plies™!

It had been very widely predict
.partizans of the expelled Ministers
ii'usionnry Mecetings would “ test
popularity of the proceedings of G
The result of these Meetings, but
of Leeds, shows most clearly, thaf
standing the insidvous and unweal
made to induce persons to belies
eontrary, the Methodist people, in
have neither lost confidence in th
ence, the President of whom occ
Chair at Leeds, nor in the oo
the Missionary Socicty. The nc
umph bas been struck—und its ¢
be heard in many lands. Methe

more than survive the agitation
men. Gathering renewed strvng
ol with fresh cournge, she will p
self for more nolile achievments
vine and holy enterprise of the v
version. ‘The sound-hearted
around Ler standard, and by the
-and anzmented pecuniary aid, be
ward and onward in her blesscd
Christian usefuluess 5 and when
of the “ Triumvirate” shall hay
oblivion, or be remembered only
ings of pain and sorrow, Method
ject of their hostility, will remai
poral and religious grandeur, &
the world,—enlarging her spher
eent operation from century to e
speak not thus through any fee
glory, but because it is our firu
that Methodism has been raised
tered by God, as a michty instr
own hand, to accomplish Lip red
poses towards our sinful raee;

she starfds true to 1lim and 1

weapon formed agzainst her

She may, because of her fidelit

lical principles, ane unflinching

rizht, and just,in her economy
throush rissis of trial; but
firc on rold, wiil not consame,
der Ler more pure, and inere:
Zivus worth.
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SACEVILLE ACADEY

The next Torm in this 7
ommenes on Farcdoy the
Januare, 1~00,
The m it~ oS Surl e Ar

verury Tnstitusion huve Lo -
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