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_that @bominable law, nor can any
it e

cintions, that came into force a
week ago last Thursday, the ¢ Paris
corresporident” of the New York

'’ indulges in some charac-
teristic criticism, Amongst other
things this writer says :—

“‘Those who wish to judge impar-
tially the eflect of this great eccle-
sinstical upheaval now taking place
should remember that all that the
Associations  Law practically re-
quires i8 that shose professing so to
work in association must publish the
rules of their association and fur-
nish'  reasonable guarantees  that
their funds are not applied to pur-
ruses they do not care to avow.
f'wo-thirds of the nominally reli-
gious establishments in France de-
cline to face a test which the re-
maining third are willing to under-
o, and the general belief among per-
sons of intelligence here is that the
Associations Law receives consider-
able justification from these figures.”

This is exactly the stand taken by
the anti-clericals of France. The
“‘onus probendi’’ is flung upon the
shoulders of the religious orders, and
the fact of certain of their number
being unwilling  to “publish their
rules, to satisfy the-whims and cu-
riosity of those who are not capable
of either appreciating the spirit or
application of such rules; is distort-
ed into an evidence of wrong-doing
upon the part of such associations.
That some orders are willing “ub—
mit to the test, as it is called, by
no means necessitates that others
should do likewise. As regards this
publication of rules the attempt on
the part of the Government to co-
erce, the religious bodies into sub-
mission to an unjust demand is ob-
viously most biased. Would the gov-
ernment demand of the Freemasons,
or of any other anti-Catholic associ-
ations, the publication of their
rvles? Decidedly not. Yet these are
secret orders, oath-bound, and dan-
gerous. Their secrets are-political in
every acceptation of the term,- and
the oaths which they take are con-
sequently of a political nature. On
the other hand, the vows of the re-
ligious in no way aflect the . state,
nor the political organization; they
are purely of a religious, or spiritu-
al character. In the next place, this

o

desire, on the part of the civil au-|

thority to pry into the financial af-
fairs of the religious orders is an
impertinence that would not be tol-
erated, nor would it be attempted,
in any other imaginable case. Just
fancy a law being passed to oblige
commercial houses, banking estab-
lishments, railway corporations, or
any other largé associations, to ren-
-der an aceount of their funds, to un-
fold their financial transactions, and.
1o satisfy the state tHat their funds
ar¢ used for such or such purposes.

- Yet, it would be less preposterous

than a law having the same eflects
in regard to congregations ~whose
individual members contribute their
lives to the support of the
education of the young.
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We fail to understand it* Possibly
we have been educated in an atmos-
phere so entirely different from that
in which these people were trained,
that we are incapable of understand-
ing their methods and principles. If
we take in the situation rightly (and
if we err let us be corrected), there

is the House of Deputies, consist-"

ing of a number of ministers work-
ing in convocation with a number of
bishops of the Episcopal Church,
These clergymen must be learned,
they must know something about
history, literature, science, philo-
sophy and even theology. Being such
they want permission to use other
forms of worship other than those
which now obtain, for the benefit of
those who are “‘not in complete
union with the church.” By church
we suppose they ‘mean Anglican
Church., They wish to have such re-
forms as will suit people. ‘“ not in
complete union’’ with them. Truth
is truth; there can be no real union
without that it be complete. These
learned bishops must know all this;
their station and their studies
should have made them conversant
with such indisputable facts, How
comes it; then, that they seem to
glory in their own divisions and to
pretend to an authority which their
very actions repudiate? There can
be one only explanation—the blind-
ness that accompanies a lack of the
Faith. As to the genius who fears
the ‘“‘unauthorized communion and
obnoxious customs’’ of Catholics we
feur that he is too dense to appreci-
ate anything higher than controver-
sial Billingsgate.

FORBIDDEN IRISH.—Some wegks
ago we published the following
itens \—

““Bartley Hynes, an Irishman, liv-
ing at Kinvara, county Galway, Ire-
land, was fined recently for having
his name on the side of his cart in
Irish characters instead of in Eng-
lish letters. Five magistrates delib-
erated over the enormity of the
crime, and finally fined him one pen-
ny and costs, with the alternative of
going-to jail for seven days. Bart-
ley refused to pay the fine and the
magistrates have not yet sent him
to prison. The Gael, a New York
magazine, devoted to the cultiva-
tion of the Irish language has sent
the following cable message to
Hynes ¢

‘If you haven't paid that penny
fine, don’t pay it, go to jail. Gael
will pay your wages while locked
up.’

We bave among. the contributors
to the ““True Witness’” a poet who
writes to order, a kind of laureate,
but not of the Austin type. He read
the above item and wrote i—

‘‘Remember  the fate of Bartley
Hynes,

And the laws that made him smart—

Condemned was he to jail and fines,

For the Irish name on h*s cart—

You may print your name in any
tongue.

As you get to the Galway mart,

Provided no Gaelic words are flung

With paint on the side of your cart,

An Trish name on a cart, you see,

Might make the squireens smart—
So if you respect your liberty—

‘Put no Irish on your cart,”
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THE IRISH LEAGUR'S PLANS

. Mr. John Redmond, M.P., was the
principal -~ speaker at a meeting of

'the  local ‘branches of the United

h League, which was held recent-
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