
177THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Life Lessons from the Epistle to the Romans
August, 1909—9

flower to be admired. All selfish pur
poses may have their proper place, but 
If they get Into the chief place In our 
heart, they are weeds to be got rid of. 
There Is but one supreme purpose of 
life, and that Is. not to seek our own 
glory or aggrandizement, but to prove 
what Is the will of God. This Is the 
teaching of the second verse.

Supreme Preparation for Chris- 
ice. This consists In the gifts 

the Spirit has given to each one 
These are given to us that we 

iseful In the service of God. 
flee of our bodies, which we 

are to present to God. is a living sacri
fice; for we possess In our bodies living 
talents and powers and possibilities, all 
of which are the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
to us. and all of which are to be used 
in carrying out what is that good and 
perfect and acceptable will of God. 
These gifts constitute our chief qualifi
cations for service, and the consecration 
of these gifts, with the sacrifice of our 
bodies, constitute the chief proof that 
we are doing the will of God. (See 
verses 3-8.)

4. The Bup 
Conduct. Thl 

Love must be 
Love is tender 

another, v. 10.
Love by pre 

other, v. 10.

Topic for September 5-
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The key verses of this epistle are found lions are 
in Chap. 1. 16, 17. Its theme is a God- amount 
given righteousness, appriprlated by man wh
faith. The chief steps in the develop- self away to re
ment of this theme may be imperfectly is not so well 
Indicated as follows: man who quit

All men are in need of righteousness, seeks to know 
for it has been proven that both Jews cerning himself,
and Greeks are alike under sin (1. 18; The worship of God requires thought;
3 9) but thought or meditation is not in lt-

Jesus Christ by His death has pro- self sufficient. The true worshipper is
cured righteousness for us, which is to expected to make a sacrifice. The hlgh-
be appropriated by faith (3. 21-25). est act of worship requires the g.eaust

Being justified by faith we have peace. sacrifice. It is not merely the sacrifice
and Joy, and hope, and all the prlvt- of a little time or a little ener 
leges of the Gospel (5. 1). merely the giving up of one day 1

There is no condemnation to the man or an extra evening in the
that is in Christ Jesus, for his life is not merely the giving of
brought under the Influence of the Holy or even one-tenth of our income, but the
Spirit. The Spirit dwells in him. leads sacrifice of ourselves, the surrendering
him, and controls hie life (8. 1, 12-17). of our whole body. Not Sunday alone.

In extending the privileges of the but the whole week is to be give 
Gospel to the Gentiles as well as to the God. Not the tithe alone, b 
Jews, it may be asked, What becomes of of our possessions is to be given to 
the special promises given to Israel of. Not the heart alone, but the whole bod
old? Paul answers this question In our entire being, is to be given to Go
chapters 9, 10 and 11. This is a living sacrifice, holy and accept-

Paul has now concluded the argument able unto God. This is the supreme act
of the epistle, which is a process of very of worship, and it is not only the privi- 
close reasoning, 
ing the logical 
acter of the

aroused as it does upon the 
of thought we put into it. The 
o Is content tc sit and sing him- 

alms of everlasting bliss 
pleasing to God as the 

etly and conscientiously 
what God's will is con-

tian Serv

The

week for God, 
a tew dollars

Christianreme Motive 
Is is love. Se

of
e 9-21. 

genuine, v. 9.
•|y affectloned one to

ference gives honor to an-

5:

He does not

making 
licatlon

epistles

The Epworth League Bulletinhis eplst 
without

a practical app 
of his teachti 
most of Paul’s 
we notice that the first 
part Is doctrinal, and 
the second part Is prac
tical. The doctrinal 
part of this epistle 
closes with chapter 
eleven, and the practl- 

part commences 
with chapter twelve. 
In the first part he 
gives us the doctrinal 
basis of Christian life: 
in the second, he en

duites of
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News I The Constitution is rejolc-

„ • i»”h'-ShS"'J"'"I«VIT»”.," “
We welcome his successor 

from that place.
We extend sympathy to 

Mr. and Mrs. Estes in their 
recent beresvement through 
death of the latter's brother.

Q's and A's
Q. Which is the most Im 

portant committee! A. The 
one you are on.

Q. What is the relation of 
the Junior League to the 
Senior League ! A. 8am. as 
the hind legs of

Introductory
The ' ' Bulletin ' ' 

' ' (food Morning. ’ ’

Needle Points More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world 
dresms of.—Tennyson.

Pray, Study. 
All at It and always at it. 

Almighty hates a

a kangaraoo
kangaroo—they make

I Conversions inKtnS I
Everybody

Just register st the door ,he 1-cogue i 
before you tske your sest in : Regard for the speakers, 
the meeting. the place end the character

... , , „ And Tie sure to help out "f the meeting sometimes
Key. John W.sley. A M.. th, „,w fln,nri,l plan by , «•»•<* *°od order,' 

founder of Methodism, -torn ,P(.uring envelopes from Many new members and 
June lttth, 1708 ; died Mar. Miss Roe or Miss Galbraith. | workers.

-,T, sar
the hymn. " I'll praise my sive and defensive with chat you should 
Maker while I've breath.'' every soldier of Christ helps you because yo 
(No. 62 in our Hymn Hook.I Jesus.—Rev. ,1. Wesley. us.

does this strike YOU!
Have you attended many 

of our meetings since re
organisation T

Watch the attendance grow 
as the Look-Out Committee 
gets down to

Our Fourth V.-P. always 
wears a smile. Right man 
in the right place.

Are you dull! Get up 
against the grind stone (or 
attend one of our meetings).

interested inthe practical 
Christian

business.lesson to-day Is
based on chapter 12. 
the teaching of which 
may l>e summarized 
under four heads.

1. The Supreme Act 
of Worship. We are 
told 1n the first verse 
what the supreme act 
of worship is. It Is 
not saying prayers, nor 
singing hymns, nor .
attending church, nor leading meetings, 

studying the Bible, nor yet the glv 
ing of a portion of our time and means 
to the cause of God. All the 
of worship. Even the small piece that 
we place upon the collection plate, if 
done in the right spirit, will be received 
by God as an act of worship. But of no 
one of these can it be said that It i* 
the supreme act of worship. The 
supreme act of worship is the present
ing of our bodies to God as a reasonable 

word service means wor-

Whcw! how those Lc»g 
uere sing ! Whet if we only 
had a better Hymn Book t

Love administers to the necessities of 
the saints, v.

e blesse

lege, but the duty of every member of 
the league.

2. The Supreme Purpose of Lif 
Is it? To get an education? To 
home for ourselves? To ga 
To gain power and Influence? 
happiness in this life? To 
of happiness in the world

good and praiseworthy, 
eir rightful place in a 

But of no one of them can 
It be said that It should be the supreme 
object of life. Not even the preparation 
for the next world should be regarded 
as the supreme object of life. Some peo
ple’s religion consists in an effo 
desire to escape hell and gain heaven. 
But that is a selfish "kind of religion, 
while the religion of Jesus Is most 
selfish. The supreme purpose of life 
should certainly not be a selfish purpose. 
How noble soever some of 
in themselves, they should 
to usurp the chief place In ou 
daisy is good in Its place. In the wheat 
field It Is a weed : in the garden It Is a

13.
iltaepitable to all. v. 13. 

s them that persecute her.
et What 
make a 

ain wealth? 
To secure 

make sure 
to come?

ese are acts v.^14.

Love rejoices with tho 
and weeps with those th: 

is sympathett 
to be of th'

e always blesses and never curses.

are glad.

nd with
c toward 
e same ml

These are all 
They have th 

n’s life. deavoring 
them. v. 16.

Love Is not high-minded, hut humble, 
v. 16.

Love Injures no one, not l _ 
who have injured her. v. 17.

Love is honest and honorable.

shU»1'used in the same sense as when 
we speak of the service that is held In 
the church.

even those
preacher may say. 
the service by Slng-

Ths v. 17." Let us commence 
ing.” or, “ Let us worship God by sing 

The word reasonable means
18.
of

Love Is peace 
Love has her 

geance. v. 19, :
Ix>ve is the greatest motive pow 

heaven or earth. It was Ix>ve that
God to be our Saviour. Love 
t of the Christian’s greatness.

seeking ven-20Wlife
thoughtful. Intelligent. Hence, we are to 
present our bodies to God as a thought 
ful. Intelligent act of worship. All wor
ship of God is to be thoughtful. The 
value of a meeting does not depend so 
much upon the extent to which our emo-

these m °ofthe Son 
Is the sec re 
” God is Ijove." 
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