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THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—About B.C. 2100; in It is as if God would assure Abraham. that he

o the land of Moriah. has fully weighed the matter and knew right

Bring Connecting Links—The promises f)f chs. well how much he was asking. The name
it,—the 12: 2and 13 * 15 having app:lrent!y failed on  “Isaac” means “he !all{:{‘lﬂ" (see (,thA 2'1 ;(.5),
1 strife account of Abram’s childlessness, in ch. 15 he  but now it looked n,s.lf his parents’ joy in him
's won- receives two special assurances (vs. 1-6, 7-21) was to be turned into blackest moumin.g‘
Abram that he will have a son and h'uir'mul Fhut a Land of Mnriul}. “:'\Il attempts to explain
fith the pation sprung from him- will inherit the thv‘ name and u!vntlf)’ t‘h'o place have been
be diffi- promised land. Ch. 16 gives an account of f’utllc” (International Critical Commentary).
e story the birth of Ishmael. Thirteen years later, Offer him .. for a burnt offering. Abraham
her nn;j God appears to Abram and the divine coven-  was familiar with the Canaanite custom of
“Which ant is renewed. Circumeision is instituted as  sacrificing children to heathen gods. The

portant a sign of the covenant, while Abram’s naime  question was a natural one for him to ask
is changed to Abraham (“Father of a multi- himself : “Would you do as much to please
tude’") and Sarai's to Sarah (“Princess”), ch.  your God ?”’ The temptation to refuse be-
17. The story of the visit of the angels to came in God’s hands a test.
Abraham and Lot, the dcs_tr.uction of S(xliom I1. Faith Victorious, 3-10.

0, 1918 and Gomorrah and tl_w origin of the nations B ) :

' of Moab and Ammon is told in chs. 18 and 19. Vs. 3, 4. Abraham rose up early ; to start,
This is followed by the narrative of Abraham’s  after the custom of the East, before the sun
removal to Gerar, 6 miles southwest of Gaza, #rew hot. Once convinced of what God re-

provide the birth of Isaac and the expulsion of Hagar quired, he would not give his affection for

ke and Ishmael, and Abraham’s covenant with Isaacany chance to move him to disobedience.

t;:fiﬂg Abimelech, aiier which Abraham settled at I'{e acted 'ft once w?thout debati'ng the matter.
and laid Beersheba, 25 miles northwest of Gerar and f\“‘i‘”"{i his ass ; girded the animal for carry-
snd took 27 miles southwest of Hebron, chs. 20, 21. ing freight, not persons. ~Clave the wood. He

I. Faith Tested, 1, 2. allowed no hope that may have lingered in

m out of i i i -
he said, V. 1. After thesethings ; some 25 years after h.ls breast to prevgnt his rzmkmg. full P
- the last lesson. God did lempt (Rev. Ver., tions for the sz\crlﬁcfe._ ’lhere.ln no.word in
»!t:;:)l:; “prove”) Abraham ; tested him to “know the story of the agonizing conflict which must

what was in his heart,” Deut. 8:2. God have been taking place in the father's breast,

wlz‘,f'f';‘; never tempts any one to evil (James 1 :13) ; ;:that » tlhift)lm' t.h:ahreader s lmaﬁ}n:tlon.
“{‘i"‘-":.d he does test their attitude towards evil. hnflm unln'. Ila“\'b ;ver:y spobt;: ich God
K Abraham had shown himself a hero of faith appointed. Abra am s o : lence ex-
1t place ; : tended to the smallest details. Saw the place
e by many tests ; he must now endure one W, Sbie 1 g
last and supreme test. This opening sentence :{;’; "g't ¥ - al:ethe ft;,(;lm'mi“ﬁ-t ;p‘"l‘lg
i3 Omit prepares the reader for a good ending to the shob through the Iather's heart when he
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story. Said unto him ; likely in a dream or caught sight of it.

9 “ﬁ night vision, as may be inferred from v. 3. Vs. 5, 6. Said unto . . young men, Abide ye
gl;?xt V.2. Thy son, thine only son, whom thou here. Abraham will not let any one hinder
t up our lovest, even Isaac (Rev. Ver.). The repetition him in his determination to obey God ; but,

B emphasizes the greatness of the sacrifice. at the same time, his tenderness will save



