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OPICS OF THE WEEK.
^TBB RELIGIOUS EXODUS. - 

Commenting upon the exodus of re­
ligious congregations from France, 
in consequence of the Law of Asso­
ciations, that came into force a 
week ago last Thursday, the » Paris 
correspondent of the New York 
“Tribune” indulges in some charac­
teristic criticism. Amongst other 
things this writer says

“Those who wish to judge impar­
tially the effect of this great eccle­
siastical upheaval now taking place 
should remember that all that the 
Associations Law practically re­
quires is that those professing so to 
work in association must publish the 
rules of their association and fur- 

t nish reasonable guarantees that 
tlieir funds are not applied to pur­
poses they do not care to avow. 
Two-thirds of the nominally reli­
gious establishments in France de­
cline to face a test which the re­
maining third are willing to under­
go. and the general belief among per­
sons of intelligence here is that the 
Associations Law receives consider­
able justification from these figures.”

This is exactly the stand taken by 
the anti-clericals of France. The 
“onus probendi” is flung upon the 

shoulders of the religious orders, and 
the fact of certain of their number 
being unwilling to ffablish their 
rules, to satisfy the -whims and cu­
riosity of those who are not capable 
of either appreciating the spirit or 
application of such rules, is distort­
ed into an evidence of wrong-doing 
upon the part of such associations. 
That some orders are willing Jy^ub- 
mit to the tpst, as it is called, by 
no means necessitates that others 
should do likewise. As regards this 
publication of rules the attempt on 
the part of the Government to co­
erce, the religious bodies into sub­
mission to an unjust demand is ob­
viously most biased. Would the gov­
ernment demand of the Freemasons, 
or of any other anti-Catholic associ­
ations, the publication of their 
rules? Decidedly not. Yet these are 
secret orders, oath-bound, and dan- 1 
gerous. Their secrets are political in 
jevery acceptation of the term, and 
the oaths which they take are con­
sequently of a political nature. On

We fail to understand itr' Possibly 
we have been educated in an atmos­
phere so entirely different from that 
in which these people were trained, 
that we are incapable of understand­
ing their methods and principles. If 
we take in the situation rightly (and 
if we err let us be corrected), there 
is the House of Deputies, consist­
ing of a number of ministers work­
ing in convocation with a number of 
bishops of the Episcopal Church. 
These clergymen must be learned, 
they must know something about 
history, literature, science, philo­
sophy and even theology. Being such 
they want permission to use other 
forms of worship other than those 
which now obtain, for the benefit of 
those who are “not in complete 
union with the church.” By church 
we suppose they mean Anglican 
Church. They wish to have such re­
forms as will suit people - ” not in 
complete union” with them. Truth 
is truth; there can be no real union 
Without that it be complete. These 
learned bishops must know all this; 
their station and their studies 
should have made them conversant 
with such indisputable facts. How 
comes it; then, that they seem to 
glory in their own divisions and to 
pretend to an authority which their 
very actions repudiate? There can 
be one only explanation—the blind­
ness that accompanies a lack of the 
Faith. As to the genius who fears 
the "unauthorized communion and 
obnoxious customs” of Catholics we 
four that he is too dense to appreci­
ate anything higher than controver­
sial Billingsgate.

better to speak straight, and he 
would say that he hoped this season 
to see an agrarian agitation adopt­
ed by the United Irish League all 
over lrelapd of so close, so intense, 
and so menacing a character that 
the landlords who were holding out 
against them and the Government 
would be forced, as they often hod 
been forced in the past, to come to 
deal generously with this matter.

He did not propose for a moment 
to lay down upon what precise lines 
that movement ought to run in every 
district in Ireland; but he had suffl- 
cient faith in the common sense and 
wisdom of members of the United 
Irish League to feel sure that they 
would translate that general declar­
ation of policy into action according 
to the circumstances of each locality 
always bearing in mind that this 
movement, if it was to be success­
ful, must be maintained well within 
the laws both of God and man. Vio­
lence was foreign to their programme 
and injurious to the cause, and while 
he would be the first to trample un­
der foot police proclamation laws 
and to think nothing of vindicating 
the national right of the people in 
opposition to any law, at the same 
time, when he spoke of God and 
man, he pointed to those laws which 
were binding on the heart and con­
science of a Christian people, and 
he said that such laws must be re­
spected by this movement if it was 
to be successful.

of them representing one of the mys­
teries, and fifteen bishops were to 
take part in the consecration, while 
he himself was to write an Apostolic 
letter for the occasion. This letter 
appeared yesterday evening in the 
Osservatore Romano, and is, need­
less to say, fully worthy of Pope 
Leo. He also spoke about another 
letter on the Rosary, which is to be 
addressed to the Catholics of the 
whole world. As a matter of fact 
with the advent of every October 
since he has been in the Chair of 
Peter, Pope Leo has composed either 
an encyclical, constitution, letter or 
brief on the subject. Finally, His 
Holiness, after encouraging the edit­
or of the “Unita Catolica” (one of 
the best Catholic papers in Italy) to 
continue battling for the cause of 
the Church in spite of all opposition, 
rose to his feet, blessed us, walked 
With a light step to his sedan chair, 
and in another moment had disap-

NOTES FROM ROME.

CATHOLIC UNITY.

FORBIDDEN IRISH.—Some weeks 
ago we published the following 
item :—

“Bartley Hynes, an Irishman, liv­
ing at Kinvara, county Galway, Ire­
land, was fined recently for having 
his name on the side of his cart An 
Irish characters instead of in Eng­
lish letters. Five magistrates delib­
erated over the enormity of the 
crime, and finally fined him one pen­
ny and costs, with the alternative of 
going-to jail for seven days. Bart­
ley refused to pay the fine and the

the other hand, the vows of the re- magistrates have not yet sent him 
ligious in no way affect the state, —~ 
nor the political organization; they 
are purely of a religious, or spiritu­
al character. In the next place, this 
desire, on the part of the civil au­
thority to pry into the financial af­
fairs of the religious orders is an 
impertinence that would not be tol­
erated, nor would it be attempted, 
in any other imaginable case. Just 
fancy a law being passed to oblige 
commercial houses, banking estab­
lishments, railway corporations, or 
any other large associations, to ren-' 
der an account of their funds, to un­
fold their financial transactions, and. 
to satisfy the state that thçir funds 
are used for such or such purposes.
Yet, it would be less preposterous 
than a law having the same effects 
in regard to congregations whose 
individual members contribute their 
xery lives to the support of the 
poor, or the education of the young.
No amount of sophistry could ever 
efface the iniquitous character of 
that abominable law, nor can any 
argument, howsoever specious, jus­
tify legalized persecution, such as 
that to which the religious congre­
gations of France are subjected.

to prison. The Gael, a New York 
magazine, devoted to the cultiva­
tion of the Irish language has sent 
the following cable message to 
Hynes :

‘If you haven't paid that penny 
fine, don't pay it, go to jail. Gael 
trill pay your wages wHUe locked 
up/ ”

We have among the contributors 
to the “True Witness” a poet who 
writes to order, a kind of laureate, 
but not of the Austin type. He read 
the above item and wrote :—
“Remember the fate of Bartley 

Hynes,
And the laws that made him smart— 
Condemned was he to jail and fines, 
For the Irish name on h^s cart—
You may print your name in any 

tongue.
As you get to the Galway mart, 
Provided no Gaelic words are flung 
With paint on the side of your cart 
An Irish name on a cart, you see. 
Might make the squireens smart— 
So if you respect your liberty—
Fut no Irish on your cart.”

—J. n m m

THE IRISH LEAfiOB’S PLANS

WORSHIP FORMS. - At San 
Francisco the "Episcopal House of 
Deputies”, and the various, elements 
of which it is composed, have been 
having a lively time of it. The re-

Mr. John Redmond, M.P., was the 
principal speaker at a meeting of 
the local branches of the United 
Irish League, which was held recent­
ly at Liemore, County Waterford. 
He said that the voice of the scoffers 

and th^doubters of twelve months 
ago had now been silenced by the re­
cent progress of the United Irish 
League and by the ability, industry, 

unity displayed by the Irish par- 
‘ session of,parliament^ 

thaVtlrf# 
r of the

A correspondent of the "Freeman's 
Journal,” New York, who, in the 
last week of September, was privi­
leged to see and to hear the Holy 
Father, furnishes a very graphic ac­
count of the reception of a special 
deputation that was received by the 
Pontiff at that time. As the ac­
count given deals with the very im­
portant question of Catholic unity, 
and with the Pope's personal views 
on the subject of socialism and an­
archy, we will take from his letter 
such portions as are calculated to 
convey a just idea regarding this 
great issue. After telling of his pre­
sence in the audience hail, when the 
Pope, full of vigor and spirit, was 
in the act of receiving the delega­
tion in question, he says :—

A deputation had come all the 
way from Taranto to present him 
with the address which had been 
drawn up for him by the Catholic 
Congress, and to give him further 
details about the gathering. As far 
as the second scope of their journey 
was concerned they might have spar­
ed themselves the trouble —for Leo 
Xllf. seemed to know more about 
the working of the Congress than 
any of those who had been present 
at it. His face lit up with pleasure 
when he spoke of the satisfaction 
with which he had heard of the prac­
tical resolutions arrived at, and of 
the spirit of unity and charity which 
prevailed throughout the delibera­
tions. What the Catholics of Italy, 
nay. the Catholics of the whole 
world, mainly require, he said, is 
unity and concord. Elsewhere * the 
immediate objects which Catholics 
have to,aim at must naturally be 
different from those of Italy — but 
there could be no doubt that Catho­
lics everywhere should take a great 
interest in the settlement of social 
questions, and he was therefore par­
ticularly pleased with the amount of 
attention which the Congress of Tar­
anto had devoted to them. The need 
is more urgent in Italy than in most 
other countries, because more head­
way has been made latterly in Italy 
than anywhere else in Europe. So­
cialism was threatening Europe with 
ruin, and the only way to avert 
that, ruin was the propagation of 
sound Christian principles among 
the working classes.

Here in Italy, at least, it is but a 
short step from socialism to anarch­
ism, and Pope Leo’s thought natu­
rally passed from one to the other. 
President McKinley had been wound­
ed a few days before, but the fatal 
news of .his death had not yet reach­
ed Rome. The subject furnished mo­
lar choly food for reflection to His 
Holiness. He reminded us that only 
a year ago King Humbert had fallen 
a victim to anarchy, and before 
Humbert two presidents of republics 
had been suddenly removed by as­
sassins. All this showed, he said, 
that anarchist hatred was not di­
rected so much against this or that 
form of government, but against the 
very principle of authority. The 
murder of President McKinley prov­
ed this to demonstration, because 
the greatest liberty reigns fh the

jWINDLERS.—A very profitable 
bupiness, to which guides and other 
hotel hangers-on were very much ad- 
dfoted, especially duiing the winter 
months, was the sale of forged en-' 
trance tickets to the Vatican cere­
monies, writes a correspondent of 
the “Catholic Times.” The real 
tickets being simply printed on or­
dinary light card-board, were imit­
ated to perfection by unscrupulous 
speculators, who had no difficulty in 
disposing of the forgeries at fantas­
tic prices. Needless to say that this 
scandalous traffic gave rise to nu­
merous inconveniences, irreverent 
sight-seers finding their way to pri­
vileged “tribune,” and often exces­
sively crowding the Sixtine Chapel 
and Sala Clementina, when the cere­
monies took place in these compara­
tively limited halls instead of in St. 
Peter's. During the Holy Year the 
forgeries were so numerous and 
barefaced that the Papal authorities 
determined to put a stop to this 
dangerous scandal. Mgr. Bisleti, the 
Pope’s Maestro di Camera, has at 
last effected-the necessary reform in 
the “biglietti,” which are n.ow print­
ed on specially manufactured filigree 
paper by a machine similar to those 
vse<|> for banknotes. It will there- 
foi*6 De as difficult in future to imit­
ate one of these entrance tickets, ns 
to forge a five-pound note. The new 
Tugrietti” were issued for the first 

time on Monday, when the Holy Fa­
ther received a group of one thou­
sand French pilgrims led by M. Har- 
mel. Needless to say, this ingenious 
measure has created the utmost con­
sternation among hotel porters and 
“ciceroni,” whose yearly income has 
thereby undergone a considerable re- 
duction.

A GREAT CENTENARY. — The 
oldest Republic in the world, San 
Marino, in Italy, has just celebrated 
the sixteenth century of its exist­
ence, being founded in the year 401. 
The celebrations began with reli­
gious functions. His Eminence Car­
dinal Svampa, Archbishop of Bol­
ogna, celebrated Pontifical Mass, at 
which the Governors and all the au­
thorities assisted in their picturesque 
ancient costumes. All the prelates, 
religious, and priests were present, 
and after Mass walked in the solemn 
procession, carrying the relics of the 
patron saint, St. Marino. In the ad­
dress on the liberty of the Republic, 
the speaker said they had always 
prospered, and should continue to 
prosper as an example to the great 
nations, because, as in past centur­
ies, their union was based on a reli­
gious foundation. These sentiments 
were enthusiastically received. In 
the evening the usugl “Tombola” 
arid, grand illuminations took place.

THE PULPIT DURING THE WEEK.
INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH. 

—“Is the Church Humiliated in the 
Present Century," was the theme 
upon which Rev. Father Moloney, of. 
Bermondsey, Eng., delivered a ser- 
mon in the Church of the Sacred 
Heart, Chamber well, recently, and 
from which wo take the following 
extract -

In the early ages as now there 
were conflicts, yet there was one es­
sential difference. To all men on the 
continent of Europe which in the 
curly ages represented civilization 
there was nothing so great, nothing 
"whoso authority was so much be­
yond dispute, as 4hat which wav 
reverently spoken of ns “our holy 
mother the Church.” The Church 
claimed to influence almost every­
thing in public matters, and slic 
claimed, in a word, to be indeed the 
mother of the world, and thus it 
was that the words of Isaias were 
fulfilled. The Catholic Church was 
exulted before the gyes of men as 
the greatest organization of the 
world, as the greatest factor in hu­
man civilization. There was holiness 
in the Church to-day; certainly there 
was the gift of miracles in the 
Church to-day; certainly all the gifts 
spiritual that belonged to the church 
were with her still in undiminished 
fulness. Yet dould we honestly say 
that the Church was in a position 
of exaltation? It was the business 
of Catholics to take an intelligent 
interest in the general affairs of the 
Church, and if, doing that, they 
cast their eyes across the continent 
of Europe whnt did they see? In the

able—to be able to dress well o» 
Sunday and keep a fair exterior, re­
gardless of the rottenness and cor­
ruption to be found in the midst of 
this vast Babylon. Father Donnelly 
appealed to them to give their chil­
dren a Catholic education und to 
support their schools.

ON SOCIALISM.—The following 
letter from the Most Rev. Dr. O’Cal­
laghan was read in all the churches 
of the diocese of Cork at each Mass 
on a recent Sunday ;

Very Rev. and Rev. Brethren.—We 
deem it right to call your attention 
to certain teachings which, under 
the name of Sociitlism, are now be­
ing propagated in our city, and wo 
do so that you may instruct and ad­
vise your flocks against the dangers 
to which such teachings would ex­
pose them. You are fully acquainted 
with the nature and tendencies of 
Socialism—that it originated in the 
diffusion of a false philosophy mid 
false principles of morality, and 
that it fails to effect what it pro­
mises— i.e., the content and happi­
ness of the people. You have more 
opportunities than others of know­
ing the wants and wretchedness of 
the poor. You live In their midst, 
and your cars are ever open to their 
tales of sorrow and suffering. You 
are by their side oven at death, and 
you frequently hear words of regret 
and repentance at that solemn mo­
ment for neglect in not following 
your guidance. You know best of all
the real cause of their misery, and

........  ....... .......... v..w Wlie tho most efficacious remedies to al-.
first place the position to which the i lcvinte it- Socialism no doubt has 
Papacv had been reduced by the taken hold of many in some coun­

tries in which infidelity is wide­
spread. and the laws of God are dis­
regarded. Like other great evils wo 
have to deplore, it is the result of 
the godless education so much fav*« 
ored by tho governments of the 
world.

The duty of Catholics regarding it-

Italian Government was a growing 
scandal, and a proof of how far our 
mother the Church was in the posi­
tion of exaltation.

Let them take the events which 
had taken place during the post de­
cade. Take, for instance, the coun­
try to which he had referred. Had _ ^
they forgotten that five or six years Î cl^ar‘ ftnt* Cftni*ot be mistaken- 
ago, in spite of the Catholicity of!/,1.1.® ViCnr of Christ, whose infalll- 
the people, in spite of the loyalty, to j , extends not only to dogmas of 
the Church of the Emperor Joseph, i but nI®o to matters of moralsr
he was compelled to give his çonsent warned nil tho faithful in his
to a law that Catholics about to 
contract marriage were obliged to 
appear before a civil tribunal, and 
there go through the form of mar­
riage, as if the Catholic Church 
never existed. Turn to France, and 
we witnessed .that the Mayors of 
provincial towns, “dressed in a lit­
tle brief authority,” yet bold 
enough to lead processions and to 
take down from some public build­
ing the cross, a cause which was re­
presented by the Church in the 
world, and which in times past Ro­
man Emperors had been glad to put 
upon their crowns. During the lust 
few months had we not been called 
upon to witness another movement 
to which the appearance of legality 
had been given, which It was at­
tempted to justify under the plea 
that the State had its own rights as 
well as the Church, but which, if

encyclical letter, 7th December, 
1887, “of the grave error in Social­
istic doctrines, and their disastrous 
influences, not merely on material in­
terests, but'also on religion and mo­
rality.” On the 15th May, 1891, he 
referred to the same subject, and 
proscribed equitable rules founded 
on tho teachings of the Gospels, 
which he considered “efficacious in 
securing the observance of justice 
and the protection of religion, and 
the removal of all disputes between 
tho various social classes.'’ In his 
Encyclical letter of the 18th Janu­
ary, he says : “Socialists are worm­
ing themselves into the heart of the 
State, in secret conclave and in tho 
light of day, and they are driving 
the people to sedition— they have 
cast off all restraint of religion — 
they acknowledge no obligations • 
they talk only of rights—they are in-V 1 * ‘ * *'*1 I WU II IV I I | V* I I , 11 I. , * O -VJ HI V I u

closely studied in its own words. ,lll,llinK lhe minds ol the poor, who
a great attack upon Christinn-

THE FRENCH PILGRIMS, num­
bering about one thousand, from all 
parts of France arrived in Rome on 
the 12th of September, in two trains 
from Florence and Assisi. On Mon­
day they were received by the Holy 
Father; they visited all the basil­
icas, and interesting places In differ­
ent parties. On Sunday His Emin- 
snoe Cardinal Segna celebrated Mass 
with general Communion in St. Pe­
ter's, at sevej o'clock, after which 
tho great relics were exposed for 
veneration; In the Cortlle Belve- 
dore, where the pilgrims have their 
meals, on different days several Car­
dinals and eminent prelates assisted 
and addressed the pilgrims. On Mon­
day Hie Eminence Cardinal Cretoni 
gave an interesting address. On Sun­
day His Eminence Cardinal Paroc- 
ehi spoke to them, and at 6 o'clock 

• solemn Benediction 
Sacrament at the 
jouis of the French, 
he pilgrims left for 
Venice, Milan, and

I. U,W.Sj,T

lastWas
recognized

8ION.
OOMMI8-

IF CHRIST CAME TO LONDON.— 
Pleaching at the forty-sixth anni­
versary of the opening of St. Anne’s 
Church, Spitalfields, the Very Rev. 
Father Donnelly, S.J., in speaking 
of Mary as their Mother, os well as 
the Mother of our Lord, asked his 
hearers to bring this truth home to 
themselves and to try to grasp it 
in all its reality. It was hard to do 
so in this land, once Mary’s dowry, 
from which God’s truth had been 
nearly driven by the 850 years of 
Protestantism. It behoved us, liv­
ing in the midst of an atmosphere 
filled with the microbes of heresy, 
to be on our guard, to strive more 
and more after the truth, and to 
put it into practice. He had just 
opened a school in the neighborhood 
whence,.-he came, and children came 
to this school from the Board 
schools—children of Catholic fathers 
and mothers. The mistress asked 
them to say their prayers and to 
make the sign of the cross. He be­
lieved about one-third of them could 
not make the sign of the cross. 
About the same number did not 
know the /Our Father” which he 
understood was taught in the board 
schools. And when the children were 
asked to pray for fine weather on a 
certain day some of them smiled con 
tcmptuously. They did not believe in 
prayer. It was very hard to live in 
the midst of an atmosphere nf Ppa. 
testantism arid heresy i 
infected by it and being 
losing sight of the first 
the Gospel.

Who in this modern 
lieved in the present d 
ed are the poor in spi 
money grabber of tli 
change believe in it? He 
too busy

arc daily flocking in greater num­
bers to hear them, and who, from 
their wretched condition, fall easy 
victims to deceit, and arc led into 
error. Religion and society are at 
stake, and it is the sacred duty^of 
all good men to save them from tiRs- 
honor.”

Warnings such os these, though 
perhaps more applicable to other 
countries than our own, should be 
taken to heart, and coming, as they 
do, from him who Is burdened with 
the solicitude of all the churches, 
they should remove all doubt as to 
the action to bo adopted by Catho­
lics. Socialistic doctrines are not 
according to the teaching of the 
Church, and cannot therefore be 
from God. Our people have been al­
ways faithful, and their fidelity has 
been proved through ages of trials 
und persecutions—they have never 
fallen away from obedience to the 
Vicar of Christ. They will hear the 
voice of their pastors, and, with 
God’s help, will be safeguarded 
against new dangers which are be­
gotten of irreligion and infidelity.

LORD DUFFERIN HONORED.

Lord Dufferin is an Irishman of 
whom his countrymen in general are 
proud. An interesting ceremony 
took place in the handsome club­
house of the Royal Ulster Yacht 
Club on Saturday afternoon, 
ft magnificent portrait of the


