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Theologians some times express their 
gratitude In view of the fact that the 
church has never attempted to den ne 
precisely what Is meant by the', great 
word “Inspiration"; theories have been 
formulated, but they have not been ad­
mitted Into anv of the great creeds of 
Christendom We believe that this Is 
substantially true, and that It Is a 
matter for congratulation. Of course 
In these days of bold thinking there 
would have arisen a clear demand for 
revision and expansion in the case of 
any su ?*. definition; but It Is just as 
well that we can <ook back and say that 
by the good sense of pious men, and 
by the guidance of a wise Providence, 
the Church was saved from placing 
fetters upon free investigation.

The Bible Is a wonderful boo*" It 
has ministered to all sorts and condi­
tions of men through long ages, and in 
many countries; and the Book itself 
has always been greater than any sys­
tem of Interpretation that men have 
fastened upon it. There was a time 
when an allegorical Interpretation pre­
vailed which to us seems wild and fan­
ciful In the extreme; but even In that 
system of Interpretation great truth» 
were enshrined, and through It men 
were able to hold fast their faith in the 
Bible, in spite of the difficulties of their 
day. Now, the historical method Is ap­
plied by scholars, and It ha» the result 
of making the Book living and fresh to 
our generation. But In the application 
of any new method, there will always 
be some friction; and while we hear 
godly scho! rly men say that the his­
tories! method is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to this generation there are not 
wanting some who hint that judg.ug 
from some fruit» of the method, it ap- 
]>ears to ouate from s different direc­
tion. The Preebyterian Church In 
Canada may be thankful that it was 
not drawn into any great controversy 
such as that which centred round Rob­
ertson Smith, In Scotland, and Briggs 
and H. P. Smith, in the United States. 
There are, of course, varied shades of 
opinion among us and that must be the 
case In connection with a great subject 
In a large, living, healthy community. 
Progress has been gradual, and there 
are many intelligent men in our church 
who have not strong feeling on either 
side, but who feel that on many of 
these questions there must be large lib­
erty among men who believe In God and 
trust in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ

Just now there is a controversy rag­
ing In Toronto which some regard 
“a storm In a tea-pot," and others think 
of as a really significant event Into 
the merits of this discussion we can not 
now enter; but one or two remarks 
may be made which though common­
place are not without solemn slgnK 
cance. A great subject that has 
gaged the thoughts of scholarly men 
for centuries Is not likely to be settled 
In a few days in Toronto or elsewhere. 
That is evident, but it does not fol 
low that the present discussion Is un­
important. The world watches keenly 
the conduct of representative church­
men and Is influenced by the temper

displayed. If Christians do not carry 
on their discussions in a large, noble 
spirit much harm may be done, a pan. 
altogether from the Intellectual ques­
tions Involved. Even where there Is 
radical difference of opinion It Is pos­
sible to preserve klndm 

Then again. It would be very unfor­
tunate If any of our great Canadian 
churches should be driven Into a nar­
row sectarian position — by that we 
*n«-n a position dominated by one type 
of mind. One man has gifts of teach­
ing, another of administration, another 
of evangelisation; the church needs 
all the glfta One man Is bold and 
wishes to me ve on to new realms of 
thought; another Is anxious about the 
good traditions from the past. We need 
courage as well as conservatism, 
church that has had on the floor of Its 
Assembly, at the same time, such dif­
ferent types as Caven, Grant, MaoVioar 
and Robertson Is not likely to cherish 
any narrow Ideal, 
church freedom is the very breath of 
life. The truth makes men free; ,ind 
the truth becomes larger In the atmos­
phere of freedom. "If the Son shall 
make you free ye shall be free indeed."
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Out of ninety ight deaths In Ottawa 
during the month of February 
teen were due to consumption. Such 
startling fact gives emphasis to the need 
of the sanitarium which the anti-tuber­
culosis society Is trying to provide. The 
sooner it ia provided the better.

RESTRICTIVE MEASURES JUSTI­
FIABLE.

The systematic efforts now being put 
forth to fight the great white plague 
are giving rise to s system of paternalism 
in government which the boldest would 
not have dared to predict a decade or 
two ago and which to a democratic peo­
ple may seem at first sight somewhat 
arbitary. The regulation of marriage 
among the tubercular, the segralion of 
Infected children in schools of their 
own, conducted as far as possible in the 
open six. the supplying of patients with 
milk and eggs when unable to procure 
them for themselves and the strict sani­
tary supervision of tubercular persons 
are urged as means by which the rav­
ages of the plague may be arrested. The 
campaign of education is bein„ moo tea 
fully prosecuted and the public mind 
is becoming accustomed to the idea of 

restrictive measures, so that some of 
the radical propositions suggested for 
the extermination of the plague may be 
put Into operation. Society has a right 
to protect itself, and people are coming 
to realise that restriction of personal 
liberty, and the subordination of In­
dividual interests for the public good, 
are things that must be submitted to, 
even if at times they may be irksome. 
Certainly in the matter referred to the 
end sought will justify a large measure 
of restriction.

One of the favorite children’s hymns 
” that beginning "There', a Friend fol 
Little Children." Albert Midlane, its 
author, recently died, in the Isle uf 
Wight, at the age of eighty-four. The 
hymn was written one night in 1859, af 
1<V * busy day, and the author was 
found about 2 o’clock in the morning
insensible from physical and mental ex­
haustion. Mr. Midlane is the author of 
about 1.000 hymns, but he never accept­
ed payment for any of them.

A Need Fund was started at Ottawa for 
the benefit of the poor, and a consider­
able sum raised by subscription and by 
the proceeds of concerts, 
advertised the capital In 
tended. The existence of the fund in- 
duoed members of unemployed in other 
plaoes to flock thither in the hope.of 
finding relief, 
philanthropic people of the capital bar­
gained for.

But it has 
* way not in-

This is more than the 1

These be wise words___ from tkf
BelfMt Witness: There is apparently e 
fear that we may T n oompeLed to em­
ploy paid teachers in Sunday Schools. 
Inefficiency in the voluntary system is 
advanced as a reason. We sincerely de­
precate any such idea. The chief value 
of the Sunday-eohool is the spiritual in­
fluence of a good man o* woman In kind­
ly contact with growing boys and girls. 
If the object was to grind for pasting 
an examination the paid teacher would 
be beet. The object is far other than 
thet. Al the earn* time effleieney in 
««•obln, U so neoeeeary nowadays, leech- 
era of classes ia Sunday-schools should 
be specially trained somehow. There 
ia no better task the minister can set 
himself than this special training of 
teacher*.

The Rev. Ernest 8. Scott, Professor of 
Church History in Queen's University, 
is to receive the degree of D.D. fr»m 
the University ui St. Andrews, Scotland. 
Professor Scott is s man of wide scnol- 
arahip and keen insight, who has oeen 
doing good work in hie new position. 
Hie two published works have brought 
him great credit for their thoroughness 
and honesty; and in addition to his pro­
fessorial wirk he will, no doubt, con­
tinue to sand forth important literary 
contributions.


