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5. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published every Thursday
(52 issues per year)

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or ., handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
profitable, practical, reliable information for farmers, dairymen,
gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

s. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, United States,
England, Ireland and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.00
when not paid in advance. All other countries, 12s.

8 ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 20 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furmshﬁ on application.

4 THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

s THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to ne are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6 REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by

or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
Wben made otherwise we will not be responsible.

THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. —Subscribers when ordenns a ("J'\ge
of address should give the old as well as the new P.

. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topu
We are always pleased to receive articles. For such as
we consider uable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, §a ggestions How to Improve the
ADVOCATE, Dmcngnone of New Grams. Roots or Vegetables not
ﬁnerally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, cr Improved

ethods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions

sent us must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.

3. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address— THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LmMITED),
LoNDON, CANADA,
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Two for the Home.

While most of your readers would find it quite
unsatisfactory to get along without the ‘‘ Farm-
er's Advocate,”” we find it almost necessary to
have two numbers coming to our house, as indeed
we had for some time. Think, Mr. Editor, what
it means to drop a single copy of such a paper
us the *‘ Advocate '’ upon the table of a house
with thirteen eager inmates, unless some definite
law of precedence is enforced. ANSON GROH.

Waterloo Co.

Mr. C. W. Buck, Brantford, Ont. :
find our renewal for the weekly ‘“ Farmer's Advo-
cate.””  We do not li¥% on a farmn, but still cnjoy
reading your up-to-date farmers paper.

Enclosed

John Andrew Scott, Richmond Co., Que. : We
are all pleased to have the “* Advocate " every
week, and think it is impossible to get  another
such farmers’ paper for the sanme moneyv, $1.50 per
year.

A. J. Dolsen, Kent Co.: 1 am glad to be found
among your subscribers, as the ““ Advocate ’’ very
properly gives stock-breeding a leading place in its
departments. Stock-breeders are, therefore, made
to know almost as much of each other's work in
this Province as if they were near neighbors.
Wishing you every success.

Charles Dunlop, Russell Co., says : I have been
taking the ‘“ Advocate,” I think, six years, and [
have always got the worth, more than the wor th,
of my money. 1t has al“a\s kept more than
abreast of the fast advancing times, and now that
it is to be a weekly is of double value, and is
sure to bring you success.

W. Burrell, Brant Co., Ont., says: I am

pleased with your paper, and consider myself a
subscriber for life.

John A

to!

Martin, Simcoe Co., Ont., says : 1
advantare of your generous offer to
v s Advocate ” to a friend in the
\ P'hie o 1t themn know that we
hiiy t LT rnal printed on  top

)

THE FARMERS ADVOCATE.

HORSES.

Leg Troubles in Horses.

The most common form of leg trouble in horses
is erythema, an inflammation of the outer layer of
the skin, characterized in the early stages by local
redness, heat, swelling and irritation. The red-
ness can be noticed only in animals whose skin is
white, but the other symptoms are readily recog-
nized. The terms used to express the disease dif-
fer according to the parts affected. When the
trouble appears in the heels it is called scratches
or cracked heels ; when the greater part of the
leg from the foot to the body is involved it is
called mud fever; when the front of the hock,
sallanders ; when the back of the knee, mallanders.

CAUSES.—Some horses, notably those whose
bone may 'be said to be beefy or round, are par-
ticularly predisposed to it, and require careful at-
tention to avoid it. High feeding with little ex-
ercise also predisposes to an attack, and in some
cases it appears without any well-marked cause,
doubtless due to some unexplained alteration in
the blood. In the majority of cases, however,
good care will prevent it, as it is usually caused
by inattention to cleanliness, allowing horses to
stand in damp stalls, when the heels frequently
become damp or wet with liquid or semi-liquid
manure ; cold and heat operating alternately on
the skin ; wet, friction, dirt, pressure, dibilitating
disegses, plethora or poverty. Probably the most
frequent cause is the habit of washing the heels
and legs. During late winter or early snring,
when it thaws during the day and freezes towards
evening, horses, especially those with considerable
long hair on their legs, will come into the stahle
with water and slush frozen to the hair, and when
the roads are muddy, even though there be no
frost, an accumulation of mud will be present. In
such cases it is common practice for the teamster
(through mistaken kindness) to wash the frozen
matter or the mud off with warm water. and then
stand the horse in his stall and allow the legs to
dry by the natural heat of the legs and stable
The hot water washing opens the pores of the
skin, and a free secretion sets in. which, however,
is suddenly checked by the cold air or possibly
drafts, the vessels of the skin thus lecome con-
gested, and, subsequently, inflamed, and if this
practice be repeated a few times cracked heels is
usually the result. Washing with cold water is
not so bad, as the reaction 1is not S0
great, but the legs should not be washed at
and irclination to remain with the horse and ruh
his legs with cloths or wisps of straw until thor-
oughly dry, in order to avoid the reaction men-
tioned, and as this entails a large amount of both
time and labor it is seldom done The safer plan
is to allow the horse to stand until the mud has
dried, and then brush the legs clean, or when there
is ice he should remove as much as he can hy
carefullv hand rubbing. and allow the rest to drop
off as melted by the heat of the legs and stable.
and when the hair becomes drv brush well to re-
move any tendencv to mat, and also anv dirt or
foreign substances that mav he present A fertile
cause of that form of the disease called ““ mud
fever,”” and a form that is verv hard to treat. is
the practice of clipping horses’ legs during cold
weather. Suddenly depriving the animal of this
natural protection in cold weather appears to
cause a congestion of the ves<els, which is fol-
lowed hyv an inflammation of the came and sur
rounding tissues, hence the disease. 1Torses that
are to be clipped shoald be clipped before the
weather hecomes cold in the fall, not later than
the middle of Novembher, else in the spring, when
the danger of severe weather is past, sav the
middle of April. Spring clipping, in my opinion,
is the best, as at this season the horse does not
require the protection of a long coat, and as he
perspires much less without it, he will do more
satisfactory work on less food than his mate that
is not clipped. Then, again, as before stated,
somne horses are so predisposed to the disease
under discussion, either from the peculiar quality
of the bone or other hereditary traits, that high
feeding and want of exercise will quickly produce
it.  Tor this, as all other diseases, prevention is
better than cure, and if we recognize the causes
mentioned as those that produce the discase, we

can readily see how to prevent it. It is seldom
where reasonable care is taken to avoid the
trouble that it will appear.

SYMPTOMS.—The first symptoms noticed are
swelling and tenderness to the touch, and g stifi-
ness or lameness, which, with the swelling, usu-
ally disappears on exercise. After a time the skin
cracks, when the soreness and lameness will in-
croase, and there is a greater tendency to swell-
ing ; there will be more or less of a discharge
fromi the cracks, and if intelligent treatment be
not piven the discharge becomes fetid, over-
abundant granulations (proud flesh) appear, and
the condition of the limb gradually becomes
worse,

TRENTVMENT -1t is good practice to admin-
ister a pmreative of 6 to 10 drs. aloes (according
to the size of the animal) and 2 drs. ginger. This
has a tendency  to reduce general plethora and
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stimulate circulation; follow up with diuretics
and alteratives, as 2 drs. nitrate of potash ana
an ounce of Fowler's solution of arsenic, night
and morning. 'The food should be light, as bran,
a few roots and hay ; very little grain should bhe
given, unless it is necessary to work the horse,
Local treatment consists, if taken in the early
stages, in the application of a cooling lotion, as
an ounce each of sulphate of zinc and acetate of
lead, to a quart of water, applied freely three o1
four times daily. 1f cracks have appeared, and
the weather be warm, the lotion should still be
used, but if the weather be cold, better results are
usually obtained from the use of the oxide of zinc
ointment, as the lotion is too astringent and dry-
ing. Ointment should not be used in hot and
dusty weather, unless the horse is left in the
stable, as dust, etc., will adhere to the ointment
and ag@ravate the trouble. 1If proud flesh and a
fetid discharge be present, the parts should be
dressed once or twice with a caustic, as butter of
antimony applied with a feather, and the parts
poulticed with linseed meal and powdered char-
coal, applied warm three times daily for two or
three days and nights before using the lotion or
ointment. WHIP,

The Canadmn Draft Horse.

At the Winter Fair at Guelph last December,
Mr. W. S. Spark, of Canterbury, England, made
his debut before an audience of Canadian stock-
breeders. Since then he has addressed gatherings
of breeders in many different parts of the country,
and in the course of his remarks has given us
something upon which to ruminate. Mr. Spark's
subject of address is the draft horse, with the
history, breeding and characteristics of which he
claims to be perfectly familiar. After carefully
investigating the merits and defects of the Clydes-
dale, Shire, and the Canadian draft stock, he
comes to us with the advice to establish in Can-
ada a new breed upon the foundation stock above
mentioned. The typical Shire, Mr. Spark says,
has the desirable body, quantity of bone, and
plenty of stamina, but some lack a little in qual-
ity of feet and bone, while the Clydesdales, as a
rule, possess the perfect feet, ankles and quality,
but lack in muscling of the forcarm and gaskin,
and general massiveness throughout. In short,
either of these two great draft breeds could be
used to improve the other, in order to secure
lleavy dray horses of the best type.

Not wishing anyone to accept his advice upon
purely theoretical grounds, Mr. Spark cites the
case of the famous Clydesdale stallion, P’rince of
Wales, whose name is one of the most highly es-
teemed in the Clydesdale records, and a horse of
remarkable prepotency, yet whose grandams on
both sides were Shire mares. In fact, Mr. Spark
says the reason why the Shire for <o long lacked
in quality of bone and obliquity of pasterns, was
because the early improvers of the Clyvdesdales
made regular visits to England for the express
purpose of buying Shires of the best (uality, and
the Shire breed was impoverished in this respect
by every such draft upon its lest studs.

Canada, Mr. Spark now thinks, is the country
where these two families of draft horses (for he
scarcely thinks they should be called distinct
breeds) should be reunited. A grand recompensc
1s pictured for the breeder who makes this bold
step, but, it appears to us, more than bholdness is
required to carry out this scheme. The develop-
ing of such a breed as our English authority ad-
vises would mean the expenditure upon an experi-
ment (of course with fair assurance of success) of
a large sum of money, and long years of per-
sistent application to detail in pursuit of an ideal.
Unfortunately for the scheme, the breeders of draft
horses in Canada are not blessed with a super-
fluity of this world’s goods. No breeder of either
pure-bred Clydesdales or Shires could afford to
sacrifice for work horses a large number of colts
from pure-bred mares, that would be necessary if
he were to establish a new breed. The simplest
way in which the desired qualities in both the
Clydesdale and Shire could he developed, in the
mind of the Canadian breeder, would be by the
breeders in the Old Country selecting their stock
with those requirements in view. Not so long
ago we remember the coarse, hairy-legged Clydes-
dales that came over to us from Scotland, in
striking contrast to the fine quality in the legs of
this same breed to-day. Neither are the Shire
breeders blind to the nced of improvement in this
respect, for each year's importations are eloquent
of the great advancement the v are making in the
development of greater quality in the Englich
draft horse, and it would be no rash presumption
to predict that in ten years we should more gen-
erally have Shires not lacking one whit in fine-
ness of feather or bone, as indeed many are not at
present. This will then have the desired effect
upon the Scotch breeders, for if their horses are
lacking, as Mr. Spark says in substance, then
they will have to develop it in order to success-
fully compete with' their English neighbors.
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